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The first medical of&cers in the employment of the E.I. Co. 
were Surgeons on board ship. The names of the Surgeons who 
served in this voyage have been preserved — John Banester in the 
Leicester, Lewis Attmer in the Edward, and Robert Myssenden iii 
the Francis. Banester made a report on the health of the crew-\ 
during the voyage to the Earl of Leicester, one of those w^ho had • 
shared in the expenses of the adventure. Altogether the Leicester \ 
lost 45 men, including three died of wounds and four drowned, ! 
out of about 125. 

Three vessels sailed for the East Indies in 1591, under a charter 
from Queen Elizabeth, commanded by George Raymond, in the 
Penelope. This vessel parted company from the other two in a 
storm, and was never heard of again. The two remaining ships, 
under James Lancaster in the Edward, completed the voyage, 
visiting Nicobar and Ceylon. In 1596 Benjamin Wood sailed for 
China and the East, with three ships, fitted out chiefly at the 
expense of Robert Dudley, bearing a letter from Queen Elizabeth 
to the Emperor of Cathay. This expedition never returned. 

The Company’s first fleet sailed for the East in December, 1600. 

It consisted of four ships, the Malice Scourge, purchased from the 
Earl of Cumberland, and rechristened the Red Dragon, under 
Captain James Lancaster, who was in command of the who]^-^ 
expedition ; the Hector, Captain Mddleton, second in commaWlTii^.;'' 
the Ascension, Capt^^ Wilham Bnmd ; and the Cp^^Wptaiu 

John Howard. To ea^h ship were appointed '' Si^--^L<eons twoe and 
a Barber.” With victualler, the Ginft, 

which was broken up a. ^ andoned when the stores on board 

her had been consumed.* , 

On nth Dec., 1600, d Court to Alderman 

HoUyday to pay to Rat , Salter, Surgeon of the Red Dragoft- 

" the somme of thertie / pounds sterlinge being allowed unto him 

by composition for the- . ' of to chest with all Mnde of necessaries 

and remedies belonf' ‘^l^rgion, to be used in this viage; upon 

■paiment of which*' ■ o is to take his acqui'ttannce.'" 

And on ttr Baninge was directed to make 

sitoilai Surgeons of the other three ships.* 

sterling to James Lovering, Surgeon of the Hector. 
p2Ql. sterling to Christopher Newchurch, Surgeon of 
Ascension. - " ' 


Sainsbury, Calendar, VoL I, p, ii.j, No, 279, of nth and 15th Dec., 1600, 


2o/. sterling to Jolin Gammond, Surgeon of the Susan. 

The names of a few other Surgeons on board the Company’s 
early ships have been preserved, chiefly by notices recording their 
deaths.* 

In Oct., 1607, Mr. Comber was entertained as Surgeon for the 
fourth voyage, and in Nov. George Sheather as Surgeon's Mate. 
The latter was found, incompetent and discharged before starting. 
This shows that, from the first, the Company at least tried to 
provide competent medical officers. In Jan., i6o7/o8,t La^vrence 
Pegion was hired as Surgeon for the Ascension, at 33s. per 
month, and £i.y to furnish his chest to sea, and Thomas Yonger as 
Surgeon’s Mate at 20s. per month. On 22nd June, 1608, Anthony 
Marlowe, on board the Hector at Delisha, on the coast of Sokotra, 
\vrites to the Company : — 

" The igth present at night, being never sick, died Blastock, our 
Master Surgeon, to our much discomfort." 

In a list of casualties, the Surgeon’s full name is given as 
Thomas Blastock. A letter to the Company from Edward Cocks 
at Bantam, dated 12th Jan., 1612/13, in a list of casualties in the 
. leet, gives the name of Edward Reeve, chirurgeon, died 24th March, 
••i 611/12. On 12th July, 1613, Captain T. Best, at Achin, ^vrites to 
‘Jurat that Ralph Standish, Surgeon of the Osiander, is dead. 
Henry Pattison, ^vriting to Bantam from the factory at Tecoo or 
Tiku, on the south-west coast of Sumatra, on 28ili July, 1617, 
reports the death of IMr. Byll or Bell, mhster chirurgeon of the 
Unicorn. 'I 

Other names which occur in the records during the first 
twenty years are Thomas Wotton, Surgeon of the James, in 1614 ; 
Dr. Paiton in the Clove, in 1614 ; Samuel Bond in the Attendant, in 
1614 ; George Power on the James, in July, 1617 ; Lawrence 
Welldo, in the Globe, reports her arrival in Plymouth Sound on 

* Various entries in Sainsbury’s Calendar, and in Letters received by the East 
India Company from its servants in the East, edited by F. C. Danvers and 
W. Foster. 

t Up to the year 1752 the year began on 25th March, and all days from ist Jan. 
to 24th March were counted as belonging to the previous year. In Sept., 1752, 
eleven days were omitted, thus assimilating Enghsh dates to those used on the 
continent, and from ist Jan., 1752, the year was considered to begin on that day. 
._Many ■writers nowadays modernise the dates, giving them as they would be 
given now, not as when they were actually \vritten. Others give botli years, as 
done in the text here, and tWs seems the safest way ; it is also a way frequently 
used in the original records. 
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The Dutch entered the field about the same time as the English. 
The seven northern provinces of the Netherlands declared their 
independence of Spain in 15S0. Piiilip IL, king of Spain, succeed- 
ing also to the throne of Portugal in that j^car, forbade the Dutch 
merchants to trade with Lisbon. The Dutch, in conseqiTcnce, 
determined to trade direct with India via the Cape. The first 
Dutch Company trading to the East was founded in 1595. The 
business was found so profitable that several other Companies 
followed, which in 1602 were combined into one, the Dutch East 
India Companj\ 

Tlie fimt Dutch fleet, of foiu: ships, sailed for the East under 
/ ‘^omelius Houtman in 1595. He reached Java in 1596, and in 
lat island founded their first factoiy, Bantam, on 3rd July, 1596. 
■heir factory at Jakatra was started in 1612, and close to Jakatra, 
ibout 1620, was founded their Eastern capital, Bata\ia. 

Their first factorj!" in India itself was founded at Pulicat, about 
1610. By 1614 they h.ad also factories at Masulipatam, Negapatam, 
and I*cttapolli. Their factor^' at Surat w'as started in Aug., 1616. 

According to Orme, the Dutch first \dsitcd Bengal about 1625, 
and after the eNpulsion of the Portuguese from Hugh in 1632, 
settled there, and founded Chinsura. 

The French made their first attempt to trade with the East 
at a much earlier date. In 1503, in the reign of Louis XII., tw^o 
ships were fitted out bj' some merchants at Rouen, which sailed 
from tlie port of Ha^TC in that year, and w'ere never heard of 
again. No further efforts were made for a century, until, on 
1st June, 1604, Henri IV. granted a patent for fifteen years, to a 
Company to trade with the East. This Company, how^ever, does 
not appear to have done anything A second Company w'as formed 
by lUchelieu under letters patent of 24th June, 1642, as " La 
Compagnie des Indes.” It devoted its attention chiefly to Mada- 
gascar. Tire third Company was formed, under the same name, 
b3^ Colbert in 1664. Their first factory in India was founded at 
Surat, in 1668, by Francois Caron. 

In the beginning of 1670 they established a factory at Masuli- 
patam, under a farman from the King of Golkonda, dated 5th Dec., 
1669. From 1672 to 1674 they held St. Thom^ south of Madras. 
In April, 1674, a French officer, named Fran9ois Martin, bought 
for the Company a piece of ground south of the river Coleroon,- • 
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ICasimbazar, after which he visited Masiilipatam and Golkonda 
in 1666-67. He left Surat in 1667, returned to Europe through 
Persia, and died at Paris on 22nd Sept., 1688. 

Nicholas Manned * was bom at Venice in 1639. In 1653 he 
left Venice for the East. At Sm5niia he fell in with an English 
traveller, Lord BeUaniont, who took Manucci into liis service. 
They were at Ispahan in 1654-55, and reached Surat in January, 
1655/56, whence they proceeded towards Delhi. Bellamont died at 
Hodal, between Mathura and Delhi, on 20th June, 1656. Manucci 
reached Delhi, and took service with Prince Dara Shikoh, as an 
artillerjunan on rupees eighty monthly. After Dara’s defeat at 
Samugarh, Manucci fled to Agra and ioined the army of Aurangzeb. 
He again joined Dara at Lahore, and commanded the Prince’s 
artillery at Bhalckar. After Dara’s betrayal and murder, he 
adopted medicine as a profession, apparently without any trairiil^ 
or knowledge, at Agra, In 1663 he visited Hugli. In 1664-^ 
he served as a cap^n of artillery in the Dekkan, under Raja Jai 
Sinh, of Jaipur. After this he practised medicine at Lahore for 
about seven 3^ears, 1671-78, and served as Physician to Shah' 
Alain, the eldest son of Aurangzeb, from 1678-82. He was'" 
at Goa in 1683-84 ; and reached Fort St. George in 1686. There 
he married the widow of Thomas Clarke, a servant of the Company,^ 
and spent the remainder of his life between Madras and Pondi-| 
cherri, practising as a Physician. His wfe died in 1706 ; he sur- 
vived her by several years. In Cotton’s Imoriptions on T omhs and 
Mb^mments in the Madras Presidency, p. 3, he is said to have . 
died San Thom6 about 1709. In lie introduction by Irvine to 
the StoHa do Mogor, the date of his death is given (p. Ixvii) as 
about 1717, 

In 1701 the Government of Fort St. George employed Manucci, 
whom they call Dr. Manuch, to conduct negotiations with and 
offer a present on their behalf to Daud Khan.f When the 
English w'ere considering the despatch of an Embassy to the 
Court of Delhi, it w*as at one time proposed to send it from Madras, 
with Manned as 'one of its members. He was by that time. 


Uie 


about Manucci is taken from the introduction to his work, 
btorta do Mogor. ot_ Mogul India, 1653-1706. translated and edited by 


100--0S ’ Indian rc;rfeSm'es, four volumes, London, JohnMurfaj^ 

3rd F^^^i^^o/oi!^^*' 1701. Cons, of 17th Jan. and 
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hmvever, an old man of seventy, and in the end the Embassy was 
sent from Calcutta, under Surman, in 1714.* 

In his work Manucci mentions meeting several other European 
surgebhTln India. An Armenian, called Sikandar Beg, was 
Surgeon to Suleiman Shikoh, eldest son of Dara, in 1658. Shah 
Jahan’s oum Surgeon was a Persian, named Mukarram Khan. In 
1663 he met at Agra a Dutch surgeon, called Jacob Minues, who 
had fled from Goa, after IdUing a man there. Another Dutch 
surgeon, Gelmer Vorburg,’ is mentioned as writing from Assam in 
the same 5^ear. Othei* European surgeons who were met or 
mentioned by Manucci are Luis. Beigao, mth Raja Jai Sinh in 
the Dekkan in 1664 ; a Venetian, Angello Legrenzi, at the Court 
of Shah Alain at Aurangabad, in 1679 ; D'Estremon, with the 
King of Golkonda, in 1684 ; and a Frenchman, Mons. Cattera, in 
Bengal, in 1700. 

■ Tavernier speaks of a French physician, named Francois de la 
Palisse, alias St. Jacques, as being at the Mogul Court ; and 
Claudius Malle, of Bourges,, as Surgeon to the Governor of 
Allahabad, both about 1666. 

The Fort St. George Cons, of 1684 record, on 12th Sept., the 
despatch of a letter to Monsieur Estremon (D’Estremon), Surgeon 
to the King of Golkonda, asking his help in procuring them -a 
Jarman. permitting them to coin rupees ; and his answer, promising 
to do his best to help them. Manucci mentions D'Estremon's 
death in the same year, 1684. 

The same Cons., in July, 1693, record.a correspondence between 
the President of Madras and Johannes Potuliet, from his name 
probably an Armenian, Physician to the Nawab of the Kamatik, 
who tried to help the English to get a farman from the Emperor 
at Delhi for free trade on the Coromandel Coast. 

When Surinan’s Embassy was at Delhi, from 1715 to 1717, 
the Emperor Farakh Siyar had a Frenchman, Mons. Martin, in 
his service as Physician. Martin served in that capacity under 
the Emperors Bahadur Shah (Shah Alam), Farakh Siyar, and 
Muhammad Shah, successively, and died at Delhi in June or 
July, 1728. 

Malcolm, in his History of Persia, mentions Friar Bazin as 
Physician to Nadir Shah, the King of Persia, who took and sacked 


* See Chap. IX, William Hamilton and the Embassy to Delhi. 
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Delhi in 1739, when he carried off the famous Peacock Throne of 
the Moguls. Ba'zin joined Nadir Shah at Darhand in 1 ^ 4 ^, and 
remained with him till he was murdered in 1747. 

Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan had several European medical 
men in their service. Jean Martin, a Frenchman, deserted from 
Haidar to the English at Vaniambadi, on 8th Dec., 1767, in the 
first Maisur war. He afterwards served for thirty years in the 
Madras Medical Service. His career is described in Chap. 
XXXIV, Courts-marUal. 

A very interesting work, published in 1788, Memoirs of the 
War in Asia, from 1780 to 1784 ; including a Narrative of the 
Imprisonment and Sufferings of our Officers and Soldiers, by an 
Officer of Colonel Baillie’s Detachment, mentions three European 
surgeons in Haidar’s service. The book is anon3nnous, the 
author’s name is not given on the title page, but Wilson, in 
his History of the Madras Army (Vol. II, p. 130), states tha\.^ 
from internal evidence, it appears to have been written .^by 
Lieutenant Alexander Read, A.D.C. to Colonel Baillie. On 
page 20 he states that on 12th Sept., 1780, the prisoners met ’ 
an English surgeon, a Dr. Lloyd, formerly of Madras, who gave' 
them some help.* 

“ At this time Lieutenant Bowser saw D' Lloyd, whom he had formerly, j 
known at iVIadras, coming out of Hyder's tent. He instantly requested } 
one of the guards to call the Doctor, and, after making hiraself known ( 
to him, begged that he would obtain an order that his small party might ' 
be sent to Colonel Baillie and the other officers. "With this request the 
Doctor complied, without the smallest delay." 

This Dr. Lloyd is also mentioned in the India Gazette, or 
Calcutta Public Advertiser of 31st March, 1781, which quotes an 
extract from a letter, dated 6th March, from Kadalur. 

“ There is a Doctor Lloyd come over to us frona Hyder's camp, who 
informs us that Hyder is very much distressed for provisions and stores of 
every sort, and that his Fighting men do not exceed ten thousand.” 

It would be interesting if more could be ascertained about 
the career of this English surgeon, of whom we catch but these 
two glimpses. 

On page 27 the author of the Memoirs states that the prisoners 
BaiUie’s defeat at Perambakam on loth Sept,, 1780, see Chap. 
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were attended at Ami b}?' a surgeon, Monsieur Castro, who 
“ shewed us gi*eat humanity and attention ” ; and on page .40, 
that in December, 1780, at Seringapatam, they were treated by 
a surgeon there. Monsieur Fortune. 

The IMcvsieur Castro mentioned above is evidently Jean 
Castar6de. The Madras Mily. Cons, of 21st July, 1789, contain a 
memorial from Castardde asking for an appointment in the Madras 
Medical Science, a very laudatory certificate from some of the 
ofiicers who, as prisoners in Maisur, had been treated by him, and 
letters from Surgeon-General James Anderson, and from General 
Home, Commander-in-Chief, recommending liis appointment. 
The IMadras Government considered themselves debarred from 
appointing liim by the orders of Court, but gave him a donation 
of five hundred pagodas. Apparently his case was referred home 
to the Court of Directors, for he was appointed as Assistant-Surgeon 
in the iMadras Ser\dce from 2nd June, 1790. He must have been 
at least fortj? when appointed. He died at Kadalur on ist Feb., 
1798. His name is given in Dodwell and Miles' East India Medical 
List as John Casterade, but his ovn signature is Jean Castar^de. 

The author of the Memoirs also ipentions a French officer. 
Captain Pimoran, called by Castar^de Chevalier Pemorain, as 
i;ha\dng been very kind to the prisoners ; and says that Pimoran 
was afterwards killed in the siege of Arcot. 

The original papers are as follows : — 

/ “ Cons., 21 July, 1789. Present, the Honorable John Holland, Esq., 
Governor, President ; James Henry Casamaijor and Edward John Holland, 
Esquires. Alinutes of last Consultation read stud approved. Read the 
following Letter from General Home : — 

'* The Honorable John Holland, Esqr., Governor in Council, Fort St. 
George. 

"Honorable Sir, I beg leave to lay before the Board the Accom- 
panying Memorial from M' Casterede, late a Surgeon in Tippoo Sultaun’s 
Service, and to submit to their Considraation the propriety of Establishing 
a future provision for a person who has so eminently Shewn a Distingfmshed 
and humane Conduct to the Officers and Soldiers Captured by Hyder Ally 
on the loth September, 1780. 

' " Although Mr, Anderson observes that the Honorable Court of Directors 

has excluded any Medical Appointments in the Line of the Service, 
yet I am hopeful tliat the Honorable Board in the present Instance may 
be induced to deviate from this Resolution from a desire of Rewarding 
unusual Merit, and as an encouragement to other Men to pursue the same 
line of Conduct, should any Officers or Soldiers hereafter fall into a similar 
Situation. 
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" I feeg leave further to remark to the Honorable Board that exclusive 
of the Certificate given to Casterede by the Officers present who 
experienced his humanity and Attention during their Imprisonment that 
I have frequently heard his Meritorious Conduct enumerated by several 
other Gentlemen, and as he is particularly well informed of tlie Situation .. 
of the Mysore Country as well as its Political Government, I conceive much . 
advantage to the Service may be derived fromMonsr. Casterede’s Abilities 
and Attendance on the Officer Commanding the Army in the event of future 
War with Tippoo Sultaun. I am rvith y® highest respect, &c.. &c. (signed) 
Mathew Horne. Fort St. George, July 20th, 1789.” 

" To Brigadier General Horne, Commander-in-Chief on the Coast of 
Coromandel. The Humble Memorial of Jean Castarede Surgeon. 

" The Testimony of the undernamed Gentlemen I most humbly hope 
will entitle me to some Countenance and patronage from the Honorable 
Board (through your Countenance and support). In Consequence of the 
Services I had in my power to render to the Wounded Officers and Men of 
the unfortunate Detachment of Colonel Baillie's which consisted of 28 
Officers of Different Hanks and 135 Privates, that I was ordered by Hyder 
Ally Caun to attend, and which, under the Providence of God I effected 
a perfect Cure of, having in the Course of six Months perfectly established 
every Individual of the above Number in an entire State of Health. 

" It must be allowed and is well known to every Individual in ‘that 
unfortunate Situation the Difficulties I had to encounter with, were very 
unfavorable to my wishes.- The Scarcity and badness of Provisions>and 
the very unwholsome and Aldulterated Water, I was Obliged to Adnodnister 
to my Patients being in fact the least of these Obstacles, I had to surmount, 
however the tender Anxiety and Diligence I exhibited and fdt on thi^ 
Melancholy Occasion, in a great Measure overcame the accumulated Di^ 
advantages that opposed my efforts, and I ultimately triumphed in the 
happy Contemplation of restoring to their former health all those brave - 
men entrusted to my Charge. I had not even so much as Medecine, 
Ointments, or Linnen allowed me by the Circar for the Wounded, And was 
Necessitated out of my own small pay to provide the same, and what 
remained of it I chearfully shared wth poor Distressed Soldiers to provide 
them \vith the bare Necessaries of Life which their own Miserable Pittance 
would by no means afford, at that Time in their Pityable Situation ; and 
in order to Alleviate their Sufferings by every Exertion of Mine, and even 
at the risk of my own Life and Family, I frequently went from the Prisoners 
at Amee to Arcot to lay before the Chevalier Pemorain the L&serable 
Situation of the English Prisoners and am happy to have it to say, that by 
the pecuniary relief I brought them from M"^ Pemorain I consider myself 
highly instrumental in preserving their Existence, as otherwise most every 
one of the Prisoners must have fallen Sacrifice to the wants of the Common 
Necessaries of Life. 

" It has been my Misfortune to have been compelled to serve Hyder' 
19 Years without a Glimpse or Chance of escaping from his Tyranny and 
Oppression, and but very recently was favored by fortune to get from his 
Tyrant Son Tippoo (with my Wife and Children) by a French Vessel,, 
that was then at Mah 4 , but Obliged in the prosecution of my endeavours to 
.Escape, to leave every part of my property behind me, and since my 
Arrival at Pondicherry, after the best part of my Life has been devoted to 
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hlAvcry, I ioHinl iny:-rH without the least Provision made for myself and 
Irunily. In Ihir- Melancholy Situation (hcarinp that several of the Officers 
on whom I ;M‘o n«led in their Captivity were at the Presidency) and Con- 
vijKrd tri'm n Number of IvNample:; of the Generosity and libciality of the 
Mnfdish Government particiilarly to those who had the smallest plea to 
their Countenance, 1 am iiiduccd Sir from your well known Character as 
r.itronirinc the Distrev ed to Solicit youi Intercession with the Board of 
} Madr.'v^ (if von think my Condnrt enlillcs me to any marl> of Distinction) 
to be emj’«loyrd in the Medical Line in any Capacity they may Judge fit 
havini; practi’ctl that jnofex.jon upwards of lo Years in India, acquainted 
with its levcral tiranchc', and particnlarly the Disorders incident lo the 
Chmato. 

’* Should 1 be j:o fnrlnu.do .as lo succeed ijt this Application I have only 
lo .’siy that by .a Zeal and Attachment to the Service I shall endeavour to 
pjoYc de.5crvinp of Connncnd.ation and further hope to be Serviceable to 
my Umploycrs in a political Line, whrne.vcr they may judge fit to Call on 
me, leaving .a very l-'.\tcnsivc Knowledge of the May.sorc Country, its 
Govrjnmrnl t\:c., from being long Kesident and Constantly employed with 
I’ippoa's Army. And Yonr Petitioner as in Duly bound will Ever Pray, 
(:igr.ed) Jean Cor-tarede.'' 


" We the undermentioned Officers do beg Ic.avc lo recommend to the 
Con- idcraiion of the lion''-' Board and patronage of Brigadier General 
IL'rne, M’. Jean C'v.iaiedc Sujgeon being an humane, meritorious and 
dticrving, Man, and by whose. Exertions we and all the Prisoners confined 
in llte iVi- on of ,\r«ec do coivdder ourselves most highly indebted to, for the 
A:.'i''Unce anti support he afiorded Us, by endeavouring to alleviate our 

fortune by every Exertion in ins power, even at the Risk of his Own Life 
and Pr«]>eriy atnl Ihcjefore as in Gr.ititudc Bound for his Essential Services 
(whiclt botli Olficers .and Soldicnt most liberally experienced) wo arc truly 
intereiled ill .-.ome Provision being made for him by Government in the 
line of hi-! juofc Mon for which Act of Liberality we are fully Convinced he 
Will prove himself truely deserving (.signed) Richard Chase, Captain; 
TJjo". Bo\v;en, Captain; Jas. Turing, Captain. In behalf of themselves 
and the other prisoners who survived their Captivity.” 

*' I I'L-e the Name of this Petitioner mentioned with great respect in the 
Memoirs of tlie late War and from the above Certificate it is evident Govern- 
jnent arc under great Obligation lo the petitioner for putting it in their 
power lo m.ikc some return for his Distinguished and humane Conduct 
towards our Countrj’meii who had been so unfortunate as fall into the hands 
of ro Cruel an Enemy. 

” The Honblc the Court of Directors have forebid any future Appoint- 
ments in the line of the Service, yet this case seems to me to surperddc 
every plan or Arrangement, and calls for immediate and effectual Notice, 
not only in Justice to Humanity, but likewise with a view to the political 
Advantage that may be derived, from retaining a person who is so well 
acquainted with Maissore, and the Diseases of India as Castarede 
.must be. 

” I therefore recommend his being taken into the Service as a Surgeon 
and considered supernumerary not to rise. (Signed) James ^Andetsdo;- 
Physician General, Fort St. George, July 17th, 1789.” 
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" The Board are of opinion that the Services performed by Castarede 
entitle to the Consideration of Government, and as those Services are 
certified in a Satisfactory Manner from the foregoing Papers, it is Agreed 
that they be rewarded by a Donation of Pagodas 500, to be paid by the 
Llilitary Paymaster General. 

" With respect to the idea suggested of appointing M* Castarede i 
■ Supernumerary Surgeon, the Board observe that the late Orders of th 
Court of Directors, regarding Medical Appointments absolutely prohibi 
their adopting the above Recommendation. 

" Agreed that the above be communicated to Brigadier General Home.' 

Jean Carere, a Frenchman, was in the service of Muhammac 
Yusuf, Governor of Madura, dtmng the siege of that place by th( 
English in 1764. He deserted to tiie English, along with Captaii 
Riquet, on 26th Feb., 1764, was appointed Assistant Surgeon 61 
13th Aug., 1764, became Surgeon on 20th April, 1767, and diec 
in March, 1780. 

A Frenchman, Jean Baptiste de St. Hilaire, was Physician, t( 
Bakr Ali Khan, Governor of Vellore, and nephew of Nawal 
Saadat-Ullah in 1716 ; and afterwards was living in Madras. . 

In the Madras Country Correspondence for 1740 it is recordec 
that a Dr. Gordon, Surgeon to Mahfuz Khan, eldest son of th< 
Nawab of Arcot, had confined an Englishman there. Gordon is 
again mentioned in 1748, as conducting affairs for the Compan} 
in these parts, and as imprisoned at Kadalur.* 

- Many other European surgeons were from time to time in th( 

' service of the Nawab of Arcot, or Nawab of the 'Kamatik, as h< 
was also called. Nawab Muhammad Ali, Nawab Wallajah 
succeeded Nawab Anwaruddin in 1749, and reigned forty-six years 
dying on 13th Oct., 1795, aged seventy-eight. His second anc 
favourite son, Amir-td-Umara, predeceased him in 1788. Hi: 
eldest son, Umdat-ul-Umara, succeeded him in 1795. Whei 
Seringapatam was taken in 1799, papers were found there, whicl 
were considered to prove a treasonable correspondence betweei 
Tipu and the Nawab, and the Madras Council determined tc 
dethrone him. Umdat-ul-Umara was then seriously ill, and nc 
steps were taken until after his death in 1801. In that yea: 
Azim-ud-daulah, son of Amir-ul-Umara, succeeded his uncle ai 
titular Nawab, and was granted a large revenue, but the Kamatil. 
was virtually annexed. 

Surgeon Alexander Boswell served Nawab Muhammad Ali as 

I 

. * iV/.P .L., No. 122 of March, 1740, Nos. 1998 and 2014 of 1748.' 



Suvpj i-n fur year;;, his services being lent to llic Nawab by 
the Madras Onmcil. till he retired on 12th Fob., 1776. Two other 
well-hnown Madras s\ngoons served as surgeons to the Nawab’s 
two sttns. In a petition contained in the Madras Mily. Cons. 
of 2/,lh March, 1777. Surgeon William Gordon sets forth his 
services for the pa*^! cight«‘en years ; among others he says 
that after tlu'. first Maisur war he was appointed Surgeon 
to Amir-ul-Umara. In the. MUy. Cotis. of 27th Nov., 1780, it is 
noted that Surgeon Thomas Davis, Surgeon to Umdat-ul-Umara, 
applied to resign his post ami to rejoin the Army. In the 
f.llowing \’<*ar Davis was ajijiointrd I’.Itl.O. of the Arinj^ with 
the title of Surgeon-Major. 

In Love’s 0/ 0 /d Madras (Vol, 111 , p. 55), it is 

stall d that in 177S Nawab Muhammad Ali had eight European 
imdical men in his service — two physicians called De j\Ialoa, 
father and son ; and six surgeons, Robert Storey and Job Bulman, 
residing on Choulti y Plain, Dr. Weston, of San Thomd, Dr. Robert 
Bird, Dr. James D<irt, of the Luz, and Dr. Plot I, then a prisoner 
in jail for debt. Of the.'^e. eight, three — Weston, Bulman, and 
Bird — were suh.'^eijuently apinnnted membcr.s of thcMadras Medical 
Service. Surgeon William Ruddiman was subsequently deputed 
to attend the Nawab in Madras, Mi/y. Cons, of 28th Feb., 1787. 

Sir Paul Jodrell, who look the M.D. at Cambridge in 1786, 
and became F.R.C.P., London, in 1787, was Physician to the 
London Hospital from December, 1786, to November, 1787, when 
lie re.eigned, in order to go out to Madras ns Pli)'sician to' tlie 
Nawab. Before leaving he was knighted on 25lh Oct., 1787. His 
appointment was hardly a success. Me had frequently to appeal 
to the Madras Council to urge the Nawab to pay liis salary. In 
2790 he brought an action for libel against the C. G., and got five ‘ 
hundred nipecs damages. In 1793 he asked to be regarded as one 
of the Nawab's famil}', and so exempt from arrest for debt, a 
request which was refused. He died at Madras on 6th Aug., 1803. 

John Martin Honigberger, a native of Kronstadt, in Transyl- 
vania, after a varied career in Turkey, Egypt, Syria, and Persia, 
made his way to India, reached Lahore early in 1830, and served 
as Physician to Ranjit Sinh for four yeai’s. In 1834 he went to 
Europe, but returned to Lahore early in 1839, a few months before 
the death of Ranjit Sinh, wliich took place on 27th June, 1839. 
He served the Sikh Darbar lor the next ten years. In 1846, after 
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the jfirst Sikh war, Sir Henry Lawrence, Resident in the Panjab, 
founded a hospital at Lahore, and put Honigberger in charge. 
In 1849, after the annexation of the Panjab, he was granted a 
pension by the British Government, and returned to Europe. 
He recounted his experiences in an interesting work/ Thirty- 
five years in the East, Bailli^re, London, 1852. 

. Within our own times the late Amir of Afghanistan, Abdur 
Rahman, employed two English doctors. Dr. J. A. Gray was in 
his service from 1889 to 1894, and made his life at the Court of 
Kabul the subject of a very readable- book. My Residence at the 
Court of the Amir. Subsequently Dr. Lilias Hamilton, probably 
the only lady who has figured in such a capacity, spent some time 
in the Amir’s service as medical attendant on the ladies of the 
Court. 

Many instances axe noted in the records of requests made to 
the English by Indian princes and governors for the loan of medical 
officers to treat themselves or their followers. A few sucE^'Cases 
may be quoted. ■ - ■ 

The Fort St. George Cons, of loth Dec., 1694, record that Dr. 
Samuel Browne had been sent, at the request of Nawab Karim 
Khan, to treat his wounds and having done so with success, had 
returned, bringing a letter from the Nawab to the Pr^ident, and^i^ 
also, as a present to the President, a Turkey horse for which th^ 
Nawab had paid a thousand rupees. ^ 

Again, the Fort St. David Cons, of 30th July, 1737, note that 
Andrew Munro, then surgeon at Fort St. David, had been sent to 
treat Bakr Ali Khan at Vellore. 

The Bombay Cons, of 30th Dec., 1745, relate that Dr. Trotter, 
who had been sent to Puna to attend Baji Rao, at his particular 
request, had returned, and had presented an account for Rs.68i 
extraordinary expenses. This account was pronounced very 
reasonable, and orders for its payment were passed. 



CHAPTER III 

SURGEON GENERAL JOHN WOODALL* 

“ A citizen of credit and renown.” 

CowPER, John Gilpin. 

John Woodall was bom about 1556, the son of Richard Woodall, 
of Warwick. Of his early life little is known. He served as 
Surgeon to Lord Willoughby’s regiment in 1591, and spent the 
next seven years abroad, partly in medical study, in Germany, 
Poland, and France. In 1599 he established bimself in practice 
in Wood Street, London, and was admitted a member of the 
London Company of ' Barber Surgeons, of which he became 
Warden in 1627, and Master in 1633. On 19th Jan., 1616, he 
was appointed Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and held 
that ofi&ce till his death. 

^ When plague broke out in London in 1603, Woodall, who had 
gained experience of the disease on the Continent, worked hard 
during the epidemic. He had a secret remedy of his own, which 
he called aurum vitae. In his works he states that he had himself 
twice recoverea from plague, f 

He was appointed " Surgeon General ” to the East India 
Company in 1614.$ The first mention of him in the Company’s 
records is in the Court Minutes of 23rd Sept., 1614, when he was 
sworn to provide competent surgeons, and to fit up their chests 
properly.' He himself gives the following accotmt of his appoint- 
ment, but mentions no dates. § 

♦ The infonnation about Woodall is taken chiefly from an article entitled 
John Woodall, Surgeon-General, by W. Foster, published in the Indian Medical 
Gazette for Jan., 1909 ; partly also from his own works, from Sainsbury's Calendar 
of State Papers, and from the life by Dr. Norman Moore in the Dictionary of 
National Biography, 

4 Edition of 1655, p. 330. This edition consists of several prefaces. The 
Surgeon’s Mate, Viaticum, being the pathway to the Surgeon’s chest, and A Treatise 
on Plague. The Surgeon’s Mate was first published in 1617, the Viaticum in 1628. 
A combined edition was published in 1639, and another in 1655. 

X The Dictimxary of National Biography says in 1612. 

§ Works, 1655, preface, pp. 8, 9. 

H.I.M.S. — ^VOL. I. 


C 
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Thus much in generall by way of Preface. Now the Author in this 
following Treatise desires to excuse himself, by way of Apologia, to the 
Chirur^call Reader; for his over-forwardnesse in the unfolding to the vulgar 
what he hath hereafter done by his explaining of a Surgeon’s Chest ; which 
he never intended, untill, (nolens volens) he was put upon it, who, having 
in his younger dales spent divers years in travel in forraign nations, for the 
gaiTiing of knowledge and experience in his caUing, setled himself in London, 
where, according to the weak talent of his education, he endeavoured to 
obtain some answerable perfection therein, that so by doing good he might 
give the better account of the dutie of his caUing, by cursing * of such as 
committed themselves to his weak skill ; in which endeavours before he 
was (in his oune opinion) worthie thereof, it pleased the honourable Societie 
of Merchants trading to the East Indies, in the beginning of the Trade, to 
make choice of him ; and to appoint him Surgeon generall for all their 
implo 3 rments, as well by Sea as Land ; reposing in him also the credit and 
trust for ordering and appointing fit and able Surgeons, and Surgeons 
Mates for their ships and services, as also the fitting and furnishing their 
Surgerie Chests with medicines, instruments, and other appurtenances 
thereunto. 'Which credit and weightie charge, so neerly concerning the 
lives of their servants reposed in him, instigated him to imploy all his 
endeavours to answer their so great trust imposed on him : For the effecting 
whereof, hee had no better way to recompence them, than by reducing 
their Surgeons’ Chests, with all the particulars thereof, into an order and 
method, which was never undertaken before by any, although very re- 
quisite : but being once done, it would not only benefit them, but also be 
a perpetual good for the service of his Majestie, and the Commonwealth : 
for by want hereof the said East India Companie, and many of their 
servants, as also many other publike actions abroad of great consequence, 
have suffered much ; and namely, by unworthy impostors under the nam^ 1 
of Surgeons, (to the dishonour of God, and scandall of the true professbrs 
of the art of Surgerie, by many miseries undergone both by the hardie 
Seaman, and valiant Souldier,) For remedie whereof, and in want of some 
more learned and expert then himseffe, he undertook the work ; the said 
honourable Company being ever most willing, without limitation or 
grudging, to beare the reasonable charge thereof, and to give approbation 
of the Authours weak endeavours (which otherwise could never have been 
done) who (through God's mercie and their favourable acceptance thereof) 
hath performed the said charge, and continued their servant (to their 
contents) for full twentie foure yeares alreadie : Yet notwithstanding, his 
dutie (by reason of the trust reposed in him by his said honourable Masters) 
was not therein fulfilled ; for he was (if he would fabricate a new invented 
Surgeons Chest) also tied in Conscience to instruct all and every Surgeon 
(that was to make use thereof in their services) in the knowledge use 
of all such medicines and new inventions as were of his production and 
induction.” 

Two pages further on in this preface, he states that his work 
has been favourably received. This note also incidentally-.sh0ViF§— 
that, at the time of the Rochelle expedition of 1626, the Medical 

* Cursing in text, evidently a misprint for curing. 
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Departments of the Army and Navy might be filled by the press- 
gang. 

" So that it * hath gotten credit, and it is with all Surgeons 'common in 
use, yea, even in his Majesties service, being first made use of in the Rochett ' 
expedition, and the Author then having the charge of pressing, furnishing, 
and ordering of Ins Highnesse whole Navie and.Land services, wth Surgeons, 
and Surgeons’ Mates, with all their provisions.” 

Another interesting note, on pages 2 and 3 of the preface to 
the Viaiicum, states that the Mng, Charles I., increased the pay 
of Surgeons in his sliips from nineteen shillings and fourpence a 
montli to thirty shillings. Apparently they also got head- 
money. On page 313 of the Viaiicum he gives a description of 
the Trafiiic, and of its uses, especially in military surgery. He 
claimed to have liimself invented the trepliine ; but its use, in 
some form or other, is centuries older than Woodall's time. 
Indeed, marks of the use of the trephine, or of some similar 
instrument, have been found on preliistoric skulls. 

In the foUouing year, 1615, he was charged wth gross abuses. 
But, as no action was taken on the charges, they do not appear 
to have- been well founded. An abstract of a letter from Richard 
. Baker at Saldania (Saldanha Bay) to the Company, dated 20th 
■ June, 1615, contains the following charge : — f 

" M^ Woodall's great abuses in the chirurgeon’s chest, putting divers 
boxes of one simple, whereas he writeth in their superscriptions to be 
diverse ; drugs rotten, unguents made of Idtchen stuff. Bo}^ that have 
no skill tlirust into place of chirurgeons. He is to be accounted guilty of 
the death of so many men as perish through his default.” 

Tire unsldlful boys were Woodall's apprentices, part of whose 
pay as Surgeons he himself drew. In Jan., 1617/18, are recorded 
lus directions as regards preservation of health on board ship, to 
be delivered to the commander? of aU the Company's ships, and 
by them observed on the voyage.^ This is obviously a reference 
to the first edition of The Surgeon’s Mate, published in 1617. In 
the Court Minutes of March 26th and 27th, 1618, his salary from 
. the E.I. Co. was increased from £20 to ;f30 a year. § 

* The author’s work. The Surgeon’s Mate. 

f Danvers and Foster, Letters received hy the East India Company from its 
Servants in the East, Vol. II, p. 184. Also Sainsbury, Calendar of State Papers, 
Vol. I, p. 413, No. 991. 

} Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. II, p. 103, No. 241.- 

§ Ibid. Vol. II, p. 141, No. 306. 
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On 15th Oct., 1620, the factors at Jakatra sent home the follow- 
ing complaint against Woodall.* 

" The Surgeons’ Mates in the fleet, and the head Surgeon in the Bear, 
good for nothing; neither understand anything belonging to surgery. 
Woodall 'wrongs the Company by 'entertaining insufiident men, never - 
trained up in that faculty, -who affirm they are bound to give him two- 
thirds of their wages." 

It appears to have been Woodall’s- practice to' appoint his 
apprentices as Surgeons of the Company’s Indiamen, himself 
meeting the expense of fitting them out, and in return drawng a 
part of their pay ; — ^the above complaint says two-thirds, he him- 
self- admitted one-sixth. A further entry on the subject occurs in 
the Court Minutes of ist and 13th Oct., 1624.! 

“ 1st Oct. 1624. Information having been given that Woodall has 
shipped 12 servants into -the Indies, whose wages he is to receive, ordered 
that he be warned to attend -the next Court. 

!' i^th Oct. 1624. Examination of Woodall, charged -with m a ki ng his 
own gain by -thrusting his servants upon the Company ; he admits he has 
seven apprentices as Surgeons’ mates in the Indies, but has had 20, who are 
dead ; that they are set out at his great charge, and the benefit he makes 
is but their two months’ pay yearly, and that such as live to return prove 
the ablest for that employment by reason of their practice, as will appear 
upon examination of skilful Surgeons to whom he refers, ^vith that his 
submitting trial -the Court was satisfied.’’ 

;-N 

This arrangement seems to have been approved by the Comt 
in Dec., 1619, the order of that date being repeated in 1627. J 

*' 5ih Oct. 1627. A former order- in December 1619, for Woodall, - 
surgeon, to have -two mouths’ pay yearly of all his servan-ts' wages in the 
Indies, confirmed.” 

In 1621 the Company published a volume of standing orders, 
a copy of which may be seen in the Library of the India Office. 
The duties of the Chirurgion Generali are given on pages 32, 33. 


” The La-wes or Standing Orders of the East India Company, 1621, 

PP* 32, 33- 


" Chirurgion Generali. 

"Thesmd Chirurgion and his Depu-ty shall have a lodging or a place in 
the Yard, where one of -them shall a-ttendance every working day, 
from morning untill night, to cure any person or persons who may be huEt— 


* Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. II, p. 
t Ibid. Vol. Ill, p. 416, No; 6a8 ; 
I Ibid. Vol. rV, p. 406, No. 527. 


392, No. 911, 
and p. 424, No. 643. 
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in lUc scnncc o£ this Company, and the like in all their ships riding at an 
anchor at Deptford and Blackwall, and at Erith, where hee shall also keepe 
a Deputy witli his chest furnished, to remaine there continually, until! all 
tlic said ships be vajded dorni from thence to Gravesend. 

"They shall also cut the liajurc of the carpenters, saylors, caulkers, 
labourers and any other workemen in the Companies said yards and ships, 
once cverj' forty dayes, in a scemety manner, performing their worlts at 
breakfast and dinner times or in raynie weatlier, and in an open place- 
where no man may loytcr or lye hidden under pretence to attend his turne 
of tiimming. 

" They shall discover unto the Clarke of the Yard and to others who shall 
be in places of autliority, all such persons whom they shall finde decrepit, . 
lame, uncicanc or unable to the Companies service, that tliey may be 
forthwith dismissed from the same. 

•* In consideration of the afore-written attendance and performance, it is 
ordered that every carpenter, saylor, labourer, or other workeman what- 
soever in the said yards and ships, shall pay two pence every moneth out 
of his wages to the said Cliirurgion generall. 

"And the said Cliirurgion generall shall assist the Committees to hire 
unto tlie sliipping and voyages of tliis Company sldlfull and honest Chirur- 
gions and their Mates, at such reasonable rates of wages as possible he may ; 
and he shall acquaint and shew them brom time to time all such medicines 
and tilings as shall be furnished into tlic chests of which they are to take 
charge-for tlie voyages. 

" He shall use diligence to furnish up all the said chests in such due times 
that they be hereafter brought unto the Companies house fourteene dayes 
at least before there shall be occasion to ship them, that so every perticular 
thing maj' be seenc and allowed by those Committees, doctors, apothicaries 
or any others whom the Court of Committees shall please to appoint for 
that purpose. 

" He slial at the rcturne home of the Companies ships from the Indies 
receive, and also give a receipt to be accomptable to the said Company for, 
the chirurgions chests, tooles, medicines and ingredients : of all which he 
shal take due accompt of the ship cliirurgion when he delivereth up his 
chest." 

Presumably Woodall’s apprentices did the hair-cutting, while 
he himself pocketed the twopences. Sha^dng is not mentioned in 
these orders, but on page 2 of Th& Surgeon’s Mate, he writes — 

" But let me friendly teU the Surgeon's Mate, it is the credit of a yong 
Artist to take a vein smoothly and neatly, as also to shave well is praise- 
worthy." 

- In 1620 Woodall invested £1000, a large sum of money in those 
days, in the Company’s stock. He was also a shareholder in the 
Virginia Company. 

To our modem ideas, £20 or £30 a year does not sound high 
remuneration for a Surgeon General, but apparently there were 
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many medical men in London who envied Woodall his appoint- 
ment, and made efforts to oust him, with a view to taking his 
place. The Court Minutes of 3rd July, 1619, note a proposal that 
the Surgeons of Indiamen should be chosen with the approbation 
of Surgeon’s Hall, instead of by Woodall, but the motion was not 
accepted.* * * § The Minutes of Feb., 1619/20 contain the following 
notes : — t 

" z^th Feb. All tlie Surgeons’ chests viewed by the Master and Wardens ' 
of the Apothecaries. 

" z6th Feb. The Surgeons’ chests to be more carefully looked to here- 
after. Woodall and an apothecary appointed to provide the Surgery, the 
‘ physical things ’ to be sent and seen by D* Atkins, one of the Company, 
a very honest and sufficient gentleman and great adventurer, the chests at 
Gravesend to be examined by Woodall. 

" z8th Feb. Things provided by Woodall for the Surgeons’ chests to be 
shown to D” Terye and Raven, and if approved, to be sent down to 
Gravesend.” 

• In Nov., 1621, the Committee resolved to purchase themselves 
the drugs required. On 17th May, 1622, we find — 

" Opinion of Winston { that the last Surgeon's chest sent to Surat 
had a much greater provision than was necessary ,* the Indies hath drugs 
in far greater plenty and perfection than here.” § 

In July, 1623, the Court Minutes contain the following notes [j— 

“ 9th July. Petition of Woodall, the Company's ’Surgeon, against any 
other being allowed to provide the surgeon’s chest for the Charles, debatte 
thereon, and resolution that a trial medicine chest for 100 men, with the 
prices, be provided by those that will undertake it." 

Further proceedings on this subject are recorded in the Court 
Minutes of Sept, and Dec., 1623, and of Feb., 1623/24, as follows. 
It will be seen that medical etiquette came to Woodall's assistance. 
In those days a physician held a position superior to that of a 
surgeon or apothecary. V 

"-5th Sept., 1623. Surgeons’ chests having been provided for the Charles 
by D” Atkins and Winston, and also by Woodall, against whom objec- 
tions are made, the Company do not hold it just to displace an old servant 

* Sainsbuiy, Calendar, Vol. II, p. 283, No. 700. 

t Ibid. Vol. II, p. 351, No. 808. 

j Thomas Winston (1575-1655), one of the leading London physicians o^ 
the time, was M.A., 1602, M.D., 1608, of Cambridge, also M.D., Padua {Diet. 
Nat. Biog.). ■' •• — ' 

§ Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. Ill, p. 39, No. 87. 

II Ibid. Vol. Ill, p. 122, No, 301. 

if Ibid. Vol. Ill, pp. 149-151, No. 327; p. 186, No. 351; p. 243, No. 404; 
p. 244, No. 409. 
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before they have heard him ; the chests to be viewed by the Master and 
Wardens of the Apothecaries, the Master and Wardens of the Surgeons, and 
certain physicians, who arc to give their judgments on both chests. 

“ toff; Sept., 1623. D*'* Atkins and Winston, having had their Surgeon’s 
chest viewed and allowed by the College of Physicians, will not come into 
contestation by Surgeons, as a thing ill becoming their calling ; the Court, 
however, resolved to view both it and Woodall’s. 

" i2fh Sepf., 1C23. View to be taken of both the Surgeon’s chests pro- 
vided by D~ Atkins and Winston, and M^ Woodall, at which D** Mount- 
ford, Mayerme, and Hudson, the Masters and Wardens of the Apotliccarics 
and Surgeons, and such of the Surgeons now returned * as can be found, arc 
to be present. 

*' $ 11 ; Dee., J623. Report of the Surgeon’s chest prepared by M*^ 
Woodall ; ordered that Woodall receive /.{o by way of imprest for that 
scr\*icc, and that the Committees crave the help of both surgeons and 
phjrsicians to view the things proper to their several faculties. 

•' 3rrf Feb., 1623/2.^. The business of the Surgeons’ chests taken into 
consideration ; Uiose furnished by Wheatley and Woodall viewed ; proposal 
that Sir William Pady and Raven be joined with Atldns and 
Winston as c.\amincrs.| 

" pf/j Feb., 1623/2.5. The order for tlic Surgeons appointed for tliis fleet 
to attend D*' Atkins suppressed by Woodall. Information of M*’ Deputy 
tliat he had spoken with a learned physician, who wondered that physicians 
should take upon them to set down surgeons’ proportions, the same not 
being proper to their art, save only for matter of physic, it was therefore 
thought vorj' fit tljat in matters of physic they consult with physicians, and 
for matters of surgery the surgeons give satisfaction to tire committee.” 

Earl}^ in 1625 Woodall found liimself in serious trouble. Sir 
Thomas iMerrj', one of Hie servants of the ICing, owed him some 
mone3% and Woodall sen’cd a wTit upon Merry in the royal palace 
at Wiitehall. Thereupon the Lord Steward committed him to 
prison. Woodall asked the help of the Company, who preferred 
a petition for liis release. The Lord Steward set liim at liberty 
for a fortnight, that he might see to the surgeons’ chests for the 
next fleet, but after doing this work, he was again committed to 
jail. The Court Minutes of 23rd Feb., 1624/25, contain the follow- 
ing note on the subject, f The result is not stated, but probably 
he was eventually released, on making suitable apology. 

*' Woodall being remanded to prison by the Lord Steward, to the 
hazard of his utter undoing. Sir H. Handford requested the Company to 
labour for his deliverance. It was conceived that this last commitment 
was through some private enemies of Woodall, and though the Court 

* I.e. Surgeons of Indiamcn, returned from tlie Indies. 

t For disputes about examination of Surgeons, see Chap. XXII, Appoini- 
meni to the Service, Exam. 

} Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. IV, p, 34, No. 65. 
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desired his release they willed he should use his own best means first, and 
if that succeed not they will move the Lord Steward for his release.” 

On 7th March, 1626/27, Company resolved to send three 
hogsheads of red wine to the ships in the Downs, on the advice 
of WoodaE, and of Ralph Harris, Surgeon of the Mary, that red 
wine was very useful, and “ physical ” for men sick of the flux, 
or dysentery. 

The Court Miivutes of gth May, 1627, contain the following 
petition from Woodall.* 

" Petition of Woodall,' Surgeon, showing that formerly he had been 
allowed a labourer’s pay in Blackwall yard, and 2d. per month out of every 
workman's wages there for curing and healing those hurt, which had both 
been detained these three years past, and desiring consideration for his 
cost and care ; 30^. bestowed -upon him in full recompense of all charges 
and pains to that day.” 

In May, 1628, the Company ordered a general reduction of 
salaries, and WoodaU suffered among others, his pay being reduced 
from 3^30 to £20 a year. This salary was paid him for his services 
in selecting Surgeons for employment on board ship, and for 
fitting out their medicine chests ; for the contents of the chests he 
was, of course, separately paid. The Court Minutes of loth, 15th, 
and 31st Dec,, 1630, contain the following notes on his pay and 
allowances.! 

" loth Dec., 1630. Request of Woodall for an allowance of 8s. per 
week to find a Surgeon to live at Blackwall and give attendance in the yard 
and ships, and for some satisfaction for almost three years during which 
he has cured many hurt in their service ; to look out when he received 30/., 
and to bring a note of his cures and charges. 

" x^th Dec., 1630. Gratuity of 20I. to Woodall, Surgeon, for zj 
years' extraordinary service in curing divers of the Company’s servants 
hurt aboard ship or in the yards, and for boat hire, etc. 

'* zist Dec., 1630. Two petitions read of divers of the better sprts of the 
Company’s workmen and officers, namely, shipwrights, caulkers, joiners, 
sawyers, labourers, and men of all sorts belonging to their ships, praying 
' • they may have a Surgeon to attend them upon all occasions, and promising 
to allow him monthly 2d. -or weekly to be deducted out of the wages 
of each inan, as weU master or servant. Ordered that Woodall or 
some surgeon by his appointment attend this service, and that their 
officers on land and pursers aboard carefully gather said contribution of 
■ each man in pay aboard their ships in harbour and in or near their works in 
Blackwall, and be answerable to Woodall for the same.” ' ' 

• Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. IV, p. 348, No. 440, 

.t Ibid. Vol. V, p. 94, No. 106 ; p. 95, No. 109 ; p. ioi. No. 120. 
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He rcccivod another gi-aluity on 6th Dee., 1633, as recorded in 
Court ^f{nu^cs of that date.* * * § 

*' Petition ot Woodall, the Company’s chirurgedn, showing that it is 
near three years since he received any gratuity for healing their servants, 
since which time he hath cured above 50 persons, many of great diseases, 
as brolccn legs and arms, broken sculls, bones out of joint, and other great 
wounds and bruises, and disbursed money for their diets, paid women to 
attend them, and otherwise put to charge by water and land and carrying 
them to hospitals, and curing them there ; the Court conferred upon liim a 
gratification of 30/., which he thankfully accepted.” 

In 1635 the Compaii}- were struggling hard to make ends meet, 
and had to retrench in every possible way. At Christmas, 1635, 
the list of officials was retnsed, salaries were again cut down, and 
some were struck off, of whom Woodall was one, as shown by the 
Court Miuutcs of Sth May, iS.jo.t 

'* Woodall at this Court pcticioncd that his wages might bee restored 
which w.as talcen away from him ever since December, 1635, representing 
Uie cures hoc hath jjerformed since that time, having cured above 50 
j)crsons, and also that hcc had contrived a bookc of chirurgery for the good 
of Uic East India voyage : in considcracion whereof the Court was pleased 
by erection of hands to bestowe upon liim 60H. for all demands whatsoever 
from December, 1635, untill Midsummer next.” 

Though no longer a salaried official, Woodall was still employed 
in fitting up the surgeons’ chests, and several payments on this 
account are from time to time recorded. Another charge, 
apparentlj' the last, was made against him in the Court of Com- 
mittees of 9th Nov., i6ij2.J 

" The Court is informed that M*' Woodall used to have the old chirur- 
gery chests with their contents, for which he allowed the Company the price 
they cost, but now they arc denied him ; he is called in and asked whether ■ 
he did not ' new boyle the salves againe,’ and so make the Company pay 
for them twee, this he denies ' upon lus rcputacion,’ but confesses that he 
used them at Clirist’s Hospital § to cure the poor. Hereupon he is granted 
permission to receive the chests as formerly ; but is told that, whereas the 
sliips used to stay out tliirty montlis and sometimes longer, now they- will 
only be out about lialf that time, so he must proportion his surgery chests 
accordingly.” 

* Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol V, p. 497, No. 520. 

- - t Calender of the Court Minutes, etc., of the East India Company, 1640-43, 
by Ethel Bruce Sainsbury, p. 40. 

X E. B. Sainsbury, Calendar, p. 284. 

§ Clirist’s Hospital, probably a mistake for St. Bartholomow’sj, ^ylierc'^Aroo^all- 
was Surgeon. 
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Woodall was now getting a very old man, well over eighty, 
and past work. The Comt Mimtes of 17th May, 1643, record his 
resignation.* 

" John Woodall being very sick and weak, and therefore unable to serve _ 
the Company any more, his nephew, Henry Boone, is entertained as 
Chirurgeon in his place.” 

The Court Minutes of 23rd June, 1643, contain a last petition for 
help from Woodall, but this request met with no sympathy-t 

” Mr. John Woodall made his humble request to the Court that, in 
regard hee is growne old and beddrid and not able to foUowe his calling, 
and his children being growne to men’s estates, lying very heavy upon him, 
the which, with the many losses and misfortunes that have befallen him in 
his estate, inforced him to bee a suytour to the Court that they would bee 
pleased towards the repayre of his languishing necessities and his better sup- 
port now in his declyning and dying dayes to bestowe somewhat upon him. 

" The Court taking his said request into consideration, and understand- 
ing that upon the inquiry of some of the committees that hee is not in 
necessity, but hath a sufficient estate, did by erection of hands deny to 
bestowe anything upon him.” 

The Visitation of London in 1633-35 records that Woodall had 
then four children living, three sons and one daughter. It also 
mentions that he claimed to use the arms of the family of Uredall. 

Two months after the last entry in the Court Minutes, that of ^ 
June, 1643, he was gathered to his fathers. Richard Sm5rth’s 
Obituary, printed as Volume 44 of the Camden Society’s publica- 
tions, contains the following entry : — 

” 1643, August 28. Old Woodhall, the Surgeon, died.” ^ 

Henry Boone was employed for many years by the Company 
in much the same capacity as Woodall, though he does not appear 
to have received the title of Surgeon General. The third volume 
of Miss Sainsbury’s Calendar of the Court Minutes of the East 
India Company, covering the years 1644-49, contains many 
references to. Boone. Payments to him of £200 for chirurgery chests 
are noted by the Court of Committees on 17th April, 1644, on 3rd 
Jan., 1644/45, on 24th Dec., 1645, and on i8th Dec., 1646 ; fSoo 
in all. in less than three years. On 30th July, 1647, Boone was 
admitted to the freedom of the Company by service, pajnng 
twenty shillings to the poor-box. On 28th Sept., 1647, he was 
ordered to waite out directions for the preservation of the chirur- 
• gery chests while at sea. 

* E. B. Sainsbury, Calendar, p. 323. 


t Ibid. p. 328. 


CHAPTER IV 


EA1U.Y HISTORY; THE ISLANDS; AMBOYNA 

•' Never was isle so lilUc, never was sea so lone. 

But over the scud and the palm trees an English flag was flown.” 

Kipling, The English Flag. 

To our generation India is a definite entit3^ the vast coimtry or 
sub-continent which extends from the Hinialaj^as to the sea. Our 
forefathers, three centuries ago, knew no such definition. \\Tiat 
is now our Indian Empire then contained numerous more or less 
independent states. One indeed stood pre-eminent, the Idngdom 
of the Great IVIogul, the Badshah of Delhi, Agra, and Lahore. 
But much of southern or peninsular India .was never included in 
the Delhi empire ; on the other hand, the sway of that monarchy 
’ extended over Kabul and Kandahar, which are not now considered 
as part of India. Even in the middle of the nineteenth century, 
Burma was a foreign country ; not, as it now is, a province of 
India. 

The earl}^ ventures of the East India Company were not 
directed specially to India, but to the East Indies ; this term 
including Burma, the JIalay Archipelago, Siam, and even countries 
as far east as China and Japan. For the first quarter of a century 
it may be said that the islands of the Malay Archipelago, rather 
than continental India, were the cliief aim and seat of the E.I. Co., 
as well as of the Dutch. Their factory at Bantam was founded 
nearly ten years before that at Surat, their first foothold in India 
itself. Men had then no reason to suppose that England would 
develop a great empire on the mainland of India. 

The Company’s first voyage was to the islands, in 1601-03, 
under Lancaster, where he founded the factories at Achin in 
Sumatra, and at Bantam in Java, in 1601. Captain Hippon, 
in the seventh voyage, founded a factory in Siam in 1610-11. 
Numerous other factories were started in the islands during the 
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next ten years. Bantam was formally made a Presidency in. 
1619, Thomas Brockedon being the first President., 

These factories, as a rule, had each a medical of&cer of some 
sort, or were supposed to have one. They must often have been_ 
left without any ; for, when a Surgeon died, the interval before 
a successor could be sent from England, or obtained from one of 
the Company's Indiamen, was long. Often too the medical 
officers available must have been inferior men, like " Lamence 
the Surgion ” in the following extract, who was an apprentice, 
receiving only a subsistence allowance, while his nominal wages 
were paid to his master. 

Sir Henry Middleton, who commanded the second voyage 
in 1604, on returning from Bantam to England, left orders to ' 
Gabriel Towerson and the other factors there, dated Bantam^ 
ist Oct., 1605, in which occurs — * 

" Onelie you are to paye no wage to Lawrence the Surgion and Edward 
EUimore, who be not their owne men but servants & therefore they must 
att all tymes be soe phed | by you of all such thinge as they shall necessarie 
wante & the rest of the wages to be reserued to thuse of their mrs whoine . 
they serue.” 

A letter from Bantam, written by William Nicolls on 14th Jan., 
1613/14, speaks of Thomas Symons, Surgeon's Mate there,>s\j 
having been sick two-thirds of the time. In Jan., 1617/18, 
Richard HonnseU, on board the Unicorn, writing to Capt^ 
George Bell, President at Bantam, requests his directions for 
the removal of the Surgeon of the Hope to the Unicorn, and sa3's 
that there are in the Hope Thomas Symons and two other 
Surgeons. J 

The Cou}^ Minutes of the E.I. Co. for 2nd-4th Nov. 1614, 
contain the follo\ving application : — § 

“ Petition for employment of Samuel Saltingston (Salstonhall) brought 
up under Sir Richard Saltingston who he served seven years, since which v, 
time he has practised ph3rsic in Ireland and York, to be entertained as a 
factor at Bantam for seven years, and do his best- in those arts of Surgery 
and physic." 

On 31st Jan., 1616/17, Richard Cocks, writing to the E.I. Co. 
firom their factory at Firando in Japan, says that Richard Wickham, 

• The First Letterbook of the East India Company, i6oo~ig,.pprgi-g4.^ ^ 
f Soe-plied, i.e. supplied, 
t Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. II, p. 102, No. 239. 

§ Ibid. Vol. I, p. 332, No. 785. 
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Comiivnulov <*f the Aiivicc, goes in place of Jlr. John Tolton, tlxc 
former rommaiulor, wjin is too ill to go, and so has been detained ; 
and Robert Hawly, the ehinirgcoji, has been detained lo look 
after him.*^ 

Tiie Co:.';/ of the ILL Co. of 12th Nov., 1619, contain 
a note — *]■ 

■' <;Tc,\t (tcfccl of dnij;:; an<l sar/a-ry staff .at It.iat.aai, for the comfort 
.'ir.d t are of men, slon- to be piovitted for Ivant.am, asanl for foar great 
sbjp'5 ; .al'o la‘o Sar/a'on". rxtj.noidin.iry, one to rcm.aiii .at B.antam, tlic 
o’.h'T .at ?as'.af. with convenient <lrnj;s .and sarncry for c.ach factory.” 

0)1 iiih I'eb., 1610/20, Philip Bradshaw, appointed Surgeon 
for Iho factory at Bantam, asks for a gratuity. On 17th Itlarch 
of the satno year he was roctunmended by Woodall for the post 
of Chief Surgeon at Bantam. Bradshaw’s appointment was not 
a .success. 0 )i i.jlh Dec.. 1623. Thojuas Brockedon writes to the 
ILL Co. from Batavia — 1 

” T]u' vnr,;con's provi'a'ons .nnd * physical drugs ' would be much more 
beneficial if thetc were a sufneirnt man to administer them ; more need 
of a physician than a ?urgeon ; and the one at present hero, named 
Br.uMiaw, is such a continurd drunkard that nothing can reclaim him, 
so that though he have rea*5onable skill, that beasilike vice overthrows all 

otlier good parts,” 

On 7lh .Aug,, 1621, John Jourdain, at Patani, writes to Edward 
Long at Siam — § 

" Has .spared Thom.xs Spcltic, the .surgeon of their house, to go in the 
)unk, but he must return again. Entertain him as he shall carry himself.” 

On 9lh Feb., 1622/23, Richard Fursland writes from Batavia 
lo the E.I. Co. that he is sending home, among others — 1 | 

" Also Richard Wood, Pickering, and Spottis, Surgeons, honest men, 
long in the country, for whom at present they have no cmplojancnt.” 

On Z5th Oct., 1623, Robert Pickering, Surgeon, w’ho had reached 
England, petitions the Company for emplo3Tncnt. *11 Spottis may 
be the same as Thomas Spettie, at Patani eighteen months 

• Lei/ers recfiveil by the F.sisf Jvdin Compmy from their Setvauts in the East, 
Vol. V, p. 70. 

t Sainsbuiy', Calendar, Vol. II, p. 321, No. 7C5. 

+ Ibid. Vol. Ill, p. 202, No. 3GS ; and Vol. II. p. 350, No. 806 ; and p. 363, 
Ko. 823. 

§ Ibid. Vol. II, p. 446, No. 1070. 

(; Ibid. Vol. HI, p. 109. No. 264. 

•' Ibid. Vol. Ill, p. 224. 


30 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

before. One wonders why the drunkard, Bradshaw, was not 
dismissed and sent home, instead of one of these three Surgeons 
of good character. 

In 1621 the English and Dutch entered into an agreement to 
share the trade 'of the islands. The English then abandoned' 
Bantam, and settled a factory at Amboyna in Feb., 1620/21. 
The Dutch then got completely the upper hand of the struggle 
for trade between the East India Companies of the two nations, 
in the Malay islands, though the English still, on sufferance, 
remained in occupation of some of their factories. The famous 
massacre of Amboyna occurred on 27th Feb., 1622/23. • On Feb. 
nth Ab^ Price, Surgeon of the English factory at Amboyna, was 
made prisoner in the Dutch fort, charged with having attempted, 
when drunk, to set fire to a Dutchman's house. He was tortured, 
and imder torture confessed to a plot, probably imaginary, on 
the part of the English, to attack and murder the Dutch. The 
English officials were seized, aU were tortured, and on 27th' Feb. 
most of them were beheaded. The lives of a few were spared. 
Those who suffered were Captain Gabriel Towerson, the English 
Agent, Samuel Colson, Emanuel Thompson, Timothy Johnson, 
John Wetherall, John Clarke, William Griggs, John Fardo, Abel 
Price, and Robert Browne ; also Augustine Perez, a Portugi^esi 
bom in Bengal, and nine Japanese.*- " 

In June, 1624, a petition to King James was sub-6mitted bj 
Thomas Johnson,^ Haberdasher to the Kin g, follows. This 
is the only mention' of medical officer, j 

*' That his only sonl Timothy, assistant surgeon in a factory in th< 
Indies, was wrongfully ^ ccused, tortured, and put to death amongst others 
of the King’s subjects i^ \ the East Indies by the Hollanders there, and his 
estate of loooZ. lost to^tliiie petitioners. Prays that His Majesty will cause 
the States of thf j Low Countries to make restitution of his son's estate.” 

The Narrative of the massacre was forwarded by Morris 
Abbott, Go^‘vemor of the E.I. Co., and the Committee, to Carleton, 
Ambas?s-ddor at the Hague. Correspondence on the subject 
l^Kween England and Holland was continued for several years, 
4 )ut no reparation was ever made. 

In 1673 Dryden wrote a tragedy, printed and acted in tha d 

* Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. Ill, p. 303 et seq., No. 499. The original narrative 
of the massacre, at great length,, \vdll be found here. 

t Ibid. p. 296, No. 483. 
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year, called Amhoyna, or the Cruelties of the Dutch to the English 
Merchants, probably the worst of his numerous plays. It was 
written in order to excite public feeling against the Dutch, then 
at war with England. The actual facts of the massacre are bad 
enough, but are much exaggerated by the poet. 

On 6th Nov. 1630, George Willoughby, Agent at Masulipatam, . 
writes to the head factory at Surat that six factors and a surgeon 
are required at Jambi, and a surgeon at Bantam, both factories 
at that time subordinate to Masulipatam. In jan., 1631/32, 
Wilham Hoare and the Council at Bantam write to the Company, 
enclosing a list of officers in that factory and in those subordinate 
to it, which shows Richard Alcocke as appointed chirurgeon at 
Bantam, from Surat, and at Jambi Richard Wilson, who had 
been Surgeon’s Mate in the London. Willoughby’s letter was 
acted on, after some delay. The Court Minutes of 20th Nov., 
1633, record—* 

" Ordered, on information of the great want of Chirurgeons and 
Chirurgery to the southwards, that Woodall send an experienced man to 
Bantam and another to Jambi, and make ready two chests of Chirurgery 
ware besides the ship’s provision, talcing care they be wholesome and 
orderly packed.” 

/ 

The Company’s power in the islands, severely shaken by 
^ Dutch competition, never recovered from the effect of the Amboyna 
massacre. The £)utch Company, which received more support 
from its Government, was too strong for the Enghsh. In 1624 
the English Company • abandoned most of its factories in the 
Malay islands,'^ Japan, etc. ; only a few, Achin, Jambi, Japara, 
and Macassar, being retained. The factory at Bantam was re- 
estabhshed /in 1628, in 1630 reduced from a Presidency to an 
Agency, subordinate to Surat, and on nth Oct., 1633, again made 
independent of India, while on 23rd Dec., 1633, the title of President 
was conferred on the Agent, George Willoughby. Madras was 
subordinate to Bantam from its foundation in 1640 up to 1653, 
when itbecame an independent Presidency. In 1677 the Javanese 
sacked/ the factory and murdered the Agent. In 1682 the Dutch 
captured the factory at Bantam, after which it was finally 
abandoned.- 

Besides those mentioned above, many other factories in the 

islands and in the further East were, from time to time, during 

* Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. V, p. 76, No. 91 ; p. 249, No. 261 ; p. 488, No. 513. 


34 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

After their final withdrawal from Bantam, the English confined 
their operations almost entirely to the island of Sumatra, where 
they fixed their- headquarters at Bencoolen, on the south-west 
coast, and there founded Fort York in 1685-87, and Fort Marl- 
borough in 1715. 

The names of a few Surgeons serving on the West Coast, 
i.e. Sumatra, during the last few years of the seventeenth and 
beginning of the eighteenth centuries, may be found in the 'Fort 
St. George Factory Records and in the Madras Press Lists. 

Walter Chesley came out in the Sampson in Feb., i 6 g 6 lg‘/, 
being appointed from England as Surgeon for the West Coast. 
Charges were made against him of having been constantly drunk 
on the voyage out. He made countercharges against the captain. 
An inquiry was held, the result of which is contained in the 
Fort St. George Cons, of ist April, 1697. 

" Evidence of passengers demonstrate Chesley to be a trouble- 
some, pragmaticall, and illgoverned man, and confirms our former opinion 
that he is not a person fitt to serve the Hon. Comp® as Chyrurgeon on the 
West Coast.” 

He was also accused of drawing his sword on another pefsoni 
in a punch-house in Madras, and deprived of his sword. He wks 
sent back to England on the King William on 28th Sept., 1695^^ 

Richard Blaclcwall was - appointed Surgeon to ‘ the Wesc 
Coast in place of Chesley, in the Coit^. of 25th Feb., 1696/97. 
His death there is reported in the Cons, of 3rd March, 1700/01. 
Dr. BlackwaU’s trial for treason is one of the most interesting 
episodes in the history of Madras at the end of the seventeenth 
century. The story is given at length in Chap. VII., Early History, 
Madras and the Coast. 

Dr. Coote, removed from Bencoolen for debauchery in 1697.* 
The Cons, of 15th July, 1697, mention William Coote, or Cook, as 
Surgeon of the West Coast. The name might be read either way 
in the manuscript. Probably the same man as William Cook, 
late Surgeon of Tryamong, whose death there is mentioned in a 
letter dated 5th March, 1701/02. f 

Francis Collier, or CoUyer, Surgeon gi the ketch Josiah, 
appointed Surgeon of Tryamong on i6th Sept., 1701. 

* M.P.L., No. 666 of 1697 ; Letters from Fort St. George, Vol. VII, pp. 39-49- ' 

t M.P.L., No. 727 of 5tli March, 1702 ; Pub. Deep, from Court, Vol. XII, pp- 
86-90. Tryamong is probably the factory at Priaman. There is also a River 
Tryamong in Sumatra. 
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5*011 Si. Co?;:. iVr.. i7(>2. ropoj-} ilini i5)o .«i|onp 


n 

^ •J 

H # » • » 

« 

‘f f;*-.' r; 


rivi d 

th.it SVo lSvht:. 

r:, 




It 

w .V «h 

• n .Yt 5 ' 

w 

» e ♦ * « ‘ 

r.t (? 

i.*<5 

■ u. It 

::<i :uu 

.iW.'.y 


;d 1 


Id 

w • ,w < 
J-.l, » 

id h<-5 

» at fill 

- •« f>. * . 

• * * < * t ' 

rd. 

Va 

vi'- put in : 

i h-ns: 

V. 
* ♦ ■ 

.0 M 

rrv'^d t‘- 

V<< \'r 

. i • ' fl\ 

Iv nc-.i 

hr 

.dly 

IK.-'.’ 

ti li 

, aval 

h.r.d h' 

m i< ft 

w 1 . 

« » i 


l:..d 

I'M'I 

"A «h 

'.lUt < '• nf Ji'ii'- 

Iv 

c.\ t! 

i'-s 

li.W 


,< nth, .1 

■< w..<. 

K r 

• ;r;- 

»,j 1; 

.IVr 

Iv r;t 

d« “V t 

<» tin 55 


A 


' 1 n 

i 4 4*141 


i'- na 

i - 

♦ • • 

•* - 

1 •< « 

i*.y 


:A;r.' y 

wla ;- 

• « . 

y.w 

:*h. 

id; 

, t 'W \ 

t J * * ‘O , 



D; 


1 : 3 ; 

n 

, SniK- 

• n i'.t 


* «•* 


v' 1 

f ;,Ve 

in 

2 to t 

»• • 

rr la 


» 





in 

Ju:;i 

1’. 3 

•■vO : 

. j;*Ct» r 

y Vwi'. 1 


5'*!! 

T. C 

> nu<-3'-,t 

<-51 tl'. 

e Si<Ut 


C.ticljjK.lt', v. 5 u». *.v}ih ju;»ny t-f ilu' <iilur (tfs'iot r.-:, was murdered b}' 

Malay-, «'ji Oi< nijihl «•{ 2ud .^larch. 170/, ;o5. Most of those who 

* 'c.:-.',-" <5 < 53 i H i;-. •hoi v.riv 5 ;Ukd in a second massacre on 10th 

♦ 

May o{ ilif -'a!!;r viar. ;im«-n?; them St. (Stephen?) Paul, tlie 
Su;,'a‘'.n.E A t'o ju ral !.< ttvr from Fort St. (u*orf>e, dated 7th and 
lot’ji Oct., 1705. indudos a*: para, jo6~jj 

" Cr.pt, r>t-rs;;rT‘; relation oi ma’-acreat roUicondorc sent, also D*' 
SV,'.5r.d'*^ letter to M' NV.'/.t's." 


H.amilton*; f;ivcs tlie followinp account of the Engli.di faclorj^ 
at Banjannassim in Borneo, in tlte early years of the eighteenth 
century, when it was under a Mr. Cunningham, a survivor of 

• f^fUrtiuKS /fc»>: l.fttets, Dfii^aUhfs. av.tl oihn SMf Pn>ytrs presttvrd in the 
Ut'>)n}i.v/ by G. \V, l*orr<-;t, Vot. II, p. -lOO Letters). 

*t No. 2011 of 3i?l Jan, 1663; Pub. Desp. from Court, Vol. VI, 
pp. :Ct- 23 . 

J Pulo is IIjc M.al.ay word for island, ef. Pwlo Penajtfj. 
t Yule, liedpes’ Diaty, Vol. II, p. 34J. 

Ahsttacts, Letters from Coast and Hay. Vol. I, 1703-15, p, 6^, 

^ Hamilton's jV«t' Account of the East Indies, third edition, Vol. II, p. r^.p 
An account of the massacre at Pulo Condore is given at p. 205 of the same volume. 



36 HISTORY OF . THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

the massacre at Pulo Condore. Though “ bred a Surgeon," he 
appears to have been serving the Company as a Factor, not as a 
medical ofScer. 

The factory, Hamilton states, was at first built on floats 
formed of great trees tied together, afterwards on piles driven 
into the ground. 

■ “ Captain Barry, a very ingenious Gentleman, drew the Plan, but died 
before the work was brought to any great Forwardness, and Cunning- 
ham, who came thither from Pullo-Condore, when that Factory was cut ofi 
by their Maccasser Soldiers, came to the Head of the Company’s affairs. 
He was bred a Surgeon, and had turn'd virtuoso, would spend whole Days 
in contemplating on the Nature, Shape, and Qualities of a Butterfly or a 
Shehflsh, and left the Management of the Company’s Business to others 
. as little capable as himself, so every one but he was Master.” 

The History of the settlements in Sumatra, which were 
retained throughout the eighteenth century, and up. to 1825, is 
referred to in Chap. XXVI, The Minor Medical Services. 
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” I:j \ r..} t>l ?Jjr ia.j*, 11.3(1), tl.uijihtfr of llu; Emperor 

i'hJj jt!.:-.'! f'Tn >sjr.»Sf«JJy buijit, by hrr clollo-s fatchint' fire, an 

.X... .r;)« 5,) tbiowrh tin: jccomnu-mlation of the Vizier 

K3j..j 5, 10 <lr :sr I’l.- i- t,i;u <• of an European Surgeon. In this 
j.fTvjcr t 3 ,c- Ct-’.nu jl at t^-.nvit r.uininat^al Mr. (hibiiel J'iotif^ljlon, Surgeon of 
ih'- fJsiji !h‘l r-.trii. r\I:o ijnjJifiJiateJy I'j ocftaJnl to tlie Emperor’s camp, 
tJjT'n in t)'.'* l)rj;l;.in, ami h'.nl the goo.! fortune to cure the young Princess 
of tJie eJJcet- t»j lar ;Hciib;u. Mr. IJmigluon, in consequence, became a 
f.ivonji'.e .at coniJ ; .ami having been tlesireil to Jiame l>is reward, 
he, with tljai libr-jality wliich char.\cteri?es Ilritons, sought not for any 
juivate tauoluinenl ; but •ulicinal that his nation might have liberty to 
Ir.ide, lrc'f> of all dut jr«, to Itengal, and to establish faclorier. in that countrj". 
Ills rf-que-.* %v.as complied v;ith, and he w.as furnished with the means of 
travelling across th** country to IJengal. Upon his arrival in that province, 
he jiroceeded to Pijdey, and in the year 10.18 (a.d. 1O38), an English ship 
bajqjcning to arrive in that port, he, in virtue of the Emperor’s firman * 
and the privileges granted to him, iicgociated tlic whole of the concerns of 
that vessel witliont the payment of any duties. 

• J'oolnotf by Stew.irl. " 1 was not .able to find a copy of this firman among 
the Indian records, but Mr, Hruce mentions thnt it is in the Stale paper office 
and is dated Tcb. and, 1633/31.” No such document .appears to be in exist- 
ence now. 
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" In the following year the Prince Shujaa having taken possession of 
the Goveriunent, Mr. Boughton proceeded to Rajmahal, to pay his respects 
to his Royal Highness ; he wa^ most graciously received ; and one of the 
ladies of the harem being then ind^posed with a complaint in her side, 
the English Surgeon was again employed, and had the good fortune to 
accelerate her recovery. Owing to this event, Boughton was held. izr" 
high estimation at the court of Rajmahal ; and, by his influence ywth the 
Prince, was enabled to carry into effect the orders of the Empefor, which 
might otherwise have been cavilled at, or, by some underhand method, 
have been rendered nugatory. 

. " In the year 1050 (a.d. 1640), the same ship returned from England, 
and brought out a M* Bridgeman, and some other persons, for the purpose 
of establishing factories in Bengal. M* Boughton, having represented 
the circumstances to the Prince, was ordered to send for M' Bridgeman ; 
that gentleman, in consequence, went to Rajmahal, was introduced to the 
Prince, and obtained an order to establish, in addition to that at Pipley, 
.factories at Balasore and Hooghly.* Some time after this event, 
Boughton died ; but the Prince still continued his liberality and kindness 
• o the English.” 

Unfortunately there appears to be but little foimdation for 
the story thus told by Stewart. His dates are also considerably 
in error. The accident to the Princess Jahanara, eldest daughter 
of Shah Jahan, who was burned by her clothes catching fire, 
happened in 1643-44. Boughton’s mission to Agra took place 
early in 1645, too late for it to have any connection with /the 
accident. The Princess appears to have been treated, and cured, 
by AnituUa, the most famous hakim, or Yunani physician, of the 
time, who was summoned from Lahore for the purpose. The 
factory at Balasore ^was established in 1633, twelve years before 
Boughton went to Agra, as related in Wilson's Early Annals of 
the English in Bengal. \ 

Nicolao Manned, the Venetian, who landed in India at Surat 
""iiTJan., 1655/56, and remained in India till his death, at Madras or 
Pondicherri, about 1717, in his work on India {^toria do Mogor,' 
or Mogul India, 1653-1708, Vol. I, p. 2ig), mentions the accident 
to the Princess Jahanara, but says nothing about treatment, 
and gives no date. 

” This Princess treated herself to many entertainments, such as music, 
dancing, and other pastimes. It happened one night while engaged in 

* Footnote by Stewart. " See East India Records, Vol. XIVj p. 22.” - 

t The Early Annals of the English in Bengal, being the Bengal Public Con- 
sultations for the first half of the Eighteenth Century ; summarized, extracted, and 
edited, with introductions and illustrative addenda, by C. R, Wilson, M.A., Bengal 
Educational Service. London, W. Thacker and Co, Vol. I, 1895 ; Vol. II, part I, 
igoo ; part II, edited by W. Irvine, 1911. 
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such like dances that the thin raiment, steeped in perfumed oils, of the 
Princess’s favourite dancing woman caught fire, and from the great love 
she bore to her, the Princess came to her aid, and thus was burnt herself 
on the chest.” . ' 

The unfortunate dancing woman died of her burns. 

A good deal about Gabriel Boughton will be found in Yule’s 
notes to Hedges’ Diary (Vol. Ill, pp. 167, 168, 183).* Yule 
quotes the passage from Stewart’s history, given above, and says 
that this is the earliest version of the story in its completeness 
which he has been able to find, but that he cannot trace it to any 
accessible authority. Dow’s History of Hindustan (Vol, III, 
p. 179) gives the story of the fire accident as occurring in 1643, 
which is about the time Boughton went to Agra,t but does not 
mention him as having anything to do with it, but on the con- 
trary, says that AnituUa, the most famous physician of the age, 
was brought express from Lahore. The mission of Boughton 
and the fire accident to Shah Jahan’s daughter appear to have 
got mixed up, while the accident may have been located in 
a camp in the Dekkan on account of the obvious improba- 
bility of a surgeon from Surat reaching Agra in time to be of 
any use. 

Yule himself, however, quotes a much earlier, though obviously 
incorrect, version of the Boughton legend. {Hedges’ Diary, III, 
p. 183.) This is contained in a MS. treatise by J. B,, Captain of 
a Company’s ship, who was in India in 1670-80. This work 
shows that the story of Boughton’s services to the Company was 
current within twenty years of Boughton’s death. It also shows, 
as Yule remarks, the inexactitude of even twenty years’ tradition. 
For it seems impossible that Mr Jamla, who did not come to 
Bengal till 1659, could have been the patron from whom 
Boughton, who died several years earlier, obtained trading 
privileges for his countr5mien. The error is probably due to 
the fact that Mr Jamla confirmed the grant made by Shah 
Shuja. 

* The Diary of William Hedges, Esq. {afterwards Sir William Hedges), during 
his Agency in Bengal, as well as his voyage out and return overland (1681-87). 
Transcribed for the press, with introductory notes, etc., by R. Barlow, Esq., 
-and illustrated by copious extracts from unpublished records, etc., by Colonel 
Henry Yule, R.E., C.B., LL.D., President of the Hakluyt Society. Printed for 
the Hakluyt Society, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C,, 1887. Vol. II, T88S,'and 
Vol. Ill, 1889, Illustrative Documents. 

t Boughton went to Agra in the early part of 1645. 
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The passage^ in J. B.'s MS. runs as follows : — 

“In the before mentioned places in these three ICingdoms (Orixa, 
Bengala, and Pattuna)* the English nation in generall hath freedome of 
inhabiting and tradeing, free from all manner of taxes and customes, in 
. and out, the like priviledges hath noe other Nation besides. - 

" All which was procured by the Ingenuitie of Mr. Gabriel Bowden 
(one of our owne Nation) and a very Eminent Doctor of Phisick, sometime 
Doctor in Ordinary to the great Warriour Emir Jemla, who tooke a very 
great Affection towards him and was most courteous and ffree to him, 
and especially upon a Notable Cure of his owne Lady performed (Vnder 
God) by the Doctor, the Nabob callinge for him ordered him atfc that 
instant to demand what he would have given him or had most likeinge to, 
and it shold be grafted in Consideration of his Loyal Service and care of 
the best of his familie. The Doctor highly Surprised with this great 
Person’s Generositie, soone considered upon it, yet soe as not to be greedy 
of any present Gaine (onely for himselfe) and now in the best of time, 
requested that the English Nation might Settle factories in what parts 
of the Kingdomes they pleased, and be free off all duties and Customes, 
which was then 4 per cent, in and the like out for all the goods dealt in, 
the which was noe Sooner demanded but as readily granted, with Phyr- 
mands in the Persian Languadge that the English Nation should hold 
that Priviledge soe longe as they pleased to live and Settle in these" domi- 
nions, and many Other rewards Liberally bestowed Vpon the Doctor (one 
beinge very rare among the Mahometants).*' 

Here this part of the MS. breaks off. 

J. B.‘ has since been identified as not J. B., but T. B., i.e., 
Thomas Bowre}^ and his work published by the Hakluyt Society, j, , 
Orme, in his History, J written thirty-five years before that of 
Stewart, gives much the same account, in fewer words (Vol. II, 
p. 8, Book VI). 

“ The trade of this country was opened to the English by means of a 
Surgeon named Boughton, who in 1636 was sent from Surat to Agra to 
attend a daughter of the Emperor Shaw Jehan, whom he cured, and the. 
Emperor, besides other favours, granted him a patent to trade free of , 
customs throughout his do mini ons, with which Boughton proceeded to 
Bengal, intending to purchase goods in this province,' and to carry them 
by sea to Surat. His patent would probably have been little regarded, if 
the Nabob of the province had not wanted his assistance to cure one of 
his favourite women, whom he likewise recovered ; on which the Nabob 
prevailed on him to remain in his service, giving him an ample stip'end, 
and confirming the privilege of trade which he had obtained at Agra, 

* I.e., Biliar. 

t A Geographical account of countries round the Bay of Bengal, i 669 - 79 - 
By Thomas Bo-\vrey. Edited by Lt.-Col, Sir Richard Camac Temple, Bart.,- 
C.I.E., Cambridge. Printed for the HaHuyt Society, 1905. 

J History of the Military Transactions of the British Nation in Industan, from 
the year MDCCXLV. London, Printed for John Nourse, Bookseller in Ordinary 
to His Majesty, 2 Vols„ 4to, 1775-7S. 
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with ;s to it to j\ 1 I othc»!> ol llio JCtiglish nation who alionUl 

coiuc <0 J'JriifMl. Hon}ihton wroto an acconnt of his influence to the 
f,ovfrnor at J^tnat, by wJmsc advice the Company in i0,}O sent 
two .’hiji,’- from Jin{:l.iini to JVnital, the aftenta of witich bcin[; introtlnccd 
to the >s‘abfd> by Bonphton, were jirrivvd with cutnlci.y, ;vt«l a*<sislcd m 
their meicantiie Ijam-actinn;- ; amt the advanta;;r:, pained by Uiis trial 
pave cucouiaecmrnt to p;o--er«lc the trad'*." 

WlufU-r,* ill his /t.if/v J^trouis of Jhiiish Imiia. repeats the 
same tltlimt it ib.j" (P- 

The CaU'uUtt /Creir.e lov XXIU. Xo. XIA', e<jnlains 

an article by the late Suri'teon Major Xonnan Clievers. entitled 
5a?{‘:<'<’i.'s’ III /n.jta. /'/j.’-i' rtiai fm^ent. This article is noininally 
a review td l-iodwell and Miles' list of the Indian Medical Service, 
from J/b-t t<» published in The title tif Chevers* 

articb', however, expre-ses the nature td its contents fairly enot^di, 
and it is niiuh ni'-ie than a ni« le jeview «*f a list «*f nann-s. hnuii 
if is exiraated the hdlowini: version e.f th*' Boufditon lef*ejtd ; — 


*' In the ernhav p.ir.v. «t 1*0. 'Jlien;./ Ivm-'-. n.ot.itsve, .dl',euin i'- mad<* 
to <'at' of hi' nute, Mu. lloct.njoa. who, rv;i!e»tJy, late t have turn the 
Fuipeen t<i the emba’-y (Is* w;e tcl.nnly not th** t'hapj.ifn), ie-, upon th* ir 
lOHchinp at T.imara, on the C(M' t of At.d’Sa, »>n th< n p.e • ape ont, it app' ais 
that he alone w,e‘. allowed to vr>t th** Isou’e «>f lie* Mii”.dman lanp, when 
he w’.v. treated with ‘ lahii/ a Mae!: Injnor, d}.'.nl: a*' hot a*'- conld be en* 
ibifecj, and which i"? lujjpn-td to have been eoJhv. No fnither allnsion is 
made to Bonpliton in i^ir Thom.e' narj.itjve ; but tie* name not beinp » 
common one, :t;jd it br!!);; dinuult to btheve that two Mirpeon*. oi hiph 
repute of th.it si.’.tne we 5 <- s.iuclnd tu th*- iVunj'.oiy*!. service, neatly at 
the i-ame js-riod, it jnay !>-* not unl.iir to pst'"- that thi*' wa*. the liabiiel 
Boitphton who, ; onte ‘.‘.y in tie- year lojtt, other; jtj jo,}.^, when rntprun 
of the Comj’.nty*'. rhip iJ-.o cn by the Courjed at Suiat ;e. 

the pe!;'i!j bfl tin.dilied to att'-rsd the d.iupht'-j of th** I'mpijor Sh.th 
jehan, wdjo had Men frii’.hthilly burnt by the antderrtal t};j}tti(>n of lun 
clothes, rsnd for who* e r< }it f, till natjvr rhill havinp faih d. her loyal fatln t 
had, by the recommendation of Yirier A* '.id Khan (probably ‘Ataph 


* htitly /iVf) jtl‘, k J iUiiiiU Jtiwiti : A t l!,r yffr/re;.' eft tti 
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porAty dcruM-.fii!;, ftotn tlr rntUat { rt:c.! A ms to llf rs'f cj ihsSs'J, /, a rs to h-.,U.s. 
by J. 'ItdlHjy;; NVheder, late A“-t.'S' cutajv to the llovirtiiuerit of hsdi.s m ij.e 
Foieipn Departnieiit. (."alcutta, O/fti'- of the Supdt. of tiovt, J'lojtifjp, 
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faptethe apf'ohsisssnsli, piotssiliots, leiurmrut, tf:irst.sts:'is, ti sff.slK, u t.'/f.r, t»; 
iirflin or «: F.utopt : Jtom thf y/ar J 7 <q to tf.r jr.Jr" |.\C . f'eanpdf d i-sal i ht< .1 
, i\- l^®dwe!l and Mile*.. Dedicated liv O'linr’-itn to t!.r Ifors'ldt «. o;;it 
01 Directors of the b.asi India Coinpanv. lyuidofi; bom uian. (in:sr . 

& Paumoster Kow; \V. Jb Allen A Co, 7. !,e.i,;rr,!:.dJ : 1. v 

Richardson, 28. Cornhi!! ; and \V. Thacl-f-r A Co. M. AndfreV bt*.o.’,v 
Calcutta; told abo by Dodwell and ;,Sibs, e,.). t ojnl.iiJ, I'r 1 » \r;v ? <•,, 
book now-a-days. 'i'hen: is a copy in the Id rary of the ( A shu. iA* .U .a\ . th , , , 
luc list of names, liowcvTr, is verj* ) 
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Chan,’ the minister who is so frequently alluded to by Sir Thomas Roe, 
and who must have been well acquainted wth the Surgeon to the embassy)i 
sent an express, requesting tlae aid of an English surgeon. ' Repairing to 
•the Emperor’s camp in the Deccan, he cured the Princess, and was desired 
by the grateful Emperor to name his reward. Standing, probably, alone 
in 'the world, but with a heart over-flowing with generous and patriotic^ 
feeling, this noble gentleman requested that his masters, the Company, 
might be granted the long sought for and often denied privilege of establish- 
ing factories in Bengal, and of trading -there free from all taxation. This 
boon, which Jehanjire had distinctly, nay, almost rudely refused to King 
James the First and to -the Company, -through their Ambassador, Shah 
Jehan at once conceded to the humble Surgeon of one of the Company s 
vessels. Repairing to Bengal, with a view to secure and carry out the 
privileges tlius granted, Boughton -visited Rajmehal (this was nearly 
about the time at which Gour was deserted), where he was honourably 
entertained by Sultan Sujah, Subadar of Bengal, -the Emperor’s -third son, 
and where he gained additional credit and good will, by curing one of the 
ladies of the Prince’s haram, of a disease in the side — ^and, consequently. 
Obtained. the fullest aid in establishing the Company’s trade in Bengal. 
Upon Boughton’s information, persons were sent out by the Company to 
occupy -the new ports. The Prince desired M' Boughton to send for 
these gentlemen, and, on their arrival, received permission to establish 
factories at Hughly and Balasore, in addi-tion to -that at Pipley, which had 
already been thrown open by -the Emperor’s firman. We -wish we could, 
add, that Boughton received the full reward of his generosity, in li-ving to 
see his masters’ power firmly grounded in Bengal, as the founda-tion of 
the mightiest colony that -the world has ever Icnown, and in dying under- 
his father’s rooftree, -with tall sons and fair daughters around his bed. 
This, however, was not to be, he died in India, not long after -the opening 
of the ports. Do the ruins of Rajmehal stiU enshrine that honourable 
dust, or ha-ve -the waves of the invading river swept it down to that ocean, . 
which was the only fitting sepulchre for so large and pure a heart ? ” 

Dr. Chevers’ suggestion that the Boughton who accompanied 
Sir Thomas Roe was jSurgeon to the Embassy, and was probably 
Gabriel Boughton, is mistaken. The dates are sufficient to show 
the iinprobability of the theory. Roe set sail for India, from. 
Tilbury, 'in the Lion, on 2nd Feb., 1614/15, and sailed from India 
for England in the Anne on 17th Feb., 1618/19. His voyage to 
India was, therefore, more than twenty years before the earliest 
date (vTongly) alleged for Boughton's mission to Agra, 1636, 
and tliirty years before the actual date, 1645. 

The Boughton who accompanied Roe was a private adven- 
turer, named Humphrey Boughton, who died at Barhanpur on 
25th Nov., 1615, just two months after Roe's arrival in India.* 

♦ T/ie E 7 nbassy of Sir Thomas Roe to the Court of the Great Mogul, i6i5-i9> 
as narratcA in his journal and correspo 7 idence. Edited from contemporary records 
by William Foster, B.A., London. Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 1899, 2 
volumes (p. 32 and p. 100). 
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Sainsbury, in his Calendar (Vol. I, p. 356 ; No. 839), quotes 
from the Court Minutes of i6th Dec., 1614 — 

I 

" Mr. Boughton renews his suit for a passage to the East Indies, for 
the purpose of travelling in China and other unknown parts, to see and 
learn the manners and fashions of those nations for his own instruction ; 
he offers to carry letters from the King or Company and to spend 300I. 
or 400I. a year out of his own means.” 

Roe appears to have had two surgeons attached to his em- 
bassy, probably not at the same time, but one after the other. 
The first was named Greene. In a letter from Roe to Thomas 
Kerridge, chief factor of Surat, dated at Amadavaz (Ahmadabad) 
on i8th Dec., 1617, he writes “ Greene, my surgeon, returns this 
fleete.” 

There are several references to Greene in Sainsbury’s Court 
Minutes, none of them much to his credit. Sir Thomas Roe in 
his letter dated i6th Feb., 1617/18, to Sir Thomas Smyth, 
writes : — 

*' Greene, my Surgeon, and one Hill, late servant to Sir John Scott, 
have obtained passages ; the former is a slanderous, drunken, malicious 
knave, the latter a vain idle boy.” (Sainsbury, Vol. II, p. 131, No. 276.) 

Again, in the Court Minutes of 13th Aug., 1619 — 

“ Suit of Greene, the Surgeon, who went forth with Sir Thomas Roe, 
' abused himself in his service, and returned with disgrace,' for part of 
the money for his goods, stayed till the ambassador’s return, which is like 
to be very shortly.” (Sainsbury, Vol. II, p. 290, No. 726.) 

And in the Court Minutes of 15th Oct., 1619 — 

” Petition of Christopher Greene, who went forth Surgeon with Sir 
Thomas Roe, and returned in the ‘ Bull,’ but was discharged from the Com- 
pany’s service in the Indies, for favour. Sir Thomas Roe pleading for 
him.” (Sainsbury, Vol. II, p. 302, No. 752.) 

Greene’s successor was less fortunate, and did not live to 
return to England. His death is thus described by Roe’s Chaplain, 
the Rev. Edward Terry, at page 226 of the book which he wrote 
after his return, describing their travels in India. 

" The City Amadavar (at our being there with the King), was visited 
■“with this pestilence in the month of May, and our family was not exempted 
from that most uncomfortable visitation ; for within- the space of nine 
dayes seven persons that were English of our family were taken away, by 
it ; and none of those which dyed, lay sick above twenty houres ; and 
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t±ie major part well, and sick, and dead, in twelve houres. As our Surgeon 
' (who was there all the physician we had) and he led the way,, falling sick 
at midday and the following midnight dead. And there were there more 
that followed him, one immediately after the other, who made as mudi 
haste to the grave as he had done ; and the rest went after them, within 
that space of time I named before. And, as I before showed, all those , 
that dyed in our family of this pestilence had their bodyes all set on fire 
by it, as soon as they were first visited, and when they were dying, and 
dead, spots of a black and blue colour appeared on their breasts ; and their 
flesh was made so extreme hot by their most high distemper that we who • 
survived could scarce endure to keep our hands upon it. It was a most 
sad time, a fiery trial indeed. . . . All our family (my Lord Ambassador 
only excepted), were visited by this sickness, and we all, who through 
God’s help and goodness outlived it, had many great blisters, filled .with 
a thick yellow watery substance, that arose upon many parts of our bodyes, 
which, when they brake, did even burn and corrode our skins, as it ran 
down upon them." 

Both Jahangir himself, the Emperor, and his third son, Prince 
Khuram, afterwards the Emperor Shah Jahan, were attacked 
by this plague, but recovered. Jahangir says, in his Tozak, 
that it was widespread, but not generally fatal. It would be 
. interesting to know what this disease really was, which was s( 
fatal to the members of Roe’s suite. It certainly cannot hasQ 
been cholera, nor does it correspond in its s3iTnptoms to th 
plague, as we have seen it in our own time, three centurie 
later. . ^ 

The name of the unfortunate Surgeon does not seem to hav< 
been recorded. 

Bruce, in his Aiimls, p, 406, gives an account of' Boughton 
which is more in accordance with the facts than those previously 
quoted. 

“ The Surgeons of the English Indiamen had acquired for their skill 
in curing the disorders of the principal Mogul officers, a reputation, which 
made them known at Court. Assalat Khan, a nobleman of high rank, 
applied to the Presidency of Surat to recommend a Surgeon to reside at 
Agra, and they selected Mr. Gabriel Boughton, Surgeon of the Company’s 
ship Hopewell for that duty, who was afterwards appointed Surgeon to 
the Emperor. His success gave the English an influence in the Mogul’s 
Court, which, in the sequel) w:e shall find to be the source of the valuable 
-privileges which the London Company acquired in Bengal.” • 

Grose, who went to India in 1750, in his Voyage to the East 
Indies, published in 1772,' speaking of the native physicians at 
Tranquebar (Vol. I, p. 280), makes a reference, which seems to 
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confuse the deputation of Boughton to Agra with Sir Thomas 
Roe’s Embassy. 

" Their physicians are not in so great esteem as those of the missions. 
The great people in the Indies never fail, when they can have an European 
physician, to prefer liim to their own'; even the Mogul employed a Surgeon, 
who came to Delhi in the retinue of an envoy, from the English East 
India Company.” 

A work named Ledger and Sword, by Beckles Willson, gives 
Boughton's story shortly, and states, without giving any authority, 
that Boughton is said to have been educated at Guy’s Hospital 
(Vol. I, p. 244). 

Both Bruce and Stewart describe Gabriel Boughton as Surgeon, 
of the' Hopewell, though Wilson, in his Early Annals, says that 
there is no record of his having been Surgeon of that vessel. 
The fact that Gabriel Boughton was “ late Chirurgeon of the 
Hopewell ” is, however, clearly stated in the letter, dated 3rd Jan., 
1644/45, from the President at Surat to the Company in London^ 
which is' quoted below. This appears definitely to settle the 
question. 

A ship named the Hopewell, Captain Carew, took part in 
Frobisher’s third voyage to the North-west, which started from 
Harwich on 31st May, 1578. {Hakluyt, Everyman’s Library 
Edition, Vol. V, p. 231.) Another ship called the Hopewell- 
(or possibly the same). Captain William Crafton, of 120 tons, 
sailed from Gravesend on 8th April, 1597, in an expedition under 
Charles Leigh to Cape Breton i^hid. Hakluyt, Vol. VI, p. 100). 

, Neither of these, however, appears to have been the vessel of 
that name which afterwards formed part of the East India Com- 
pany’s fleet. This vessel was built about 1626. In the Court 
Minutes of the E.I. Co. of 7th Oct., 1626, is a note to the effect that,, 
two pinnaces should be named the Speedwell and the Hopewell. 
(Sainsbury, Vol. IV, p. 249, No. 365.) This vessel, apparently 
just, built, as she was only named in the latter part of 1626^ 
appears' to have been the one in which Gabriel Boughton served. 
Her arrival in SwaUy Roads, near Surat, presumably on her 
maiden voyage,’ is noted in a letter from Francis Stockton, of 
the ship Exchange, in Swally Roads, dated 17th Dec., 1627. (Sains- 
-bury, Vol. IV, p. 429, No. 566.) • 

The Hopewell continued in service for barely twenty years, a 
very short life for a ship of those days, which did not come to 
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an end- by wreck or fire. In a letter from President Breton at 
Swally Marine to the Company, dated 31st March, 1645, a post- 
script states — 

" The Hopewell has now been pronounced past repair." * 

The name of one of Boughton’s predecessors in the office oi 
Snrgeon of the Hopewell has been preserved. The Court Minutes 
of 13th Nov., 1633, contain a note about a petition by — 

" Rebecca widow of John Wilson, who died Surgeon in the Hopewell, for 
remission of freight on cassia Kgnum " (Sainsbury, Vol. V, p. 486, No. 5ii)‘ 

No record of Gabriel Boughton’s appointment to be Surgeon 
of the Hopewell appears to be in existence now. His appointment 
to that post is not mentioned in the Court Minutes of tlie E.H Co. 

Curiously enough, the Hopewell is connected with the first 
visit of the English to Bengal, in quite a different way, througb 
a different individual, not Gabriel Boughton, Surgeon, but 
William Bruton, quartermaster. In March, 1633, John Norris, 
agent at the English Factory at Masulipatam, despatched a 
party of eight Englishmen in a country boat to the couf j: oi 
Agha Muhammad Yaman, Viceroy of Orissa, who gave ^feen 
permission to trade in Orissa, and under this permission thej 
founded factories at Balasore and Hariharpur. One of this band 
of eight, the first Englishman to visit Bengal, or at least Orissa, 
was William Bruton, quartermaster of the Hopewell, who wrote 
an account of the expedition.f 

The history of Gabriel Boughton’s appointment to and 
connection with the HopeweU has lately been exhaustively treated 
by Mr. W. Foster, of the India Office, in the hiMan Antiquaryj 
Vol. XL, Part DXI, for Sept., 1911, from which the following 
account is taken. 

* The E.I. Co., like the Navy, liked to retain old names in -theic fleet; 
and often, when a vessel was lost or broken up, gave its name to the new ship 
which took its place. Another Hopewell sailed from Snrat to Siam in i66i. In 
this vessel, about 1670, Constant Phaulkon, the famous Greek adventurer whc 
became CHef hlinister of Siam, went out as steward's mate. See also Chap. 
VIII, Early History, Bengal and the Bay. under Hemy Watson. 

t News from the East Indies of a v^age to Bengalla, written by William Bruton, 
now resident in the Parish of St. Saviours', Southwark, and now lately comej tmnt 
in the good ship called the Hopewell of London. Imprinted at London by 1. OtleS', 
1638. (Reprinted in Volume VIII of a collection of voyages and travels pub- 
lished by Osborne in 1752, and also in Vol. V, of the enlarged edition of HaWnyl 
jn 1809-12.) 
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The reference made by Stewart, in his footnote, quoted above, ' sefe 
East India Records, Vol. XIV, page 22,’ has hitherto been a mystery. 
There is no such series now at the India Office,- nor is there any evidence 
of such a series having existed at the East India House. 

" A document has lately come to light among the records in the India 
Ofi&ce, included among Factory Records, Fort St. George, Vol. XXX, p. 35. 
•This volume is one sent home from Madras in 1688, for the information 
of the Company, and contains copies of letters received at Madras between 
July, 1687, and the following February. The document is dated February, 
1684, i.e. the date which would now be called February, 1685 ; but is 
included among letters received in September, 1687. Two other copies 
of this document are contained in the Orme MSS. ; Orme, India, Vol. VII, 
p. 1726, and Orme, Various, Vol. XII, p. 1®. This document, from internal 
evidence, appears to be that on which Stewart based his account of Bough- 
ton. It cannot, however, be identified in any way with the reference which 
Stewart gives, so "the deduction -that it was his authority is only a guess. 

"This paper is a memorandum, on the origin of English trade in Bengal, 
written' by a Bengal officer, probably by John Beard, who became Agent 
in Bengal in October, 1684, and died at Hughli in August, 1685. He seems 
to have depended on hearsay for the earlier part of the story, and some 
of his statements are inaccurate ; e.g. the date, 1636, in the first few 
words. Andrew Cogan, here called Cockaine, did not become Agent on 
the Coromandel Coast till the autumn of 1639 ; and it was in August, 
1643, that the Hopewell, with Cogan on board, sailed from Madras for 
Bantam, where she arrived the following November. 

" The document itself runs as follows : — 

'"A Breif Accountt of the Rice * * * § and Tenor of the Honourable English 
East India Companies priviledges together f their losses of them and their 
present Case as to the Customs. 

" ' Feb : Anno 1684. 

" ' About the year 1636 there was one Gabriel Boughton achyrurgeon 
at Madrass in the time of Agent Cockaine J who design’d home for England, 
and according took his passage upon the Hopewell, Captain Gage § com- 
mander, and near the Cape mett with very bad weather and in the storm 
the said ship sprang a leak which to save themselves they threw overboard 
their lading, and made for the Moritious, where they arrived and mett 
with the ship Dolphin, Captain Proud commander, which ship in bad 
weather had lost her masts, at which place both ships being fitted they 
went for Suratt. 

" ‘ Mr. Boughton having lost all that he had, tarried at Surat during 
which stay Assut Channe,|l the Emperour’s Buxy, writt to Suratt for a 
chirurgeon to come to court, the Emperour’s daughter by accident haveing 
her clothes set on fire was burnt, for the cure of whom a chirurgeon was 
sent for. Boughton went and performed the cure, he was much made 
off and allowed 7 rupies per diem and invited to serve the Emperour, but 

* Rice, sic, probably the word should be rise. 

t The word with apparently omitted. 

” ' } Agent Cockaine, should be Cogan. 

§ Captain Gage, should be Yates. _ 

II Assut Channe ; Stewart has Assad Khan ; it was really Asalat Khan. 
Asad IChan was a different man. 
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Boughton did not like to stay, and after some time travelled most 
part of India, and at last came down into Bengali. The prince Shaw 
Sujah then residing at Hajamaule, hP Boughton went thither, he had 
been there but a little wliile when he was taken notice off, by a great 
person that had seen him at the Emperour's court while he was performing 
the cure upon the Emperour’s daughter, and at that time there was one 
of the princes concubines, wliich woman the Prince greatly loved, had a - 
great pain in her side, and could find no cure.. The said great person 
acquaints the Prince that there was a chyrurgeon in the town that had 
wrought a great cure on the Emperour’s daughter, upon which the Prince 
sent for Boughton who undertoke the cure and succeeded curing the 
woman in a very short time, upon which hP Boughton was in very great 
favour and allowed by the Prince lo rups per diem. This Prince Shaw 
Sujah was the present Emperours elder brother, and had given him by his . 
father the government, and all the revenues of the provinces of Bengalla - 
. and Orissa, he ofiers M* Boughton if he would trade, he should be free 
from paying of custom and all other duties and gave hP Boughton two 
neshauns to that end, M' Boughton thereupon came down to Piply 
by a Moors ship then bound for Suratt writ to the President there and 
gave an account of all goods and merchandize that he could learn were 
here to be had, the President received the letter and about two years after 
came a ship from England whereof was commander Captain Brookhaven 
and upon the account of Boughton’s neshauns was free of all duties, 
he was at Hugly and bought seveirall goods and returned. And after two 
year came the second time, and brought Bridgman Cheif, and severall 
others to settle factories, and upon their ariivall Captain BrookhaPeiT 
rvritt to Boughton, being then with the Prince at Rajamaule, that he 
was come to settle factories, M*' Boughton forthwith sent down'InS' 
servant James Price to Hugly to fetch Bridgman up to the Prince, 
who accordingly went up, and was presented by 1\P Boughton to the 
Prince, to whom M' Bridgman made a present of some rarities, and JP 
Boughton took that opportunity to speak to the Prince for his neshauns 
for M' Bridgman to trade freely without the paying of custome, or any 
other duties. The Prince gave it upon M* Boughton’s request, upon 
■ which neshaun W Bridgman settled factories at Ballasore, Hugly, &c,, 
which lasted till the United Company broke up. When the United 
Company broke up there was one IVP Paul Walgrave, Cheif of Bengali, 
who went from Ballasore over land to Metchlepatam, and in the way was 
rob’d and lost the Princes neshaun with severall perwannas grounded 
upon it. There was at that time a Company that went under the name of 
Maurice Thompsons Company here, for whom there was M' Billadge, 
Gardon, and Chamberlaine, to whom joyned M* Blak, one that was the 
old Companies servant. But they haveing neither neshaun nor perwanna, 
and M*' Boughton dying about that time, they apply themselves to James 
Price, that was M? Boughtons servant and well acquainted at the Princes 
court, to endeavour to procure the Princes neshaun ; which said James 
Price undertook to do them what service he could, and went up \vith M' 
Billadge from Ballasore to Kajamaulle, and did sollicite for the Princes 
neshaun now in our hands, which they and this present Compai^~3fteE-. 
tliem had and did hold those priviledges during the Prince Shaw Sujahs 
time. But it was but little time before the King, the youngest brother, 
by severall stratagems got the crown, which nb sooner he did posses but. 
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Ij'' -• ihi'- b;c>;lic‘! >) life, r«cnt .1 jrrc.it nr:ny down to take 

iriinw S’.ij.ih iVd to Ariaccv., whne tF raid ho w.r. kill’d. 


TIk- nb'ivc pai-t-.jgt', which rontains all the references to 
Bnncliton, is I< r«s liian one-third of the wliole document, which 
<,n in <h. scribe tlv’ duties cxaeled by Aur.«ng?.cb’s Vicero3's 
in iSeiyeal, Mir Jaml.i. D.uul Khan, and Shaista Kiian. 

Mr. Fosttr’s aei.<uuii of the yo\m«c of tli** Ilo/jcicdl, and of the 
quarrel*- Iii tv.atji In r M;i';t«'r. .Andrew Trnmb.UI. and Ijcr Surgeon, 
runs as folhav.s. But, as tlx* n.ame oi the Surgeon is not given, 
it '•an "ith‘ be cnjictur' d that Botsghlon held the po^t. 

" A* 'suni:*.:: a*- tmr n-imtivc dccl-trcs, Boughton tailed with 

Curran irotn M.idr.'.*', th'- qttc: tion ari'f. whether lie merely joined the sliip 
.-1* thr.t 5 Irsee, or 'vhether he I;.'.d taken p.art in her c.arlier crmscs. The 
tV-rme; tluery t*; mote eon'on.uit with the lc.*«t ; but the entire .absence of 
.'iny icfrrer.ce in Ih'' rst.inl records to hi*. Ining employed on .•=horc at 
M..dr.:*- ;..th-:' the view th.M lie li-’id Ivren the ship's .surgeon from 

Uif tj.omdi no tr.;ce of hi*- .app5::itm'-nt can be found in the home 
K-rord*- oj the Cetnp.iuy. (.in thi*. hypithe* j'-. it will be of interCot to note 
that Ih.'.' •.(i!'-! foint the n«*vn'> on the d.ay of with 

Andrew Trunib.dl ii*. h'*r rn.vter, ;;nd Tz.iiici'’. I.>.iy in charge of her cargo, 
iihe Vv.i-' bound f«: Fort i*‘i. Oeorf’o. and duly reached th.at place on July 5th, 
jojg. A fortnight I.at'T .•b.e'.i.iiled for M.t;>ulipatam and thence to Bala- 
•'.ri', in the lUy of IJ-ng.il, v.'h'TC sh»: ■'■pent three months, returning to 
’•I.-.dr.i* in iJeaniF r. On the .^olh of that month the departed for Gom- 
bioen in .arrived tlx-.-c in .^farch. .and got back to .Madras on iday 

toUi, There had been continu.al di-spates between Day and Trumball, 
and tliargco of crutUy were brought against the latter by many of the 
orheers .and crew, v ith the result tli.at tlie Agent and Council at Fort St. 
George ordercfl the ma'-l'-r on shore and sent the ship down the coast to 
Tranquebar without him. On her rctuni (Augu.st 16.53) Trumball was 
leinsL'itcd ; but tiiis jjroduccd a. fresh hubbub, and Day positively* refused 
to venture on bo.ird ag.ain. .•\t last a rolulion w.-is found for the difficulty : 
Cogan himedf look command of the vessel for the voyage to Bantam, 
wliile Day rcm-iined at I'ort St. George .os Agent in his place. 'ITjc scanty 
records of the time include several documents relating to the charges 
.ag.ainst Trumb.'ill. One of these (O.C. Duplicates, No. 1O2.}) contains the 
latter’s a.nswer, in June 16.53, to certain accusations made by Day (not 
now extant) which evidently alleged, among otlier things, that the master 
had used the surgeon of the IJopewell ’ in a crucll horrid manner.' To 
this Trumball replied that : — 

" ‘ It is not soe. But the above said chirurgeon having caused my 
ncn.'ant to enter 8 pound in the pursers books to Iiim for curinge (as he 
sjud) the runninge of the reyncs, I questioned with him why he would 
have any dcalinge with him that w'as my sera’ant and not let me know of 
it, and to cause him to enter any money, which he, bcingc another man's 
servant, could not doe. I said moreover, if he [had] acquainted me with 
it, I would have made him satisfaction. Ilis reply [was] now it was 

lI.r.M.S. — VOL. I. ^ 
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entred in the booke, he had satisfaction. Whereupon I demanded whose 
the medecines were that he did use. He tould me the Company did toy 
them in for his use. I tould him, if the Company did lay them in for ms 
use, yet they did not permitt him to sell them at such high rates. He 
made me answere verie proudly he would make what rates he though 
fitt^ and that it did not belonge to me to examine him in those particulera. 

I further asked him why he caried the medecines ashore now yae had i^e 
sicke men there. He replied I should never Imow ; whiclf mov’d me. 
seeinge his infinite pride, to strike him 3 or 4 blowes with an inch rope i 
which I thinke was noe more then I might doe.’ 

“ Fiurther on in the same document Trumball alludes to his having on 
another occasion ' had some words ’ with the surgeon, who had refused • 
to come near him, though his foot was giving him ‘ extreame paine. 
There is also a reference to some complaint that Trumball sent his sick 
men ashore at Balasore without seeing that they had proper shelter and 
food ; in reply to which he protests that he left the matter in the hands of 
the ‘ chirurgion,’ who ' never asked any thinge of me ; but (as I afterward 
knew) tooke care to gett his owne chest and lumber into idle boate.’ lu 
none of these instances, however, is the name of the surgeon given, and 
so, unless some further evidence is forthcoming, it must remain doubtful 
whether they really relate to Boughton or to some predecessor of his. 

" After this digression, we return to our examination of the narrative. 
The Hopewell sailed from Bantam for England in January 1644, under the 
command of Captain Andrew Yates (not Gage) ; but she had not ^t far 
on her way when she was forced by bad weather and her leaky comtition 
to put into the island of Mauritius. There, as stated in.the narrative, ‘‘ 
met the Dolphin, which had left Surat at the beginning of the year « 
had likewise been badly damaged in a storm. After refitting as ’ 
they could, the two ships went oh to Madagascar and the Comoros ; bu 
then, finding themselves in no condition to complete the voyage to Europe, 
they made their way to Surat, which was reached in September 1644. 

" Thus far the narrative appears to be in the main correct, though it 
must be confessed that in the extant records no trace can be found of 
Boughton’s participation in the voyage. At this’point, however, the story 
runs right ofi the rails — ^how far may be seen by comparing the following 
extract from a letter addressed to the East India Company by their Presi- 
dent and Council at Surat under date of January 3rd, 1645 {India Office 
Records : O.C. 1905), which gives the true- story of Boughton’s deputation 
to Agra. In excusing themselves for making a larger demand than 
for medical stores, the President and his colleagues explain that fLn un- 
expected call has been made upon their resources in this line : j 

" ' Assalaut Ckaune, a very great Vmbra, gratious with the king, and 
our very good freind, having long importuned us to supply him math [a] 
Chirurgeon wee Consideringe how advantageous itt may be unto you, and • 
having a fit oportunity, one Gabriel Boughton, late Chirurgeon of the 
Hopewell being thereunto very well qualifyed and being willinge to stay, 
wee have thought fitting to designe him to that service, wherewith • 
Assal[aut] Ckaune is so well pleased that lately when M* Tu rner w^t o ; 
leave Agra he accompanied M^ Tash and Turner to the TQngT^ x 
honord them more then ordinary in a long conference he held with them, 
dismissing thfem wth vests, and sending unto the President a fi&rman and 
dagger, which not being yett received we know not what the former may 
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import or the Latters, valew, but shall hereafter advise, and if the dagger 
be of any considerable worth it shall be sent to you with the jewell before 
ad^^sed the Prince lately sent unto the President, both expected by 
Turner.’ ” 

I 

Vmbra here evidently stands for umva, the plural of amir. 
Asalat Khan was Mir Bakshi, or Paymaster General of the 
Empire, and an especial favourite of the Emperor Shah Jahan. 
He is said to have died in 1647. The above passage is also quoted 
in Yule’s Notes to Hedges' Diary, Vol. Ill, p. 182. 

Boughton, then, appears to have gone from Surat to the 
Emperor’s Court at Agra at the end of 1644 or early in 1645. 
In the following year he visited Balkh in Central Asia. A letter 
^vritten by Boughton from Balkh was received at Surat on 22nd Dec., 
1646. This letter has only recently come to light. It is the first 
entry in the Surai Inward Letter Book, Vol. I, 1646-47, preserved 
among the Bombay records. Mr. Foster, who identified the 
letter, contributed a very interesting article upon it to the Indian 
Antiquary, Vol. XLI, Part DXIX, May, 1912, from which these 
facts are taken. 

The letter bears no date, except the word “ 4th,” but from 
internal evidence it appears to have been written on 4th Oct., 1646, 
-thus reaching Surat, via Agra, in a little over two and a half 
months. Much of the letter is illegible. From it, however, can 
be gathered that Boughton had gone to Balldi, or, as he writes 
the name, Balucke, with Asalat Elhan, who had been appointed 
Governor of that province. There was with Boughton at Balkh 
another Englishman called Barnes, who was anxious to get an 
appointment in the Company’s service. Boughton and Barnes 
were .probably the first Englishmen to visit Balkh. 

Nothing of Boughton’s life for the next four years is 
known with certainty. Apparently he returned from Balkh to 
the Court at Agra, and, after the death of his special patron, 
Asalat Khan, in 1647, attached himself to the Emperor’s second 
son, Shah Shuja, Viceroy of Bengal. Tradition says that he 
cured the favoiuite wife of the Viceroy of some complaint in 
her side (perhaps pleurisy) ; this story seems to rest on the 
authority of the document of February, 1684/85, and of Bowrey’s 
work, both, quoted above. It appears certain, however, that 
^ e was in high favour with Shah Shuja, presumably on account 
! his professional skill and success. Our next certain knowledge 
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phirmand, but was altered and made to pay no custom according to the 
King’s phirmaund. That afterwards there was another Phirmaund 
thought to be more advantageous to the trade of the English procured 
by W Ganton and BiUidge.” 

Little more is known of Boughton wth any certainty. Neitiier . 
the date nor place of his death seems to have been recorded. He 
was alive in Jan., 1651/52, and died in 1653. 

An affidavit by Caspar de Breu, dated Pipli, ist Oct., i 653 > 
speaks of Boughton as alive in Jan., 1651/52. This is the latest 
date at w^hich he is kno^vn to have been alive. He was dead 
before Aug., 1653. Paul Waldegrave, Chief at Balasore, in a 
- letter to the President at Surat, dated 17th Aug., 1653 (O.C. 2336), 
says that news had reached Bengal that the Mayflower and another 
small vessel, which had left Balasore for Persia nearly two jJ'ears 
before, had arrived at Gombroon, that the goods had been sold, 
but that no money had so far been received on their account. 
He further states that Gabriel Boughton, Edward Stephens, 
and James Bridgman were chiefly interested in this venture, 
and that the Commander, Henry Cherry, was reported to be' 
dangerously ill at Gombroon.* The letter goes on — ' ^ 

" MF Boughton had a great share therein, who died in debt to one\^ 
Churmull, a shroff in Puttanah [Patna] betweene 5 and 6,000 rups. with 
its interest ; and from whome wee have often received very many trouble- 
some solicitacions for payment or securitie for that debt, hee [Boughton] 
being then under the nocion of the Companies servant and did their bussi- 
nesse in Puttanah that yeare.” 

Boughton married a native woman, who survived him over 
twenty years. After his death she married William Pitts. In 
May, 1657, the Factors at Fort St. George \vrote to the Company 
in England (O.C. No. 2610) — 

" Yom servants in the Bay’ are much troubled by one William Pitts, 
who having married a Mogullana, or Moiish woman, the relict of Gabriel 
Boughton, becomes thereby interressed in the Adventure hee sent on those 
Junckes that went under Bridgman’s name and were seized on by the 
Surrat President, which said Adventure was provided with Monies taken 
up at Interest of the Moores, who are very importunate for Justice against 


* Diaries of Streynsham Master, 1675—80, and other contemporary papers 
thereto. E^ted by Sir Richard Carnac Temple, Bart,, C.I.E. Indian Records 
Smes, joan Murray, 1911. Two volumes, large octavo". Caspar de Breu’s 
amd^nt is mentioned in Vol. II, p. 61. Boughton’s venture to Persia in the 
Mayflower is summarised in the introduction, Vol. I, p, 177, his ividow's claims 
on p, 178. Cherry died at Ispahan on asth Sept.'jNidi^. 


THi-: LKGENn 01- GAHRtEL BOUGHTON 


55 


«<■-. .in<J ti>: J'-ATcd will {nrfc a paynicnt, a*. Ih^y did formorl}' for 

hdvv.ird Debt, rt»d all that oar friend'* could allcadf;c to deferre 

V'-r'-rn*. ';/a -{.n tion \v.ri that Ditto I’itt’i Ivad writlen to Knpland about it, 
and iw.v- not jo.i'on be *liould drniauud it iu both place*." 


Iho Fort S(. (»<'or/;«' Cot)s. of i6lh Or.t., 1655 {I'aclory Records, 
!'orf St. (fCruy, Vol. I), r<'cord the (lolcrminnfion of the Madras 
Factor? t<' withdraw nil CompanyV servants from the factories 
in P.tn.i:al, and r.iv<‘ ju-nniFsit*!) to William Pitts to live in the 
t '^mpany's hou'-'c at llnphli. Pitt.s died in 1673-7.^. He was 
a.livo it) 3673, and is icfciTed t<» as dead in Oct.. 167,}. After his 
di.'rih, his widow, the *' Moftnllana," wlio had survived both 
Bciuphtvn and Pitts, married a third English hu.sband, Richard 
Mc*scU*y, a dyer itt the (%ntipany*s service at Kasimbaxar, who 
had fv-nmrly been a soldier at Fort St. George. On 31st Oct., 
1676, Mofeley was claiming £1885 is. 3^., as due to his wife, 
Botjphton's widow, by the Company, on account of the above 
venttjrc t{» Per,<ia. 

No other relative of Boughlon's, except his native wife, seems 
to be kntnvn. 

Whatever may have been Bonghton’s services in obtaining 
a ftmnov, for the Comjiany. long before his time the Company's 
Firvants at Surat had tried to obtain liberty to trade, free of 
custom, with Bengal. In 1C19 they threatened to withdraw 
from ihoir Ijidinn trade altogether, and also to cany out reprisals 
on Indian shipping, unless redress were granted them, and claims 
paid for compensation for certain injuries, indigo stolen from a 
car.avan in lOig, forced loans, debts, etc. ^lany sliips, the 
property of Indian merchants, were actuall}^ captured. The 
Surat Council and the Mogul Governor of Surat came to an 
agreement in 1623, .some claims were paid, others dropped, 
among the stipulations then made was one demanding the right 
of free trade throughout the ^logul’s dominions, including 
Bengal. (Foster, English Factories in India, 1622-23, pp. xxxiii, 

309-) 

" loUi November 1623. — At a consultation held on board the Blessing- 
Terms of agreement with the Surat authorities. Among them ' They' 
(i.c. the English) ' shall be permitted free trade as well in the ports of 
Surratt, Cambaya, Goga, Sinda, and Bengala, as in all other citties and 
places within the dominions of Jangere Paudshah, \vithout prohibition of 
any comoditie to bee brought in or exported out of the Kingdome, neither 
limitation confininge them either unto places, - or quantitigs^. where. 
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when, or how much of any merchandize, gould, or rialls they shall so 
bringe in, carrie away, or transport from place to place witliin or without 
the aforesaide dominions.’ 

Such a grant from the Governor of Surat was, of course, of no . _ 
value for Sind, Bengal, or any other place outside the Surat . 
Governorship. The Company hoped to obtain a confirmation of 
the grant from Jahangir himself, valid throughout his whole 
dominions ; but it does not appear that any such confirmation 
was ever given by the Emperor. In fact, the story of Boughton 
is itself suflEicient to show that no valid grant of an earlier date 
was in existence. For the above grant would have covered 
more privileges than Boughton is supposed to have obtained in 
the most exaggerated form of the legend. 

InT/ie Seven Cities of Delhi* a most interesting history of that 
city, there occurs a singular confusion between the stories .of 
'Gabriel Boughton and William Hamilton (p. 231). 

" In 1716, Farukhsiyar fell sick, a Scotch surgeon,, Gabriel Hamilton, 
was summoned to attend him, and efiected a cure.” 

It was, of course, William Hamilton, who attended on and 
cured Farakhsiyar. Nor was Hamilton summoned to atteizd. _ 
the Emperor. He went to Delhi . as a member of Surman's . 
Embassy, which left Calcutta in April, 1714, and reached Delhi 
about July, 1715. His attendance on, and cure of, the Emperor 
were only a happy chance for Farakhsiyar, for the Company, 
and for Hamilton ^mself. 

To conclude, there appears to be no foundation whatever 
for thedegend that Boughton cured the_daughtet of the Emperor 
Shah ikhan, when she was accidentahy burned.- There is ho 
authonty for the statement that he obtained a farman, or grant, 
in^/favour of the Company, from the Emperor. Biit it is certain 
t6at Gabriel Boughton really existed, that he was surgeon of 
the Hopewell, that he was sent from Surat to Agra, to Shah 
Jahan’s court, about the early part of 1645 ; that he visited 
Balldi in 1646 ; that he went on to Bengal, and was a member of 
Shah Shuja’s retinue at his court at Rajmahal, between 1645 and 
1650 ; and that he died in India before the end of 1653. That — 

* The Seven Cities of Delhi. By Gordon Risley Hearn, R.E„ London, "W. 
Thacker and Co., 2, Creed Lane, E.C. ; Calcutta and Simla, Thacker, Spink and 
Co. ; Bombay, Thacker and Co., Ltd., 1906. 
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h(‘ f:«it a/r7f f/;<7« from Sliah Slnija in favour cjf lljc Conipaii}' seems 
also prnciirrtlly fortain. 

The dale and place of Gabriel Rnnghton's death arc nnlcnown. 
No ftonc marks his rostinp place, no memorial to him is in 
existence. Ilis name is not c-ven mentioned in the Didiomry oj 
.Vrt/fOH/i/ But History rorords his services to the 

Company and to his e<inntry. 
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the seat of Government was transferred to Bombay, in 1681 it 
was retransferred to Surat, and in 1686 Bombay again became 
the headquarters of the Western Presidency, and has remained 
so ever since. A picture of the English Factory at Surat, in 
-1638, taken from the 1658 edition of Mandelslo’s Travels, forms 
the frontispiece of Foster's English Factories in India, 1634-36. 

For a few years, during the first quarter of the seventeenth 
century, the Company’s factories in Persia, though subordinate 
to Surat, were almost as important as those in India. 

The Company’s first factory in Persia was founded in 1616 
by Edward Connock at Ispahan, under a grant from Shah Abbas. 
Connock died near Jask on 24th Dec., 1617, and was succeeded by 
the Second in Council, Thomas Barker, who died towards the 
end of Nov., 1619, and was succeeded as Chief by Edward Monnox. 
In that month Robert JefEeries, one of the Surat Factors, was 
sent from Surat to Persia, to rank next after Barker and Monnox. 
Along with them the Rev.> Matthew Cardro was sent, as Chaplain 
of the factories in Persia. JefEeries quarrelled with Monnox, 
Cardro, and Strachan, the Surgeon, and accused Strachan of 
having poisoned Barker, and Robins, another factor in Persia.' 
jThere do not seem to have been any serious grounds for this 
accusation. Jefferies was dismissed by Monnox on a charge of 
treason, and sent a prisoner to Surat, where he was restored to 
the service. 

George Strachan, the most picturesque figure among the 
Company’s early medical officers, was Surgeon to the factory 
at Ispahan from 1619 to 1621.* He was a native of Meams, 
Kincardine, Scotland, and was entered in the Scots College at 
Rome in 1602. He was at Constantinople in 1612, at Aleppo 
about 1615, then took service as physician, though apparently 
unqualified, with Emir Feiad, an Arab chief. By 1618 he was 
at Bagdad, and joined the Company’s factory at Ispahan in 
June, 1619. In May, 1620, he went through a severe attack 
of fever at Shiraz. In that year he was accused by JefEeries of 
having poisoned Barker, the late chief at Ispahan. Both JefEeries 
and Strachan were dismissed, both were reinstated a few months 
iater. In Oct., 1622, he arrived from Ispahan at Gombroon, 

* The chief authority for Strachan's career is an article entitled. Some little 
known travellers in the East, by the late Sir Henry Yule, in the Asiatic Quarterly 
Journal for April, 1888. See also Foster’s English Factories in India, 1618-21, 
pp. 237, 241, 249, 252, and Sainsbury’s Calendar, Vol. II, 1617-21, many entries. 


6o HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

the modem Bandar. Abbas, had another attack of -fever there, 
and in Nov. left for Lar and Ispahan. "What became of him after- 
wards does net appear to be known. 

The Court Minutes of 8th Jan., 1618/19, contain a letter 
from Libby Chapman, at Aleppo, dated i8th Sept., i6i8,.re\,o*« 
mending Strahanna, a Scotsman residing at Bagdad, for employ- 
ment as physician. At a Cons, held at Ispahan on 20th June, 

. 1619, Thomas Barker, President, Edward Monnox and Will Robins, 
Merchants, agreed to entertain Strachan to act as physician, and 
to give help by his knowledge of languages, at twelve iomams 
per year. {One iomam = 6 s. Sd.) 

" As for his language, which is Latine, ffrench, Italian, Hebrue, and 
greecke, but chiefelie the Arab, wherein he is verie perfect, may be verry 
behouefull and much helping with -Hie affaires of the Companie, ’’ 

On i6th Oct., 1619, Barker reported Strachan’s'arrival to the 
Company, in a letter summarised by Sainsbury as foEows : — 

" Arrival of George Strachan, a Scottish physician, who long lived mth 
Fyant, King of those Arabs who inhabit the desert, from the confines of 
old Babylon to Aleppo, and was in such favour with the King that he gave 
him his brother’s widow to wife, but hearing that it was the King's intention 
to force him to be of their diabolical sect he fled to Bagdad, and has done 
the Company good service, also in setting free William Nealson, have 
entertained him in the Company’s service at 16 ryals per month, not only 
as a physician, but for the language in which he excels.” 

On 25th March, 1620, Strachan himself wrote to the Company 
about his duties and his pay. His letter is summarised by 

Sainsbury. . ' 

\ 

“ Certifies to his having been retained in the Company’s service last 
year by the deceased Thos. Barker and the rest of the factors, much- against 
his inclination, as he was passing through Persia to the court of the Great 
Mogul. Wishes’ to know what he can hope for yearly. La^ng aside 
physic, which is the principal cause of his entertainment, not only can he 
serve the Company by his language in this place, but also by the friendship 
which he has with the Arabian and Venetian merchants in Babylon and 
Aleppo, and his facility for conveying letters to the. consul at. Aleppo. 
Saved William Nealson two years ago frorn burning, together with his 
letters. Can also choose in tte buying of all drugs which the country 
affords. Demands and hopes to obtain 100/. a year.” 

On 8th May, 1620, William Bell,, at Shiraz, wrote to Edward 
Monnox at Ispahan — 

" The bearer, Strachan, has had a violent burning fever, and fifteen 
fits already, which have much weakened him, and he much fears if he stay 
here it will cost him his life, for he has been very grievously handled.” 
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A little later, probabl}^ in Aug., 1620, Strachan wote to 
i\Ionnox a letter thus summarised by Sainsbury — 

" That he may have justice, and his innocent and honest life restored 
to him free from the malicious craftiness of this wicked man, or else license 
to go out of tliis house and the Company's service.” 

The . “ wicked man ” is Jefferies. Strachan 's letter is en- 
dorsed — 

" Copy of a Consultation held in Ispahan, the 27th August, 1G20, 
whereby Robert Jefferies and Strachan are both of them dismissed from 
the service of the Right Honourable Company.” 

Sainsbmy also gives the following entry, dated Ispahan, 
29th Aug. to 8th Sept., 1620 — . 

" Declaration by Pietro Chevart and Estefano de Sant Jaque that tliey 
had heard two Portuguese friars report tliat Strachan had poisoned William 
Robins and Thomas Barker, the late agent, and that he would poison all 
tlic English in Ispahan.” 

This declaration is endorsed by a protest, signed by Jefferies, 
that he was warned to be careful of — 

"tliat idiot Strachan, the only councillor and director of tlie silly agent 
_^Signor ^lonox.” 

After his dismissal from the Company's service, Robert 
Jefferies uTote to the Company from Surat on 14th March, 1620/21, 
bringing his accusations against Monnox, Strachan, and Cardro . 
the Chaplain, and states that, because he had endeavoured to 
reform the factory at Ispahan, and to expose the intolerable 
corruption of Monnox, he had been dismissed, o\ving to — 

‘ ' a trynall trecherye begotten against me by our critical agent Edward 
Monnox, our carnall minister, M' Cardro, and Stracan, our infernall. 
phesition, the ivorld, the flesh, and the divell.” 

In this very lengthy letter Jefferies gives ‘Monnox and Cardro 
full measure of abu§e, and does not spa’^e the Surgeon. 

"And Stracan our Antechristian.Phesitian, for his fflattering, l3dng, 
dissimulation, inconscionable stores of purloynment, with his tentarhookes 
of deere penniworthes of plaisters and purges, sowing dissention in the 
ffactory, his scandalous reporte of poyzoning the Company’s servants as 

the, late Agent and William Robyns, his discouering all the passages of 

our business to" the ffryers in Ispahan, through his confession and disloyaU 
' service to the Company, intercepting of their letters. Hoi^jcah he'^ 
othcrivise, being marryed to a More in Arabia, from whom,hcY\ohk^M 
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runnagate raunge, leaving \vyfe and family to prosecute the divell’s corn- 
mission in doing evil, continewally despizeth his owne country, and yts 
church, and confesseth to have' the dispensation of the Pope to dissemble 
his Religion in all his Pilgrymage. Whose plague infection to remove 
from our ffactory (by irresistible reasons to the Agent besides costeth the 
Company looJ. per annum), hath wrought him to act the devill, to make a 
compleate number of my cappitall Aduersaries.” ^ — 

On 4th March, 1620/21, at a Cows, held at Surat by Presi- 
dent Kerridge, orders were passed for Strachan’s removal, on 
relief by Thomas Quince, a Surgeon sent out for Surat, “ though 
here bee aheady a suffitient Surgeon,” whose transfer to Persia 
is ordered — 

" for excuseinge the chardge, and supplying the place, of an unnecessary 
physition ther entertayned.” 

Kerridge reported these orders to the Company in a letter 
from Surat a month later, dated loth April, 1621 — 

" Two chirurgions enterteyned in Surat, the one whereof wee will send 
for Persia to acquite the charge of the Scottish physition.” 

On 24th Jan., 1622/23, William Bell wrote from Kuhestek in 
Persia to Surat : — ^ 
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On 2isl ^lay, 1619, Thomas Kerridgc m*ote from Surat to 
the Factors at Broacli — 

" Your latter letter importinge the sendinge of our Surgeon to your 
Governor was seconded bj’’ one from himselfo to tlic same effecte ; whom we 
may very well spare for the small use we have of liim in respccte of ourselves, 
but a dangerous cure, wliich (unlmown to us) he undertook upon a poor 
man tliat hath an impostume, will require his speedy return, or endanger 
tlic man’s life, which wee pray you signifie unto the Governor. We pray 
you further to have an cspcciall care to keepe him sober, that wee be not 
through him generally skandallised by tliese infidells, which, excepte you 
lookc verj' narrowly to him, (if any stronge drinke be stirringe) you will 
hardly performe." 

On i8th Feb., 1619/20, Kenldge reported to the Company — 

" A gouldcn clururgion permitted to return, having boon dismissed the 
Company's service, they have taken his gold and given Iiim bills for £^ 0 $.” 

Golden here means wealthy. The Surgeon’s name was 
Richard Saunders. Probably he was the Surgeon referred to 
in the preceding c.xtract. 

From 1619 to 1623 the English at Surat were involved in a 
serious dispute with the "Mogul Government, as related in the 
preceding chapter. 

• In 1625 a suggestion was made that a Surgeon should be 
added to the staff of the English Factory at Agra, but nothing 
appears to have come of this proposal. President Kerridge 
vTote from Surat, on 8th Sept., 1625, to John Bangham at Court, 
i.c. at the Slogul’s court at Agra — 

" Hears that he wishes lor a Surgeon ; should tliis be the case, the best 
n. the fleet shall be sent up, or one shall be witten for expressly from 
ngland.” . 

From their first anival, the English had been pretty con- 

itly at war with the Portuguese settlements in India. In 

., 1634/35, President Methwold of Surat and the Viceroy of 

. made a treaty of peace, subject to confirmation in Europe 
e Courts of St. James’ and of Madrid, Portugal being at the 
mder the sovereignty of the King of Spain. This treaty 
ot been confirmed up to the year 1640, when Portugal 
d herself independent of Spain. It was ratified in May, 
.. / a treaty of peace between England and Portugal, which 
since been broken. 

jds the end of 1635, two vessels were sent from Surat to 
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trade with the port of Laribunder, called by the Portuguese 
Dita-Sind, in Tatta or Sind. This port had only once before 
been visited by an English ship, when in 1613 iLe Expe ition 
landed Sir Robert Sherley there, but was refused leave to trade. 
A letter from Methwold at Surat to the Company, dated ^Sth^^ 
.1636, states that William Walgrave, who came ont^s Smgeon^ 
the William, had been transferred to the Hopmdi— ' 

" and she left him in Sinda, to cure the Governor of an infirmitie, wl/n 
he hath begun to give him much ease.” m 

On 2ist Nov., 1630, the Factors at Surat ^vrote to the 
manders of Indiamen at Swally — 

■ . ‘ ^’v 

” Your chirurgion’s dyet of Burned Wane to men sicke of the flu: 
the physitions of this country held rather poysonous then cur eable, 
some of us in our own experience have found true." * ^ 

On 28th April, 1636, Methwold and the factors at Surat, wqj 1 
to the Company, give thanks for medical chests sent out in^ ( 
Cnspianaj and say about drugs — 


” but being fair fetcht and longe kept, applied by an unsldlfull hand, 
without the consideration of the temperature of a man’s body by the 
alteration of climats, they peradventure produce small oir contrary effects, 
and therefore wee for our parts doe hold that in things indifferent 
safest for an Englishman to Indianize, and, so conforming himselfe in some 
maimer to the diett of the country, the ordinarie physick of the country 
will bee the best cure when any sicknesse shall overtake him.” f 


President Methwold’s diary, from 8th Aug. to nth Oct., 1636,$ 
gives two instances of smrgical cases treated by Robert Surtees, 
Surgeon of the Surat Factory. 

" Oct. ist. A younge Bramene about the age of 14 yeares, washing 
himselfe in the river not fair from the customehouse, a fish or crocadile 
(I conceave rather a shsirke) sheered off his right arme in the middest 
betwixt the elbowe and shoulder ; who being the only childe of his- mother, 
a poore aviddowe, I commanded -the Surgion to unde^ake the care for God’s 
sake { who sawed of the boone, being shatered, and clipping of some -tome 
flesh Wd "then, applyeing such powders and other imeanes as the case 
requir^ he bound it up very hard to stoppe the blecunge, all which the 
boy indured avith manlike pa-tience. i 

'' Oct. nth. Aboute ten of the clocke at night, our loores being shutt, 
they were beaten at with importunity, and our Surgion i&U hast intreated 
to come to a Banian called CuUian Vesse,§ a great 

* Surat Letter Book, 1630. 

f Foster. English Factories in India, 1634-36, p. 210. 

+ F.?- 301. 304 ' § Kalyan Vaisya. 
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pnvoinnunt, or lathiir aii uiulcrlakci' betwixt the riibiickcs and the 
t'Ovonor concerjiinf; tlie payment of their rents, wlio Iiad received agreate 
wound ujwn In's Jjeadc and nnotlicr upon his Icggc. Robert Surtis went 
and not longc after rotounicd, havcinge used liis best mcancs but dispairing 
of Ujc cure : and accordingly before midnight flic Banian dj'cd.” 

A list of the staff of Sural Factory, dated ist May, 1636, shows 
Rfthi j t Surl<‘cs as Steward and Surgeon. Seventy years later, 
Ii!dwai(l Jarry doubled tlie same two appointments, from 1703 
to 1705, 

Edward Elrorke, who was serving as Surgeon of the William 
ijj 2633, ajijiointed Surgeon for Surat at a Court of Committees 
on 13111 March, i63.}/35. to re.sidc there for three 3^ears at per 
month.’* A letter from Agent Pinson at Masulipatam to President 
Methwold at Snrat, dated 26tli Sept., 1637, stales that Elcocke was 
sent in tlie preceding \'oar from Masulipatam to Bantam in the 
London, that he has now ivlnmcd, and will sail in the Blessing 
tt» take up liis post at Surat. A letter of .^th Jan., 1638/39, from 
Surat to the Com])any, reports that Edward Elcocke, " having 
expired his covenants,*’ and having been relieved by Richard 
Vincent, will sail for home in the Mary. This letter further 
states that Elcocke " is a veiy able man in his quality.” f 

Am it her letter from Surat to the Company, dated 29111 Dec., 
iC,io, reports tlial George Sephlon, Surgeon of the Crispiana, 
died on I7tli Xov., tliat I^chard Vincent goes home as Sui’geon of 
Unit ship, and that William Pearce, her present Sm'geon, takes 
Vincent’s place at Surat. J 

A letter from President Breton at Swally JIarino to the Com- 
jiany, dated 3rd Jan., makes the report of the appointment 

of Gabriel Bonghlon to Agi'a, which is quoted in the preceding 
cliapter. Tlie same letter further states that William Pearce, 
” chirurgion of our house ” at Surat, was allowed to go home 
last 3fear, that John Tindall was taken ashore from the Dolphin 
to fill his place, and that Tindall is now going to England on the 
Crispiana, Jolm Anthony taldng his place as Surgeon at Surat. 
Tindall, however, seems to have remained at Sm'at for another 
year, for in the Cons, of 27U1 Dec., 1645, he is permitted to take a 
passage to England in the Eagle. § 

, * Sainsburj', Calendar of Court Minutes, 1635-39, p. 36. 

t Foster. English Factories in India, 1637-41, pp. 31. n 7 - 
+ Ibid. pp. 28X, 296. 

§ Ibid. 1642-45, pp. 236, 311. 

H.I.M.S. — VOL. I. 
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A letter from Robert Cranmer and the factors at Basra to 
Surat, dated 22nd Sept., 1645, announces that their Surgeon, Lee, 
is anxious to go to Surat on the Endedvouv, but cannot be spared, 
“ and the rather by reason that the Govemour’s kinsman and Ally 
Agha were his patients." * - 

Of aU the Surgeons who served in the Western Presidencj 
during the seventeenth century by far the best known is Johr 
Fryer. He was born about 1650, and took the degree of M.B, 
at Cambridge in 1671. The Court Minutes of nth Sept., 1672 
record his appointment to the Company’s service. 

“ The Committee for Shipping are desired to consider the entertain 
ment of M' Frier a Chyrurgeon for Surat who is recommended by M 
Canham to be a sldlfuU and experienced artist in that profession, and t( 
doe therein as they shall find him deserving.” 

Fryer sailed for India in the Unity in Dec., 1672, the Sural 
factory being informed of his appointment in the following lettei 
from Court dated 13th Dec., 1672 — 

“ We have enterteyned M*' John Fryer as Chirurgeon for Bombay a 
- 50S. per month, to commence at his arriveall, and have furnished thi 

Chirurgery Chest now sent according to the directions of M* Ward.” 

He reached Bombay on gth Dec,, 1673, and remained, then 
nearly a year ; was transferred to Surat in Sept., 1674, retume( 
to Bombay on 4th April, 1675, and served there for two years 
The Bombay Diaries of 23rd April, 1675, contain the following 
order to him. 

” Ordered that M' John Fryer Physitian doe gett himselfe ready s< 

. soone as possible he can to goe up to Juneah in order to the cureing Mucklei 
Ckaun's Neece, and that he be pd. 125 Rups. to beare his Charges whici 
he is to endeavour to gett againe of Muckles Ckaun.” 

He was then sent to Persia, reaching Gombroon on 22nd March 
1676/77, and Ispahan on 7th Aug. Returning to India, he arrivec 
at Surat on 6th Jan., 1678/79, and applied for the post of Surgeor 
to Surat Factory, in place of Thomas Pearse, going home. 

" Honourable, etc^ Coundll. 

" Being forced by Sickness to leave Persia, and thereby both myself < 
and servant DanieU Trenchfield becoming destitute of employment^ (not 
withstanding still retained in the hon’’^ Company’s Service) and at^ms 
amvall in India finding kP. Thomas Pearse Ch3rrurgion for Surat ffactw^ 

* Foster, English Factories in India, 1642-45, p. 284. 
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returning for England, I thinlce mysclfe obliged to proffer niyselfe to your 
hou*^ etc® hoping you will consider me, as the next person to succeed in 
that o£Sce, wherefore I become your hon*^ etc® Petitioner — John Fryer.” 

The above application is undated, but is prefixed to the 
Surat Cons» held at Swally Marine on 24th Jan., 1678/79. In 
these Cons, the foUowng orders were passed. 

*' It will be necessary that wee next consider of a Chyrurgion, who * 
are left destitute of any by Doctor ffryer’s coming away, whom we have 
gratifyed with tlie employment of Chyrurgion of this Factory ; f as being 
one of the hon'’'® Company’s imediate servants ; and seeing that the Com- 
pany are displeased at the Commission and sallary formerly agreed to bo 
allowed Doctor Thomas Wilson, as Physitian of Bombay ; wee doe con- 
clude that for the present (having here noe other fiting person) to make 
Choyce of him as Physitian there j: at the sallary paid Mif ffryer, to com- 
mence from the P““ instant ; until such time as they shall further signifie 
their orders in relation to him." 

Flyer served as Surgeon of Surat Factory for three years, 
till he resigned, and sailed for England on iQtli Jan., 1681/82, 
reaching Folkestone on 20th ’Aug., 1682. In 1683 he received the 
degree of M.D. at Cambridge. In 1697 he was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal Society, being the first of the Company's Surgeons 
to gain that distinction. He died on 30th March, 1733. 

Fryer is still remembered tlirough his work, relating his 
travels in the East, published in 1698 under the folloAving title : — 

A new account of East India and Persia in Eight Letters, begun 1672 
and finished 1681. By John Fryer, M.D., Cantabrig. and Fellow of the 
Royal Society. Illustrated with Maps, Figures, and Useful Tables. 
London'. Printed by R. R. for Ri. Chiswell, at the Rose and Crown in St. 
Paul’s Churchyard. MDCXCVIII. 

His work has recently been edited for the Hakluyt Society, 
by W. W. Crooke, B.C.S., retired, the first volume having been 
issued in 1909. Much of the above information is taken from 
the introduction to this- edition. 

‘In this work Fryer speaks of Surgeons at Bombay (p. 68, 

original edition of 1698), and at Surat (p. 83), but, curiously, 

mentions no other Surgeon by name. On page 118 he says that 

a Dr. N. G. had sent an account of the manufacture of ghi to 

the Royal Society. The only medical officer serving in the 

Western Presidency at the same time as Fryer, whose n^e 
• - 

* Wio ; the Factories in Persia. ^ This V, £• 

J There ; the Factories in Persia, 
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begins with a G., seems to have been James Grudgfield, some 
particulars about whom are given below. 

In Forrest’s Selections from Bombay Stale Papers * are pre- 
served the names of some the early Surgeons at Bombay. 
The letters are from Surat to Bombay. 

" xoth Jan., 1670/71. ' It having pleased God to deprive us of Powell, 
your Chirurgeon at Bombay, and his mate ; and being wholly distitute 
there at present, we thought good to entertaine Bennet Chirurgeon’s mate 
of y® ship Antelope with y® Capt. consent for the supply of the Island at 
{blank) per month. Robert Ward, who hath so long served Chirurgeon 
of your house in Surrat, hath much importuned for his discharge and 
having proposed IVP Tho Pierce Chirurgeon of ship Ffalcon to supply 
his place, the Capt. also giving his consent, we have thought good to 
gratify Ward’s desires, in granting him passage on ship Falcon.” - 

The name of the Falcon is differently spelt on the two OGGa=- 
sions on which that ship is mentioned. In the next extract 
Pr. is an abbreviation of President. 

'' 1st March, 1670/71. You may entertaine D*’Bird in the quallity the 
Comp® sent him out, allowing him the same wages the Comp® allotted him, 
w«^ if he is unwilling to accept of, let him ojSciate until tho Pr. coming 
downe, and then he shall be considered of.” 

Dr. Bird served in Bombay for over sixteen years, going homo- 
in April, 1686. The Swat Cons, of i6th Oct., 1677, mention 
'' Dr. Thomas Wilson, Physitian Generali,” and " Mr. John Bird, 
Chyrurgion Generali ” at Bombay. 

Thomas Wilson’s appointment is mentioned in another letter- 
from Surat to Bombay, dated 24th Aug., 1676. 

Wee are glad to reade y^ y® Hon^^® Company have sent out soe able 
a Physitian as Doctor Willson is reported to be, who, wee hope, Avill prove a 
great benefitt and happiness to y® Island.” 

The name of Samuel Carleton appears as Surgeon at Surat 
in April, 1676. A letter from Court to Surat, dated London, 
15th March, 1676/77, and preserved, curiously enough, not among 
the Surat records, but in Records from Fort St. George; Despatches 
from England, 1670-77 (printed at Madras, 1911, pp. loi, 103), 
i^sapproves of the title of Physician- General bestowed upon 
Wilson ; and also orders the removal from the service of John"^ 

, * Selections froM the Letters, Despatches, and other State Papers preserved in__^ 

Smw, Vol. I. Edited by G. W. Forrest; Bombay 

18S7, (pp. 46, 58, 101). 
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Kidson or Kittson, who had been appointed Apothecaiy at 
Bombaj*, a post tlie Court thought unnecessary. 

'* As to Doctor Willson, wco write you on w‘ terms he went, & thcrefoi-c 
doc not .illow y« moneys j*on p.iid him ; our letters ought to bo yoiir.jRuIe, 
.and not y'‘ .aflirniacons of other Psons of what quality Soever, if he likes not 
to st.iy on y' termes he first went, he may returnc. But wee totally 
dis.ijjprovc of y'’ Comission you have given him, and doc require you 
imecliatcly to recall it : & know not what could induce you to so imprud^ 
an .act, wee having able Chirurgions of our owne, & by this Comission you 
bind y”' up to his directions & orders, & make a monopoly of it. 

• • * * * 

*' You ortlcr JP Kidson to be entertain'd as an Apothecary at a Salary, 
A- doe send home y'’ pettj' Chirurgions, by whomc yon say y® Island is 
oppressed, give us an acc^ who these arc and how thc5'^ went out, you ought 
not to let any rcm.'iyne on 3''' Island to 5*' Inconvenience of 3'® Inhabitants. 
Wee cannot .approve of 0113’ pay to be allow’d to M*" Kidson, being not 
cntcrta3’ncd b3* us & wee ha\'ing Chirurgions sufficient upon y® Island : 
If he will not remaine on 3*® tearmes he went out at ho ma3' returne wee 
shall not allow of an3* wages 3'ou paid liim, he going out as a free Man upon 
his owne acco* & not in our Ser\'icc.” 

The Bombay Com, of 9th Sept., 1678, cancel Wilson's title, and 
order Kitson’s dismissal. TJie latter, however, was still in Bombay 
in 16S0. 

" Doctor TJjomas Willson, who by a Commission from the President 
was appointed Ph3’sitian in Chicle, was sent for and acquainted wth the 
lion^'® Comp' Order, and his Commission called in and his Acco^ ordered to 
be made up, and what ^loney he hath Received on Acco‘ Sallary to be paid 
Back into tlie Hon**'® Comp* Treasurie, and he to be allowed noe more than 
what he agreed with the Hon^'® Comp® for which was to have their Table, 
and Lodging. 

4: * >(: 4: 

" Ordered that Kitson the Apothecar3' be Discharged the Hon'’'® Comp® 
Scrnce according to their Appointment.” 

■\^^ien Frj^er, on his return from Persia, was appointed Surgeon 
at Surat in Jan., 1678/79, Wilson was sent to Persia to take his 
place as Siu'geon to the Factories in that country. 

In Nov., 1680, Ensign Daniel Hughes of the Bombay garrison 
was accused of having lulled Joshua Adams, a soldier, by striking 
liim on the head. Adams died on loth Nov. The case came before 
the Council on 12th Nov., and is recorded in the Cons, of that date, 
with the evidence of the Surgeons, which cleared Hughes. It 
is given at length below, being of some medico legal interest, as 
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probably the fii'st case of the land in India any record of which^ 
has stir\’ived. This case is thirteen years earlier than the post- 
mortem report oh Mr. James VTieeler by Dr. Bulkley, at Madras, 
in 1693.* In the latter case, however, a regular autopsy was 
performed; whereas in this case the Surgeons appear not to 
have opened the body, but only to have reflected the scalp. 

“ Att a Councill the 12* of November, 1680. 

The Worpu John Child, Deputy Governor. 

Mansell Smith, Frands Day, John Honiigold. 

" Ensigne Daniell Hughes, some dayes past, being provoked ther’to 
by abuses that hee rec^ from Joshua Adames, did strike ihe said Adames 
sev“ blows mth a Cane, which wounded him in the head, and sev'i other 
' parts of his body, att which time Adames was ill of a Flux of which it being 
thought that he would die, a report was given out, that if he died it was 
Occasioned by the wounds that hee had received ; Which the Deputy 
Gov*^ &c“, ta kin g into consideration thought it fitt to confine Ensigne 
Hughes till it was scene how it would please God to deale with Adames, 
who deceasing On the loth iiistant. The Chirurgions were ordered to goe 
and View the Body of the said Adames, and to bring in an attestation under 
■ their hands what their Opinions were as to Adames his dyeing, ■\^Tiiclr' 
accordingly they did, and which is as Followeth. 

" ‘ Wee the Chirurgeons on the Island Bombay, by the Command of the 
Worp'i John Child, Deputy Govn* of the said Island, &c® Councill were 
ordered to View the Body of Joshua Adames Gentleman of the Armes 
to the Youngest Company of 3^ said Island, who having received some 
wounds on the head, and the Person dyeing some twelve Days after, in 
answere to a falce Report related thereon, viz^K That by Occasion of the']’ 
Blows on the said M' Adames his head hee had nine Fractures in the 
Cranio, or scull, and that hee had a feaver when he came wounded to the 
Hospitall by reason of his woxmds which put him into a flux, and that they 
were the cause of his Death ; Therefore according to the abovsaid command 
wee went to the Deceased Persons Chamber, & before sev^' Persons besides 
our selves made incision one the deceased Persons head, and tooke of the 
scalpe from the hinder part allmost to the firont. And shewed his Cranium, 
or scull to allmost Twenty psons besides ourselves but finding there neither 
Fracture, Fissure, nor any other cause by reason of the blowes neither had a 
feaver from that time till hee dyed. Our opinions was that his Death was 
caused by a violent fSux which he lay languishing under more than a yeare.” 
To the truth whereof wee have sett our hands, and are willing to take our 
Oafhes, when called thereunto. The loth of November, 1680. 

" ' John Bird, John Stavely, Richard Paul, John Kittson, James 
Grudgexeed.’ 

" The foregoing certificate being deliver’d in according unto order, it 
was considered of, and thought convenient that the subscribers thereto 
should be swome to what they had given under their hands w*^^ they did 
this day before us. ' 

" J“ Child, Mansell Smith, Fra® Day, J® Hornigold, Henry 
Smith.” 

* See Chap. VII, Early Hisiory; Madras and the Coast, 
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This case is also of much interest, as showing that in Bombay 
there were, on loth Nov., 1680, no less than five medical men. 
Bird, the Chief Surgeon, and Kitson, ex-apothecary, have already 
been mentioned. Nothing more seems to be knoAvn of Stavely 
and Paul ; probably they were Surgeons of Indiamen. James 
Grudgfield is mentioned in the Cons, of 14th June, 1676, as 
Assistant in the dispensary, his pay being then increased to sixteen 
Xeraphins a month (about £1. 4s.), for good work. Later on he 
went to Madras, was appointed Surgeon at Vizagapatam on 
I2th- July, 1683, transferred to Kadalur in 1684, and died at 
that station in 1688.* 

In a letter to Surat, dated 27th March, 1686, the Bombay 
Council complain of the neglect of their Surgeon, Dr. StaUworthy, 
(or perhaps HaU worthy, the name might be read either way), 
possibly the first, certainly not the last, member of the. Service 
who has come to grief over a woman. He was dismissed on 
24th April, 1686, and in his place was appointed Dr. Robert Micholl, 
who was Surgeon at Bombay during the siege of the settlement 
by the Siddhi, which lasted from 15th Feb., 1688/89, to 22nd 
June, i6go. 

" Doct' Stallworthy hath been for this many months so bewitched to 

Gape’s black wench, w®** has rendered Him uncapable of manageing •f‘' 
Hospitall, out of respect and kindness, wee have used all means to reclaime 
Him, but all is in vaine, and he still persists in his ffolly, in so much at none 
will trust their Lives in His Hands, and are apprehensive that Beverall 
■Souldiers have dyed thro’ His neglect, therefore Have suspended Him, till 
wee know yo' Ex®y® &c. pleasure, and desire that you would send us by y® 
first convey® anoth*^, for wee would rather have none than Him. 

" Wee Have prevailed w*^ Doct^ Bird to ofiiciate a month, whome wee 
judge y® best man in India for this place, and it would be a greate Sattis- 
faction to all in gen’raU if he would accept of it.” 


General Letter to Bombay, dated Z4th Ap 7 'il, 1686. 

" Wee are truly Concerned that D'. Staleworthy should behave Himselfe 
so very ill, as you advise, and seeing you positive to have none rather than 
Him, wee would not press on you to continue Him, but for yo' Sattisfaction 
discharge Him of 3^® Hon*’'® Comp® Ser\dce, and have entertain’d one 

Rob* Micholl, an able Chirurgeon, and a sober ingenious man, a 
Comission for y® Imploy of Chirurgeon Gen" of y® Garrison and Island of 
Bombay Hee hath, and is to receive 4 shilling p. day to be paid Montl5% 
wee should gladly have entertained Bird, if a line from Him or j'ou 
had come to sattisfie us of His Desires for y® Imploym* and rcddjmess to 

* See Chap. VII, Early History; Madras and the Coast. 
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accept if with thankfullness, but do not think it becomes us to Court any 
' to except of that, or any other beneficiall and comfortable Imployment." 


' John Maxwell was appointed Surgeon, on £^o a year, to the 
New. English Company’s first ‘ factory at Sirrat, in 1700. On 
15th April, 1701, he was sent to Barhanpur with the “ Lord' 
bassador,” Sir William Norris, who had been sent to India in 
the interests of the New Company. In a letter dated 21st July, 
1702, Jarry mentions John MU as Surgeon to His ExceUency 
the Ambassador. 

On his return to Surat, MaxweU was dismissed, from ist May, 
for misconduct, and Edward Jarry appointed in his place. A 
letter from Sir Nicholas Waite to the English Company, dated 
15th Feb., 1703/04, states that MaxweU returned to Surat and'^ 
there continued his " lewd debauched life,” until expelled. He ' 
then went to Cochin, where he made a Uving by informing pp'ates 
of “ Ipldan.^ vessels. . v 

, dunn^ tb^ is as Followeth^- 

of the ii'ed front T??? 

to Surat iaco ® of lie sa' , «<” 


iallity 


Resolved 


at ;f30 p. ann„ an‘-_*^£« 5 !%ef 


|ovn' of the sa' Ji "'v 
» Joshua Ar-., 

lu^y. said fr' ' 2^ ’O 




7 


in his business, and that Tho® 


lately discharged for his ignorance ancTj^uft^ 




to said Edward Jarry, at ^5 p. ann. until m^t 










In the Si/mf Cons. (English Companf<^^^^ 
rv was aTmniTlfpd tn ar+ oc Q+oTiroe..? /s, 


Jarry was appointed to act as Steward ^ 
to his duties as Surgeon, in place C 


iW' 


who had died of smaUpox. He was st^ ^ •‘f rl*'' 


in June, 1705. 


jL-oJo^® 


3S n. 



.^d having considered of a proper person to Z. /e as'^v 
y next years shipping when all matters will be under dUiibtion of y^'daited 
Stock, IS a place of trust requires dilligence & such ffactors whose behaviour 
ought to have s Imployment being rather Inclyn’d Improving themselves 


m aro for bemg proffitients serving y® Comp® as Merch^® must recomend 


Edward Jarry Surgeon you all Imow a Sober dDliuent. man if he’l 


Qo/.onf- -4. f - - Sober dDligenf man if 

a cept It & may not mterfear for not performing y® Care & Duty of Ins 

Imployment m which should he be found remiss then to apoint some other^ 

p6IoOXl« ' ** 


* * * . * . 
ve Edward Jarry be apointed Steward taking charge of all 

y Company s plate faithfully performing all other matters incumbent 
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upon said Imployment till y® Albemarle be dispatcht & then come to such a 
resolution as may be agreeable w''' -y® Comp“® Interest.” 

Thomas Hutton, mentioned above, was appointed Surgeon’s 
Mate at Bombay in the Cons, of 6tli Jan., 1704/05. Later in 1705 
-he was Second Surgeon. He went home sick, as Surgeon’s Mate of 
the Mocha frigate, about Sept., 1707. 

In the beginning of 1701 Dr. Thompson, of the Old or London 
Company, was sent from Bombay to attend the Siddhi’s wounded 
men. He asked leave to take vdth him the black hospital assistant, 
but Dr. Skinner, the Senior Surgeon, objected, though at the 
- time there were only three sick men in hospital,* 

Ambrose Thompson was appointed to Bombay in or about 
1700. He is mentioned as dead in the Cons, of 24th Feb., 1702/03. 
^Dr. James Sldnner is also mentioned as dead in Dec., 1702. 

^ ‘ The Swat Cons, of 28th Dec., 1702, note the appointment of 
Bartlett as Surgeon of Bombay, t 

M' Rob* Bartlett, who came out of England, Doctor of Prosperous, 
^ V“ ship was run away w*'* by p3?rates at Madagascar, coming privately 
'Wjay of Swalley from on board y® sloop w®** y® Gov. seized (whereby he 
/aped y® misfortune w®** y® rest of his companions fell into pi being 
•dnprisoned), offered his service to us. And for so much as y® island of 
’ Bombay is destitute of a Physetian by y® death of D^ Skinner, and y® 
'land very sicldey, and a great many poor people and souldiers le3dng in 
,^’*/,ager of perishing for want of y® helpe and advice of a Doctor, wee re- 
'ed to entertain liim in said station, allowing him four pound per month 
>»p‘ be paid in Xs att 20^ to y® X® according to y® custome of y® island ; and 
'iv.® f j',"'. j allowance for his diett as Doc' Sldnner was allowed, with y® usuall 
h.'uance belonging to y® Hospitall, leaving it to his own choice whether 
yoime sho^ commence here or att his anivall att Bombay, w**" this proviso, 
3g''*/'/!f it commences here, then he is to bare his own charges downe, but if 
' till he is arrived upon y® island, then his charges sho^ be borne by y® 
o Jomp® ; but he being destitute of money and ffriends, wee agreed to lend 
him eighty rup® to supply himselfe w**^ necessarys, w®** money wee order 
3^ Deputy Gov' &c®'^fo deduct out of his wages ; and y® island being in 
great necessity v/ee gave him orders to prepare himselfe to go over land w*** 
all speed.”,.' ' 

r---<Bartlett’s name also appears in the records as Barclay and 
Berkeley. The Cons, of 30th July, 1705, note that, after serving ■ 
three years, he was going home as Surgeon of the Eaton frigate, 
John Elderfield, Surgeon of that vessel, being appointed to take 
"niS"pia'ce at Bombay. 

* Letter dated March, 1700/01, from the Deputy-Governor to Sir John Gayer, 
quoted in Anderson's English in’Western India, p. 339. 

• t Forrest, Selections, Vol, I, p. 245. 
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Surat seems to have been without an English medical officer 
in 1708, for the Cons, of 13th Nov., 1708, record— 

Tbie Generali paid the Banian Doctor forty rupees on acco^ 0 
Salary." 

The Cons, of 8th April, 1707, record the appointment of a 
Frenchman, John Clausade, as Surgeon at Bombay. 


" And that having bin for some time in great want of a Surgeon for this 
Hospittall and not any English willing to Stay upon this Island, and John 
Clausade, a French Protestant a Stranger offering his service, shall have 
from the i®'' Ins* sixty Xphin p. Mensem and take place as Second Surgeon 
in said Hospittall, where he is to reside so long as he apears dilligent and 
faithful in the Execution of his faculty." 


Two years before, another French Protestant had been 


pointed Surgeon’s Mate at Bombay, in the Cons, of 6th 


1704/05. 


" And that Robert Bartlett sickly be continued at present chief Surgf^ - 
for the Garrison dayly if able at Ihe Hospitall at seaventy-two XpP. j 
p. Sallery & Diett hitherto allowed by the Hon'**® Old Company 
take place next the youngest Liev* and be assisted by — Joyfull a fifrend 
protestant, said to be a Sober man at forty X® Sallery & diet p. M® t^ 
reside in the Hospittall, and Tho® Hutton at Thirty X® p. M° to reside 
the Hospittall.” 


Incidentally, the above note shows the very low rank then 
held by medical officers. The Chief Surgeon ranks next below 
the junior subaltern, the military officers, in turn, ranking below 
the civilians. 


These appointments of French Surgeons were not a success.* 
No further mention is made of Joyfull. The Cons, of 22nd Aug., 
1707, report that Clausade was found inefficient and discharged 
only three months after his appointment, and that Dr. Henry 
Staff of the Moc/io frigate was appointed Chief Surgeon at Bombay. 
Alexander Christie arrived on the Abingdon on 9th March, 1708/09, 
as Surgeon for Bombay. He was permitted to resign in the 
Cons, of 29th June, 1711, when John Pamey, Surgeon of a Bengal 
ship, was appointed to succeed him. Christie was subsequently 
employed as Surgeon of TeUicherry Factory, and died there on 
26th June, 173^- Daniel Waldo was in Bombay as earl^. as 170T ; 

objections made, over eighty years later, to the appointment of a 
Frenchman. Joseph Pouget. appointed loth Sept., 1778, see Chap. XXII, 
Appointment to Vie Service, Examinattons. v. . // . r 
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he was employed as Surgeon of Surat in 1702-03, and in 1704 was 
sent to Persia. He afterwards again served at Surat. A Bombay 
General Letter of ist May, 1711, in para. 27 reports liis transfer 
from Surat to Bombay. A similar letter of Slh Nov., 1712, in 
para. 8, reports his departure for England on the Stringer. Pame}!^ 
‘signed in 1715, jwactised for two years at Bassein, and in the 
011$. of nth Feb., 1716/17, was appointed Surgeon to Karwar 
actory. 

Charles Savage arrived at Bombay on the Katharine on 20th 
ipt., 171.1 , to serve as Chief Ph3'sician ; he died at Bombay on i8th 
ec., 1715. Thomas Hall was serN-ing as Surgeon before Savage's 
rival ; he died towards the end of 1715. John Ellis came out 
the Katharine vith Savage; he joined as Surgeon's Mate, 
came Second Surgeon on Hall's death in 1715, and Chief 
rgeon on Savage's death ; he resigned in Nov., 1718. Richard 
’cr, Surgeon of the Queen, was entertained as Second Surgeon 
the Cons, of nth Jan., 1715/16. He succeeded Ellis as Cliief 
irgeon in Nov., 1718, and resigned in Nov., 1720, going home 
I the Tartar. When Ellis resigned in Nov., 1718, James 
awford. Surgeon of an Indiaman, was appointed Second 
irgeon. The list of Bombaj’’ Surgeons is carried on for another 
jrtj’ 3*ears in Chap. X, The First Half of the Eighteenth 
iury. 

V'arious references in Sainsbury’s Calendar, Foster's English 
torics in India, Forrest's Selections from State Papers, etc., 

; the following names of Surgeons who served in the Western 
iidency during the first half of tlie seventeenth century : — 
r. —Booth, serving in India in 1621, probably at Surat. 

4. Richard Robinson, who had lived eight years in the countr5^ 

appointed Surgeon of the Reformation for the voyage 
home, 7th Dec., 1632. 

5 . George Turner, sent from Surat to Persia, 7th Dec., 1626, 

to serve either as Surgeon or Factor as required ; name ■ 
in list of Factors ser\ing in India, presented to Court 
on 13th Feb., 1628/29, “ George Turner, an unprofitable 
Chirurgeon, £40 per annum." * 

8. Gualther Hammond, Surgeon of the Exchange, appointed 
Surgeon at Surat, 8th Dec., 1628, reappointed after a 
voj'age home, 4th Jan., 

* For Turner sec also Chap. XXIV, The Sea Service. 
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1630. Daniel Walton, Surgeon of the William, petitioning for 

his pay, in Court Minutes of .29 May, 1633, says he was 
taken ashore by Rastell to be Surgeon of the house at 
Surat, after whose decease Hopkinson sent him home 
in the Blessing.-’ Thomas RasteU became President in 
April, 1621, sailed for home 15th Feb., 1624/25, rejoin^ 
as President on 26th Sept., 1630, and died 7th Nov., 1631. 
Joseph Hopkinson was elected President on 29th Dec., 
1631, and died towards the end of 1633. 

1631. Richard Alcocke, transferred -from Surat ' to Bantam in 

1631. 

1633. Constantine Younge, Surgeon of an Indiaman, posted to 
Gombroon Factory 15th March, 1632/33, appointed 
Surgeon of the Hopewell, April, 1636. 

1635. Edward Elcocke, was Surgeon of the William oniitliSept., 

1633, entertained as Surgeon at Surat, at Court of C^- 
mittees, 13th March, 1634/35. ' \ 

1636. Robert Surtees, Surgeon and Steward at Surat in 1636.^ 

1637. George Watts, chirurgeon at Surat in 1637. / /■, 

1637. William Burton^ Surgeon to the Factory founded! M 

Courten’s Association at Battacola or Bhatkal, souli - 
Bombay, died there 30th Nov., 1637. y: 

The following list purports to give the names of the Surg,v..^a'r 
serving at Bombay from the date of the grant of the island by 
the Cro^vn to the Company, in 1668, up to 1720. Most of these 
names have already been mentioned above. The list is very 
imperfect, especially as regards dates. Some names have doubt- 
less been omitted, as there are blank periods, for which the name 
of no medical ofScer can be given. In some cases no record of 
death or resignation seems to exist. Most of the dates are 
merely approximate ; those of a man’s appointment in Cons. 
which may be some time before or after the actual date of joining ; 
others are those of reports of deaths, which may have occurred 
weeks or even months before. A few dates are exact,- ^.e. that 
of the arrival of the 'Kathariive, with Savage and Elhs on board, 
on 20th Sept., 1714. And when it is stated in the records that 
a man died on a certain day, it may be presumed that he did so.. 
The names are not included of men who were appointed Siffgeon§^ 
Mates, but never rose to the post of full Surgeon ; of these there 
were a good many. 
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LIST OF SURGEONS AT BOMBAY, 166S-1720 

* . \ 

Name. 


Remarks. 

i — -Lewie, William 

- — 

Surgeon at Bombay, i66g-7o 

' Bywater, Robert 

— 

II II II 

Powell, — ... 

— 

Dead, Dec., 1670 

Bennett, — . 

Jan., 1670/71 

Bird, John 

March, 1670/71 

Went home, April, 1686 

Fryer, John . . 

gth Dec., 1673 

To Sept., 1674 : again 4th April, 

Wilson, Thomas 

Aug., 1676 

1675, to March, 1676/77 
Transferred to Persia, 24th 

Stallworthy, — 


Jan., i678/7g 

Dismissed, 24tli April, 16S6 

Miclioll, Robert 

24th April, 1686 


Skinner, James 

1700 

Dead, Dec., 1702 

Thompson, Ambrose 

1700 

Dead, Feb,. 1702/03 

Bartlett, Robert 

Dec., 1702 

Went homo, Aug., 1705 

Hutton, Thomas 

1705 

Apprentice 1701, Mate, Jan., 
1704/05. Went home, Aug., 
1707 

jr 

Elderfield, John 

30th July. 1705 

Clausade, John 

8th April, 1707 

Discharged, 22nd Aug., 1707 

Waldo, Daniel 

1711 

Surat and Persia from 1701. 

Henry . 
cie, Alex. 

22nd Aug., 1707 

Went home, Nov., 1712 

gth March, lyoS/og 

Resigned, 2gth Juno, 1711. 


■ 

Died at Tcllicherry, 26th 
Juno, 1736 

' arney John 

2gth June, 1711 

Resigned, 1715. Appointed to 

^itchell, John 

6th Oct., 1712 

Karwar, 1717 

'Hall, Thomas 

1714 

Dead, March, 1715/16. 

Savage, Charles 

20th Sept., 1714 

Died at Bombay, i8tli Dec., 


1715 

Ellis, John 

1715 

Mate, 20th Sept., 1714. Re- 

Dyer, Richard . . 

nth Jan., 1715/16 

signed, Nov., 1718 

Resigned, Nov., 1720 

Crawford, James 

Nov., 1718 

Resigned, Sept., 1731 
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EARLY HISTORY; MADRAS AND THE COAST*" 

" Once did she hold the gorgeous East in fee." 

Wordsworth, Sonnet on the extinction of the Venetian Republic, 

The early settlements on the Coromandel Coast were nsnally 
spoken of collectively, as “ The Coast ” ; those in Bengal as 
“ The Bay.” These terms continued in use till towards the end 
of the eighteenth century. The term “ The West Coast ” was 
always applied not, as one might expect, to the Bombay Presidency, 
but to the English settlements in Sumatra, which lay along the 
south-west coast of that island. 

The first voyage to the East Coast of India was made by 
Captain Anthony Hippon, in the Glohe, in i6ii. Hippon founded; 
the Company's first factory in the Bay of Bengal on i8th Aug., i6ii, 
at PettapoUi, now known as Nizampatam, at the mouth of the 
Kistna, and shortly afterwards that at Masulipatam. PettapoUi 
factory was dissolved in 1621, when the English joined the Dutch 
at Pulicat, where they remained till nth April, 1623. 

In 1625 was foimded Armagon, their first settlement on the 
Coromandel Coast proper. This factory was located at a place 
caUed Chenna Kuppam, at the northern end of the Pulicat Salt 
Lakes, in what is now the NeUore district. When Masulipatam 
was abandoned in 1628, Armagon remained for a few years the 
only settlement on the coast. The Star, a vessel of 300 tons, 
sailed from England in Dec., 1629, for the Coromandel Coast, 
being the first ship sent direct there, except the Globe .in 1611. 
In 1630 aU of the Company’s factories in India and the islands 
were placed under the President of Surat ; Henry SUl wasjord^ied 
from Bantam as Agent for the Coast, and sailed on ist April, 1630, 

* Much of the information in this chapter is taken from Vestiges of Old Madras, 
1640-1S00, by Colonel H. D. Love ; four volumes, John Murray, 1913. 
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^^}^h (h<’ /•jj/iori and tin' /)air, and fsiahlisju.d fat'.lorios al Masuli- 
•{Viiani. Molnpali, and Vivava^avam, all in uv near 

Uk Iviitna drlJa. Tin* GokUn Juinruu;, Uir trade in Golkonda, 
\v‘is f.'ivtn at llnidaral'iai <in 26th FeK. 5633/3.}.”' 

Jn 1650;.}''. Anthf w rnpm atul I'Yancis Day moved 

•i:o;n Arjn.ir.* n <0 Madi.T-j^atam. taldnj: with th<*m the staff of 
Arm.ip n 5 ‘.iri»-rv. and hnnnhd (he S' ltlcinent of l*'orl St. George, 

Atnhtw O iMn <nt<i«d the O.mj'.myV serviee ah(»nt i('> 35 . 
Ih t v< d h : Si:t<< n \a ars in tlje }• lands, .at Dantam and Macassar, 
..I'.d jatnrjvd t<t Kn.chnnl, with a n-n'-iduablc fortune, about 
5{»3'e }!« v.(nl ont .ic.iin to Stnal. as member of Council, in 

*03*''. t't'.d w.i- n. aft<rv.auls depnted to Masulipatam. Witii 
3 ' Day ba- sh.-.i< :• the In-nonv <*f being the founder of Madras, 
.;t;d fu;n ;h< oul i f K*,}'* t<< July, 16.;.:. he carried on the work 
i.f l-nildini: th'- r<.)t. dv-jinj; D.iy's alvnee in Rngland and on 
thi d'.nbb v<y..ge. H« hft Indi.*. f«.r good in .'\ug.. i6.}3, going 
botne vr.t I’.antatn, atid i< a< lud England in )«>.{.}, during the Civil 
W.,j, lie tlan bor.ght an iS'taie mar (»reenwi«-h. In iO,}S he 
ti .-k paj; in tla- ti- ing of tie' nnu of K«'nt against tlie Parliament ; 
on it' faihije he ih d to t]je Contimnt, wa.s impeached, and his 
- tat', fitf'ilitl. Ill ij.'uit bvf.vtin .^30,000 and jC-jO.ooo in the 
R<y:d , and v.a«. tji a.ttd .a Da.ronet by Charles II. Al the 
Re..n.;;..t;< n 5>'* :t turn'd t'^ Irngland, and died soon afterwards. 

J'raneis Day v.as chi'-f .at Annagon in 163.}, and at Masuli- 
pataan isi lb- 1' lunnd to England iti leaving Madras 

at il;>- tnd <1 JO.pg \v<nt <iut a.ga.in in i6.j2, and finally sailed for 
Emdand in b']it.. 16,5.;. In 16.57 he was lined /500 for private 
ttadin!!. An intry in the Co:frf Mir.uics of 2isl Jan., 1651/52, 
shcovs that he wa*^ then still living. 

In 1653 I'ort ?t. Georg'-a or Madr.as. was made an independent 
Pn ^ideticy, and reinnijn-d so until placed under Bengal, when 
Wanen Hiisiings w;iS a.jipojnted Goventor-General of India in 
177.}, and Calcutta became the capital of the whole countrj'. 

The Dutch fa.ctory ;ii Pulical, some twcnly-fivc miles north 
of Madras, v.’as founded about 1610. TJie Danish East India 

• l-ostt-r, Thf llv.{:lhh Pactofirs i« India, j 03.}-'36, p. where three triinS' 
latjc.'if of ihi'^ fatinnu arc civtn. 

t Thfre was another 1 -ort St. Gtor^.e, which was destroyed by tlic English 
in 576;, at the French settlement of Maht, also .a Fort George on the island of 
liombay. 
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Company was established by King Christian IV. in March, i6i6, 
their first ship, the Ooreswid, was despatched in Aug., i6i8, and 
in 1620 they occupied Tranquebar, ceded to them by the Naik,- 
or local ruler of the surrounding country. 

The first Surgeon on the coast whose name has been reco^ed__ 
is John Clarke, appointed to the Fort of Armagon in Court 
Minutes of 12th Nov., 1630. A letter quoted by Sainsbury, dated 
27th Sept., 1632, from Thomas Woodson at Masulipatam to Thomas 
Colley at PettapoUi, shows that there was then a Surgeon at 
Masulipatam also, but his name is not mentioned.* 

Among the staff transferred from Armagon to Madras in 
1640, a Surgeon was probably included, but his name is not 
mentioned. .The first Surgeon at Madras whose' name has sur- 
vived was Edward Whiting or Whiteinge, who appears to have 
arrived there in 1649, on transfer from Bantam. He had previously 
served at Jambi in 1645. A letter from Fort St. George to the 
Company, dated 15th Jan., 1650/51, quoted in Love’s Vestiges of 
Old Madras (Vol. I, p. 99), says : — 

" It shall bee our care providently to dispose of both medicines and 
instruments in the Chirurgeiy Chest, rendering our humble thanks both foiH 
it and the Surgeon, Edward Whiteinge, at whose arriveall Nathaniel 
Lumley lay very sick, and the 7th October last' departed this life, without 
making any will in this place." • * 

Charges brought by Henry Greenhill against James Martin, 
Captain of the garrison of Fort St. George, dated 27th March, 1654,. 
accuse Martin of having challenged Whiting to a duel, which 
apparently was prevented. A letter from Fort St. George, 
dated 28th Jan., 1656/57, reports that permission to retiurn to 
England had been granted to Whiting. He was again at Madras 
in 1663, when a letter dated 26 Feb., 1662/63, states that he had 
been ordered from Fort St. George to Bengal as Surgeon to the 
factories in the Bay. 

^Vhiting’s successor as Surgeon at Madras was Robert Cooper, 
who is shown as Surgeon in a list of the staff at Fort St. George, 
dated i 8 th Jan., 1657/58* Cooper had previously been a Factor 
in Pegu, and was recalled to Madras when the- Pegu factory was 
abandoned in Feb., 1655/56. 

Malden’s List of Burials at Madras notes the burial'oTRobH!^ 
Cooper, Surgeon, on 21st July, 1690. But it seems very doubtful , 

* Sainsbury, Calendar, Vol. V, No. 92, p. 78 ; and No. 308, p. 289. 
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whether this can be the same man, more than thirty years 
later. • 

Pliilip Bradford came out \wth the recruits of 1665 as 
.Surgeon of Fort St. George. He died at Madras in 1668. 

In 1662 John Westrey was serving as Surgeon at Masulipatam. 
Thomas Morris, Physician to the same factory, died there on 
2ist Dec., 1675 ; before his death he declared that his real name 
was Woodward, of Ripley, in Worcestershire, 

John Waldo reached Madras on 14th June, 1670, to serve as 
Smrgeon there. In 1676 a second Surgeon was allowed, and 
Bezaliel or Bazaleel Sherman was sent out to fill the post, arriving 
oh 7th Aug., 1676. A volume of Despatches from England, 1670- 
77, published at Madras in 1911, on page 25, quotes from a 
“ Company Generali Letter to y® Ffort,” dated 24tli Dec., 1675, 
pai'a. 56 of which runs — 

'' Considering how numerous the People w*** you grow, [and] being 
desirous to use al means for the p‘‘servation [of] healths we have enter- 
tained here M' Bezaliell Sherman alsoe as Chirurgeon and at the Like 
Salery w*'' him already there he carries ov6r w**' him his wife Passage free 
and One \Jactma in original] an Apprentice at his Owne Charge and both 
are to be at his Charge there and he is Obleiged to Bring the s'^ Apprentice 
up a Chirurgeon and noe othenvise imployed and to remaine at the Fort.” 

*' It is a pity that the name of the apprentice has not survived. 
The Fort St. George Cons, of 19th May, 1677, record — 

" Upon tlie address of the two Surgeons of the ffort, it is ordered tlrat 
the wages of the said two Surgeons, John Waldo and Bazaliel Sherman 
from the time of the departure from Gravesend .of the Sliipps they came by 
until the time of their landing here be paid them by the purser.” 

. Waldo went home on 27th Jan,, 1677/78. A Mr. Waldo was 
afterwards Smrgeon of the William and John, an interloping ship 
which visited Hugli in June, 1683.* 

Sherman is mentioned as one of the subscribers, giving ten 
pagodas, towards the erection of the new church, St. Mary's,, 
founded on 25th March, 1768. Cons, of 25th Aug., 1680, report 
his death — 

" Bezaleel Sherman the Chyrurgeon died this day.” 

As early as 1673 a Mate or Assistant had been allowed to the 
Surgeons at Madras. The volume of Despatches from England, 

* Yule, Hedges’ Diary, Notes, Vol. I, p. 94. 
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1670-77, quoted above, contains a General Letter to Fort 
St. George, dated 15th Dec., 1676, in which is enclosed a copy of 
a letter to the 'Court from the Rev. Patrick Warner, Chaplain 
of the Fort, dated 31st Jan., 1675/76, giving a very unfavourable 
account of the Asst. Surgeon, Henry Mallory.* 

" One M' Mallory formerly Chyrurgeon's Mate in the President 
now Ch3nmrgeon’s Mate in this place and another Barnes who formerly 
went to Sea as Master of some Small^Vessels, but having wasted the money 
Intrusted to him lives now Idlely and out of any Imployment. These two 
are Constant Companions w*** any of the Young men in whatever debauch- 
eries they were guilty of, and it gives ground to suspect that they may be 
guilty of enticeing them thereunto.” 

It is only fair to state that the ofScial records speak more 
favourably of MaUory. In 1677 he was commended by the 
Council as “ a very dilHgent and able Surgeon.” In 1679 hie 
accompanied Streynsham Master in his tour from Madras to the\ 
Bay factories. In 1680, after Sherman’s death, he was appointed 
Surgeon in his place. In March, 1681, he was transferred from 
Madras to succeed Heathfield as Surgeon at Madapoham, and 
in Oct., 1681, to Masulipatam, where he died on 5th Aug., 1682, 
as reported in a letter from that factory dated nth August. 

” Cons., 9* Sepi., 1680. M*^ Bezaleel Sherman the Chjaurgeon 
place being deceased and Henry Malory being a Person capable of the 
imployment, having served here severall yeares as Chyrurgeons Mate, It 
is thought fit upon his aplication and request to make his salary 30^*, p. ann 
to begin at Michaellmas next comeing.” y 

" Cons., 28*^ March, 1681. M' John Heathfeild having left his imploy- 
ment as Ch3rrurgeon to Madapollam and Metchlepatam Factorys, & come 
-up to this place in Ship Sampson in January last, & from that timi* has 
been imployed as Chyrurgeon here, he being an able person his salary is 
now settled, 36’® p. ann. and there being want of one for y® Factoryes. at 
Madapollam and Metchlepatam It is Resolved and ordered to send 
M?^. Henry Mallory to be Chyriu-geon to them Factoryes & to take his 
passage upon y® Eagle.” 

John Heathfield, who, hke Mallory, had served on the President 
Indiaman, was appointed Surgeon at Masulipatam and Mada-. 
pollam on 25th Sept., 1673. The Cons, of 6th Aug., 1679, direct 
that he is “ to reside at Metchlepatam and to remove to Mada- 
pollam as occasion requires.” In July, 1680, he was aXLo ggd ^ 
to come to Madras for his health, but apparently did not -actually 

* P. 62. This letter is also quoted in Talboys Wheeler's Early Records of , 
British India, p. 71. - 
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move there till Jan., 1680/81, when he was appointed Surgeon 
at Fort St. George, Malloiy being sent to take his place in the 
northern factories. In Feb., 1681/82, he got sanction for the 
appointment of an Assistant, whose name has not been preserved. 
In Jan., 16S2/83, the post of Surgeon's Mate being vacant, Samuel 
Wilmot, Surgeon's Mate of the Resolution, was appointed, on five 
pagodas (about Rs. 17, or a little over £2) per month. Wilmot died 
on 7th Sept., 1687. On 25tli May, 1685, Heathfield was appointed 
a Factor, on £1$ a year, less than half his salary as Surgeon, but, 
of course, wdth better future prospects. For over two years he 
served as " Assistant to the Customer," i.e. in the Customs Office 
of the Fort. The Court of Directors disapproved his appoint- 
ment as Factor, and he had to resume his former post as Surgeon 
from 25th JulJ^ 1687. During Heathiield’s employment as Factor, 
Wilmot and Plummer were the two Surgeons of the Fort. Heath- 
field's petition for the post of Factor is contained in the Cons. 
of 25tli Ma}', 1685.* 

" usih May, 1685. Doctor Heatlafield delivers in his Petition, (whidi 
is entered next after this Consultation) the contents whereof is, that he 
desires to be entertained as a Factor in the R^. Hon'’’® Comp®* service, 
which was considered of, and by reason we have occation for sober persons, 

, he understanding tlie Portuguese language, & well experienced in 
business, Itt is thought convenient and agreed to entertain him as lowest 
Factor att fifteen pounds p. annum, provided the R*. HonW® Comp® are 
pleased to confirm the same, and that he attend the Customers business att 
the Sea side, there being none of the R*^ Hon’’’® Comp®® Covenant servants 
in that place att present, & for liis security he proposeth S® Edw^ Winter, 
M® Edward Read & M® Nathaniell Cholmley." 

{Peiiiion) " To the Hon’’’® President &c® Council. 

" May itt please y® Hon® &c® 'twas in the year 73 that I was taken 
prisoner by the Dutch, \vith the Ship President, att wliich time I underwent 
many hardsliips, besides tlie totall losse of what itt had pleesed God to 
bestow upon me, by my endeavours in five years before in the Hon’’’® 
Comp®® service, & after my confinement I was then rec^ into the Hon’’’® 
Comp®® service again as Surgeon, att Mechlepatam & Madapollam, and 
after seven years service there, was called up to this place, where I have 
served as Surgeon upwards of fower years, my experience in this time and . 
observations I have made upon the Hoh’’’® Comp®® afiaires I humbly con- 
ceive has render’d me capable of serving them in another station, winch I 
am desirous of, in hopes of future preferment, and knowing that itt has 
been the Custome of your Hon* &c® and other Nations to alter the 

* The Cons, for 1685 are missing from the Factory Records, Fort St. George, 
in the India' Office, but may be seen in the Colin Mackenzie MSS., Vol. LIII. 
They have also been published in the late Mr. A. T. Pringle’s The Diary and Con« 
sulfation Book of the Agent Governor and Council of Fort St. George, 1682-85 ; 

' four volumes, Madras, 1894. 
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imployment of their servants, I therefore humbly beseech your Hoh*^ &c® to 
receive me as a Factor, and to give me what imployment you shall think 
suitable for me, wherein I shall behave and deport myself w^’^ that fidellity 
care and delligence that my future services shall approve themselves not 
unworthy of this your great favour & Idndness, and as I am in duty 
bound to be a faithful servant to my Hon’^*® Masters, soe I lie under no less 
Obligation to your selves as my benefactors, then of approving myself witli 
all gratitude and thankfulness. Hon'^^® c&c® Your most humble & Obed*^ 
Servant, John Heathfield — Fort St. George, 20th May, 1685,” 

Heathfield died on 2nd April, 1688, aged 43 years 5 months 
and 27 days, and was buried in the graveyard round St. Mary’s 
Church, where his tombstone may stiE be seen. The Cons. 
of 15th April, 1679,* note that he had married, at Masulipatam, 
the uddow of Mr. Robert Fleetwood, a servant of the Company, 
who had died there insolvent. Fleetwood had taken for three 
years a lease of the town of Narsapuram, a proceeding contrary 
to the orders of the Company. Heathfield was ordered to give, 
up the farm, which he- promised to do, the lease expiring in the 
foEowing month. His wife, Margery, was godmother to Job 
Chamock’s children bom at Madras. In a table showing the 
quit-rents of houses in Madras, in the Cons, of and Aug., 1688, the 
“ widdow Heathfield ” is shown as occupying a house in Middle 
Street, at a quit-rent of two pagodas a year. She must have 
been left well of£, as the only higher quit-rent is that of^the Presi- 
dent’s house in the same street, three pagodas. Besides this 
house in "Whitetown, she also oivned a garden house in. Pedda- 
naikpetta, which she sold to the weavers of Madras in 1707. 
She survived her husband for thirty-five years, dying in 1723. In 
the Ests of inhabitants of Madras for Dec., 1701, and Dec., 1702, 
the name of Theophila Heathfield appears in the Est of young 
women unmarried. Another daughter, ComeEa, married Charles 
Bugden, a civiEan of 1692, and after his death became the wife, 
in 17131 of another civiEan, Richard Horden, who ioined in 
1702. 

Other Surgeons on the Coast during the later years of the 
seventeenth century, whose names have been preserved in the 
Fort St. George Cons, and elsewhere, are — 

1. Edward BuEdey, see below. 

2. Isaac Dunn, Surgeon at MasuEpatam, 12th Oct., 1682 ;"~air 
MadapoEam 17th Nov., 1687. 


* Colin Mackenzie MSS.,-Vol. LII. 
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3. Janii's Gnidglicltl, ap])oinlcd Siirgcon at Vizagapatam on 
I2lh July, 1683. The. Cons, of that dale note — 

*' Tho Chief and Councill at Madapollam having made itt their request 
that 1")’ Grndpficld miglit be cnlerlaincd at Vizagapatam ffaetory, because 
they arc so far off from iJirnce, tliat if IJic Doctor now belonging to boUi 
ffaclon,*? should be att Vir^^gapatam, they might be in great danger of 
their lives, for want of holpc before he could come to them, the ITactorys 
being at a considerable distance, which being taken into consideration itt 
is ordered that the sai«l Doctor do attend Vizagapatam ffactoiy allowing him 
/io p. .annum Sailary and no more, and that att all Icasure times he assist 
in the writing busincsse." 


Gnidgficld was transferred to “ Condaloor " on 9th MaJ^ 1684. 
In April, 16SS, ho was still at that factory, and petitioned for 
tho allowance of four pagodas a month which he had drawn at 
Vizagajjatam for assisting in the clerical work. He died some 
time within the nc.Kt five months ; for a list of inhabitants of 
Fort St. George at the end of Sept., 16S8, includes the name of 
Penelo]>o Gnidgficld, widow.* 

.p John Plummer, Surgeon's Mate of the Royal James, 
appointed to Fort St, George 28th July, 1684, went home on the 
Royal James 6th I^fay, 1688. 

5. \Villiam Wanvn, at Madras, in 16S4 ; transferred to 
Beng.al 4th July, 1C98, again in Madras in Jan., 1710/11. 

6. Francis Perce, Doctor’s Mate of the Rochester, appointed 
Surgeon at Fort St. George, 9th Feb., 1685. 

7. Henry Watson, arrived l6lh June, 1CS5, served also in 
Bengal. 

8. Mr. Atkins, Surgeon at Masulipalam and Pcttipidli, died 
Feb., 1684/85. 

9. Edmund Pajmtcll, appointed to succeed Atkins, loth Dec., 
1685. 

10. James Burlc}’, late Chirurgeon of the Rose, appointed 
Surgeon at the Fort 5th Sept., 16S7, 10 inir.cixd PJuimm-r. 

11. Bernard Or.lcr, late Surgeon of the Loyal Aaventme, 
which was wrecked at Madras on 7th Ott,, 1687, appointed 
i6th Oct., 16S7. 

12. Walter Stewart, a phyHcian who had conu- out ;is a 
private soldier, allowed to punha>e lu's discliarge^aiid (o practise 
at Madras, 2nd Jan., lOSy/SS.j 


Gnjdpfidd Ii.^d picvioujly .•■'.ivcvl :i! J'runlciV fr,)!!; jo 


Chap. VI, JScf!y Iliitcry: Sui-it, Penij, Il.-fr.* .v,-, .o'; i i-.t I! 
t For \V.*illor it' r,!-o C!:,-.p. y.V.'l !.r iJ. 


t!V:r. 


'"-'••V •! h. 




C'. f'it'.'js; 
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13. Samuel Browne, appointed 7th May, 1688. See below. 

14. - Richard BlackwaE, appointed 24th June, 1689. See 
below. 

15. Samuel Hart, appointed Surgeon at Hugh 17th Aug., 
1686 ; came to Madras with the other Bengal officials in Feb., 
1688/89, and then appointed Surgeon of Fort St. George. The 
Cons, of 29th Dec., 1692, order his discharge, on the arrival of 
Bulkley from England. Hart continued to live at Madras for 
many years. His name is shown in the lists of inhabitants, 
not Company’s servants, up to Dec., 1707. He was thrice 
married. In May, 1693, his name is entered among the freemen 
inhabitants of Madras, with the note, “ Married a Georgian.” 
For several years, prior to and including 1706, he is entered as 
“ Married a Casteez,” i.e. a Portuguese woman of pure European 
descent. In Dec., 1707, he is shown as “ married an English- 
woman.” Two children, Elizabeth and Susanna Hart, are entered 
in the lists for that month. This is the last list which contains 
his name. 

16. Rowland Jones, Doctor’s Mate, died 15th April, 1690. 

17. Robert Cooper, Surgeon, died 21st July, 1690. 

18. Thomas Faucet, appointed 23rd Nov., 1692. See below. 

19. Joseph RoyaU, or Royer, appointed as Assistant to Dr.- 
Faucet at Fort St. David, nth May, 1696, succeeded Faucet 
as Surgeon there in 1699, died there in Aug., 1703. ’ 

20. John Cotter, Surgeon at Vizagapatam, in list of Jan., 
1696/97. Ten years before, in Jan., 1686/87, John Cotter, 
Surgeon of the Dragon, probably the same man, had been re- 
moved from his ship for mutiny. According to the evidence, 
liis crime, though perhaps technically mutiny, seems rather 
have been attempted desertion. 

• 21. Edward Rawdon, appointed Mate to Dr. Bulkley, I3tl 
Jan., 1697/98 ; Assay Master, 29th Sept., 1699. 

22. ' Charles Verrall, apprentice to Dr. Bulkley, 12th Aug., 1700. 

23. Michael Gray, Surgeon at Masulipatam, transferred to 
Fort- St. David by order of Court dated 31st July, 1702, and 
subsequently to Calcutta, 20th Aug., 1705. 

A few of these Surgeons deserve somewhat fuller notice—^ 
Bulkley, Browne, Blackwall, and Faucet. Further particulars 
about Wrrren, Watson, and Gray are given in Chap. VHI,*' 
Early Ridory; Bengal and the Bay. 
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The Cons, of i8th Sept., 1678, mention a French Chyrurgeon, 
Francisco Cutineth, living in Black Town. He was called before 
the Council, who associated Bezaliel Sherman with them to hear 
the case, to give evidence about the death of a private soldier, 
named John Ballance, whom he had attended, who died from the 
effect of blows given by Corpor^ Henry Law.* 

At the beginning of the year 1687 the Council of- Fort St. 
George were anticipating an attack by the troops of the Great 
Mogul, i.e. Aurangzeb, who was then invading Golkonda. The 
Cons, of 2ist Feb., 1686/87, contain orders regarding the duties 
of various /members of the community in case of an attack, 
including the medical officers, f 

" Doct*^ Willmot & D* Plummer’s charge is viz^ ‘ To provide and 
make Salves for wounds, and to bee as sparing of -the Small Chirurgery Box 
on the Rebecca as they can, that we may not want upon great occation. 

“ There being a sett of large Chirurgeons Instruments att Metchlepatam, 
which may bee useful here, upon any expedition, Itt is ordered that 
M' Freeman &c® bee wrot to, to send them hither.” 

The Cons, of 2nd Sept., 1689, record a payment to a Dutch 
Surgeon. 

" Francis Bett having by distemper and distraction lately wounded 
;V"himselfe at Porto Novo factory, whereby for want of a Surgeon they were 
necessitated to call the Dutch Surgeon to his reliefe, & cure, which being 
charged to him, he requests that as being -the Comp^® Serv*^ it may be allowed 
by the R* Hon'’^® Comp® w®^ being consider’d and that twas his owne rash 
Act, tis order’d that he bear the halfe charge thereof, & that the cheife do 
allow the other halfe thereof.” 

The following medical certificate, entered in the Cons, of 
i6th Aug., 1693, is probably the earliest such certificate given 
in India which has survived.^ 

" We -the subscribers having according to your Orders visited 
John Nicks, find him very much indisposed by a Chilly numbness in his 
■ feet and hands, and an oppression in his Brest and Stomach which is a 
hindrance both to his speech and breathing, these S3miptoms in all proba- 
bility are occasioned by melancholy, want of exercise, and his being oblidge 

* Colin Mackenzie MSS., Vol. LII. The Cons, of this year are missing in 
the Fort St. George Factory Records. 

t Factory Records, Fort St. George, Vol. IV. The passage is quoted in 
Wheeler’s Madras in the Olden Time, Vol. I, p. 169. 

' t Colin Mackenzie MSS., Vol. LVI. The Cons, from January, 1690/91, to 
January, 1692/93, are missing from the Fort St. George Factory Records. This 
certificate, and the note about Francis Bett, are both given by Love, Vol. I, 
pp. 529 and 564. 
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to breath., a stagnating aire, which except speedily remedid (since it ap-. 
proches his Stomach) may'prove of Dangerous Consequence. 

" Edward ' Bulldey, Samuell Browne.” 

Edward Bulkley was serving at Pettipoli in Dec., 1682. -■ He 
seems' to have gone home from there. On his return to.. India 
he was appointed First Surgeon to Fort St. George, in Cons, of . 
29th Dec., 1692. 

“ Ordered that D* Bulkeley Ch 3 ururgion (lately come from England) 
doe enter upon his charge of the Hospitall and take care of the Patients 
theran, and look after all the medicines and other things carefully, that 
none be spoyled or wasted negligently, or used for any other end or purpose 
but. those they were intended for. And that he keep an account of all 
material actions, in a Book that may remayne in the Hospitall, to be 
examined when needful or required. And Doctor Brown is to be continued 
a Chyrurgion here as before. And in regard of ttie supply of Chyrurgions 
from England there is not roome for the continuance of D' Hart, he is to 
be discharged from that Imployment and the Secretary is to acquaint him 
therewith.” 


The above extract is also given in Love's Vestiges of Old 
Madras, Vol. I,- p. 563, where is also quoted a Despatch from 
England, dated i6th April, 1697, which refers to the appointment 
of Bulkley, also incidentally mentioning Hart * and Browne,, 
and sanctioning the. ^pnoiiitment of a coroner at Madras in 1697. 

same despatch is quoted by aJu^ve at greater length mJVoL 
p. 68, as below. ' 


” When wee understood M*' Heathfield was' dead, and that you had 
entertained hP Hart as a temporary Surgeon in his Stead, we resolved 
to Supply you as soon and as well as we could, and accordingly sent you, 
five or six years since, BucMey, one who was every way very fitly 
qualified_to serve us by his large experience of India as well as herej and 
as fit for prescribing Phisick as manuall operations ; and we suffered him. 
to carry out an apprentice that so he might not Complaine of want of 
help. And therefore him and him only wee resolve shall receive any 
Sallery and allowances. . . ., And in respect to him wee are willing to 
allow the Office of Coroner, and such perquisites therewith for sitting on 
the bodys of any persons that shall come to any untimely end by casuality 
or otherwise, as you shall think fitting, to be paid by the relations of the 
deceased, considering the poverty of the Generality of your Inhabitants. 
The usuall ffee here is 6s. 8d., but wee think two Rupees is sufficient where 
the persons are of Ability. And as for Browne, if it please God our ^ 
Surgeon at the ffort, or in the Bay, or elsewhere should die, or be moved. 
Wee are willing JP Browne should have the first preference to ’such a 
vacancy.” - . — — — 

On 30th Aug., 1693, Bulkley performed the post-mortem 
examination on Mr. Wheeler, accidentally poisoned by Surgeon 
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Ntnuu'l Bvowiu'. His report is i;ivin in Hv « «<i t!u t 

in Brownes life. Probably il is Ih'* ohli st y . .t»nv>iP in 
cporl i:iven in India which has bcin presf-rveu. as th*- ?n^d, 1 
rerliheaU' by Bulkhy and Browiii*. qnoted abovf\ is pinb.iMy 
ho oVdosl document of its kind- Th*' /■‘or/ irt/.niO'; Ccry of 
'uh -Aui;.. 1713. contain a po^l-mnrlem report. si.-;ncd byWjlham 
ihunilton and Richard Harvey, which isi.'ivtn in Wib tu’s /A?/.;,* 
lin\',h efihe Kv.^lish ir, Benen/, V«>I. 11, PaO 1. j’]’. 13;. r35. 

B-alkh-y held the appointment 05 Sm.;"-n up to ”>,;h Jatn. 
170^,00. when lie resipied on account of ilMo ..h!i. ,1 


n C‘e;:y. of that date. 
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1720. On 22nd Sept, 1720, he resigned to go to Europe. John 
Bulkley was engaged as Factor for five years from 21st Aug., 
1723, and became Junior Merchant on 9th Aug., 1728. He died 
on 29th April, 1732. On 30th May, 1747, Philip BuMey, perhaps 
of a 'third generation of the same family, was •entertained„as 
■vmter, in 1749 he received a commission as lieutenant, and was 
killed at the siege of Conjeveram, as reported in a Letter to- Court, 
dated 15th Feb., 1752. 

Samuel Browne. Surgeon of the Dragon, was appointed Surgeon 
at Madras in the Cons, of 7th May, 1688. 

. “ Doctor Heathfield being deceased and Doctor J“° Plummer gone 
home upon the Royall James, & the Hospitall being in- great want of 
an able Chirurgeon, Ddct* Sam^ Brown late Chirurgeon of the Dragon 
being reputed so, & desirous of the employ. It is order'd that he be 
entertain’d at the same sailary & allowance as his Predecessor Docf^ 
Heathfield had.” 

Four years later he was superseded by- the appointment of 
Bulkley, on his return from Europe, as first Surgeon. In 1693 he 
applied to rent six villages near Madras ; his request was refused 
on 7th Aug. On 28th Aug., 1693, he accidentaUy poisoned Mr. 
James Wheeler, Sea Customer and member of Council, and Chief 
Justice of the Choultry. The following account of this i^ortu- 
nate occurrence is taken from the Cons, of 30tb Aug., 1^93^' 
Bulkley’s report of the post-mortem imraediat^J^Tollows the other 
_ en^es.* ' 

” Word being brought us■l?finlf‘-c^1l^Llbnsultation on the -28^^ instant, 
that M* Wheeler was very sick, and soon after about ii o'clock that he was 
dead, we went forthwith to his house, and appointed Slildmay and 
Vander Anker to take account of the Right Honourable Companies books 
and papers which were in Wheeler's hands ; but on the way -thither 
the following note was delivered up into the hand of the President, viz. 

'* ' Hon'’^® Sir. I have murthered M' Wheeler by giving him Arsnick.- 
Please to execute Justice on me -the malefactor as I deserve. 

" ' Your Honour’s unfortunate obed* Servant, Sam*^ Browne.' 

“ Whereupon D’^ Browne after examination and his particular relation 
of the circumstances of his fatall mistake, was by warrant of the Judge 
Advocate committed, as allso his servant, who negligently powdered Pearl 
in a stone mortar wherein arsnick had been before beaten, the mixture 
whereof with the pearl is supposed to be the occasion of his Death ; and 

* Colin Mackenzie MSS., Vol. LVI. The Cons, from 15th October, _i6go, , 
to 31st January, 1693/94, except for the period 1st to 26th June, 1693, missing 

from the Fori Si. George Factory Records. The papers are also quoted in J. 
Talboys WTiceler’s Madras in the Olden Time, Vol. I, pp. 276-278. 
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thi'ic boini; .syniplonis of poyj^on, Doctor Buckley, tlic Cliirurgcou of the 
Hospital!, was ortlorcil to oj)on the Corps and make Ins report. 

’* Tlic Attorney Generali is ordered to prosecute Samuell Browne, and 
his Servants concerned for the Death of 51 ^ James Wlicclcr, so soon as it 
can be done. — Kath Higginson. 

. " Yestcrd.ay at S a clock in the forenoon Jnmc.s Wheeler was buryed, 
with the. solcinnitj' accustomed for one of his Station, 

" May it ple.asc your Hon’ with the Wonihij^pfull Councill. According 
to your orden: I did on Munday the 28*’* instant in the afternoon open the 
deail body of M’ James Wheeler about five hour;; after his dc.ilh, and upon 
viewinj; the Yjsccr.t or J3owells found them not much altered from their 
natnnil! temj>er and Colour. The parts that .seemed to suffer most were 
tlie stomach and gults, which wore .a little inflamed, .and almost wholly 
b.arcd .ami slript of the mucous or slimy covering with wliich those parts 
are commonly invested. The Lungs allsoc were a little inllamcd, the blood 
that 1 g.athcred out of scvcr.all Vessells all appeared blacker than usuall. 
But the suddenness of his dc.ath, ami the severe symptoms he laboured 
under before he dyed, were greater arguments of Poyson received then 
anything I could Imce out by dis.ccction. TJiis from. Sir, Vour Hon*^- &c“ 
most humble vt; obedient Servant. Edward Bulklcy.” 

Broxnic and his .servant were committed to custodj'. Browme 
was tried, and acquitted hy the Grand Jury, " who brought in the 
hill Ignoramus." There was .some dissatisfaction at this result. 
Man}’’ ihouglit that a ease of criminal negligence liad been made 
-'’Mt. 

In iGo-t Browne was deputed to attend the Nawab Qasim 
Khun ftw wounds, wliich he did with success. In 1695 he was 
again in trouble for challenging Dr. Blackwall to a duel, when 
drunk ; and in April, 1696, for assault on a native, as recorded 
in CoViS, of 27th April, i6g6. 

" Co;;.'., 37//; Aprit, 169G, Complaint having been made by Madrcmtala 
in a letter received by the Governor last night, that D*’ Brown had gone 
to the house of Ananta Terterra his Junkamccr of Veperj', and carried 
him away by force, and robbed him to the value of six thousand Pagodas 
.as by .a list sent. Ti^ Brown being sent for gives tliis .account. Tliat on 
Saturdvay having rid out to Egmorc in Company, in their return by the 
Vepery Choultry the Moor Peons called him names ; and he riding up to 
them to demand the rc.ason, there followed more aggravating words and 
they beat liim. \S 1 ien he came Iiome, being informed where the Chief 
man of the Choultry lived, he took liis sword and pistol, and being followed 
by liis boy with another pistol, and liis honsekeeper went to the house and 
by force look out Ananta Terterra, and brought him to the Bridge Gate, 
where understanding that that \%’.as not tiro man which had abused him, 
^lic let him go. 

" Ananta Terterra doth also further complain that D*' Brown broke his 
face with a pistol, pulled his beard, &c., and that he was robbed to the 
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value of six tliousand pagodas ; which tliough there is no reason to believe, 
yet the Dewan’s officers will take occasion to make a demand as customary, 
and give us trouble by complaining to tlie Nabob. And Brown being 
apparently guilty of a breach of the peace, it is resolved that he be com- 
mitted to the custody of the Marshall, iiiat others may be deterred from the . 
like, and that the inhabitants may understand that such practises are not - 
allowed." * 

Dr. Browne was detained in custody for a week, after which 
he was discharged, in consideration of the fact that his patients 
required his services, he giving security to the satisfaction of 
the court. 

' The Cons, of 3rd Jan., 1697/98, note his discharge, from 
30th Nov., 1697, the Court of Directors having disallowed the 
appointment of Second Surgeon at Fort St. George, which he 
had held for ten years. On 13th Jan., he was offered the post 
of surgeon at Chutanuti (Calcutta), but declined it ; William 
Warren got the appointment from 30th June, .1698. On nth 
Aug., the Assay Master at Madras, Nathaniel Stone, applied for 
leave to go home, and promised to instruct Samuel Broivne in . 
his duties before he left, so as to leav.e him qualified for that 
emplojTnent.” On 22nd Sept., 1698, Browne died at Madras. 

The Dictionary of National Biography includes Browne's 
name, but only states that from time to time he^en±~.to Englaw^^ 
collections of dried plants, which now form part of the herbarium 
of the British Museum, and that particulars of his life are wanting. 
In 1688 Browne married Ann Baker. Two jnars after his death, 
-in 1700, she married John Foquet, " Scavenger " of Madras. 
In spite of his unpleasant title, the scavenger was a civilian, in 
charge of house taxation and consers^ancy, and Foquet stepped 
from that post, in 1700, to that of Chief of Masuhpatam. Browne’s 
daughter, Elizabeth, in 1711, brought an action for breach of 
promise against Henry Comrvall, Captain of the frigate Sherborne, 
the ship on w’hich William Hamilton wns then serving as surgeon. 
Seven years later, in 1718, she married the Rev. Charles Loi^, 
Chaplain of Madras. 

The career of Richard Benoni Ebenezer BlackwaU is one of 
some interest. His name first appears in the Madras Press Lists 
on 8th March, 1688/89, ^ letter from Fort St. George to. John 

* From J. Talbo3's ^Vheele^’s Madras in the Olden Time, Vol. I, pp. 

The Cons, from ist Jan. to 30th Sept., 1696, are missingfrom Mx'&Fort Si. George' 
Factory Records in the India Office, nor can the deficiency" here be supplied 
from the Mackenzie MSS. Apparently they are, or were, preserved at Madras. 
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XicL-i, chief n( Conimeer,* informing him lliat Surgeon Bhickwall 
is required by the commander of 1 he Rcsoluliou, He was appointed 
Surgeon at Conimeor in Cons, of 2.jth Jnne, 16S9. 

*' Kichnnl IJlackwaU formerly Surcioiis Mate of Ship KcsoliUion but 
juarrying here to an Inglish-woman desires to r-orve the Hon’’'® Comp*' 
at tlu ir garrison of Coniincer whore we have occasion for him, and Capt. 
W’"' Sharpe being now Knpjdyed w*'’ an able Surgioii from Capt. 13r,angwin 
ho is order’d to tlir-eharge him from his Ship and deliver him his conccrncs 
.aboard .abo to pay to liis onlcr in England what wages is due to him.” 

In 1603 he was s\irgcon at Fort St. David. Tlic Nawab 
of the Kantatik attempted to get possession of the English settle- 
ments by treachery, as described in 7 'lic Ainmls of the Honourable 
Itasi Company, Vol. HI, p. 15.1. where the author, John Bruce, 
M.P., the Company's Historiograidicr, writt?s — 

■' Tort St. D.avid, being the weahest, w.t; firf>t thought of, and the 
Surgeon of the place, a 13’ ninchv.-ell. who ha<l, from his profe.ssion, got 
.^cce^s to the Mogul’s cam]>, became, for a l.irge bribe, the instrument of 
the enemy ; — in return, he wjis to be made Governor of Porto Novo, and 
to hold it under the Mogul’s protection. IJlackwcH’.s trc.a.son was fortu- 
nately di^coverwi, and ho w.t; -^oiacd an<l carried to Madm.s, where he made 
.n ftill confession.” 

Bruce giv<>s the name ns Blackwell, but in the original papers 
it is always spelt Blackwall. To say that lie made a full con- 
fession is iiardly coiTOct. He admitted luunng been promised by 
the Kawab — wliom lie .‘jcenis to have treated professional!}', and 
thus made his acquaintance — the Government of Porto Novo, 
a small town on the svgi coast, a little south of Fort St. David, 
in what is now the South .Arcot district. But he denied that he 
had agreed to betray Fort St. David or Kadaliir. The Madras 
Ccaincil do not seem to have considered the matter very serious, 
but were of opinion that his sanity, rather than his loyalty, was 
at fault in his negotiations with the Nawab. He- was kept under 
guard, as a prisoner in the fort, for a little over a year. The 
Council decided to send him to England, but clianged their minds, 
and soon after his release he was enrolled, on ist April, 1695, as 
an Attorney in the Mayor's Court. On 21st Nov. of the same 
year Dr. Browne challenged him to fight a duel. In the Cons, of 
25tli Feb., 1696/97, he is appointed surgeon to the West Coast, 

♦ John Nfehs, tlic Afadras civilian who received from Bulklcy and Browne, 
four years later, the medical certificate quoted above. 
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and it is stated that he had behaved well since his trial three 
years before. The Cons, of 3rd March, 1700/01, mention that 
he is dead, and order the payment to his wife of 97 ryals standing 
to his credit at Fort York (Bencoolen), The original papers in 
this curious case are given below. 

“ At a CotmtUation Extraordinary, Wednesday, 31st.* Present: The 
Nath“ Higginson, Esq“ President & Govern^ John Dolben, Esq« 
Judge Advocate, IVF William Fraser. IVF Cuthbert haveing the last night 
discoursed to the President some transactions which had passed between 
Doctor Blackwall and Arsemonague at the Camp, concerning Doctor 
Blackwall’s being made Governor of Porto Novo, and that he had heard 
at the Camp, when there, that there were some ‘designs on foot for the 
Plundering of Cuddaloor, when the army passed by that way to Tanjore. 
The President imediatly \vrote a Letter to ]\F Hatsell adviseing him 
thereof that he might not come hither as before ordered till this matter 
was over and upon perusaU of the papers delivered by IVF Cuthbert among, 
which is a letter to him from Blackwall, darkly intimating hee had some 
great designes on foot ; a general! letter was thereupon written to M' 
Hatsell, and another to him and Coundll, with the necessary advices and 
directions, as entred in the Coppy Booke of Letters.” f 

” Cons., Friday, gth Feh. 1693/94. The general! Lett” from IVP Hartsell 
and from him and Coundll dated y® 7**^ Inst. p. shipp Northampton being 
perused with the inclosed Paper of y® examination of Doct"^ Blackwall’s 
servants, and also one lett* from Doct* Blackwall to his wife, w** gives an 
accou* of his haveing Receiv’d a Phirmaund for Porto Novo whereof Jje-^ 
and his Heires are to be Governors where he is to maintaine one or two 
hundred Horse and as many Europeans as he can gett. Doct^ Blackwall 
be sent for and examin’d, hee Confess’d it and delivered in a narrative of 
his Transactions w^'' the Nabob and Arsamanague, but does utterley 
disowne anny designe relateing to Fort St. David, or Cuddaloor, and 
alledges in his owme Justification that after he was acquainted that IMF 
Hartsell &c® had seized his papers, he notwithstanding came to them as 
he intended to disclose the whole Matter, and have-theire approbation, 
before he did ingage in it, but it being a matter of dangerous consequence 
requires further enquiry and consideration, in the meantime Doct' Blackwall 
is comitted to y® charge of y® Lev*^* of y® Gard, to be kept in a chamber in 
tlie Fort under a Centinell and none to speake to him till further order.” 

“ Cons., Tuesday, 13th Feb. 1693/94. Doct*^ Blackwall haveing sent y® 
Presid* a paper on ye ii and iz instant, by ye former declareing his 
entering into and concludeing a treaty w^^ ye Nabob & Arsemonague for 
y® Govern* of Porto Novo to him and his Heirs under Arse mo nague and by 
y® owneingy* he has entered into an obligaton for Paymentoff one hundred 
thousand Pagodoes to the Mogul! att certain times and conditions and 

* Wednesday, 31st Jan., 1693/94. 

t The first Consultation of 31st Jan. is included in the Co/«t Mackenzie MSS.',- - 
Vol. L'VT, last page ; ,the others in Factory Records, Fort St. George, Vols. VII 
and VIII. 
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desires to be sett at liberty, that' he may goe to y® Camp and discharge 
himself from those Engagements, and Wee should verry readily Consent 
to his Proposall, where tlxere any reason to’ believe that. he could doe it, 
or had anny security, y‘ he would not when att liberty proceed in his 
Government, the Notion of which seem's to have possessed his brain, that 
he appears to us to be distemper’d. Its resolved therefore that he bee 
-for y® present detained in close Confinement in y° Fort, till there shall 
appeare reason for his releasment or for sending liim for England, for 
which the Samuell is hot a fitting Shipp.” 

“ Com., Monday, iz^rd Apprill, 1694. Doct*^ Blackwall having sent 
severall Papers, and complaining of fhe severity of a long confinement 
was sent for and an offer made him of releasement vpon condition he gave 
good security, that he would not depart from the limits of this place, and 
in case of his departure to make good what Damages may accrew thereby 
unto the R* Hon’^^® Company and time was given him to consider of said 
offer.” 

" Cons. Thursday, i/^th June, 1694. It® resolved as the best expedient 
to secure the R* Hon^*® Company from damage by Doctor Blackwall’s late 
rash undertakeing and engagements to the Moors that he be sent for 
England by the first shipp, unless he shall rather choose to goe and live nit 
Bombay, and the General! approve thereof^ and y® Secretary is ordered to 
acquaint him therewith^ and that his answer is expected on Monday next.” 

*' Cons. Thursday, 5th July, 1694. Doct^ Blackwall haveing requested 
a generall leave for his friends to visit him, order is given to tlxe Lew“ of 
the guard that they permitt his friends to visit him, but not to stay after 
'six a clock att night and this liberty to continue soe long as the Gover^ 
finds he uses it xvith discretion.” 

'• Cons., Friday, 24f/» Aug., 1694. I>oct* Blackwall being comitted to the 
custody of y® Lew^‘ of y® Guard by order of Consult the 9th of Feb. 1693/94, 
upon his application to y® Court of Admiraltj’’ obtained a writ of habeas 
corpus w®^ y® Lev** of y® Guard produc’d to y' Presid*, Its there\-pon 
ordered y* Doct*^ Blackwall be taken from 3'® Custody- of the Lev** of j-® 
Guard and delivered into y® Custody of Martiall.” 

” Cons., Monday, zgth Oct., 1694. Doct*^ Blackwall desireing libertj- for 
the Doors to be open from morning till night the Martiall declareing he 
do’s not tlxinke it safe, and haveing appeared foimorlej* that he had tam- 
' pered w**' some of y® Centindls in order to his exscape. It is thought Stt 
to be left to y® discretion of Martiall he being answerable for his forth- 
comeing.” 

*' Cons., Friday, z^th Jan., 1604/0^. The Judge reports that vpen 
heareing of the Information exhibited by y® Attorney Generali in cebzli" 
of the Ri -.’Hon*’^® Comp® against Richard Benoni Ebeneazer BlacwaZi^ 
Bxp^ourt of Admiralty, the Coart have decreed that he be sent frr 

y® first shipp, said degree is confirmed, and it is resolved tliar m 
be given 3^® Cap* of 3^ Princess to recieve hiTn aboard.” 
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*' Co7is., Monday, lith Feb., 1694/95. Doctor Blackwall haveing fre- 
quently petitioned Us for his liberty and now offereing Daniell Gifford 
and Edward Bawgu^ for' his Security. It is agreed that the said 
Security be accepted, and a bond of 2060 Pago^ taken for his good behaviour 
and appearance, and y* the execution of y® Judgement of y® Court of 
Admiralty for his being sent home be suspended.” 

“ Cons., Monday, ist Apprill, 1695. Doctor BlackwaU-haveing petitioned ' 
to bee admitted an Attorney in 3^® Major's Court, considering his incapacity 
to maintaine his family. It is resolved that he be permitted to practice 
as an Attorney in said Court so long as he shall behave himseUe well. 
Whereof y® Mayor is desired to take particular notice. 

" [I have in 3^ foul consultation excepted against M' Blaclcwall’s being 
admitted an Attorney in any Court in tliis place. .W.F.] * 

" Cons., 2.Tst Nov., 1695. Lew* Seaton acquainting us he heard of a 
Quarrell bertveen D* Brown and Doct* Blackwall, vpon w®^ D' Browne 
was gone to a garden w*** a sword, he is ordered to take a guard and bring 
them both to us, and he returning presently with them reports that he 
found D’' Blackwall at his House, and Doct^ Browne returning from tlie 
Garden, vpon exaining them they agreed y* there were words of quarrell 
between them at D® Blackwall’s House, but that Docf^ Blackwall did not 
goe from his House. D' Browne appearing to have drunke so much, and 
not capable of an examination. It is ordered that he be coSiited to y® 
Custody of y® Guard in y® Fort, and that tomorrow morning the Mayor 
doe examine the parties and witnesses, and that if it shall appear tliat one 
or both did give or i*ecieve a challenge, that y® Person -so offending be 
cofhitted to y® Custody of 3^ Marshall till next Consultation da3r.” • .< 

Thomas Faucet’s name is shown as Surgeon at Fort St. George, 
on 29th May, 1693, along with Bulkley and Browne, so there seem 
to have been, for a short time, three Surgeons there. On 12th 
March, 1693/94, he was sent to Fort St. David, in place of Black- 
wall, under trial for treason. On nth May, 1696, Joseph Royall, 
or Royer, was appointed his assistant. On 8th June, 1699, he 
was granted six months’ leave to sea for his health ; and in the 
list of Company’s servants of Dec., 1699, his name is omitted. 
In another list, dated Nov., 1701, he is shown as " accomptant ” 
and second in Council at Vizagapatam, on ^40 a month, and the 
date of his arrival in India is given as 23rd Nov., 1692; Tn the 
list of Dec., 1703, he is shown as Factor at Fort St. George on £ 5 > 
rather a come down from 1701, and is stated to be married to an 
Englishwoman. He appears to have resigned some time during 
the next four years, for the Cows, of 8th Aug., 1707, record his 

* W.F. is William Fraser, one of the Members of iSduncil. foitl, i,e. rough~^ 

cop3\ Major, of course, should be Mayor. 
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appointment as Factor, and those of 6th Nov. state that he has 
been readmitted from ist Sept, and appointed Junior Merchant 
on £30. On i6th Nov., 1710, he was ordered from Metchlepatam. 
to Vizagapatam to take his place in Council there. In Dec., 1711, 
_h^is.sho\vn as third in council at Vizagapatam, one place lower 
than he had been ten years before. In a salary list dated 25th 
March, 1718, he is shoum as Senior Merchant on £40. Finally 
the list of Dec., -1723, notes his death on nth July, 1723, as 
Resident at Ingeram. In 1700 he mamed Johanna, widow of 
William Martin. 

A despatch to England, dated 12th Feb., 1714/15, quoted in 
Love’s Vestiges of Old Madras, Vol. II, p. 156, makes some 
curious comments on Faucet, saying that he — 

" lias never been thought capable of any considerable trust by reason of 
a Moon Frenzy that seldom fails him full or new; besides he is in- 
tollerably addicted to drinldng, old, perverse, and ignorant in business, a 
Phisician if anything, but not enutf of that to keep liim from starveing 
even in this Countrj' where Doctors are so scarce." 

-The follouang list gives the names of the Surgeons serving 
at Fort St. George, from 1649 to 1710, as far as they can be 
ascertained. It is, of course, imperfect, especially as regards 
-dates. In some cases, only one reference to the name has been 
found, that of appointment, or that of leaving office by resignation 
or by death ; or even a mere mention of the name as serving at 
a certain date, the dates neither of appointment nor of quitting 
office being recorded. Names of men appointed as Surgeons 
Mates, who did not attain to the rank of full Surgeon, are not 
included. The list is carried on further, for another half century, 
in Chap. 'K.,.The First Half of the Eighteenth Century. 


LIST OF SURGEONS, FORT ST. GEORGE, 1649-1710 


, Kame. 

Date of Appointment. 

Remarks. 

Wilting, Edward 

1649 

Previously at Jambi (1645), and 
Bantam. Resigned and went home, 
Jan., 1656/57. Again at Madras, 
and transferred to Bay Factories, 
Feb., 1662/63 

Coope^Robert 

1O57 

Previously a Factor in Pegu. Pos-' 
sibly the same Robert Cooper who 
died 2ist July, 1690 

Bradford, PWlip 

1 166s 

Died at Madras in 1668 

Jardin, Dr. 

1 1668 

* 

- H.I.M.S. — ^VOL. I. 
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LIST OF SURGEONS, FORT ST. GEORGE, i 6 /[g-xyio— {continued) 


Name. 

Date of Appointment, j 

Waldo, John . 
Sherman, Bezaliel . 
Mallory, Henry 

14th June, 1670 
7th Aug., 1676 
9th Sept., 1680 

Heathfield, John 

28th March, 1681 

Wilmot, Samuel 

May, 1685 

. Plummer, John 

May, 1685 

Perce, Francis . 

Burley, James 

Browne, Samuel 

9th Feb., 1684/85 
5th Sept., 1687 
7th May, 1688 

Hart, Samuel . 

March, 1689 

Bulkley, Edward 

29th Dec. 1692 

Faucet, Thomas 

23rd Nov., 1692 

Robson, Thomas 
Chadsley, Richard . 

30th Jan., 1708/09 
nth July, 1710 


Remarks. 


Went home, 27th Jan., 1677/78 
Died at Madras, 25th Aug., 1680 , 

Mate, 1675. Transferred to Masuli- 
patam, 25th March, 1681. Died 
there, 5th Aug., 1682 
Surgeon, Masulipatam, 1673-80. Died 
at Madras, 2nd April, 1688 
Mate, 1st Jan., 1862/83. Died at 
Mddras, 7th Sept., 1687 
Mate, 28th July, 1684. Went home, 
6th May, 1688 


Discharged 30th Nov.-, 1697. Died at 
Madras, 22nd Sept., 1698 
Surgeon, Bengal, 168^88 
Discharged, 29^1 Dec., 1692 
Surgeon, Pettipolli, 1682 ; went home. 
Resigned Surgeoncy, apppointed 
Council, 28th Jan., 1708/09. Died 
at Madras, loth Aug., 1714 
TransferredFortSt. David, lathMarch, 
1693/94. Council at Masulipatam, 
Nov., 1701. Died as Resident at 
Ingeram, nth July, 1723 
Died at Madras, 6th May, 1720 
Died at Madras, 30th May, 1711 




CHAPTER VIII 


EARLY HISTORY; BENGAL AND THE BAY 

'* Tims llio midday bait of Charnock — more’s the pity 1 
Grew a citj'.” 

Kipling, Departmental Ditlies. A Tale of two Cities. 

The Company's first factory in that part of India, which until 
1912 was under the Government of Bengal, was at Patna. It 
was started bj^ Robert Hughes, on 3rd July, 1620, and closed on 
r3th Sept., 1621. Hughes was one of the Factors sent from Surat 
to Agra, whence he went on to Patna ; and the establishment 
of this early factor}' had no connection wth the Bay, or uith 
the gradual settlement of the English in Bengal proper.* 

Foster f gives the foUom'ng account of the first English visit 
to and settlement in Orissa. In the spring of 1633 two English 
merchants, Cartwright and Colley, and six English sailors, among 
whom was William Bruton, quartermaster of the Hopewell, who 
published an account of the joumey,J left Masulipatam in a 
countT}' ship for the northwards. On Easter day, 21st April, they 
reached " Harssapoore,” or Harispur, in the Mahanadi delta. 
CartvTight and the other Englishmen started on 27th April for 
Cuttack, to visit Agha Sluhammad Zaman, who had lately suc- 
ceeded Baqir IChan as Suhadar or Viceroy of Orissa. From him 
they obtained, on 5th J\lay, a parwana to trade free of custom, and 
to build houses and ships. They returned to Hariharpur, half- 
way- between Cuttack and Harispmr, and summoning the other 
Englishmen from Harispur, proceeded to build a factory at 
Hariharpur. On i6th Jime, Carrivright and two others started for 
Balasore, leaving in charge at Hariharpur Colley, who died there 
on 25tji- Aug. The factors at Masulipatam, where John Norris was 

* Fosi 
t Ibid 
j See 


:er, English Factories in India, 1618-21, pp. xxiii, 

. 1630-33, pp. XXX, xxxii. 

note to Chap. V, The Legend of Gabriel Bought^. ^ 
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Agent, decided to send the Swan to Orissa. It reached Harispur 
on 22rid July, and, Hnding no English there, went - on to Balasore 
to Cartwright. Robert Littler, a factor who had come in the 
Swan, and John Powell, ' the purser, were sent to Hariharpur, 
which they reached on 19th Sept. In October Littler, _-and-jiL 
November Bruton, visited Jagannath. Here Bruton's narrative 
ends. They met with little success in selling their, goods. The 
Dutch records state that the Swan went, not to Balasore, but to 
Pipli, and returned to Armagon in Dec., 1633. 

Colonel' Yule gives the following dates for the establishment 
of the Company’s' factories in Bengal.* 

Balasore, Jan., 1651 (occasionally occupied from 1642).. 

Hugh, Jan., 1651. ■ , 

Kasimbazar, 1659 (occasionally occupied from 1653). 

Patna, 1659 (attempt via Agra in 1620). 

Dakka, 1668. 

Malda, 1676. 

Foster’s account, however, shows that the first Enghsh factory 
in Orissa was founded at Hariharpur, in May, 1633, and that 
Balasore was also occupied for the first time a few weeks later, 
though this occupation was not permanent. Balasore is in 
Orissa, and Patna in Bihar. The first factory in Beiighi propers 
was that at Hugh, founded by James Bridgman in Jan., 1651,' 
exactly in the middle of the seventeenth century. 

The settlements in the Bay were for many years subordinate 
to those of Madras, or the Coast. In 1657 "the Madras Council 
determined to wthdraw altogether from Bengal, but fortunately 
this resolution was not carried out. Stre3msham Master, who 
was appointed' President of Madras in 1675, decided that Hugh 
should be the chief settlement in the Bay, to which Balasore and 
the rest should be subordinate. In 1682 the Company made the 
Bengal settlements independent of Madras, and sent out as 
the first independent President WiUiam Hedges, a member of the 
Court of Directors at home. He sailed on 28th Jan., 1681/82, and 
reached Hugh on 24th July, 1682. He held office for only two 
years, being superseded on 30th Aug., 1684, by Wilham G3^ord, 
the President of Madras, John Beard being appointed Agent in 
Bengal, which again became subordinate to Madras. It , was 
not until the appointment of Sir Charles E5o:e as President ^d- 
* Yule, Hedges’ Diary, Vol. Ill, Notes, pp. 194, 195. 
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Governor of Eorl William in Bengal, lhal the sclllcmciils in the 
Bay finally became independent, of Madras. Eyre joined on 
26th May, 1700. When Warren Hastings, Governor of Bengal 
since 1772, was appointed Govcnior General of India in 1774, 
Madras and Bombay were made subordinate to Bengal. 

On Beard’s death, in 16S6, Job Charnock became Chief in 
Bengal. For the next four years Chaniock was almost con- 
stantly at war with the Jlogul Govcniment of the province. On 
20th Dec., 16S6, Charnock withdrew the English factory from 
Hugli, and settled Icmporarihf at Sutanuti, now Calcutta. Earlj^ 
in 1687 he retired to Bal.asore, and seized Hijli, where he stood a 
siege of over a year. On loth June, 16S7, he transferred himself 
and the remains of his garrison to Hlubaria. In Sept., 1687, the - 
Kawab of Bengal, Shaista Khan, offered to let the English return 
to Hueli, and thev went for a second time to Sutanuti. There 
they remained for over twelve months. On 8th Nov., 1688, they 
withdrew ag.ain to Balasorc, and finally, on 17111 Feb., i68S/89,to 
Madras, the English in the upcountry factories being left to their 
fate. In 1689 Ibrahim Khan, an old Patna friend of Chaniock’s, 
was appointed Vicero}' of Bengal, released the English prisoners, 
and, under orders from Aurangzcb, invited the English to return. 
'This ihej' did, reaching Sutanuti for the third time on Sunday, 
2.}th Aug., 1690, at noon. This date may be considered that 
oi the foundation of Calcutta. 

Two factors were sent to Hugli, but soon after were again 
withdrawn! to Calcutta. After the foundation of Calcutta, Hugli 
wa.s occupied bj' a colony of interlopers, the best known of w'hom 
was Thonnis Pitt, subsequentl)^ Governor of Madras from 1697 
to 1709, importer of the Pitt diamond, and grandfather of 
William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. In 1C9S the New' or English 
Companj?, distinct from the Old or London Company, w'as 
formed, and in 1699 started a factory at Hugli. In 1702 the 
tw’o Companies amalgamated, and in 1704 the New' Company's 
factor}' at Hugli was abandoned, its officers being transferred to 
Calcutta. 

The first English Siu'geon in the Bay w'hose name has come 
•down to us is Saniuell Archer, Chyrurgion in Pegu in 1652.* The 
first mentioned in Bengal proper is Edw'ard ^Vhiting, w'ho, as 
'fnentioned in the preceding chapter, w'as transferred from Madras 
* Yule, Hedges’ Diary, Vol. III. Notes, n. loO. 
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to the Bay factories in Feb., 1662/63. When he died or resigned 
seems not to be recorded. 

The next is Ralph Harwar, who went out to India as Surgeon 
of the Dilligeiice in 1668/69. Leaving the ship, . he traded on his 
own account up to 1672, when he was appointed by Clavell 
Surgeon of the factory at Hugh. In Dec., 1676, he exchanged 
posts with Robert Douglas, Surgeon of the Eagle, going home in 
that ship, while Douglas took his place at Hugh. He was 
reappointed Surgeon at Hugh, on the dismissal of Douglas, in 
1682. His appointment was unpopular, “ hee being httleskiU’d, 
and of so iU a disposition, everyone is prejudiced against him ” 
{Factory Records, Miscell, Vol. Ill', A). He was still serving 
as Surgeon of Hugh factory during Chamock’s war with the 
Nawab of Bengal, and died at Hijh during the siege in 1687. 

Ralph Harwar’s first appointment to Hugli is reported in a 
letter from Valentine Nurse, at Hugh, dated nth Dec., 1672, to 
the Council at Balasore. 

“ ralph Harwarr the Chyrurgeon of your Dilligence strucke himselfe 
out of your service last yeare & went a tradeing voyadg up the Coast in a 
small barke but perceiving hee could not thrive y^ way put in his petition’ 
to Clavel Esq*® and was presently Entertained into your service againe.” * 

The Balasore Cons, of 1676 record the exchange Between^ 
Harwar and Douglas. 

" Ralph Harwar, Chirurgeon of this Factory desireing to return for 
England, by these shipps, and Robert Dowglas the Chirurgeon of the 
Eagle being willing to accept of this Employing and Bonell his Commander 
consenting that they may change births, the Councell did also approve 
thereof. 

" And Dowglas his wages aboard ship being £2 5® P* the 

Councell doe enter into the Comp®® Service at £^ p. mens, to be paid in the 
Countrey and to Commence from Ihis Day.' 

" And ’the said M® Dowglas having been with Master in ■the upper 
Factories, and taken upon him the care of Major Puckle "W® Callaway 
and administered his own medicines to them M? Harwar being sometimes 
since out of pay. The Councell thought fi’tt to gra’tify him and doe order 
that 80 Rupees bee given him in Consideration thereof.” 

Douglas went in largely for private trade. Hedges speaks of 
him as a habitual trafficker wth interlopers.. The Court on 
25th Jan., 1681/82, ordered his dismissal as follows. f 

* O.C. No. 3710 : Vol. XXXIII. of O.C., Letters from India, 28th March, 1672 
to 21st March, 1673. Major Puckle and William Calloway, mentioned below,'- 
werc two different men ; the word a 7 id must have been accidentally omitted. 

t Yule, Hedges’ Diary, Vol. II, pp. 125, 126. 
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i'j',..? hn\i',!;; J<'c<-ivc :5 adviit-. o{ t!»r tinfaiDiftilncs'; of 

*'••.‘.1].!.“,- Vi;*,4 I.tttJffon, atii* Kobctt I'onj’.l.V', in iliw 

t'.:.' ( r.t *,’)■- t t<» th<in, it owlrml (hat the nyc-nt 
(»a\ Sts ai)>i i<'<; th»' I’-ay tine tijn'it thrir ajiival in India .‘-eenre 

the;;- ..v.d thrm nn I'n.ittl th" t hip Urfrm'e, and f end them for 

# 1 »«t t)t« , 

Tj'ji' n'.fu: Uu ji* a!;i«» ri’Oirdftl in the llugli 

fj .'.('lb July. KiS;;. 

’■ M* 1*> 'Aj i.v y" <'liy;*,5i:'5«'n «•( y' :{..ttnjy w.v. ;rnt for up hefoic y'" 
f’.'i .-.•^<1 y‘ 4 w,t<{ tsi tlrmi" him Ue.xd and he order'd to 

t>.,f hi- 1 n ti!" .-.nd dr;i\r; xjp i\‘ phy.'if): of y' t‘ojnp“'- remaining;." 

AD tV>U( '.vtft bnt not ancsttil. Liltlclon, by 

t]'...! lim.f Si: I'ahv,.!t 5 . ictnnf d tt» India in 1608, as IVcsidc-nt of 
t;v N< u Ci fnnanv': ^ in Ih nu.d. remained at 

till ila >:;d *.l 3AS.5, wh'n h** joimd Hodjfos in ohavtcring 
;'j.- AV,'. : t!a tinU, an<i with llxdges left iti that 

'hip .ib ("uti- 3<<s,p From tijr iVivian Gulf tlmy wont 
V.cftif Ih.ut.'hif apj-n-an- again as sujHToargo 

i f the /ifiti ;/.'•'<>/./ ti.ilh y. ' '. vA out to ('hina by the Xt-w Cojnpany. 
Hs'- v.;i< V,.,' ,, -Mt; <1 ?h' wd*' of Tht'Jua'- Pitt. Ik* was alive, 
..i.d h'vh'.a in Ki:;*h.ud, in s;(U. 

hii': isvfnf'iut <1 .ituh Nov.. 168,}, apjxiints Ht-nr}' 
,• u';- Mat'- for Ihngal, to fx-rvf at Ilugli or 

iC.i’iuib.a-.u." I'j' Ja li fif.-.l W.xt^on foins t»i have* beoji sent as 
n « : ih' Hoj r.i r .7 to Siasn.and t<t have been taU<‘n prisoner 
by yk ..V ■ . ‘P.;* /'< r/ (',(.<]>•/ Cons, of 7th Jan., j G88/S0, record — 

W.,’.*.- saj,'* -sr.d •r‘.c;.4!l othrj; SnMie:;. and fcV.inuMi, 
1 >: ;M’ ’.j.r Jc’ H 'fi' ' 0 ’::’.]e = ..vaU' . : '-me Jtrlunf’ji)}: lu; !«>ap JanU'.^ havin}; 
b“r;j 5 :.<-!• Sy,;;:!. ;a;>l ofhr;-; }ii,;n belontani; to sloop 

ikj.'Vn:! t-'a-.i* ;< ‘r-jv*- il.t'-- Tyj-it-. ato*: bi-inj; reliM'^'t, were by 

V.' j“ Jh.d »-;!;■ ;a M.tll.'.tta. A brxniijhl hither tiimn the Pe.'irle 

i;;y.'c\. h.-.\ br-r-n j-jr.i: ; •.ujefro- by their th t.iynment, yet tis not thouifht 
V.;.. ... t\i, nnt <.f their waec: frojn time of their 

b.ine i.da :i, hi;; y' th' V be paid from their entertainment it siTvice 

up m the to thi- ami that they be contima-d upon her." 

A Gtijejal L* iti-r frojn Fort St. Ck-orge d.aled i.jth Scpl. and Qlh 
Ooi.. J70O. states in para. 73 that Henry Watson went home last . 
year.t This may or may not be the Surgeon. The name is a 
cuinnion rule. 

« Su Clnji. XYIII, Pay. 

* W.tfts Jmm CljsI mul Ihiy. Yul. I. 170^-1^, p. S7. 
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During Chamock's war of 1686-1689 Samuel Hart was Surgeon 
in Bengal. At the end of the first volume of the Factory Records, 
Calcutta, i6th July, 1690, to 30th Nov., 1691, are lists of Company’s 
servants. The first list, of ofiicers in the Bay, contains the name 
of no surgeon. A second list- gives the names of Company’s 
servants in the Bay who went to Madras (with Charnock in 
Feb., 1688/89), and did not return to Bengal. In this list occurs 
the name of Samuel Hart, Chirurgeon, arrived in India 17th Aug., 
1686, remained at Fort St. George. Hart was discharged from 
Madras on the appointment of Bulkley in Dec., 1692.* 

A Surgeon Bird seems to have served in Bengal in 1688. The 
Madras Press Lists note the adjustment of accounts between the 
Company and Dr. Bird, at Chuttanutti.f 

A letter from Edward Hussey and Edward Tench at Balasore, 
dated 14th Sept., 1690, to Job Charnock at Calcutta, states that 
Mr. MevereU and Mr. Tench had been very ill, and had been 
attended by the Dutch doctor. 

The first Surgeon of Calcutta was a Dutchman. Unfortu- 
nately his name has not been preserved. The Calcutta Cons, of 
24th Sept., 1691, note — 

" Discharg’d the Dutch Chyxurgeon from the hon^^® Comp® Service, 
on his OAvn request, he declaring himself sickly and uncapable tpjvsrve.'- 

The Cons, of igth Nov., 1691, record a pajvscut, presumably 
to this Dutch surgeon. (- 

I 

Order’d that y® Doctor receive* Rs.^roo in part of his Account brought 
in, till it be adjusted.” ^ ' 

i 

The Calcutta ^actojy 'Records for 1692, 1693, and 1694 are no 
longer extant.. In the beginning of 1695 Dr. John Plomer was 
Surgeon-at'Calcutta. Probably this was the John Plummer who 
-"-Served at Madras from 1684 to 1688. J The first record of his 
ser-yice in Calcutta is his report on the sudden death of a slave 
girl, entered in the Cons, of 7th March, 1694/95.-. He does not 
appear to have made a post-mortem examination, but only to 
have inspected the corpse. 

“ I the Subscriber being sent for by M' John Beard &c® Councill to -view 
the Corps of a Slave wench belonging to M*' Kichard Hartopp, whom his 

* See Chap. YII, Early History ; Madras and the Coast. ' ■ 

t M.P.L., No. 1757 of 13th Sept., 1688 ; Letters from Fort St. George, Vol. IV 
PP- 69-75- 

t See Chap. VII, Early History, Madras and the Coast. 
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Wife tlie day before had order’d to be punished Accordingly I went to 
see if she dyed by imoderate correction ; upon search of her Head, Back, 
and other parts, I did not find that her death was thereby occasion’d ; 
But my opinion (upon enquiry) she frequently vomitting and drinking 
very often water was a great Simptome of her taldng something to destroy 
herself ; tliis is the true sence of my Judgment whereunto I sett my hand 
-this day of March, ifigVii* — John Plomer.” 

The Co 7 is. of 30th Maj^ 1695, note that Plomer presented a bill 
for Rs.868 for attendance on the late Captain Absolon, and was 
paid Rs.450. On 7th Sept., 1695, Plomer was discharged at his 
owm request ; and the Cons, of 23rd Nov., 1695, record the 
appointment of Francis Simson in his place. 

" M*’ John Plomer, Chirurgeon, having laid down y“ Hon**^® Comp®® 
Service, and M*". Francis Simson Chirurgeon of ship Martha been very 
serviceable to y® Comp®® Servants on all occasions from the time of s^ 
Plomer’s leaving us, w®*' was the 7^*' Sept last and being a very Consumptive 
man, & Uncapable of pforming his voyage in said ship, a hott Clsmiate 
agreeing with his constitution ; and desirous of Entertaining himself in 
the Hon^c Comp®® service. And Cap* Raynes on our request willing to 
leave him in Bengali considering his distemper. Its therefore thought fitt, 
and of absolute necessity to Entertain him, commencing 3^ time afores*^.” 

became of Simson is not recorded. The Factory Records 
from 1st Dec., 1695, to 30th Nov., 1696, are missing. From the 
^v,^ate of his health, noted above, presmnably he died before long. 
Plomer seems to have remained in Calcutta after his discharge, 
and to have rejoined his post as Surgeon before the end of 1696, 
from the foUowng note in Cons, of 30th Jan., 1696/97. 

" M® Cholmley, Chirurgion of y® flSeete frigatt having tended on y® R* 
Hon'’^® Comp®® Serv*® in their late indisposition during Doc® Plomer’s sick- 
ness, Its agreed that a gratuity of three Copangs be sent him for his servis. ’ ’ * 

The sixth volume of the Calcutta Factory Records contains a 
letter from Calcutta to Fort St. George, dated 4th March, 1696/97, 
which reports Plomer's illness. 

"From Charles Eyre, John Beard, Nathaniel Halsey and Edward 
Cornell, at Chutanuti. 

" To the Hon**^® Nat Higginson, Liev* Gen** of India for Affairs of the 
R* Hon*>*® English East India Comp®, &c® Coundll . . . 

" Doctor Plomer having labour’d under great indisposition for some 
months past even at Deaths Door is desirous of going for England but is 
willing to stay till wee are provided w*** another w®** wee begg yo® Hon® &c® 
wfi^e- pleased to consider of.’’ 

* Copang or’Kobang, a Japanese gold coin, worth about twenty rupees or 
ten dollars [Hobson- Jobson). 
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The Cons, of 20th July, 1697, record Plomer’s discharge, this 
•time finally. 

William Warren, who succeeded Plomer as Smrgeon of Calcutta, 
spent some thirty-two years in India ; the first fourteen on the 
coast, eight as Surgeon of Calcutta, and the last , ten as a free 
merchant at Madras. A letter from Court to Fort St. George, 
dated 26th Sept., 1684, gives orders to disburse salary to Surgeon 
Warren.* When Samuel Brown declined the post of Surgeon at 
Calcutta in 1698, Warren was appointed, and transferred from 
Madras to Bengal. The Fort St. George Cons, of 30th June, 1698, 
order — 

“ M' Hunt and M' Warren being discharged by the Court of Admiralty 
from being concerned in the action entred by the Attorney Generali against 
M* Kealing, &c®. It is ordered that Warren proceed for Bengali to bee 
Surgeon of that place, they haveing wrote for one.” 

In Calcutta he is first mentioned in the Cons, of 5th Sept., 
1698, which note the payment of a bill for Rs. 28 to our Surgeon 
William Warren. 

The Cons, of 7th Nov., 1698, note the payment of a bill’ of 
Rs.150 to Mr. Richardson, Surgeon of the Tavistock, for attendance 
on the Company’s servants while the post pf .Surgeon was vacant, 
from the latter end of Feb. to the beginning of. Aug., when Dr. 
Warren arrived from Fort St. George. 

The Cows, of 20th Jan., 1698/99, record Warren’s appearance 
as a ^vitness in an interesting medico-legal case. Simon Musgrave 
was walking with Captain Stepney, when Captain Wesley came 
up, abused Stepney, and challenged him to fight. Wesley had 
a sword and a cane. Stepney had only a cane, so Wesley gave his 
sword to a servant, and assaulted Stepney mth his cane. Stepney 
. got the best of the struggle ; Wesley then seized his sword, and 
wounded Stepney in the wrist. Musgrave deposed to the above 
facts. Warren deposed that he was called in to attend Stepney, 
and foimd a dangerous wound in his wrist, and said that it was 
doubtful whether Stepney would recover the 'use of his arm. 
He also stated that Wesley kicked Stepney in the face, while he 
was dressing his arm. The results, surgical and legal, are not 
mentioned ; no further reference is made to the case. 

* "Sw. 

* M.P.L., No. 2618 of 26th Sept., 1684, Pub. Desp. from Court, Vol. VII, 
p. 29. 
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at home is sho^vn by the following extract from a letter from 
Court dated i6th Dec., 1699.* 

"If Warren be an industrious honest, able man, we leave it to you 
to make his salary up to per annum. We have not heard from’his 
wife as yet, but whenever she desires it we will give her leave to'come,^ 
over to him on our shipping." 

The Cons, of 4th March, 1705/06, contain a complaint by ' 
Arthur King, Factor, dated i8th Feb., against Mrs. Warren. 


" Since the women insist upon place att Church, I think my wife may 
put in her claim among the rest, I do therefore desire on her behalf that you 
will be pleased to order her a seat Agreable with my station in the .Comp®® 
service, and consequently that the Surgeon’s Wife (who has twice either 
Ignorantly or Impudently Assumed her place) may be no more permitted 
to sit above her Husband’s Quality.” ‘ 

This letter, when first submitted in Feb., was withdrawn, by 
the President’s advice, but put in again with another letter, 
dated 4th March, in which King complains that “ the Surgeon's 
Wife continues to squat herself down in the same seat," and claims 
to appeal to their masters in England on the subject. It does 
not appear that any action was taken on this letter. King was 
admitted to the Council, as Secretary, later on in the sai^ 
on 23rd Sept., so obviously ranked higher than the Surgeon.^'*' 

The Cons, of nth Nov., 1706, record Warren’s resignation. 

* 

" Waxren, Surgeon to the Factory, desiring his discharge from the 
Comp®® Service, being sick and weak, and designing for Madrass and 
England, having serv'^ the Company 25 years w*^ a good character, ord^ 
that he be permitted so to do, having his Acco*-^® cleared, & his salary paid 
to this day, & his discharge given him.7 

After his resignation of his post as Surgeon, Warren appears 
to have settled at Madras. A Fort St. George Letter to Court, 
dated 27th Dec., 1710, states in para. 77.! 

" William Warren has pay’d the amount of the bill drawn on him 
for permission of passage of his two nieces on your ship Europe.” 


The Fort St. George Cons, of 19th March, 1710/11, note his 
swearing, as uitness, to the \vill of John Nicks. At the end of 
1711 his name appears in a list of seafaring men settled at Madras, 


* Yule, Hedges’ Diary, Vol. II, pp. 319, 320. The first extract is also given- 
in Wilson’s Early Annals, Vol. I, p. 201. 

t Abstracts, Letters received from Madras, Vol. I, 1709-42. 
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but not cnnManl inhabitants. On ^th Dex., 1716, the Cons. 
note the aceounts of William Wanen, deceased, on his last 
voyage to Tohq»nn. 

The New Company had occupied Hugh in 1699. The first 
batch of their servants went out in the Antelope, and suffered 
a heavy mortality, no fewer than seventeen of them d5dng between 
Sept, and Dee.. 1690. among them Fulk Lacey, Surgeon, apparently 
of the shi]i, on 5th Sept. ; Henry Bigland, Surgeon’s Assistant, 
on 30th August ; and Thomas Pendleton, " our dc.signed 
CluTurgeon in the Bay,” in Dec., 1699. 

Michael Gray was sern'ng at MasuHpatam in 1702. A Letter 
from Court, dated 31 si July, X702, ordcr.s his transfer to Fort 
St. D.ivid. The Feui WWiiJw Cons.oi 20th Aug., 1705, note his 
appointment as Second Surgeon of Calcutta. 

’* TJjc ri.-vce .-e.ul on bcine, very sickly rcnclcre it impossible for one 
Doctor to nltond nl! y :i.-l;, nn<l y’ none may perish for w.ant of due 
Attemiance jn :'irknr' ■ , tti<-:v l>oing no Mater, or .'\sr.isinnl.s lo Doctor 
W.uTcn and he very Mi le, ti - nn,i«imou: ly ajjrccd y‘ M' Gniy who w.ns 
Chinir,"eon to M<'t<'hli'pat;un l*art<3ry tor New Company be taken into 
y Service .att the ;..unc Sall.iry y’ Doctor W.nn'cn ha;*, but Doctor Warren 
to havi* the Ihecedeney haviuj: '.erved y^ bouRcst time in India." 

His resignation is noted, eighteen months later, in the Cotis. 
ot .ph Nov., 1706. 

*■ M* Mich.iel Gr.iy, Doctor in the United Scr\’ice, being indispo.scd, is 
verj’ deriroie. to lay tlown raid Per\'icc. Agreed that he be permitted so 
lo do. his .•\cco”* being clear ; Ord'^ that the Cashiers do p.ay him his 
salary to this day, A his ili' clmige be given him Accordingly." 

Gray, like Warren, in spite of his bad health, remained in 
India f(tr a long time, at least twenty year.s. On islh June, 1710, 
he produced before the Council the will of the late Robert Owen. 
From 1715 to 1721 there are several notes in Cons, of the renewal 
of bonds to Gray, for mono}? of bis in the Compan3’’s hands, 
f.c. what would nowadays be invcslmcnts in Government paper. 
On i8th June, J719, the amount of these bonds was over Rs.12,000. 
He is last mentioned in the Cons, of 17th Oct., 1726, when all 
European inhabitants of Calcutta, not servants of the Company, 
were required to produce their indentures, or licences showing 
permission from the Compaii)? to reside in India. The name 
■''Hichael Gray is included in a list of those who had obtained 
indentures from the Company in England. 
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A month after the resignation of Warren and Gray, the Cons. 
of 13th Dec., 1706, record the appointment as Surgeon of Philip 
Richardson, mentioned above as Surgeon of the Tavistock in 
' 1698. 

“ The Garrison being at present void of a Chiriargeon ; the two fomifer ' 
Chirurgeons having through Sickness, laid down the Company's service, 
and M' Phillip Richardson, late Chirurgeon of the Loyall -Hester, offering' 
his Service (haveing given a petition to the Councill for the place), resolv’d, 
that we eccept of him, to serve the Company ; In this Garrison, he entering 
. into obligation to Serve the Company for three Years.” 

’ On i8th Sept., 1710, Richardson was granted leave to go to 
Balasore for his health. The Cons^ of iith Jan., 1710/11, record 
liis resignation on account of ill-health. 

" Docf^ Phillip Richardson having been long indispos'd in his health, 

& apprehending himself to be in a deep Consumption, desires he may be 
discharg’d in hopes the change of Air may recover him. Agreed he have 
liberty to quit y® Comp“ Service.” 

A Fort William General Letter dated i8th Feb., 1708/09, 
reports in para. 31. 

“ The Doct^ is ordered to take care of all people when sick, & often 
called upon to do it but he and mate are often sick, they want a Phyaiasa ^ 
rather than a Surgeon.” 

William James, Surgeon of the Bouverie, succeeded Richardson 
in Jan., 1710/11. On 27th Dec., 1711, William Hamilton was 
appointed Second Sturgeon. After that date, Calcutta had always 
two Surgeons, as well as one or more Surgeons’ Mates. 

James was granted sick leave to Balasore on 15th Aug;, 1712, 
and resigned on 4th Dec. of the same year.. On 19th 
Feb., 1712/13, Richard Harvey, Surgeon of the Recovery, was 
appointed in his place, as recorded in Cons, of these dates. 

4//; Dec., 1712. " M' W“ James one of the Compa’s Surgeons here not 
having his health & desireing his discharge designing to go for England 
on one of the ships bound thither this year. Agreed That he have his 
discharge accordingly.” 

xgth Feb., 1712/13. " Doctor Harvey having attended the Govemour 
during his Illness and one Doctor not being sufficient for this place in the 
sickly season and he being a good Ph3^ician and offering his service to us. 

" Order’d That he be entertained in the room of D^ James whCMS^ 
gon to England and his time to commence the January last from which 
time he has given his attendance.” 


Til 
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Bv' n v/ith two surgeons on the slafi, it was sometimes found 
llmt n'ilher was available. The Cons, of 3^^ March, 1712/13, 
noie that both the stirgcons, Hamilton and Harvej*, had been 
lahen u]) country by the President, Jolm Russell, who had gone 
to Xadiya. 

" !»?>■ F-'linur.fl Ma'ion, one of the Companj-’s Serv-ants having 

h' fin • id: for t ome time when both Doctors were up the Countiy with 
Die rHovcniour which obliged him to mabe use of a French Doctor whose 
bill he now tkld in amounting to Rup' Mad* 3.^. Ordered That it be paid 
by M* \VilH.am'-.on, Bujccy." 

Ill the same year, 1713, Hamilton and Harvey performed a 
p(.h1*morttan, the first in Calcutta of which any record has been 
pre-^erv' d, as noted in Cous. of 6th Aug., 1713- 

“ Doctor Ibamilton and Doctor Harv'cy deliver’d us the following 
ccrtitncate relating to the de.ath of W*^ Hall according to the order of 
Ofnsnlt.'ition of 30”’ 

'■ ' We <!o d<'darc .according to the best of our Skill upon the opening 
of the Body of W'" Ifal! who had rcc^’ a wound by a Rapier in the lower 
pal t of hi*. IJelly on t he right side obliquely passing under the Gutts wound- 
ing the Coal';, the Xarves of the Kidncy.s, Emulgcnt Arteries & great 
Lacteal Veins from which wounds ho rcccd his death." 


Oius. of 7111 Aug. record the trial of Jean Suin, a Frenchman, 
Jor tju' murder of Hall. Thomas Stacey, Doctor’s Male, was one 
of the witnesses to the affray. Suin was acquitted. Hall haaung 
bi-fu the ag{;re?sov. 

During the first twenty years, 1690-1711, after the founda- 
tion of Calrnlta. only two Surgeon’s Mates are mentioned by 
name. The Cous. of 6th July, 1704, record — 


" Jnli.an Peterson, a Dutch Mustcese, who lately had been our Cliirur- 
r.t'orr*: M.ite but laid ilown that Imploym* designing for Batavia, Lately 
ili'.i-.ving in tlii*: town, his efiecls w*’** are but sm.all, being only a Chest 
V. )ii‘, <Ta<h'. find Xerc'-sarys, w.as dcm.and’d by persons sent by Cornelius 
Van No.nt. who y'‘ dccc.vcd had by will made his Executor, & 5*® will being 
bo.' i\ poned before ns order’d y' liis chest be dcliv^’ to Garrel de Xeve 
u'.id <;ao(l Drnys y' Persons deputed by Cornelius Van Xoort to receive 
>' ‘ aine. i ho will is dated 15th Feb. 170.5 Xew Stile.” 


The re;:s. of nth Jan., 1710/11, mention the rt>ignation of 
J‘ hu P.mny. l-'rom Calcutta Paniey went to Bombay, where 
he \v,,v apt'iinti’d Surgtt'U 27th June of the same year, 1711. 

• having been long indispo.s’d in 


■ «;t -.b.lideMs’dV'’ 

h - la .-..Pi t'y ( a.av; t' wt ;ar At'rw.'d he have le.ave 10 go,” 


o Iv v’.i- 1 h:u g’d of y' Comp'* S-e.-vice in hopesof recoverinp 
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Pamey’s subsequent service in Bombay has been related in 
Chap, VI. . . ' 

LIST OF SURGEONS, CALCUTTA, 1690-1728, 


Name. Date of Appointment. 


A Dutchman, name 1690 
not recorded 

Plomer, John . . Before 1695 


Simson, Francis . 23rd Nov., 1695 
Warren, William Aug., 1698 


Gray, Michael . . 20th Aug., 1705 


Richardson, Philip . 13th Dec., 1706 
James, William . Jan., 1710/11. 
Hamilton, William . 27th Dec., 1711 


Harvey, Richard . ist Jan. 1712/13 
^Coult, Oliver . . , 7th Sept., 1713 


Kemarte, 


Resigned, 24th Sept., 1691. 

Resigned, 7 th Sept,, 1695. Re- 
appointed . 1696. Resigned, 26th 
July, 1697'. 

Probably died in i6g6.- 

Madras, 1684-98. Resigned, iitli 
Nov., 1706. Died on voyage to 
Tonquin, 1716. 

Madras Presidency, 1701-05. Resiped, 
4th Nov., 1706. Lived in'Calcutta 
up to Oct., 1726. 

Resigned, iith Jan., 1710/11. 

Resigned, 4th Dec., 1712. 

Accompanied Surman's Embassy to^ 
Delhi, 1714-17. Died in Calcutta, 
4th Dec., 1717. 

Resigned, 2nd Feb., 1728/29. 

Resigned, 2nd Feb., 1728/29. 
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the E.I. Co. Yet his name does not appear in the 
of National Biography, though that work records the lives of at 
least sixty medical officers of the Indian services, few of whom 
have done their country service in any degree approaching to 
that accomphshed by him. ' ^ ~ * " 

William Hamilton was a cadet o:^he family of Hamilton of' 
Dalzell, and originally came out to India as Surgeon of the 
frigate Sherborne, The whole ship's company appear to have been 
perpetually in a state of chronic mutiny. Hamilton' was not on 
good terms with the Captain, Henry Cornwall, and, after standing 
by him in one mutiny, closed his naval career by deserting his 
ship at Fort St. David on 3rd May, 1711. Several references to 
Hamilton occur in the Madras records of this period. On 22nd 
Dec., 1710, Captain Cornwall laid before the Madras Council a 
complaint against his surgeon [fZons., 22nd Dec., 1710). On 
13th March, 1711, Cornwall again writes that if his Surgeon be 
removed, it will cause a disturbance among his men [Letters to 
Fort St. George). On 4th May, 1711, Cornwall writes from Fort 
St. David to the Governor and Council at Fort St. George, that 
Surgeon Alexander [sic) Hamilton had made his escape in a boat 
from Cuddalore under false pretences, the ships im the roads are 
to be searched for him, ail5^^ther Surgeon of tho/s'e~at Madras'^ 
would be preferred [Letters to Fort St. George). Hinally, on 7th 
May, the Council at Madras directed the surgeon of f the Sherborne 
to return to his vessel [Cons., 7th May, 1711). WSth this entry 
Hamilton’s name disappears from the Madras records of 'i7ii, 
to appear again under more favourable circumstan(^s in Surman's 
letters from Delhi. / 

The Surgeon of the Sherborne, however, was not to be found. 
He made his way somehow or other to Calcutt^L, and was there 
formally appointed Second Surgeon to the settlement, on 27th 
Dec., 1711. ' . • ' 


" We being in great want of another surgeon for to tend all the Honour- 
able Company’s servants and soldiers of this garrison, and William Hamil- 
ton being out of employ, agreed that he be entertained upon the same 
allowance and privileges as -William James, our present surgeon” [Cons. 
27th Dec. 1711). 


He appears to have been serving the Company in Bengal' 
for some time prior to his formal appointment, for, in a list 
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of Companj^’s servants in the Bay, in Nov., 1711, appear the 
following names : — 

William James, going up \v‘*‘ y° King’s present. 

William Hamilton, at Culcutta (sic). 

Incidentally it tlirows rather a curious light upon the relations 
existing betw'een the Companj^’s different settlements in India, 
two centuries ago, that an officer, \vho had deserted at Madras, 
could be, within a few months, deliberately placed upon the 
establishment at Calcutta.* 

In the list of salaries paid at Calcutta at Michaelmas, 1712, 
appear the names of the two Surgeons. 

William James, Surgeon, half a year at £36 — Rs.144. 

William Hamilton, Surgeon, half a year at £36 — ^Rs.144. 

The famous Embassy to Delhi started from Calcutta in April, 
1714, after ha\ing been under consideration for at least three 
years. In the Cons, of 5th Jan., 1713/14, Mr. John Surman was 
appointed chief of the Embassy ; Mr. John Pratt, second ; Mr. 
EdwTird Stephenson, third ; with Hamilton as medical officer. 

*' It being necessary one of our surgeons go up with the gentlemen who 
•go with the present, agreed therefore that Dr. Hamilton be sent.” 

Again — 

” Ordered that Rs.350 be allowed M' Edward Stephenson and Rs.300 
to W illiam Hamilton to provide themselves with clothes, etc., necessary for 
their proceeding to the Mogull’s court with the present, and that the 
Buxey pay the same.” (Cons. 26th Feb., 1713/14.) 

Subsequently Pratt w'as excused, and Coja Serhaud (Khwaja 
Sarhad), an Armenian merchant, was appointed second in the 
Embassy and general adviser. The opportunity of going to 
Delhi does not seem to have been much sought after, for WiUiam 
James, the senior surgeon, w'ho had originally been appointed 
to the Embassy, hke Pratt, did not go. The list of the Company’s 
servants in Bengal for i8th Jan., 1714/15, gives the names of all 
who actually went as follows : — 

" Factor John Surman, arrived 19th Aug., 1707, Chief in y® Negotiation. 

"Factor Edward Stephenson, arrived and Feb., 1709/10, gone with y® 
pres^,- 

* Towards the end of the eighteenth century certain medical of&cers were 
advertised as deserters from sliips, to be apprehended and sent to England, who 
had been actually appointed to the I.M.S. at the same Presidency. Madras. 
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"Surgeon William Hamilton, aiTived •27th Dec., 1711, gone Avith y® 
present. - 

"Writer Hugh Barker, arrived 17th Aug., 1711, gone with y® present. 

‘■‘Writer Thomas Phillips, arrived 19th Nov., 1711, gone withy® present.” 

Out of six factors on the list, Surman stands first ; Stephenson^ 
fifth-; out of twenty-three witers, Barker stands eleventh; 
Phillips fourteenth. 

John Surman, the Chief of the Embassy, was appointed vdter 
on 20th Dec., 1706, reached Bengal in the Dutchess on igth Aug., . 
1707, was sent to Patna on 30th Jan., 1709/10, and appointed 
second in the Patna Council on 19th April, .1712. A General 
Letter from Fort William, dated istSept., 1724, notes in para. 5 
that Mr. Surman died on 28th August. His country house and 
garden, on the bank of the Hugh, below Tolly's Nala, were 
lmo\vn, till well on in the eighteenth century, as Surman’s Garden 
or shortly as “ Surman’s." The name, however, has long since 
been forgotten, having been superseded, over a hundred years 
ago, by that of Kidderpur. 

Coja Serhaud, or Khwaja Sarhad, the second in the negocia- 
tion, was an Armenian merchant, who had resided in Calcutta 
probably from its foundation, had visited England, and was 
personally known to the Emperor Farakh Siyar. IF w^Tioped" 
that he would be able to influence the Emperor through his 
Armenian friends and connections at Delhi ; these hopes, how- 
ever, were disappointed, and he seems to have been of little use 
to the Embassy, except as an interpreter. In 1697 he had been 
sent from Calcutta, as an envoy to Zabardast Khan, son of the 
Viceroy of Bengal, who was commanding the Viceroy’s army, 
operating against rebels. 

Edward Stephenson, the third, was born in Cumberland, in 
1691, appointed writer on 24th Nov., 1708, arrived in Bengal on 
2nd Feb., 1709/10, and became Factor on 2nd Feb., 1713/14- He 
retired wth a fortune, and died in England in 1763. 

Hugh Barker, the Secretary, was appointed writer on i5fb 
Dec., 1710, and arrived in Bengal on 17th Aug., 1711. He appears 
to have discharged his duties under Surman satisfactorily. Later 
on he came to grief, while stationed at Patna, and was discharged 
from the service, but was reinstated by home influence, and died 
in Bengal. 

At this time the throne of Delhi was occupied by Farakh 
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Sij^ar. Aurangzeb, the last of the. Great Moguls who were 
Emperors of India in fact as well as in name, died on 4th March, 
1706/07. His son Azam seized the tlnrone, but Aurangzeb’s 
eldest son, Shah Alam, coming down from Kabul, of which 
. -province he was Governor, defeated and Idlled Azam at the battle 
of Jaju. on loth June, 1707, and ascended the throne under the 
title of Bahadur Shah. In 1708 he defeated and Idlled his other 
brother, Kam Baksh. Azimash Shan, Governor of Bengal, who 
was the second son of Shah Alam, had gone to the aid of his 
father, leaving Murshid Quli Khan as his deputy in Bengal. In 
1710 Farakh Siyar, the second son of Azimash Shan, was acting 
as Deputj^ Governor of Bengal. 

Shah Alam, alias Bahadur Shah, died on 17th Feb., 1711/12, 
and the bloody contest for the throne began over again. His 
eldest son, Jahandar Shah, seized the crown, defeating Azimash' 
Shan, who was drovmed in the Ravi, in his flight from the field, 
on 7th March, 1711/12. Azimash Shan's eldest son, Muhammad 
Karim, was killed a few days later. Jahan Shah, the third, and 
Rafiash Shan, the fourth son of Shah Alam, were killed in action 
on 15th ^larch. Farakh Siyar then advanced from Bengal upon 
the capital. Aided by the Saiyid brothers, the Governors of 
Patna and Allahabad, he defeated Jahandar Shah near Agra at 
-Christmas, 1712. A few da3's later Jahandar Shah and his 
general, Zulfikar Khan, were Idlled, and Farakh Siyar ascended 
the throne. Of the two Sai3dd brothers, one, Abdullah, became 
Wazir, imder the title of Qutb ul Mulk ; the other, Husain Ali, 
became Chief Bakshi or Pa3nnaster General, and was shortly after 
appointed Governor of the Dekkan, with the title of Amir ul Umara. 

■The English Embassy seems to have hoped to influence 
Farakh Siyar through his courtiers, or officers of the household, 
Taqarab Khan, Kliansainan or Lord Steward, Khan Dauran or 
Khwaja Asim, and Salabat Khan ; men who had served the 
Emperor in Bengal, and who were personally known to Khwaja 
Sarhad. They made their approach to the throne through 
Salabat Khan, and Khan Dauran, whom they always call Caundora. 
In these hopes they were disappointed. They made no progress 
in this indirect manner. .On the other hand, when they aban- 
doned Sarhad’s plans, and sent in their petitions through the 
' proper channel, the Wazir, they -were successful, and got nearly 
all they asked. 
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• The Embassy left Calcutta in April, 1714, remained nearly 
a year at Patna, started from that place on 3rd March, 1714/15, 
and reached Delhi on' 7th July, 1715* ’ Before the end of July 
Hamilton was called in to treat Taqarab Khan, but found his 
case hopeless. , In August he was required to treat the Kir^ for . 
swellings in the groin, and did so with success. Two months 
later, in October, the King was again attacked by violent pain, 
and it was feared that he would develop a fistula. - Hamilton’s 
treatment was again successful, and on 7th December the King's 
marriage to the daughter of Raja Ajit Sinh of Jodhpur, which 
had been long delayed by his iUness, was celebrated. Hamilton 
was richly rewarded, receiving an elephant, a horse, five thousand 
rupees in money, two diamond rings, a jewelled aigrette, a set 
of gold buttons, and models of all his instruments in gold. 
Rewards were also given to Sarhad, who had acted as interpreter, 
and to the King’s French physician. Monsieur Martin.*- The 
news of the King’s cure reached Calcutta on 9th Jan., 1715/16. 
It seems wonderfully quick work for a letter to have been carried, 
in those days, from Delhi to Calcutta in thirty-three days, 7th 
Dec. to. 9th January. The Embassy was, however, ■ delayed at 
Delhi for a year and a half longer. 

Had Surman then pressed his requests* through the WaziK 
they would probably have been granted with little delay. He. 
continued, however, to try to effect his purpose through Khan 
Daiiran, but without success, not because the latter would not, 
but because he could not, give useful help. In April, 1716, 
Haidar Quli Khan, Governor of Surat, reported that the English 
were talking of withdrawing from Surat, if their petitions were 
not granted, and this report had much effect in aiding Surman 
to obtain the farman solicited. In November, 1716, the Embassy 
at last submitted their petitions to the Wazir, who approved of 
the requests. But the business still took time, and it was not 
tin April, 1717, that the farmans were finally completed, sealed, 
and granted. On 30th May, 1717, the Embassy had a final 
audience of the King, who then expressed his intention of retaining 
Hamilton at Delhi as his personal surgeon. As Hamilton was 
umrilling to sta}^ much further trouble and delay were caused ; 
but finally Farakh Siyar consented to let him go, on his prbmisin|^ 
to return to Delhi, after a visit to Europe. 

* jMons. Martin, see Chap. II, European Surgeons serving Native Potentates. 
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The Embassy left Delhi on iStli July, 1717, reached Patna 
on 21st Sept., halted there for a month, left on 21st Oct., and 
on 15th Nov. reached Tribeni, a small to^vn on the west bank 
of the Hugh, some thirty-five miles above Calcutta, where they 
.were received on 20th Nov. by the President, Robert Hedges, 
and four members of his Council, wth great pomp, as bearers of 
the Emperor’s farman. 

Wilson * summarises as follows the petition of the Embassy, 
which had been granted practically in full. 

" It contained nineteen articles, of which the first eight related to 
Bengal; In them the English sought for a fresh imperial farman, con- 
firming the previous grant of the right of free trade in Bengal, Bihar, and 
Orissa, and the nishan, allowing them to rent the three villages of Sutanuti, 
Calcutta, and Govindpur. They further asked that they might be per- 
mitted to acquire on similar terms thirty-eight other villages, adjacent to 
Calcutta, and also some thirteen acres of land for a factory at Patna. 
They suggested tliat the town of Calcutta should be renamed Farrulth- 
bandar, and that the three villages, ivith the tlurty-eight new villages, 
should be combined into a single ^argana to be called Farrulthabad.f 
They desired permission to buy goods at Hugh without hindrance, and 
freedom generally from vexatious cesses and dues. They required that 
tlvree days a week should be set apart at the Murshidabad Mint for coining 
bullion, that tire diwan should be content wth copies of their grants and 
not insist on seeing the originals, and that the government should talie 
' steps to prevent the local robberies to which trade was everywhere exposed. 
Three articles followed of a more general nature, praying that Madras 
rupees might pass current like those of Surat, that help might be given 
to English sliips in distress at sea, and that absconding servants or debtors 
of the Company should be handed over to the Company’s authorities. 
Turning to the Coromandel Coast, the English not only asked that their 
former commercial privileges should be confirmed, and, in particular, that 
the five villages of Madras and the territory of Fort St. David should be 
granted them again, but also sought to acquire villages in Vizagapatam, 
and the island of Divi near Masulipatam. The last three articles were 
concerned mth the western side of India, and more especially with Surat. - 
These articles demanded that the trade at that port, in consideration of 
the annual payment of a lump sum, should be declared custom free, that 
a site should be given for a factory, and a large plot of ground for a garden, 
and that the passes of the English chief should protect the Company’s 
agents from being molested." 

A translation of Farakh Siyar’s farman is given in Hill’s 
Bengal in 1756-57, Vol. Ill, p. 375 ; another translation, fuller, 
but practically much the same, in Broome’s History of the Bengal 
Amiy, Vol. I, Appendix, p. vi. 

* Early AnnaJs, Vol. II, Part II, pp. xxxviii, xxxix. 

. t This request, about the change of name, was dropped. 
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Both the' unfortunate Farakh Siyar and his too powerful 
minister, the Wazir, appear in the records in a favourable light. 
When Surman at last determined, to apply to the Wazir, as he 
should have done in the first place, the latter considered the 
petitions, approved them, and saw that the farmans were granted 
without unreasonable delay. Farakh Siyar’s wish to detain 
Hamilton at his court as his personal surgeon was not unnatural, 
and the King’s consent to his departure shows a more reasonable 
and more kindly disposition than might have been expected in 
an Oriental potentate. William Hamilton himself appears in 
the records as a skilful as well as a successful surgeon. 

The following extracts from the Diary, Cons., and Letters, 
include aU the references made to Hamilton’s share in the work 
of the Embassy, his cure of the King, and Farakh-Siyar’s wish to 
detain him at Delhi. 

Diary, ^sth July, 1715. "The Doctor ordered by the King to give 
phisick to Tnccurrub Catin." 

Diary, soth July, 1715. " The Doctor called to the Camp by Caundora, 
we Suppose on the King’s account." 

Diary, i6th Aug., 1715. " The Doctor being sent for last night by the 
King ; went this morning with Cojah Seerhaud : where he Exanuned two 
Swellings in his Groin ; and has now taken his Majesty under his hands, _ 
by God’s blessing, to recover a very much impaired constitution." 

Diary, 23yd Aug., 1715. " The Doctor lives with Tuccurub Caun." 

Cons., 25/A Sept., 1715. " MT William Hamilton having bro* in an 

Account Amounts to 486 . 12 . the bulk off which is for Medicines bo^'for 
the Use of the King and Tuccurub Caun ; Agreed, that itt be paid, & 
inserted in Hugh Barker’s Acco*.” 

Diary, soth Sept., 1715. " Tuccurrub Caun having gratyfyd our Doctor 
has left him off, and taken to others ; butt his distemper is off such a 
nature, as to be judged incurable.” 

Diary, 3rd Oct., 1715. ' " Cojah Seerhaud and the Doctor sent for by ihe 
IGng’s Mother, where his Majesty's indisposition was debated.” 

Letter VI., 6 th Oct., 1715. "To the Hon'’^® Rob’^ Hedges, Esq. Presid* 
& Gov*^ of Fort William &c. Councill in Bengali. 

" Our last to your Hon* Etc® was August the 31®^ Since which we have 
not receiv'd any Letters firom your Hon* Etc®. We then advis’d that we 
had prepar’d our General Petition we design'd to have presented it the 
first good Opportunity, but his Majesty’s indisposition continuing and 
]M* Hamilton having him under care it has been thought advisable by our 
friends m well as our Selves to deferr delivering it till such time as it Shall 
please God that his Majesty in some measure return to his former State 
of health which advice we intend to. follow considering that whilst he is in 
so much pain it can be but a very indifferent opportunity to beg favours 
of him. The first distemper’the Doctor took him in hand for was swellings 
in his Groin which thanks be to God he is in a fair way of curing, but 
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witlain these few daj^s last past he has been taken' witli a Violent pain in 
his posteriors wliich is likely to come to Fistula, it hinders his Majestie 
from coming out, so naturally puts a Stop to all manner of business where- 
fore must have patience perforce.” .... 

Diary, igth Oct., 1715. ” The King visitted in the Duan Coss.* Mons"^ 
■Martin has sided wth the King’s Doctor against Hamilton.” 

Diary, jth Nov., 1715. " Our Doptor coming from the Fort att night, 
his head was Cutt with A Pebble : off wliich the King being informed ; he 
■ ordered Search to be made for tlie offender ; and gave the Doctor people 
for his future protection.” f 

Letter VII, I2th Nov., 1715. '* To the Hon^k Edward Harrison, Esq. 
President and Governour of Fort St. George &c“. Councill. 

■ '* Honourable Sir and Sirs. The Kings indisposition has much impeeded 
the forwarding of our Negociation ; so that want of matter has occasioned 
our Long Silence ; We hope liis Majesty is at present in a fair way of 
Recovery, which if it pleases God to grant, it must of necessi-ty Redound, 
to the Honour and Credit of our Nation, he having been under the Sole 
care of our Surgeon who has administred much to his Majesties satisfaction. 

* * - * * • 

" The cure of his Majesty's indisposi-tion ■will we hope be effected in a 
few days when we shall go on with our business, and we hope with Success, 
in the mean •time.” 

Diary, x'/th Nov., 1715. ” Caundora has promised when the ICing 
rewards his phisicians, that Mons. Martin shall not be made Equall ■with 
hF Hamilton, A tiring as itt is meer justice, so itt is a Signall honour to 
our Nation.” 

Diary, 20th Nov., 1715. " All plaisters being taken away the King 
Washed himself.” 

Diary, ^otU Nov., 1715. " This day Doctor Hamilton, as a reward for 
his Services, received from the King, An Elephant, Horse, Seerpaw,J 
Culgee richly sett rvith Jewells, and two Large Diamond Rings, with 5000 
rupees in ready Cash. His Majesty further ordered Buttons for. a whole 
Suit off Clo^ths, to be made off Gold, and sett Avith Diamonds and Rubys ; 
As also the handles off all his small instruments off Solid Gold. Cojah 
Seerhaud having been very Assistant during the King's illness as inter- 
preter, Received a Seerpaw and Elephant.” 

Letter VIII, 7th Dec., 1715 {to Robert Hedges). “ We wrote your Honour 
Etc“ the to the and 16'^ Ultimo, the latter part of which carried 
the w elcome news of the ICing’s recovery, as a clear demonstration to the 
wofld'he”^washed himself ■the 23*^ and accordingly received "the Congratula- 
tions of the whole Court ; as a Reward for M 5 Hamiltons care and success 
the King was pleased the 30**' to give him in Pnblick; Viz* a Culge set ■with 
precious Stones, ■two Diamond rings, an Elephant, Horse, and five thousand 
Rupees, besides ordering at the same time all his small instruments to be 

* Duan Coss, i.e. Diwan-i-Khas, private audience hall. 

t Wilson [Early Annals, Vol. II, Part II, p. xxxv) quotes from Scott's Ferishta 
a story that, on another occasion, in consequence of a rumour ■that the King had 
died under ■the surgeon's hands, the house of the English ambassadors was sur- 
rounded by an angry mob, who were only appeased by Farakh Siyar’s sho^wing 
'"Funself from a gallery of the palace. 

- t Seerpaw, i.e. Sar-o-pa, literally ” head and foot,” a long robe. Culgee, 
i.e. Kalghi, an aigrette or ■turban ornament. 
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made in Gold, \vith Gold buttons for Coat, Wast Coat and Breeches sett 
with Jewels ; the same day Cojee Seerhaud received an Elephant and 
Vest as a reward for his attendance on this occasion Mons* Martin was to 
have received a reward the same day with M* Hamilton, but considering 
it was not for the Credit of our Nation to have any j oyn’d mth him especially 
since he had no hand in the business. We by the means of Caundora.got 
his reward to be deferred till three days' afterward when he had a Vest,' - 
Elephant, and a thousand rupees, a favour purely owing to His Majesties - 
Generosity, and because he was his Servant.” 

Diary, aSth Dec., 1715. " This day M' Hamilton received a Seerpaw, 
Horse, and 1000 rupees from the Engs Mother, Cojah Seerhaud and 
Monsieur Martin received each a Seerpaw and 500 rupees.” 

Diary, igth April, 1716. ” Doctor Hamilton, for curing his Majesty' 
formerly. In the Duan Coss received what was hott ready att that time, 
Viz* An Atlas * Coate and Wastecoate made after the European fashion. 
Butt with Gold Buttons Sett each with i Diamond and 4 Rubys. He 
likewise received all his Cases off small Instruments contained In one- 
pretty Large Box, aU off solid gold.” 

Cons., 7.8th April, 1716. ” Agreed that an Answer be sent to the Honble 
Charles Boone Esq* &c“ Council! att Bombay, giving Our Opinion how 
matters stand in respect to Suratt &c®. 

" For As much as they have mentioned their Orders from England to • 
withdraw the Suratt Factory, and which -they had putt in Execution, Had 
nott Hydera Cooly Caun very much insisted on their Stay. I-tt.is our 
Opinion, that as the Honble Company have no great concerns att Suratt ; 
should the Gentlemen there proceed to Bombay for A Month or hvo, Itt 
would oblige Hydera Cooly Caun to write to Caundora here, and -without 
doubt very much Accelerate the Concessions att Suratt, which have for--, 
some time found Many Objections.” 

Diary, i7th May, 1716. ” The King sent for Seerhaud and M* Hamil- 
ton ; being fearfull that his old sores were breaking out. On Examination - 
they found a Pimple.” 

Diary, lyth May, 1716. “ The kings Pimple broke from whence ran 
much blood and water.” 

Diary, i6th May, 1716. " The Doctor again with his Majesty, he advised 
to have the Other Phisicians called ; Butt his Majesty would nott hear 
of itt, besides he ordered great pri-vacy.” 

Letter XV, aoih May, 1716. {To Robert Hedges) . . . 

” There has been a Rumour spread that the main reason of Caundora's 
putting us off so long was by his Majesty’s private order, that the time 
might come about when he was first seized -wi-th the distemper last year 
wherein he would perceive whether he was perfectly clear or no, before he 
would dispatch either us or M* Hamilton, but for this We have no further 
Authority than common Report, to our Surprize there is something of 
that nature broake out again what may be the end of it God knows. M* 
Hamilton has been -with Ms Majesty 2 or 3 times but enjo3med the utmost 
Secrecy, being admitted to Ms presence thro’ the Women’s apartment for 
fear it should come to the world.” 

Diary, z/^th May, 1716. " hi* Hamilton has heard no more from Ms 
hlajesty ; so we beleive him perfectly well.” ■ ~ 


* Atlas. i.e. Satin. 
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Diary, ist April, 1717. " Spid Sallabut Caun sent M' Snrman The 
Grand "STTiers petition signed by the ICing: wherein was contained an 
Order for Hamilton to ^'isitt His Uncle Synd Cann Jehaun, who was 
indisposed, butt Ij-ing with his fforces at Feredabad.* Our Honourable 
Slasters interest exacting a compliance, SF Hamilton will sett forward 
tomorrow.” 

" Diary, 4ih April, 1717. " The Grand Vizier very well pleased when he 
Iward Hamilton was gone to see his Uncle.” 

Diary, 6 ih April, 1717. " SF Hamilton returned to the City, Itt was 
onl}* the Omrah's wife who was indisposed. She is to come to the City 
likewise for her cure, while Sj-ud Caun Jehaun proceeds against the 
Jaats. 

Diary, 3of/i May, 1717. " His Majesty Setting in the Duan Om f being 
Thursday, 3 F Surman &c? went accordingly- to receive their dispatches. 
3 F J. Surman received a-Seerpaw and Culgee, Every one Else a Seerpaw. 
When DocF Hamilton was making the proper Obeisance for his Seerpaw, 
the IQng Suddenly and Unexpectedly sent orders from the Throne to Lett 
Every one Else goe oat off the Duan (as the custom is for those that are 
dispatched) butt to place him Again in his Station, the Seerpaw being a 
mark off the Royal ffavonr, and nott for his departure : which orders 
were obey’d accordingly. "UTien his Majesty rose up, Seerhaud went to 
enquire off Caundora the reason, why the Doctor was nott dispatched ? 
to which Caundora reply’d, ' I have spoke to the King twenty times con- 
cerning this Affair, and can Speak no more, unless you have a mind to make 
me rediculous. Wherefore do You petition his Majesty.’ 

" In the Evening, IF Snrman went to Sallabut Caun (who went nott 
to the Durbar to-day) and After acquainting him with the matter, begg’d 
he wotdd use his utmost Endeavours with Caundora ±0 gett the Doctor 
dispatched ; for that he would by no meanes be perswaded to Stay, That 
all the ffavours and riches the King could heap on him would prove no 
manner off Allurements, — ^that iff the King had a mind to keep him he 
must send Goorzeburdars j and putt Irons on his Leggs, and that Even 
then he would nott so much as accept off the Kings bread, much less his 
service. The Old Synd Asked two or three times whether nothing could 
prevail, but when he was answered Ko : He promised to be very im- 
portunate with Caundora and Even to fall at his ffeett to Obtain itt.” 

Diary, ist June, lyiy. “ Sallabut Caun went to Caundora’s, where he 
talked off 3 F Hamilton’s Affair, much to the Same Effect as we had told 
him. Caundora replyed the King was obstinate, he having several! times 
already Endeavoured to disswade him from itt. That his Advice was for 
iF Surman to goe to the "Suzier, and Engage his intercession with his 
ilajesty, which when sett on ffoot, he himself would find an opportnni^ 
to Spekk Effectuallv. Sallabut Caun said he wonder’d he should send 
the Elchy § to the Viziers, since he had yett never asked any ffavonr or 
had anything to doe with him Since his arrivall and therefore was now 
likely to meet with a repulse. Caundora said Lett them goe, and In case 
of refttsall I will doe itt myrself.” 

Feredabad, i.e. Faridabad, a town sixteen miles S.W. of Delhi, 
t Duan Om, i.e. Diman-i-Am, public hall of audience, 
i Gaorzsburdar, i.e. gtirzhardar, macebcarer. 
f Efcliy, e7c7:i, ambassador, f.e. Sunnan. 
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■ Cons., 3rd Jwte, 1717. ... 

" M* Hamilton being entirely averse to obey tlie Eang’s orders by his ' 
stay, unless- fforced thereto ; Itt is our buisness to weigh this. Affair in 
respect to Our Honourable Masters. We find few dare speak to the 
King for his Clearance. On the other side we are satisfyed That should 
he be kept by force. His stay would be no longer than the first opporirazii^ 
to Elope. For such a burning desire reigns in him after his own Country’ 
that neither promises nor threats can avail any thing. All this being 
duely promised, we doe esteem a modest denyall att present much better 
than a Seeming complyance, which can contribute nothing'to his deliver- 
ance. For should he be kept by fforce and Afterwards. Escape, The ICing 
might very likely vent his Anger on our Honourable Masters Settlements, 
Supposing us Assistant and consenting thereto : On the Contra, should he 
by chance have leave to depart, we are all Cleared : Iff nott. His ffortune 
is try’d, and we honestly discharged Our Selves, to the King, Our H. 
Masters and him also. Besides there is no absolute necessity off making 
application in our Own names, his own being Every way the most proper. 
And we are wellnigh Assured there will be no fforce in -^e case. Butt that 
his Majesty used this as his Last Effort to Engage his stay, wliich when he 
finds his stiff aversion to, he will wave itt. Agreed that a pathetick 
petition be drawn up in his name, and that we pay the Vizier a visitt and 
present itt, according to the advice and order off Our patron Caundora." 

Diary, 4th June, 1717. “ M* Surman, &c“, carrying M*^ Hamilton's 
petition to the Grand Vizier, He read itt over with great attention and 
immediately ordered another of the same Effect to be wi;ote and addressed 
to his Majesty, which was to be transmitted with one from himself. The 
Vizier said measures must be taken to release the Doctor, without dis- 
pleasing his Majesty.” 

Diary, 5th Jtme, 1717., " Seerhaud says he gave a petition for the 
Doctor to Co Manour,* which is addressed to the King's mother. Butt 
this Affair being very ticklish, few care to Embark in itt. However the 
Eunuch promises to speak about itt.” 

Diary, 6th June, 1717. " The Vizier’s petition came out sign’d from the 
ICing as follows — ' Since he is privy to my nakedness and perfectly under- 
stands his buisness, I would very willingly have kept him, and given him 
whatever he should have asked ; Butt seeing he is satisfyed witli no 
terms, I Agree to itt, provided. After he has gone to Europe, procured 
Such medicines as are nott to be gott here, and seen his mfe and Children, 
he return once more to visitt this Court : Let him goe.' ” ' 

Letter XXXIV, 7th June, 17x7. {To Robert Hedges). . . . 

" The 23rd Ult° John Surman received from his Majesty an Horse and 
-Cungerf as was preappointed, and the 30^ D. we were sent for by 
Caundora to receive our Dispatches, which we had accordingly, a Seerpaw 
and'Culgee being given to John Surman, Seerpaws to Surhaud and Edward 
•Stephenson, as likewise to the rest of our Companions, we were orderd to 
pass, one by one to our Obeysance then to move from the Duan, we did 
so ; but when it came to MI Hamilton’s Turn he was told the King had 
granted liim a vest as a Mark of his Favour but not for his Dispatch, so 
was order’d up to his Standing again, whilst he was performing this, , th^ 

* Co Manottr, i.e. Khojah Manawar. Khojah means Eunuch.- 
t Cunger, i.e. Khanjar, a dagger. 
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icing got up. Wc were highly Surpriz’d at this unexpected Motion, not 
having the least Notice of it till that Minute either from our Patron or 
any to Authority, it being near a twelve Month since M' Hamilton had 
been in private with lus Majesty, and in all this time not the least notice 
taken, we were very much concern'd at his Detainment, and the more 
because we were assur’d of liis firm Aversion to accepting the Service, 
even with all its Charms 61 v^t pay Honour &c“ that if the- Ring did 
detain liim by force, if he out-liv’d the Trouble of his Esteem’d Imprison-^ 
ment, he might be endeavouring at an Escape, which every way had it’s 
ill Consequences, to free our Honourable Masters from any Damages that 
might accrue to them, from the Passionate Temper of the King, our Patron 
Caundora was applyed to for leave, twice or tlurice he positively denied 
to speak, or even have a hand in this Business till our Friend S3md Sallabut 
Caun had an Opportunity to lay the Case open to him, when he order’d us 
to speak to the Vizier, and if by any means we cou’d gain him to intercede, 
that he would back it, nay if the Vizier refused, he wou’d make one Effort 
for the Doctor himself, nay Sallabut Caun promis’d to convince the King 
himself in case of any Delay, pursuant to our Patron's Directions we made 
a Visit to the Vizier the 4**' Inst, and laid the case open to him in a Petition 
from M' Hamilton, of how little Service he could be without any Phjrsick, 
Language, or Experience in the Country Medicines or their Names, besides 
which the Heartbreaking distractions off being parted for ever from his 
Wife and Children wou’d be insupportable, and intirely take away his 
Qualifications for the Itings Service, that under the favour of his Majesty 
Clemency, with the utmost Submission he desir’d he might have leave to 
depart with us, from our Selves we informed the Vizier, that we shou’d 
have esteem’d this as a very great Honomr, but finding the Doctor under 
these Troubles not to be perswaded, we were oblig’d to lay the case before 
his Majesty, and that in this case none so proper eis himself, withal that we 
humbly desir’d he would use his Intercessions to the King that his Majesty 
might be prevail’d upon to dispatch him. The good Vizier readily offered 
to use his utmost Endeavours,- and Since the case was so, the Business was 
to gain the Doctor’s Dispatch wthout displeasing the ICing, and order’d 
a Petition to be drawn up to his Majesty in the same Form, as that- given 
to himself directed to the King and sent liim, which he wou’d forward 
with one from himself ; it was sent him and the Vizier was as good as his 
word, writing a very pathetick address to his Majesty, enforcing M. Hamil- 
ton’s reasons, and backing them with his own Opinion That it was better 
to let him go. The King return'd an Answer which came out the as 
follows ‘ Since he is privy to_my nakedness and perfectly understands 
his business, I wou’d very fain have kept him, and given him whatsoever 
he shou’d have ask’d, but seeing he can’t be brought, on any Terms to be 
content, I agree it, and on condition that after he has gone to Europe, 
procur’d such Medicines as are not to be got here, and seen Ms Wife and 
Children,* he return to visit the Court once more, let him go.’ We hope 
in God this Troublesome Business is now blown over.” 

. « * « - « 

Diary, nth Junes 1717- " M' Surman &c® went to return the Vizier 
thanks for the Doctors Clearance, Cutbulmoolk f bid the Doctor to bring 

* Hamilton does not appear to have had any wife or children ; it seems that 
he hoped to marry his cousin, Anna Hamilton, on his return home. 

•f Cutbulmoolk, i.e, Abdullah Khan, Qutb-ul-mulk, the Wazir. 
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his wife and ffamily with him. Surman said this great generosity off 
his Majesty in permitting the Doctor to visitt his Own Country, had so 
Obhged him, that he would make a Speedy return.” 

- In all the records, full as they are, not one word appears to 
show that Hamilton asked Faraldi Siyar to grant the r-eqwi'j's^ 
of the' Embassy, as a reward for his successful treatment, or that 
any such promise was made. The records being so full, the 
conclusion is obvious, that the grant of these requests was not 
one of the rewards specially conferred on the successful Surgeon, 
But it is evident that Hamilton's cure of the King was of great 
service to the English, by bringing the whole party into high 
favour at the Mogul Court ; not only with the King himself, 
who bj?^ his cure was enabled to consummate his intended marriage, 
but also with the Wazir, for the King’s marriage with the Jodhpur 
princess was a point of importance to the Saiyid brothers.- 

What actually decided the matter in their favour, however, 
was probably the report from the Governor of Surat that the 
English were proposing to withdraw from that port, a course 
which would have entailed great loss on the iiriperial revenue.* 
To these two facts, Hamilton’s cure of the King, and- the pro- 
posed withdrawal from Surat, it is due that the Embassy got^ 
practically all they wanted. 

Surman’s embassy is not mentioned at aU in the Sair-ul- 
Mutakherin. Orrae in his Military Transactions, while he refers 
its success to Hamilton’s skilful treatment of the Emperor Faraldi 
Siyar, makes no mention of any special reward to Hamilton, or 
of any intention to detain him at Delhi. 

Sir William Hunter f wrrites thus — 

" As a matter of fact, while he was curing the Dellii Empei'or at the 
risk of his own life, if the operation went wrong, and exhausting his credit 
with his august patient to obtain indulgences for the English Company, 
his Honourable Masters had, in a fit of parsimony on the other side of 
tlie globe, done away with his appointment, and ordered ' the discharge of 
Dr. Hamilton on Ms return from Court,’ From this ingratitude the 
Directors were spared partly by the fear of losing Hamilton’s influence 
wth the Emperor, and partly by Hamilton’s death. They wrote grudg- 
ingly in their Bengal despatch of January, 1717, ‘Finding by the letters 
before us how successful! he has been in curing the Great Mogul, which 
very probably \vill help forward our negotiations and get an easier grant 

* This is pointed out in Busteed’s Echoes of Old Calcutta, 'iai^leditk®.,--, 
p, 3S0. , , . ■ 

f The Thackerays in India, and some Calcutta Graves, by Sir W. W. Hunter. 
Henry Froude, London, 1897 (p, 33). 
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of some of our i-equests, we now say that, if Dr. Hamilton shall desire a 
continuance in our service, you readily consent to it, and let him see you 
are sensible of the benefit accruing to us, if you find he any hath, - by his 
undertaking and accomplishing that cure.’ ’* 

In writing as above, Hunter is hardly fair to the Court of 
Directors. "V^^en that body ordered Hamilton’s discharge, on 
his return from the Embassy, they knew nothing of the services 
which he had by tliat time rendered them, at the other side of 
the world. To them he was only a ship Surgeon, who had left 
their service by deserting his ship, and had afterwards irregularly 
been appointed, without their permission, to a post in Calcutta. 
^^^len they heard of his services, they changed their views, and 
it does not appear that they did so “ grudgingly.” 

It is probable that Hamilton was suffering from sickness, on 
the return journey, and knew that his end was not far off, for 
on the 27th Oct., 1717, he made his will at Surajgarh, a small 
tovm on the south bank of the Ganges, twenty miles west of 
Monghyr. In this will he appoints Jolm Surman his trustee or 
executor. - The provisions of the will are as follows : — It will be 
noticed that all the European members of the Embassy are 
remembered in it. To his friend James WiUiamson, five hundred 
“pounds ; to Edward Stephenson, five hundred rupees and a 
diamond ring ; to Hugh Barker and Thomas Phillips, diamond 
rings ; to John Surman, the large diamond ring given him by 
" King Furruckseer," and his culgte ; to the Church of Bengal, 
one thousand rupees ; to his cousin, Mrs. Anna Hamilton, five 
hundred pounds ; and the residue of his estate to his father, 
“ John Hamilton of Boogs, living in the parish of BothweU,” 
or in case of his father being dead to be equally divided among 
his brothers and sisters. The will is given in full by Wilson, in 
his Early Annals, Vol. II, Part I, pp. 293, 294. 

Hamilton's will was witnessed by John Cockbume and John 
Sturt. ‘ These names are -not among those of the members of 
the Embassy. They may have accompanied the Embassy, on 
its return, from Patna to Calcutta. A Dr. John Sturt, possibty 
the same man, died in Calcutta on ist Dec., 1726. The witnesses 
proved the will before the Bengal President and Council at 
Calcutta, on 9th Dec., 1717. 

Hamilton died in Calcutta on 4th Dec., 1717, within a fort- 
night of the arrival of the Embassy, and was buried in the old 
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churchyard in tliat city, in the ground where St. John’s ■ i ^ 
now stands. When the ground was cleared to build that churcii 
1^84 his tombstone, which had fallen down, and had been covered 
\vith earth and forgotten, in the seventy years which had elapsed 
since his death, came to light. Warren Hastings, then Governor- 
General, suggested that the lettering should be gilded, and the 
stone set up in the entrance hall of the church. This suggestion 
was not carried out. The stone was set up in Job Chamock’s 
tomb, at the north-west comer of the ground of St. John’s, 
where it may yet be seen. The tombstone -is a granite slab, six 
feet high and three feet wide, on which the epitaph is carved in 
relief, in English above, and in Persian below* The epitaph, in 
English and Persian, is shown in the plate, which is taken from 
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CHAPTER X‘ 

./ IE FIRST HALF OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

" Days of the Hanover line.” 

Austin Dobson, Beau Brocade. : 

During the first half of the eighteenth century the Company 
remained simply a trading corporation, with three chief settle- 
ments, independent of each other, at Bombay, Madras, and 
Calcutta, and a few factories up-country. The most important 
event of this period, both historically and medically, was Surman’s 
Embassy to Delhi, to which a separate chapter has been devoted. 
The chapters on early history have brought down the story, in 
all three Presidencies, below the year 1700. For the interval 
from 1720 to 1750 there is but little to be said, and that little 
consists chiefly of the names of medical officers then serving in 
India, with some notes on, their careers. The chapter on Hospitals 
includes a little information relating to this period. As the three 
Presidencies were entirely independent of each other, it will be 
best to consider them separately. 

Bombay. — ^Most of the medical officers serving in the Western 
Presidency previous to 1750 are now httle more than names ; 
in many cases even their names have not been preserved. In a 
few cases some facts of more or lesslnterest remain on record. 

Gregorius Meisters, from his name apparently a German or 
Dutchman, is mentioned as Surgeon of the Fleet in Bombay Cons. 
of 9th Aug., 1717. He was serving as Surgeon at Surat in 1726. 
Payment of his bill of Rs.123 for medicines from Dec., 1725, to 
Dec., 1726, is recorded in the Surat Diaries (Vol. XII) on 3rd 
March, 1726/27. He seems to have served at Surat for over ten 
years. The Bombay Cons, of 13th Oct,, 1737, contain the subjoined 
extract from a letter from Surat, dated loth Oct., summarised — 

^"■'^They complain of their Surgeon Meisters whose Slanderous & 
abusive Tongue is grown intolerable & as he is not employ’d by an5' One 
H.I.M.S.— VOL. I. K 
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person of the Factory having by Excessive drinking disqualified himself 
for the station he bears & considering that he may engage them in Dis- 
putes with the Government they desire he may be removed as it is not 
fit he should remain in that Place.” 

The Cons, of '17th Oct. order Meisters to come from S^at 
to Bombay by the first conveyance, Joseph Grey being appointed'^ 
in his place as Surgeon at Surat. Those of 20th Dec. order his 
dismissal as follows : — 

” Gregorius Meisters having last Council day presented a petition 
to the Board desiring to be readmitted to his Post of Surgeon at the Factory 
at Surat, the President observes to the Gent” that the said Meisters had 
rendered himself by drinking entirely incapable of that or any other 
employ, yet in regard to his having been an Old Servant to the Honble 
Company he offer’d to let him return to Surat & to allow him a Pension 
of forty rupees p. Month, which he did not think proper to Accept of, the 
President therefore Observes to the Gentlemen that He thinks as hF 
Meisters has refused to Accept such an Allowance he is entitled to nothing 
from Us, as he has disqualified himself for any employ. The Board Con- 
curring therewith Order’d that he remain out of the service.” 

Why Meisters should have refused this pension is not apparent. 
He seems to have remained in Bombay till his death, in 1746' 
The Cons, of 14th Feb., 1745/46,. mention a payment to him as 
gunpowder contractor. In the Cons, of loth June;'.I746,. it is 
noted that Gregorius Meisters, to whom the contmci^ sfor g’air-* 
powder was given in February of that year, being lately dead, 
the contract is transferred to Captain Isaac AiI/s^yorth. 

James Crawford, Surgeon of an Indiaman, was appointed 
Surgeon at Bombay about Oct., 1718, as reported in para. 95 
of a General Letter from Bombay dated 30th OcL, 1718. He 
served there over thirteen years. Another General Letter of 
12th Sept., 1731, notes in para. 124 that Dr. Crawford designs 
to return to England with his aged father on the Stretham. .This 
vessel left Bombay on 23rd Jan., 1731/32. His. name is also 
spelt Crafiord. 

The next paragraph of this letter of 12th Sept., 1731, reports 
that Henry Compton had been appointed to succeed Crawford. 
He served for six years, from 2nd June, 1731, to 7th Sept., I 737 » 
when he resigned on account of ill-health, with permission to 
return, if able to do so. He held the post of Mayor of Bombay 
on a salary of £62 10s. per year, in addition to his pay as Surgeon, 
from the beginning of 1737 to 20th Sept, of that year. He saiied- 
in the Montagu on 7th Oct., 1737. 


FIRST HALF OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 131 

John Neilson, M.D., arrived in Bombay as Surgeon on 9th 
March, 1732/33. In the following January he was put at the 
head of the hospital, apparently superseding Compton, against 
whom he brought serious but unfounded charges. A General 
Letter from Bombay, dated 19th Jan., 1735/36, reports in 
para. 55— 

" M* John Neilson tax’d M' Henry Compton with want of skill, 
without foundation, his practice has been attended with all imaginable 
success, for which he is generally esteemed and preferr’d to the other.” 

Ten years later Neilson was sent home. The Bombay Cons. 
of 12th Aug., 1746, record his dismissal. 

" The President acquaints the Board, that D' John Neilson being a 
troublesome Person & a Nusance to the Place, he thinks one of such a 
Character ought not to remain among us, & therefore gives it as his Opinion 
that he ought to be sent to England : Which the rest of the Members 
agreeing to, except M' Sedgwicke, who dissents because, he says, there 
are no good Reasons given : directed that the Secretary write him an 
Order to repair to England by the first Ship bound thither, delivering his 
Charge in the Hospital to D* Gilbert Mathison by the end of this Month, 
as from that time it is further agreed that all his Appointments in the H“ 
Company’s Service do cease.” 

Michael Weston was appointed Second Surgeon at Bombay 
’from 4th May, 1738. He served as Mayor in 1643, on the same 
salary as Compton. A General Letter of 14th Oct., 1745, states 
that he is going home. Apparently he changed his mind, for 
he was appointed Surgeon to Tellicherri Factory in June, 1746. 

Gilbert Matheson was appointed Surgeon at Tellicherri in 
1743, and in March, 1744, was transferred to Surat. In Aug., 1746, 
he succeeded to one of the posts as Surgeon at Bombay, where he 
remained till his death, early in 1758. 

Henry, or Humphrey, Thompson (both Christian names are 
used) was appointed Surgeon at Bombay in Feb., 1746/47. He 
. held that post for eleven years. A Bombay' General Letter of 
8th April, 1758, reports in para. 191 the deaths of both Matheson 
• and Thompson. 

Dining the first half of the eighteenth century the Bombay 
Government began to appoint medical officers to the vessels 
of the Indian Navy, whose headquarters were fixed at that port. 
Some information about these medical officers is given in Chap. 
■-^^WrMilUctyy a,nd Civil. 

A good deal of interesting information about the state of 
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Bombay in 1750, and the prevalent diseases of the settlements, 
will be found in a work entitled A Voyage to the East Indies, 
by John Henry Grose, who went out to Bombay as a covenanted 
writer on the Lord Anson in 1750, landing at Bombay on 28th Aug., 
1750. He states that, at the time of his arrival there.,_puMc 
health had considerably improved, a fact which he ascribes to”" 
more suitable diet and manner of living of Europeans (Vol. I, 
p. 32). 

" Not however without taking into account, the place being provided 
with more skilful physicians than formerly, when there was less niceness 
in the choice of them. Surgeons, and surgeons-mates of ships, and those 
none of the expertest, used to be admitted almost without any, or but a 
superficial examination ; though in so tender a point, as that of the life 
of subjects, always precious, and surely more so, where they are so difficult 
to recruit. The same negligence was also observed with respect to the 
gallies, and other armed vessels of the company in those parts, and to say 
the truth, the pay was too slender to invite into such service any capable 
persons. Here I cannot omit inserting, though digressively, one instance 
of a wanton disregard to that material point, of the truth of which I have 
been credibly assured. M' Pliipps, one of the former governors,* on 
examining the marine establishment of Bombay, wherein he proposed 
making retrenchments, by way of currying favor with his masters at home, 
which is often done, by the falsest and most ruinous oeconomy, observed 
the surgeon's pay, rated at 42 rupees per month, which at the usual way 
of reckoning of a rupee for half-a-crown, was just five guineas. | What,^.^ 
says he, there must be some mistake, the figures are transposed, it must 
be 24 instead of 42 ’ : and for the sake of this, in every sense a barbarous 
joke, he, with a dash of his pen, curtailed the pay accordingly : but surely 
this was rather cutting into the quick, than paring ofi excrescences. 

“ Whatever may be the reason, the point is certain, that the climate 
is no longer so fatal to the English inhabitants as it used to be, and in-- 
comparably more healthy than many of our other settlements in India.” 

Madras. — ^When Edward Bulkley was transferred from the 
post of Senior Surgeon at Fort St. George into the Council on 
29th Jan.,. 1708/09, he recommended. as :his’ successor Thomas 
Robson, Surgeon of the Mountagne.^ Robson’s name is written 
in this entry as Robinson, but that the name was really Robson 
IS sho^^’n by the entry of 24th July, 1710, quoted below, where 
he is appointed as Second Surgeon, w^hen Chadsley was sent out 
from England as Surgeon to Fort St. George. On Chadsley’s 
death, on 30th Maj^ 1711, Robson became Chief Surgeon, his 

* William Phipps, Governor of Poinbay from 9th Jan., 1721/22 to rjth Jan., 
1728/29. As related in Chap. XVIII, Pay, long before the appointment jof Phipps 
as Governor, the pay of medical officers in Bombay was fixed at £•^6 -per 
or twenty-four rupees a month. ] 

t Fort St. George Co»s„ 29th Jan., 1708/09. 
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appointment was confirmed in a Despatch from Court dated 
2nd Feb., 1711/12. He died at Madras, aged 37, on 6th May, 
1720. He seems to haye made a good deal of money, for the 
Cons, of 6th November, 1721, record that his widow, Diana 
Robson, invested eight thousand pagodas (about Rs.28,000) in 
a Company’s bond.* 

Richard Chadsley was appointed from home to succeed 
BuUdey as Surgeon, as noted in Cons, of 24th July, 1710. 

" M' Chardsley being entertained Chief Surgeon by theHon*’^® Company 
in the room of Bulkley, who being now sent for, and ordered that he 
take, charge of all things relating to that employ, and that he have the 
same Mvillidges and allowances in all respects as M' Bulkley had, 

“ M? Robson the present Surgeon being sent for and acquainted with 
the preceding order, who requested that he might be continued in the 
Service as Second Surgeon of the Garrison, and in consideration that we 
think it highly necessary for to have two Surgeons here. Its therefore 
agreed and ordered that he be entertain’d accordingly and have tire same 
allowances as Brown had when D' Bulkley was sent out by the Hon'*'® 
Company.” 

Chadsley arrived on nth July, 1710, and died of fever, less 
than a year later, at Fort St. George, on 30th May, 1711. 

Anthony Supply seems to have been first appointed in 
1702. He was posted to Fort St. David as Surgeon, vice Atkins 
dismissed, on ist Feb., 1704/05. A General Letter from Fort 
St. George, dated 19th Oct., 1709, and 6th and loth Jan., 1709/10, 
states in para. 60 : — ’ 

” Anthony Supply, who seryed the New Company 7 years a Surgeon 
goes home on the Kent as Surgeon.” 

When Captain Edward Harrison was appointed Governor 
of Fort St. George — he took over charge on 19th Jan., 1710/11 — 
the Court of Directors allowed him to bring out Supply as his 
personal Surgeon for the voyage, and to appoint him Surgeon at 
Madras when a vacancy occurred. On Chadsley’s death he 
became second Surgeon. A General Letter from Fort St. George, 
dated 20th Aug. and 4th Sept., 1711, reports in para. 123 — 

" M 5 Chadsley Surgeon dy’d the 30^1* May, M' Anthony Supply put 
in his stead, the unhealthy Season makes them want 2 Surgeons the 
hospitall for 12 months past has had always 40 or 50 Persons in it, want 
3 ' or 4 Surgeons Mates initiated in Anatomy and Physick and sent to 

* Robson in 1709 married Diana, widow of Richard Bridges, n£e Diana Baggs. 
After Robson's death, she married Nathaniel Elwick, then Governor, in 1722. 
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supply other factorys the Surgeon at Fort St. Davids is a freeman of 
Pondicherry and acts at present but will not be obliged to stay a good man 
may be sure of that post.” 

Supply resigned on account of ill-health on i6th Jan., 1715/16, 
and went home in the Mary. A General Letter, dated i6th,Sg)t., 
1713, in para. 124, defines the respective duties of Robson anJ"'" 
Supply as follows : — 

” D' Suply when taken into D^ Chadsley's place was not as chief 
Surgeon. Their provinces distinct one attends the Hospitall the other 
the Cov'^ Servants if they please and assists in Ihe Hospitall when necessary. 

D* Hobson had his choice & declares he does not complain.” 

Andrew Pichier was appointed second Surgeon, in Supply's 
place, on 17th Sept., 1716, as noted in Cons, of that date. 

** Andrew Pichier Surgeon having serv’d the Hon^*® .Comp® faithfully 
and well upon the West Coast for four years, & M* Joseph Collet by his 
own experience knowing him to be a capable and deserving man. Agreed 
that the said Andrew Pichier be entertain’d one of the Surgeons of this 
place on the usual allowance in the place of Anthony Supply that laid' 
down the service in January last and went for Great Brittain.” 

Pichier was superseded for the appointment of first Surgeon 
ih' 1720 by Duncan Mimro. He died at Madras on', 6th or 7th 
Sept., 1729. Cons, of 25th Aug., 1731, record that liis daughter 
was sent home according to his will ; and those of 15th Jan., 
1731/32, note that a bond for seven thousand pagodas was granted 
from his estate to his executors for remittance home. In a 
medical certificate given by him in 1720, he signs his name 
Andrew Peitchier. 

Duncan Munro- was entertained as Surgeon's Mate on 23rd 
June, 1713. On 15th Sept., 1718, he was granted leave to return 
to England, and sailed for home, as Surgeon of the Success, on 
2ist Sept., 1718. That vessel sprang a leak the same evening* 
Her commander. Captain Graves, with the ofiicers, and some, of 
the passengers and crew abandoned her in the longboat. Munro, 
the boatswain William Waters, and many others remained on 
board. The vessel next day went ashore at Trivambore, south 
of San Thomd, and was totally -wrecked. Those on board got 
to shore on a raft. The longboat also reached Fort St. George 
safely, and no lives were lost.* 

♦ Port Sf. George Cons., 6th Oct., 1718. Munro’s Narrative of the wrecklfe” 
given by Ixjve, Vol. II, pp. 178, 179. 
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Whether Munro got home or not is not clear. On 24th May, 
1720, he was appointed Second Surgeon at Fort St. George, in 
place of Robson, deceased, and on 4th Aug. of the same year, 
by orders from home, was made Chief Surgeon, superseding 
Pichier, who protested, without . success. A General Letter of 
"iznd Sept., 1720, reports, in para. 80 — 

“ Thomas Robson, Surgeon, dy’d about the same time * lamented, 
his widow administer’d, the heats after the long droughth carry’d off many 
by a nervous inflamatory feavor, M* Duncan Munro returning from Surat 
soon after admitted youngest Surgpon and since Cliief being qualify’d.” 

Munro resigned on 14th Jan., I725/26, but remained in 
Madras for some time longer, as he was chosen as Alderman in 

1727. He was succeeded by George Ramsay, who went out in 
1724 as Surgeon of the Lynn, appointed from home to be Surgeon 
of Fort St. George. There being no vacancy as surgeon at the 
time, he took the post of Surgeon’s Mate. He held the Surgeoncy 
for less than six months, dying on ist July, 1726. 

Matthew Lindsay went out in 1825 as Surgeon of the Marl- 
borough. On i8th June, 1726, Ramsay having been iU and unfit 
for duty for some time, he was appointed Surgeon’s Mate at 
Fort St. George, and on Ramsay’s death became Second Surgeon. 
He died at Madras on 22nd Aug., 1730. 

Nathaniel Barlow appears to have reached Madras early in 

1728, for in April of that year he was promised the next vacancy 
as Surgeon there. From Madras he went to Calcutta, but re- 
turned towards the end of 1729, being appointed Second Surgeon 
from 25th Nov., 1729, vice Pichier deceased,. He appears to have 
held the post for twenty years, for in the list of 1749 his name is 
stiU shoA\’n as First Surgeon. In the list of 1754 his name does 
not appear. In the lists of European inhabitants of Fort St. 
George, entered at the end of the Cons, for each year, among the 
names of married women that of his wife, Margaret Barlow, 
appears for eleven years, from Dec., 1730, to Dec., 1740. She 
went home on the Nottingham on 21st Sept., 1741. It seems that 
she died at home, and before long Barlow remarried, for among 
tiie names of married women that of Ann Barlow is entered from 
Dec., 1743, to Dec., 1745. 

Robert Douglas was appointed Surgeon at the West Coast 
...^encoolen) on 13th June, 1726. He returned to Madras early 

* May, 1720. 
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in 1728, but had to rejoin at Bencoolen almost at once. ,The 
Cons., of 15th April, 1728, state that Mr. Deschamps, the Surgeon 
at Bencoolen, being very iU, Mr. Douglas, who had just come from 
that station, was persuaded to go back there, being promised 
the same diet allowance as the “ youngest member of Council, 
and the succession to the next vacancy at Fort St. George, after 
Barlow. The Cons, of 24th Aug., 1730, record that the President, 
George Morton Pitt, proposed the appointment of Mr. Thriepland, 
who had served for a long time at Fort St, David (since 22nd Feb., 
1726), Douglas put in a petition that he had gone back fq the 
West Coast, in the previous year, on the promise of the next 
vacancy, after Barlow, at Fort St. George. It was determined 
to appoint Douglas, for the time being, and to refer the matter 
home for final orders. A Despatch from Court, dated iith Feb., . 
^ 73 o/ 3 i> confirmed Douglas, with the promise of the next vacancy 
to Threipland. The latter did not live to claim' the fulfilment of 
this promise, dying at Fort St. David in 1732. Douglas went 
home on the Wager on 6th Feb., 

Another medical ofiicer with the same surname, , William 
Douglas, was serving at the same time. He is mentioned as 
going home sick on the GodolpMn in 1735, and was reappointed 

^irgedfa^*’. ^ate in Cons, of loth Aug., 1738. /- - 

" Agreed also Douglas' who return’d hither on the 

Wager be restor’d to his fornlei”i»T^ion of Surgeon’s Mate of the Hospital, 
and that HV Robert Turin, who has officiated very diligently in that 
Capacity during the others Absence as well as for some time before at 
Fort St. David do continue to act as another Mate at the allowance of ten. 
Pagodas p*^ Month, for that it has always been usual to have tvvo Mates 
here when we could get proper Persons, that the present Sickly Season 
requires it ; and that we may not be in want of a Person of that Pro- . 
fession to supply any Vacancy that may happen at the Subordinate 
Settlements." 

A Despatch from Court, dated 7th March, 1741/42, orders 
that William Douglas is to succeed as Surgeon in the next vacancy 
after William Belsches. Douglas did not live to succeed to 
the place. He seems to have died in 1744 ; a letter from Bengal, 
dated 31st Dec., 1744, reports that a bill had been drawn for 
;f494 I2S. 6 d., on account of the estate of the late Dr. Wmiani 
Douglas. 

Andrew Munro achieved a higher reputation than any otlic* 
medical ofiicer who served on the Coast prior to 1760. He was 
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■ appointed Surgeon’s Mate at Fort St. George about Sept., 1724, 
and Surgeon at Fort St. David, vice Gray, gone to Bengal, on 
22nd Sept., 1733. In Feb., 1741/42, he succeeded Robert Douglas 
as Surgeon at Fort St. George, and held the post for over fifteen 
years. In 1754 he served as Mayor of Madras. The Cons, of 
6th May, 1754, contain a complaint, signed by William Perceval 
and eighteen other civilians, against Munro, and his Mate, William 
Stewart, of having insulted James Alexander. Both Munro and 
Stewart were ordered by the Council to make a public apology, 
which they did. The complaint and the orders upon it are given 
at length by Love (Vol. II, p. 456). Further on (Vol. II, p. 488) 
Love quotes a letter, dated 26th Oct., 1755, from Robert Orme, 
then a Member of Council at Madras, to John Payne, a Director 
and afterwards Chairman of the Company, in which Orme says 
of Perceval’s action against Munro — 

" He has no degree of Abilities, and his Signing a Paper against M' 
Munro, the Physician who had raised. him from the Grave, gives me no 
Opinion of the Niceness of his Sentiments.” 

The Cons, of 23rd March, 1756, note that Munro resigned the 
office of alderman, 'on account of ill-health. Those of 28th Dec. 
of the same year note his retirement from the post of Surgeon, 
■■ and his appointment as Physician to the Company, apparently 
a sinecure. 

" Cons., 28*^ Dec., 1756. The President informs the Board that M' 
Andrew Mumo had been to acquaint him that his Age and great Infirmities 
had render’d him quite unable to go thro’ the Fatigue of the Surgeon’s 
employ ; That, being desirous of giving all the Assistance in his Power, 
he often went abroad when he was more indisposed than many ,of his 
Patients ; and that he found himself so little able to do the duty necessary 
at the Hospital that he was obliged, for the good of the People, to make 
known his infirmities. 

" The President adds that, upon M' Munro’s leaving him, he had 
thought of writing for Wilsson, who is the next Surgeon, and now at 
Trichinopoly, to come hither to supply his Place ; to give Mr Munro 
Liberty to retire from all Business, and to continue to him his Salary. 
But considering afterwards the g;reat merit of this Gentleman, the many 
Obligations the Inhabitants owe to him, and the great Opinion most of 
the Gentlemen in the Settlement have of his Abilities, He thought some- 
- thing more should be done for ’him as a Reward for his past Services, and 
that the Town should not be deprived of the Advice of so able a Man. He 
proposes and requests of the Board that they will call up one of the other 
Smgeons to assist M 5 Turing in the-Hospital, and that Munro may 
■"’Be appointed the Company’s Physician at this Settlement. * * * And 
that the Cortipany may be address’d On this subject. Requesting their 
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Confirmation hereof, and a suitable Addition to -his Salary, All which the 
Board unanimously agree to.” * 


Munro s resignation of the post of Surgeon, llis appointment 
as Physician, and Wilsoh^s appointment to succeed Munro as 
Surgeon, were reported in a letter from Fort St. George, dated, 
6th June, 1757, para. 51. Munro died at Madras, with over 
thirty-three years’ service, on 26th Oct., 1757. 

The name of his wife, Frances Mary Munro, appears for the 
first time in Dec., 1742. In Dec., 1752, the names of four of his 
children are given, Robert Duncan, Hugh John, Margaret Aurora, 
and Katherine. The last-named was sent home on the Delaware 
m Oct., 1753- Robert’s name is dropped out in 1755, apparently 
he also was sent home. All four are mentioned in Munro’s uoll. 


Ill Dec., I 757 r f^he name of Mary Munro appears among those of 
. vddows residing at Madras, the name of one child only, Margaret, 
being also given. Mrs. Munro survived till 1771- 

From 1743 to 1745 another Andrew Munro, a ship captain, 
is shoAvn as one of the seafaring men who made Madras their 
eadquarters. Dr. Andrew Munro proved his will on 22nd Feb. 
^747/48, so pfbBa' 5 Jy they were related to each other. 

Robert ^'iiican Madras as a Writer ii 

free Merc^l. in > M' .Waiiam pougfeg- who return’d hither on the 
Roben^^^ d to his formef Sm'fion of Surgeon’s Mate of the Hospital, 
in Abertfj Robert Turin, who has officiated very diligently in that 
- -p- I others Absence as well as for some time before at 

do continue to act as another Mate at the allowance of ten 
, ^ P onth, for that it has always been usual to have two Mates 

Persons, that the present Sickly Season 
of a Person of that Pro- 
Settlements^*''^^ ^ Vacancy that may happen at the Subordinate 


A Despatch from Court, dated 7th March, 1741/42, orders 
at Wilham Douglas is to succeed as Surgeon in the next vacancy 
a ter William Belsches. Douglas did not live to succeed to 
the place. He seems to have died in 1744 ; a letter from Bengal, 
dated 31st Dec., 1744, reports that a bill had been drawn for 

M 94 X 2 S. 6d., on account of the estate of the late Dr. William 
Douglas. 

i^^ew Munro achieved a higher reputation tlian anjTotheFv^ 
medical officer who served on the Coast prior to 1760. He was 
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30th Aug., 1773, Edward Saunders, who was a Member of tlie 
Madras Council in 1790, and from 1794 to 1799 ; and Robert, 
bom 17th April, 1760, died witliout issue 5th June, 1801. 

Another Robert Turing, presumably a relation — ^lie cannot 
hay^been the son bom in 1760 — served as a medical officer in 
"Madras from 1765 to 1788. He put in his whole service in militar3^ 
employment, retiring on i6th Feb., 1788, when holding the post 
of- Head Surgeon at Masulipatam. This may have been Sir 
Robert Turing, sixth baronet, who was the son of Sir Alexander, 
fourth baronet, elder brother of the first Surgeon Robert Turing. 
Sir Robert was baptised on 25th Feb., 1745, succeeded his brother. 
Sir Inglis, fifth baronet, in 1791, and died, leaving no male issue, 
on 2ist Oct., 1831. The dates fit in well enough with those in 
the life of the younger Surgeon Robert Turing, but Burke makes 
no mention of the sixth baronet having served in Madras. 

A Letter from Court, dated 21st March, 1739, orders that 
employment ashore should be found for William Belsches, late 
Surgeon of the Winchester, who had lost a leg at Canton. On 
iith Sept., 1740, he was posted to Fort William, but did not 
remain .there long. A General Letter from Fort St. George, 
dated 4th Feb., 1741/42, notes in para. 47 his appointment to 
Fort St. David, vice Andrew Munro, who relieved Robert Douglas 
at Fort St. George. In Jan., 1746/47, he was appointed to act 
also as agent for the sick and wounded of His Majesty’s Squadron. 
In that capacity he seems to have got into trouble over his 
accounts in Nov., 1749. He resigned on 12th Feb., 1749/50. 
The Cons, of 24th Oct., 1754, record that Belsches executed a 
covenant as a free merchant. He is shown as a resident of 
Madras in Dec., 1755, when it is noted that he came out in the 
London on 17th Aug., 1750, and in Dec., 1756. In 1757 his 
name is omitted. 

Bengal. — ^William James went out as Surgeon of the Bouverte 
in Jan., 1709/10, and was appointed Surgeon to Fort William 
in Jan., 1710/11. He was chosen to accompany Surman’s Em- 
bassy to Delhi. No record appears to have been preserved of the 
reason why he did not go, but left the appointment, with its 
chances of fame and fortune, to William Hamilton. He went 
home in Feb., 1712/13. 

-- ' Richard Harvey arrived at Calcutta as Surgeon to the Recovery 
in Jan., 1711/12, and was appointed Surgeon to the settlement 
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a year later, when James went Ih 'e. . In 1720 he acted as -paire 
in addition to his medical duti^,F A General Letter from Fort 
William, dated 28th Dec., 1720, states in para. 126 — 

" Gave D' Harvey for officiating when had no Minister 400 Rup® as 
p. Consultation 1st ffebruary.” ' 

' He retired early in 1729. 

Oliver Coult came out to India as Surgeon of the Halifax in 
March, 1708/09. This vessel was at Madras for great part of 
the year 1711. The Madras Cons, of 12th April, 1711, contain 
a petition from Coult against the Commander, Captain Hudson, 
whom he accused of iUtreating him. On 7th May he was ordered 
to go on board and rejoin his duty. On 20th Sept, he complained 
that the captain would not allow him to go on board, and asked 
leave to go to Bengal and thence home to Europe. He \yas 
appointed surgeon at Fort William on 7th Sept., 1713, taking 
the place of Hamilton, appointed to accompany the mission to 
Delhi. A General Letter from Fort William, dated 13th Sept., 
1716, states in para. 93 — 

" Will dismiss D* Hamilton when he returns from Court, likely he will 
stay after ii^Surman, but beg to keep D' Harvey he and Coult<. often 
sick tho most ; necessary to have two or it will cost many a Jmans 
life ca^^'^it any out of the Ships to equal D' Harveys skill and care.” 

In Vpite of his ill-health, Coult spent twenty years in India. 
Like Harvey, he retired early in 1729. A Fort William General 
Letter, of 2nd Feb., 1728/29, reports — 

*' Messrs Coult and Harvey return to England on the Walpole and 
Stretham, M*^ Littlejohn Surgeon returns his Thanlra for the Companys 
Favour.” 

For some time, in 1712-14, there were tluree surgeons on the 
Fort William estabhshment : first James, Hamilton, and Harvey ; 
.later Hamilton, Harvey, and Coult. Two of these three formed 
the regular medical staff ; the third, first James, then Hamilton, 
was a supernumerary for the Embassy. Fort William General 
Letter of 3rd Dec., 1713, states — 

Para. 136. " Before Coult arriv'd had entertained two Surgeons, 

vizt Hamilton and Rich^ Harvey, both comended. . ' — 

Para. 137. ” D' Coult also commended pray may keep all in case of 
mortality, should send one wth Iffie present to the Mogul!.” 
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Robert Broadfoot came out in 1712, as Surgeon’s Mate, as 
stated in para, no of a General Letter of i8tli Jaii., 1722/23 — ; 

• " M* Robert Broadfoot sent out in 1712 Surgeons Mate commended* 
pray he may be made Doctor on the first Vacancy." 

This vacancy did not occur till 1729, when he became full 
Surgeon, with seventeen years’ service. He returned home early 
in 1738, as reported in two letters from Fort William, dated 
14th Nov., and 31st Dec., I737* 

" xj^fhNov., 1737. Several Persons urged a very great Necessity for 
Remittances, particularly Littlejohn who Designs home, have indulged 
them, M' Broadfoot was persuaded not to Remit his whole Fortune now 
assuring him it should be no Disadvantage to him." 

" 3isf Dec., 1737. D' Alexander Littlejohn and M' Robert Broadfoot 
going home this Year." 

When Oliver Coult and Harvey went home, in the beginning of 
1729, Alexander Littlejohn was -appointed Surgeon, along with 
Robert Broadfoot. He retired at the same time as Broadfoot, 
early in 1738. 

Robert Coult was recommended to succeed to the next 
vacancy as Surgeon, after Alexander Orme, in a General Letter 
•from Fort William dated 26th Feb., 1731/32. Another letter of 
28th Dec., 1735, states — 

" Shall comply wth the Order about M' Robert Coult’s Nominate to 
the first Vacancy of Surgeon and Orme to be next." 

He appears to have remained as Surgeon’s Mate for at least 
five years, not getting promotion till 1738. A letter of 15th Jan., 
1737/38, reports— 

" Messrs Littlejohn and Broadfoot have laid down the Service . . . 

" Mr. Robert Coult succeeds to be Surgeon to the Factory to the 
General Satisfaction, Geo Gray is entertained also request another 
Cossimbuzar requires attendance of one." 

His retirement is reported in a Bengal General Letter of 
i8th Jan., 1741/42. 

" M*^ Robert Coult Resigned his Station of Cliief Surgeon y® 17^*'- 
December, on accoimt of his 111 State of Health goes to Madras. M' 
George Gray of course succeeds him as Chief Surgeon and M' William 
Lyndsay is appointed Second Surgeon." 
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.Coult apparently did not return to England for another year. 
The Fort William Cons, of 3rd Jah., 1742/43, mention him as 
paying ninety-six rupees for a passage home on the Houghton. 

Alexander Orme, father of Robert Orme the historian, came 
out as an adventurer about 1686. He was admitted-- 4 :o- 4 :h^ 
Bombay service as a Surgeon and served at Anjengo in 1707, 
where he was afterwards chief. In 1712 he is shown in the list 
of seafaring men, not constant residents, at Madras. A Bombay 
General Letter of 28th Dec., 1721, states in para. 8g — 

" M' Alexander Orme entertain’d Sen' Merchant, & sent 2“^ to An- • 
jengo.” 

Soon afterwards he was promoted to be chief of that factory. 
Another Bombay General Letter of 30th Sept., 1728, reports in- 
para. no that, in obedience to orders from home, he had been 
removed from that post. Another letter of 22nd Jan., 1730/31, 
states that his house at Anjengo had been bought for 5000 fanams 
(about 120 pagodas, or 420 rupees) for a hospital, in para. 83. 
and in para. 96 that he had gone to reside in Bengal. In 1731 
he was appointed to succeed to the next vacancy as Surgeon at 
Fort William ; but no vacancy occurred for several years, and, as 
noted above, Robert Coult was put over him.in 1.735.- Tlie register 
of St. Anne’s Church, Calcutta, records his burial on 19th April, 1736. 

George Gray first came out to Ma,dras, and was appointed 
Surgeon to Fort St. Da-vid on loth April, 1732: On 14th Sept., 
1733, he resigned, and, going to Bengal, was appointed Surgeon 
to the Factory at Kasimbazar. St. Anne’s register records his 
marriage to Isabella Grayham on 21st Jan,, 1733/34, and the 
baptism of his son George on ist Sept., 1737. When Littlejohn 
and Broadfoot went home, early in 1738, he, was appointed 
Second Surgeon at Fort William, and succeeded Robert Coult as 
Chief Surgeon on 17th Dec., 1741. In 1753. he held the office 
of Alderman of Calcutta. His son George was nominated as a 
vTiter in 1755, the Cons, of 4th Aug., 1755, note his arrival on 
the Hardwicke, and order' him to be posted to the secretary’s 
office. He was one of three writers who were granted two years’ 
extra rank and standing for good service in the siege of Calcutta. 
Both the Grays, father and son, were taken prisoner when the 
fort was captured, but escaped, and joined the other refugees at 
Fulta. Dr. Gray’s second wife, and their infant son Charles, 
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were also among the refugees there. Gray resigned on 3rd March, 
1760, and went home with his family in the Duke of Dorset. 
The Gentleman’s Magazine for April, 1781', records his death at 
Huntington, in Scotland, on 26th March, 1781. He seems to have 
deal of money in Bengal. The Cons, of 31st March, 
1748, note that he paid Rs.20,000 into the Treasury, at interest. 
Those of 29th Aug., 1748, state that he deposited Rs.8720 at 
interest, and those of 20th March, 1748/49, that he tendered an 
interest note for Rs.32,838, and drew out Rs.4000 thereof. 

George Gray, junior, was appointed Resident at Cuttack in 
the Cons, of 3rd July, 1758, when John Bristow was removed 
from that appointment. He was subsequently Resident at Malda, 
and was promoted from that station to the Bengal Council^ 
taking his seat on 'i6th Feb., 1765, with less than ten years’ 
service. When Clive arrived and took up the Governorship of 
Bengal,, for the second time, on 3rd May, 1765, he at once took 
up the question of reforming the Civil Service, a task in which 
he met with great opposition from the Council. Ralph Leicester 
and George Gray seem to have been the two who were most 
violent and most prominent in their opposition to Clive's pro- 
posed reforms. Gray handed, in his resignation at the meeting 
-oLCouncil held on nth Nov., 1765, and asked for a passage home 
on the Grenville. He finally left the Service on 29th Jan., 1766. 

The autograph signatures of George Gray and of William 
Fullerton may be seen in the India Office on a document con- 
tained in Vol. I, 1718-71, of the Bengal Muster RoUs, entitled 
" Account of the Military sent into the Hospital, their Disorders, 
when enter’d, discharged, died, or when run, July ist to December 
30th, 1752.” George Gray is written in a large, open, upright 
round hand ; Wm. Fullerton in a large, closely-packed hand, 
sloping to the right. 

John Zephaniah HolweU came out to Bengal in 1732. His 
career is related in the following chapter. 

William Lindsay was Surgeon of the Marlborough in 1729, 
and of the Wager from 1735 to 1738. From the latter ship he 
was appointed Surgeon’s Mate in Calcutta in 1738. A Bengal 
General Letter of loth Dec., 1738, reports — 

A Surgeon being requested 15**^ Jaiuy 1737 presume The Company 
have appointed one. This Year M' William Lindsay arrived who is well 
known in the Place and One who will give great Satisfaction in that 
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Profession, he is permitted to reside in Calcutta and they recommend him 
to the Comp® for the next Vacancy." 

As noted above, he became second Surgeon when Robert 
Coult retired on 17th Dec., 1741. He died of fever in Calcutta., 
on 27th July, 1749. - ■ 

John Knox, senior, appears to have first come out to India 
about 1725, for in 1755 he is said to have been. thirty years in the' 
service. ' This long period he seems to have spent, partly serving 
as an Assistant Surgeon, partly in commercial speculations. In 
1750 he was appointed .by the President, Adam Dawson, to succeed 
Holwell as Surgeon, as reported in para. 81 of a Letter from Bengal, 
dated 23rd Aug., 1750. 

Para. 80. " On 30^*1 April IVF John Zephaniah Holwell requested per- 
mission to Resign the Service, w** agreed to." ^ ' 

Para. 81. “ Same time Fullerton requested to Succeed M* Holwell, 
agreeable to Compy's Recommendation Anno 1744, when the President 
proposed JILJohn Knox, but the majority not approve him the Vacancy 
was not filld till the id*** Inst when the President looking upon himself to 
have a Right in Choice and Appointment of a Doctor, thought proper to 
order M' Knox Surgeon of this Settlement; whereupon Messrs Fytche, . 
Cruttenden, Watts,' and/Burrow ent^ some Minu.tes as p. Consl. that day 
as is also Burrows Letter.” . ^ 

The dispute to whether Knox or, Fullerton should succeed 
Holwell is recpfded at length in the Cons, of i6th Aug., 1750. 
There were' present in Council Adam Dawson, the President, 
William Fytche, Major John HoUond, Roger Drake, Edward 
Holden Cruttenden, William Watts, and Thomas Burrow. One 
member, James Blackford, was absent. Burrow strongly opposed 
the President's nomination of Knox ; Fytche, Cruttenden, and 
Watts supported Burrow ; HoUohd and Drake said nothing. 

" The President acquaints the Board that he ■ ^hin'ka proper to order 

John ICnox to succeed M' Holwell as Surgeon of this Factory he 
having served the Company many years both here and at Cossimbuzar. 

" M* Thomas Burrow desires to make a Minute that 'the President’s , 
directing the Secretary (after the Minutes made by Messieurs Fytche, 
Cruttenden, Watts, and himself) ‘ that he acquaints the Board that he 
thinks proper to Order M* Knox to succeed ’ appears to him a thing 
unprecedented and destructive of the Priviledges of this Board. He 
therefore thinks that -the same should be rendred of no Effect and •that 
as the Honble Company has recommended M* Fullerton and the 
of tlie Board does approve of him, therefore M^ Fullerton be appointed 
and that the Buxey be ordered not to pay M^ ICnbx." 
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A Despatch from Court, dated 28th Nov., 1750, ordered the 
appointment of Fullerton in Holwell’s place, and a letter from. 
Bengal of 20th Aug.,- 1751, reports- in para. 115 that this order 
has been carried out. So Knox lost the post, apparently after 
^''>.ung held it for a year. 

Two Assistant Surgeons of the name of John Knox, perhaps 
father and son, are shoum as Surgeons’ Mates, in Calcutta, in the 
lists of 1749 and 1754. Both were present in Calcutta at the time 
of the siege and capture in 1756, when it is mentioned that Dr. 
Knox’s house was burned. Both are entered , in Captain Mills’ 
list of inhabitants of Calcutta at the time of the siege. In. re- 
ferences in tlie public records of the time the}?^ are sometimes, 
but not always, distinguished as senior and junior. Fort William 
Cons, of 17th April, 1750, mention pa5TOent of head-money to 
Alexander Knox, Surgeon of the Lapwing. 

John ICnox, senior, was sometimes knovm as Pahra Knox, 
probably a corruption of Patna Knox, as he seems to have served 
for some time at Patna. On 27th Aug., 1750, he was granted an 
interest note for Rs.2000. On ist April, 1751, he paid six 
months’ rent, due from 5th Sept, for his arrack farm. On nth 
. March, 1754, he was confirmed as Assistant Surgeon, in place of 
' Inglis, gone home on the Falmouth.* A Bengal Letter of 8th Dec., 
1755, reports in para. 113 the return of Inghs. 

" SI' Inglis Surgeon return’d and restored, M' John Knox Sen' con- 
tinued as Assistant in the Hospital, is recommended having been 30 years 
in the Service.” 

The Fort William Cons, of 29th Jan., 1757, note his appoint- 
ment as Company’s Cooper. Those of 25th March, 1757, record' 
that John Knox, senior, -vw!! be permitted to succeed to any 
vacancy that may happen. The next vacancy in the Medical 
Department at Calcutta was caused by his own death there on 
5th Feb., 1758. 

Jolm Knox, junior, though sertdng as an Assistant Surgeon 
from time to time, appears to have earned his li\dng cliiefly as a 
supercargo and as a contractor. Fort William Cons, of 2nd Jan., 
1751/52, note the payment to him of the balance of an interest 
note for 1^.1580. The Tellicherri Cons, 'of 5th to loth Dec., 
—1755, contain accounts of a dispute between him and the . native: 

• See Chap. XVIII, Pay. 

H.I.M.S. — ^\fOL. I. 
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merchants at Calicut about the sale of cotton and opium.* Fort 
William Cons, of 13th Nov., 1758, contain an offer from him of 
teak for sale. Those of 24th Dec., 1761 , grant him the contract for 
victualling troops in the field. Those of i8th Oct., 1762, contain a 
certificate from him that, \yhen Calcutta was taken and -san^d.. 
in 1756 there were in his house ninety-seven chests of opium^ 
belonging to Mr. Van Staaden.' 

The Calcutta Gazette of 19th Oct., 1815, records the death of 
the widow of Dr. Knox as follows ; — 

" On the I current, Knox, aged 74 years. She is the last of 
those who survived the horrid scene of the Black Hole in 1756. ' She was 
at that time fourteen years of age, and the wife of a Doctor Knox. The 
day before she died, she went out to take an airing in her palankeen, and 
preserved her faculties entire to the last.” 

She appears to have been the wife of the younger Knox. 
Among the refugees at Fulta in 1756 was Ehzabeth, wife of the 
elder Dr. Knox, with two children, Elizabeth and Mary. The 
Christian name of the lady who died in 1815 is not stated ; but 
if she was seyenty-four in 1815, she was only fifteen in 1756, and^ 
could hardly Ifeye had two children. , No other Mrs. Knox is 
shown in the lists of jEjuropeans in Calcutta in 1756, but she 
may have married Knox, junior, after the"*siege> 'Sj!res-.wiay ' 
have been in Calcutta at the time of the siege and capture in 
1756, but she was certainly not one of the survivors of the Black 
Hole. \ 

William FuUertonVas serving in Calcutta in.1750 as Surgeon's. 
Mate. From the entry of 23rd Aug., 1750, he seems to have 
first come out in 1744. His adventurous career is related in a 
subsequent chapter. 

Even in the first decade of the eighteenth century we read 
of the payment of doctors’ bills in Calcutta, which looks as if 
there were then private practitioners in the settlement. Probably, 
however, the doctor, payment of whose bill is mentioned, was 
the Surgeon of an Indiaman. The Cons, of 3rd Nov., I 709 » 
contain the follo\ving entry : — 

** Blount brought in a Doctor’s bill paid by M'® Waldo for attend- 
ance and physic to her husband in his sickness, our' Doctor being sick a 
that time. Ordered that the Buxie pay the same.” __J — 

• M.P.L., Nos. 945, 951, 965-69, of 5th to loth Deer., 1755 ; TeUicJien\ 
Cons., Vol. XIII, pp. 71-84, 
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The Buxie means the Bakshi, or paymaster. In 1713 and 
1717 pajnnents to the Surgeons of Chandannagar and Chinsura 
were made. 

"Cons., 3rd March, 1712/13. M' Edmund Mason, one of the Hon'’^® 
Company’s servants having been sick for some time when both Doctors 
were up the Country with the Govemour which obliged him to make use 
of a French Doctor whose bill he now delivered in amounting to Rup® 
Madrass 34. Ordered that it be paid by M' Williamson Buxey.” 

" Cons,, 18th Jan., 1716/17. Mf Thomas Cooke having had a severe fitt 
of Sickness which seized him at Hugly when sent up to weigh and receive 
Salt Petre from the merchants it was bought off, which Sickness kept him 
long there in great danger of his Life, and being under the Necessity of 
seeking relief from the Dutch Doctor and such other physicians as resided 
at Hugly because we could not spare any from hence to attend him. He 
was at 45 Rupees twelve Annaes charge upon that Account which is not 
unreasonable Therefore Agreed That that sume be paid by John 
Deane Buxey and Charged in his Account of Generali Charges." 

In the latter part of the seventeenth century Surgeons had 
been posted to several of the out-factories in the Madras 
Presidency, Masulipatam, MadapoUam, and Vizagapatam, as 
well as to Fort St. David. In Bombay, Surat had always had 
a Surgeon ; and early in the eighteenth century medical officers 
were also posted to Anjengo and Tellicherri. The Bengal 
■ 'factories outside Calcutta do not appear to have had a Surgeon 
on their staff till about 1720. In the Fort William Cons, of 
6th May, 1723, is entered an account from Anjengo of a mutiny 
on board the John and, Mary, when her captain, Marmaduke 
Crofton, and his officers were murdered ; the report of the 
inquiry is signed by Mr. James Salisbiuy, Captain William Shot- 
bolt, and Dr. John Hunter, aU of Anjengo, and forwarded by 
Alexander Orme, Chief of Anjengo. Six months later the same 
Cons., on i8th Nov., 1723, mention letters brought to Calcutta 
from Kasimbazar by Dr. Hunter, .-who was then apparently 
stationed at that factory. A letter from Bengal, dated gth Feb., 
1744/45, mentions the pa3mient of £435 on account of the estate 
of Dr. Jolm Hunter. George Gray was posted as Surgeon to 
Kasimbazar, on his transfer from Madras in 1733, and spent five 
years there, till he was transferred to Calcutta in 1738. In the 
Cons, of 18th Aug., 1740, Dr. Daniel Mahony is mentioned as 
Surgeon at Kasimbazar, sending a report about palace intrigues 
at Murshidabad. ^ The Cons, of 26th June, I 727 > the 

doctor at Dakka, whose name is not given, had sent a Mr. Birkhead 
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'doATO sick to Calcutta. In the Cons, of 15th May, 1738, is a 
petition stating that John Coleman, Surgeon at Dakka, had died 
there lately intestate. HolweU also served for a short time as 
Surgeon of the Factory at Dakka in 1736. Com. of 24th June, 
1745, record a pa5unent made to Dr. Knox at Patna. -'JSrie.x had 
also served at Kasimbazar. Cons, of 17th Oct.,^1726, in a list 
of free merchants in Calcutta, include the name of a Dr. Smith, 
who had taken 'out indentures at Madras. 

The Fort William Cons, of i8th Nov., 1742, contain an order 
that aU Company’s servants are entitled to free medical attendance, 
except venereal cases. 

The Co 7 is. of 22nd Dec., 1740, record that Robert Coult paid 
into the Company’s cash Rs. 5000, and got bills payable to 
Alexander Littlejohn for £562 los. ; and those of 22nd Dec., 1748, 
note that biUs of exchange for £398 15s. were granted to George 
Gray, in favour of Robert Coult. Littlejohn had been succeeded 
by Robert Coult as Surgeon of Calcutta, in Jan., 1737/38. Gray 
at the same time became second 'Surgeon, and succeeded Coult 
as chief Surgeon in Dec., 1741. Possibly these payments, made 
by Coult and Gray to their predecessors, were for their practices. 
On the other hand, they may have been the price of houses and 
furniture, or may have been quite unconn^cled-Avith. their- 
appointments. 

The oldest list extant of - the Company’s medical officers, 
serving in India is dated 1749, and is preserved in the Record 
Department of the India Office, where it may be found in Home 
Series, Miscella^ieous, Vol. LXXVIII, pp. 53-55. It appears to 
have been compiled bjf some official in the East India House in 
1749 or 1750, and to have been kept up to date for some years, at 
least up to 1754, by marginal notes on the left-hand side. Another 
list, dated 1754, is entered as pp. 69-71 of the same volume; 
this list contains no notes of later date. 

The list of 1749 is printed below. The names of Giindall 
and HolweU, with the notes on GrindaU and Lightfoot, have been 
struck out, in the original, by dra^ving a pen through them. 
Below the name of Andrew Munro an entry, presumably the name 
of another Surgeon, has been erased so thoroughly that no trace 
of it, except the mark of erasmre on the paper, remains. The 
entry " Q.D.” against Barlow’s name is hard to understandT^ 
perhaps it means " Query Dead ? ” 
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LIST OF SURGEONS IN INDIA IN 1749. 

India Office, Home Series, Miscellaneous, Vol. LXXVIII, pp. 53-55. 
Fort St. David and Subordinates. 


Come home 
-Surgeon at Fort St. 
' Geo. 


Was at Bata. Come 
home. 


Come home 
Q. D. . 


Fort St. Geo. . 


Dead 


Did not go 


Sent to Bengal 1753 


William Belsches 
Robert Turing 

Richard Gtindall 


John Sheaf 


John Page 


^ Nathaniel Barlow \ 
1 Andrew Munro J 
(A name rubbed out, 
and quite illegible.) 
James Wilson at Fort 
St. David 


William Massey 
Thomas Bangley 
Saul Hencock 
Samuel Hamilton 
James Munro pr. last 
accounts at Deve- 
cottah. 


Peter de Wendeler 


John Taylor 


Surgeon. 

and do., per Genl. Lre. from St. 
David, 22 Feb. 1748. 

To be Assistant Surgeon at St. 
David or Madras, to succeed 
at first at either after Mr. Munro 
and Stephen Lightfopt per 
Company’s Genl. Lre. 22nd 
March 1749* N.B. Lightfoot 
died at Dacca in September 
1749. 

Appointed to succeed Mr, Bel- 
sches, per Company’s Genl, 
Lre. 7th May 1746. He is not 
to be found on y® registers. - 

To be employed where wanted and 
approved of, per Company’s 
Genl. Lre. 12th January 1749. 

Surgeon at Madras. 

Do. 

■ Do. Deve Cotah, 

appointed to be employed p. 
Compn’s Genl. Lre. 27th Jan- 
uary 1748. 

Surgeon’s Mates at St. David in 
1748. 

Appointed p. Order Court loth 
February 1747 to be employed 
at either of ye Three head Settle- 
ments if tiiey stand in need of 
one p. his Lre. to Mr. Willm. 
Wood, dated 20th October 
1748, writes he is entertained p. 
Govr. & Council St. David 
Surgeon at Vizagapatam. 

To succeed to the first vacancy 
that shall happen after all 
former orders for the succes- 
sion of other persons are com- 
ply with. 

To be employed as surgeon as 
above. 


Come home 1730 


Come home 1754 


Bengai.. 


George Gray 
John Zephaniah Hol- 
well. 

William Fullerton 

Owen Jones, Mate 
at Calcutta. 

John Knox, Senr. 
Christopher Irwin 
John Knox, Jnnr, 


Surgeons. 

To succeed p. Compa.’s Genl. Lre. 
25th hlarch 1748. 

Surgeons, inhabitants of Calcutta 
who don't appear to have the 
Company’s Licence. 


ISO HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

LIST OF SURGEONS IN INDIA IN {continued). 

Bengai; — {continued). 

Come home . . John Page Vee Fort St. David.’ , 

Went in 1753 . . John Taylor To be employed as Surgeon where 

wanted and approved when 
those’ recommended before him _ 
have been provided for. ' ' 

Bombay. 

Gilbert Mathison ? „ 

Humphry Thomson) Surgeons. 

Harriett Do, Surat. 

John Hardcastle Do. Gombroon. 

William Gill Do. Tellicherry. ' 

Dead I2tli May 1750 John Mackenzie Do, Anjengo and succeeded 

by John Hardcastle, see An- 
jengo Lre. January 1750. 

Bencooben. 

Wooton Braham Surgeon. 

Edmund Pratt Mate. 

Q. whether at Subo . Gray. • 

Dead . . . Benja. Greenhall 3rd do. 

St. Helena. 

Ordered home 1753 I Samuel Falconer I Surgeon. 

Gone to Benco . | James Stevenson I Mate. 

Lists are given below of the officers who held the appointment 
of Surgeon at the three Presidency towns, from near the beginning 
of the eighteenth century up to about 1770. They carry on the 
lists given in the chapters on the early history of the three Presi- 
dencies. The lists are, of course, imperfect, especially as regards 
dates. They do not include the names of men appointed as 
Surgeon’s Mates, who never rose to the rank of full Surgeon; 
nor of those Surgeons, towards the end of the period, who spent 
all their service in the army, or at the factories subordinate to 
the respective Presidency towns. 

After the formation of the regular Service, ■ these appoint- 
ments as Surgeon, or, as they were often called, of Head Surgeon, 
at the Presidency to^vn, were considered, both in rank and in 
pay, the most important posts in the Medical Department. 
Some officers, indeed, preferred to remain at subordinate factones, 
e.g. after the murder of Crooke at Patna in 1763, the three senior 
Surgeons outside Calcutta, Francis Russell at Dakka, William 
Fullerton at Patna, and John Da-vidson at Chittagong, alLdedJSg^ 
the offer of his post as Head Surgeon in Calcutta ; the post being 
given in the end to James Ellis. Fullerton had aheady held 
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the appointment for ten years, 1751-60, and had voluntarily 
resigned it ; Davidson accepted it later, in 1766. 

Thomas Lithan, Surgeon to the Resident at Murshidabad, 
also declined the succession to Calcutta in his turn, when BagnaU 
resigned in Dec., 1769, Chandler then getting the post. 

These Head Surgeons at the Presidency towns gradually de- 
veloped into administrative officers, and in 1786 into the Medical 
Board. Only one of those whose names are included in these lists, 
James EUis, in Calcutta, remained in the service so late as 1786, 
when he became the first President of the Calcutta Medical Board. 

There were usually two full Surgeons at each Presidency town, 
though on several occasions one of the posts seems to have been 
left vacant for considerable periods. There were usually also two 
or more Surgeons’ Mates, the number varying from time to time. 
In Calcutta the number of full Surgeons was raised from two to 
! four, in the Cons, of 4th April, 1763 j and, by the appointment of 
supernumeraries, in 1765-66 there seem to have been as many as six. 


LIST OF SURGEONS, BOMBAY, 1720-70. 


Name. 

Date of Appointment. 

•Crawford, James . 
DeChamps, Augustin 

Nov,, 1718 

1st July, 1720 

Doubleau, Peter . 
Hamilton, Charles. 
Ashby, John 

Mann, John . 
Tomlin, William . 

3rd Nov., 1720 

23rd Jan., 1721/22 
5th July, 1723 

5th May, 1726 
i6th April, 1728 

Moorci Thomas 

1st April, 1731 

Compton, Henry . 

2nd June, 1731 

Neilson, John . . 

Weston, Michael . 

9th March, 1732/33 
5th Oct,, 1737 

Matthison, Gilbert 

Aug., 1746 

Pickering, — • 

1747 (?) . 

Thompson, Henry or 
Humphrey. 
Herriott, Robert . 

6th Feb,, 1746/47 

Sth April, 1758 

Pcrcival, Richard . 

8lh April, 1758 


Remarks. 


Resigned, Sept., 1731. 

Salary paid to 23rd April, 1721. Sur- 
geon at Bencoolcn, 1728, apparently 
then died there. 

Salary paid to 31st Dec., 1721. 

Salary paid to 30tli June, 1723. 

Died at Bombay, 19th May, 1725. 

Went home, letter of 12th Sept., 1731. 

Sent to Gombroon, Sept., 1728. Death 
there reported, letter of 1st Feb., 
1733/34. 

Succeeded Christie atTellicherry, Oct., 
1736. 

Resigned, 7th Sept., 1737. Went 
home 7th Oct., 1737. 

Sent home, Cohj. 12th Aug., 1746. 

Mato, 12th March, 1736. Goes home 
letter of 14th Oct., 1745. 

AtTellicherry, 1744 ; transferred Surat, 
1744. Death reported, letter of 8th 
April, 1758. 

Apptd. Despatch, 9th March, 1747. 
Doubtful if ever joined. 

Dead, Cons, lath Aug., 1757. 

Surat, April 1747. Goes home sick, 
Cotis, 25th March, 1760, 

Marine Service, 1751 ; Anjengo, 1755. 
Resigned, Cons, ist Oct., 1765. 
Dead, Coits, 27th Sept., 1774. 
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LIST OF SURGEONS, BOMBAY, 1720-70 — {continued). 


. Name. 

Date of Appointment. 

Remarks. 

Parker, John 

28th March, 1760 

Marine Service, 1752 ; Gombroon, 
Dec., 1755. Died, Aug., 1760 • 

Wensley, James . 

19th Aug., 1760 . 

Transferred Bengal, 1764.' . Went 
home, April, 1768. 

Page, John . 

loth Feb., 1764 

At Madras, 1749. Transferred Bombay, 
1759; Surat, Feb., 1763. ’Resigned, 
6th Nov., 1764. 

Tennent, William 

14th Dec., 1764 

Apptd. 1762 ; Surat, March, 176*4^' 
Resigned, Feb., 1784. 

Shepherd, William 

1st Oct., 1765 

.Basra, May, 1763. Died at Bombay, 
April, 1770. 

Bond, James . 

7th April, 1770 

Apptd. 30th Nov,, 1762 ; Surat, 13th 
Nov., 1764. Resigned, Oct., 1782. 


LIST OF SURGEONS. MADRAS, 1710-70. 


Name. 


Robson, Thomas 
Chadsley, Richard 
Supply, Anthony 


Pichier, Andrew 
Munrp, Duncan 


Ramsay, George 


Lindsay, Matthew 
Barlow, Natlianid 
Douglas, Robert 


Munro, Andrew 


Turing; Robert 


Wilson, James 
Hancock, Tyso Saul 
Wilson, James?' 
Paslcy, Gilbert 


Briggs, Stephen 


Date of Appointment. 


30th Jan. 1708/09] 
iith July, 1710 
ist June, 1711 


17th Sept., 1716 
24th May, 1720 


i 4 thJan.,i 725/26 


2nd July, 1726 
25th Nov., 1729 
24th Aug., 1730 . 


Feb., 1741/42 


1752 


zSth Dec., 1756 
23rd June, 1758 
28th June. 1759 
3rd May, 1763 


4th May, 1764 


Remarks. 


Died at Madras, 6th May, 1720. 

Died at Madras, 30th May, 1711. 

Mate, 1702 ; Fort St. David, ist Feb., 
1704/05. Went home, 1710. Re- 
signed, i6th Jan., 1715/16. 

Surgeon, West Coast, 1712/16. Died 
at Madras, 6th Sept., 1729. 

Mate, 23rd June, 1713 ; left for home. 
Sept., 1718; Resigned, 14th Jan.', 
1725X26. 

Mate, 1724 ; Died at Madras, 1st July, 
1726. 

Died at Madras, 22nd Aug., 1730. 

Still serving in 1749. 

Surgeon, Bencoolen, 13th June, 1726, 
Went home, 6th Feb., 1741/42. 

Mate, Sept., 1724; Fort St. David, 
Z2nd Sept., 1733. Died at Madras, 
25th Oct., 1757- 

Mate, 27th Aug., 1729 ; Vizagapatam, 
18 th May, 1741 ; Fort St. David, 
Aug., 1748. Store-keeper General, 
Jan., 1764. Died at Madras, 26th 
Dec., 1764. 

Mate, 27th Aug., 1749- Resigned, 
1st Oct., 1763. 

Mate, 1749. Tranrferred to Bengal, 
28th June, 1759 

Mate, 19th Dec., 1755- Uied at 
Madras, 7th Dec., 1761. 

Came out as Surgeon’s Mate in 
Adlercron’s Regt., 1754- Surgeon 
I.M.S. 16th Feb. 1761. Died at 
Madras, 22nd Sept., 1781. 

[Mate, 16th Jan., 1756. . Went-h@saft; 
Feb., 1771. 
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LIST OF SURGEONS’ CALCUTTA. 1713-70. 


Name. 

Date of Appointment. 

Harvey, Richard 

Coult, Oliver . 
Broadfoot, Robert . 
Littlejohn, Alexander 
Coult, Robert . 

Gray, George . 

ist Jan., 1712/13 
7th Sept., 1713 
Feb., 1728/29 
Feb., 1728/29 

Jan., 1737/38 

Jan., 1737/38 

Lindsay, William 

17th Dec., 1741 

Holwell, John Zepha- 
niah. 

27th July. 1749 

Knox, John (senior) 

16th Aug., 1750 

Fullerton, William . 

3rd July, 1751 

.. .Xaylor, John . 

2nd June; 1760 

Hancock, Tyso Saul 

' 

1st Sept., 1760 

Plenderleath, William 

23rd March, 1761 

Crooko, Clement 

March, 1762 

FKher^J^bert^===****T^ 

12th April, 1763 

"^^croyd, Richard 
.Ellis, James . 

12th April, 1763 
25th Nov., 1763 

Lowle, Robert Wilkes 
Wensley, James 

9th Feb., 1764. 
12th Aug., 1765 


Remarks. 


Resigned, 2nd Feb,, 1728/29. , 

Resigned, 2nd Feb., 1728/29. 

Mate, 1712 ; Resigned, Jan., 1737/38, 
Resigned, Jan., 1737/38- 
Mate, 1731. Resigned, 17th Dec., 1741. ' 
Surgeon, Fort St. David, 10th April, 

1732, Transferred to Bengal, Sept. 

1733, posted Kasimbazar. Second 
Surgeon, Calcutta, Jan., 1737/38. 
Chief Surgeon, 17th Dec., 1741. Re- 
signed, 3rd March, 1760. Died in 
Scotland. 26th March, 1781. 

Mate, 1738. Died in Calcutta, 27th 
July, 1749. 

Mate, 1732 ; Resigned, 30th April, 
1750. Council, 1752 : Governor, 
24th Jan. to 27th July, 1760. 
Resigned, 29th Sept., 1760. Went 
home, 10th March, 1761. Died at 
Pinner, 5th Nov,, 1798, 

Mate, 1725. Superseded by Fuller- 
ton, 3rd July, 1751, Died in Cal- 
cutta, 5th Feb., 1758. 

Mate, 1744 (?). Resigned, 1st Sept.,. 

1760, Went home, 2nd March, 1761. 
Patna, 1763-65. Resigned, 21st 
March, 1766. 

Mate at Madras, 1749. Transferred 
Bengal, 28th June, 1754. Resigned, 
12th Feb., 1771. 

Mate at Madras, 1749. Transferred 
Bengal, 28th June, 1759, posted ^ 
Kasimbazar. Resigned, 23rd March, 

1761. Reappointed, Jan., 1770. 
Died in Calcutta, 5th Nov., 1775. 

Kasimbazar, 1760. Drowned, Cons., 
2znd March, 1762. 

Killed in Patna massacre, 5th Oct., 

1763 

Death at Kasimbazar reported. Cons., 
12th Aug., 1765. 

Deatli reported. Cons. 12th Aug. 1765. 
Surgeon’s Mate, 9th Nov., 1759 ; En- 
sign, 1760 ; Surgeon, 1st Oct., 1761. 
CMef Surgeon, 12th Feb., 1771. 
Resigned, April, 1774. Returned 
and succeeded Campbell as Surgeon- 
Genl., May, 1783. First President 
Medical Board, 29th May, 1786. 
Resigned, 24th Dec., 1789. Died 
on board the Burbidge on voyage 
home. 

Death reported, Cons./igth Feb., 1765. 
Surgeon, Bombay, 19th Aug. 1760. 
Supy. Surgeon, Calcutta, 12th Nov., 
1764. Went home, April, 1768. 
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LIST OF SURGEONS, CALCUTTA. 1713-70— 

Name. 

Date of Appoiatment. 

1 

Remarks. 

Hunter, Robert 

12th Aug., ‘1765 

1 

Mate, Bencoolen, 1754. Supy.Surgeon, ' 
Calcutta, 19th Feb;;v,J 76 S- 
missed, 1766. Reinstated^-..afld — • 

posted Surgeon-Major, third Bri- 
gade, Go«s., 9th Feb., 1767. 

Davidson, John 

May, 1766 

Surgeon, 1760 (?). At Chittagong, 
1763. Resigned iith Jan., 1768. 
Living in 1792. 

Routledge, John , 

28th Nov., 1766 

Formerly in ‘Navy. Transferred to 
Kasimbazar, 22nd Feb., 1768. 
Resigned, 4th Jan., 1775. 

- Campbell, Daniel 

22nd Feb., 1768 

Mate, z^rd March, 1762. Surgeon, 
13th April, 1762 ; Surgeon-General, 
Sept. 1775. Resigned, 30th May, - 
1783. Permitted to return ; died 
on voyage out at Joanna, in Mada- , 
gascar, August, 1785. 

Bagnall, Thomas . 

Feb., 1769 

Mate,' 20th April, 1765. Resigned 
loth Dec., 1769. - 

Chandler, Henry John 

loth Dec., 1769 

Mate, 5th March, 1767. Transferred 
to Rangpur, 1771. Resigned, 2nd, 
Nov., 1.779. 








CHAPTER XI 


JOHN HOLWELL, AND THE FALL OF CALCUTTA* 


" Aequam memento rebus in arduis 
Servare mentem.” 


Hokace. Odes, II, 3. 


John Zephaniah Holwele was born in Dublin, and baptised 
there on 23rd Sept., 1711. He was the son of a London merchant, 
and grandson of John HolweU, Royal Astronomer, a noted 
mathematician. Jle was articled to Andrew Cooper, the senior 
Surgeon of Guy’s Hospital, and went to Calcutta in 1732, as 
Surgeon’s Mate of the Duke of Cumberland, which sailed from 
Gravesend on 2nd Feb., 1731/32. Soon after his arrival in India 
he went to the Persian Gulf as Surgeon of a Company’s ship, 
studjdng Arabic on the voyage. In 1733-34 he went from Calcutta 
to Surat as Surgeon of the Prince of Wales. In Sept., 1734, he 
was sent to Bihar in medical charge of the " Patna Party,” an 
escort which went each year from Calcutta to Patna and back. 
After making a voyage to Mocha and Jidda in 1735, as Surgeon 
of the Prince of Orange, he accompanied the Patna party a second 
time. In 1736 he was appointed Surgeon to the factory at Dakka. 
He came to Calcutta about the end of that year, and soon after- 
wards was elected Alderman of the Mayor’s Court, subsequently 
being twice elected Mayor. In 1740 he is mentioned as Surgeon 
to the Calcutta Hospital, but must have been a Surgeon’s Mate 
or a supernumerary, for he was not confirmed on the regular medical 
staff, as one of the two Surgeons sanctioned for Calcutta, until July, 
1749, when he succeeded Surgeon William Lindsa5^ who died on 

* Much of the information about Holwell's early life is taken from the well- 
' known work. Echoes of Old Calcutta, by the late Brigade Surgeon H. E. Busteed, 
C.I.E., himself a distinguished member of the I.M.S. Further particulars arc 
gathered from a life of Holwell in the Asiatic Annual Register for 1799 {Characters, 
p. 25). The facts about the siege and capture of Calcutta are taken from Mr. 
S. C. Hill’s Bengal in 1756-57, Indian Records Series, three volumes, 1905 ; the best 
and fullest account of the events of these two years. 
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27th July, 1749. This appointment lie held for only nine months, 
resigning in order to go home on 30th April, 1750* 

^^Tiile in England he submitted to the Court of Directors a 
plan for the reformation of the Collector’s Court in Calcutta, 
which met with approval. As a result, he was himself nominate-., 
to that office, and in 1752 returned to Calcutta as a covenanted 
civilian, and twelfth in Council. The Cons, of 5th July, 
report his taking the oath, and his seat in Council, and his appyir^-" 
ment as Zamindar of Calcutta, an office roughly corresponding to 
those now held by the Commissioner of Police and by the Collector' 
of Calcutta. ■ This post he held up to the~capture..of Calcutta in 

1756. 

Holwell appears to have been a man of great energy. The 
Fmi William Cons, from 1752-57, the years during which he 
held the office of Zamindar, teem with entries bearing witness to 
his reforming zeal. As Zamindar ' submitted to the Council 
monthly returns of the judicial proceedings of the Zamindari, 
and monthly accounts. In the Cons, of 20th July, 1752, just 
two weeks after he took his seat-, he reported to the Board that 
frauds had been committed by Govindram Metre (Mitra), his 
chief assistant, known as the black Zamindar. On 4th Oct. is 
noted his dismissal of Govindram. The latter was reifCstated by ' 
the majority of the Council, but had to refund Rs.3397, which 
he had embezzled. In the same year, 1752, Holwell took a 
census of Calcutta, which made the population 409,000; pro- 
bably a very large over-estimate. On 29th Dec., 1752, we find 
him reporting on the state of the revenues. On 30th April, I753, 
he complained of Mr. John Wood for rescuing one Mohim Persaud 
from his custody, as a result of which Wood was deported to 
England. On 24th May, 1753, he reported on- m embargo laid 
by the Nawab of Bengal at Kasimbazar on the rice boats bound 
for Calcutta, and on the loth and 25th June suggested alterations 
in the mode of conducting investments. On 23rd July he pro- 
posed to measure the Company’s lands, and on 26th July suggested 
the levy of a duty of five per cent, on the sale of houses belonging 
to Europeans, and the increase of taxation generally. On 8th 
Dec., 1754, he rented Similia [Simla in Calcutta] for the Company, 
for Rs. 2281 yearly. He had some ideas of sanitary improvenMIlit^ 
probably rare enough at that time in Calcutta, for on 12th May, 
I755> he asks leave to repair and enclose the great tank, and to 
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prohibit the washing of people and horses therein. This was the 
large tank, known as the Lai DigJii, or red tank, round which 
Dalhousie Square has been built ; then, and for more than a 
century afterwards, it afforded the best drinking-water available 
in Calcutta. On 4th Sept., 1755, he asked for leave, on account, 
of impaired health, to return to England in Sept., 1756 ; quoting 
a general letter from Court, dated 24th Jan., 1753, directing their 
servants to give one year’s notice of their intention to quit India. 
He had much to go through before he was able to take tlus leave, 
a year and a half later ! By this time he had risen to be eighth 
in Council. 

When the Court of Directors appointed Holwell, in 1752, to ' 
be Zamindar and twelfth in Council, they directed that he should 
not rise in Council, like the others, by the departure of seniors, 
but should permanently remain twelfth and last. This restriction 
was removed by para. 94 of a General Letter from Court dated 
31st Jan., 1755, "with effect from the date of his original appoint- 
ment. 

" M' Holwell having highly merited our particular Notice and En- 
couragement the least we can do for him is to let him rise in our service 
equally with the rest of our Servants, we do therefore hereby annuli and 
make void the restriction in our Commands of the 8th January 1752 by 
which he was fixed as twelfth and last of Council and remained without 
rising to a superior rank therein and we direct that upon the receipt of 
this M' Holwell take rank and his seat at the Board according to the time 
of his restriction in Bengali in the same manner as if no such restriction 
had been made that is to say next below LF Matthew Collett but how- 
ever it is our meaning that M' Holwell do still continue zemindar and 
that he is not to quit that Post without our leave." 

In June, 1756, Siraj-ud-daulah, the Nawab of Bengal, captured 
Calcutta, the surrender being followed by the tragedy of the 
Black Hole. It is not necessary to describe in detail here the 
incidents of the siege and capture, which are, or should be, well 
knoum ; but merely to recount the part plaj^ed by Holwell in 
these events. 

The Council of Fort William, in June, 1756, consisted of the 
eleven members whose names are* given below, in order of their 
rank, udth their ages and dates of arrival in India. The date 
given as tliat of Holwell’s arrival is, of course, the date when he 
landed as a member of Council, not that when he first came to 
India as a medical officer. \Wiat seems to us, at tlie present 
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day, most extraordinary, is the youth of all the Council. Holwell 
was seven years older, than any of the others, and he was only 
forty-five ; an age at which, nowadays, he might or might not 
have obtained the rank of Lieut.-Colonel. The other ten were all 
from twent5^-eight to thirty-eight years ' of age. Drake, the 
Governor, was only thirty-foiur, he appears to have joined' the' 
Company’s service at the age of fifteen, younger than any of 
the others, except Pearkes and Eyre. The latter, if the figures aje^ 
correct, must have come out at thirteen. The. salary-of^ the 
Governor was £200 a yeax, that of the others, as members, £^o 
each. 


The Council of Fort William in T756. 


1. Roger Drake, Governor, age 34 . 

2. William Watts, Chief of Kasimbazar, 38, 

3. Charles Manningham, Export Warehouse 

keeper, 34 . 

4. Richard Becher, Chief of Daklca, 35 

5. Paul Richard Pearkes, Accomptant, 31 

6. William Frankland, Import Warehouse 

keeper, 34 

7. Matthew Collett, second in Council at Kasim- 

bazar, 35 

8. John Zephaniah Holwell, Zamindar, 45 

9. William Mackett, Buxey (Pajnnaster), 33 

10. Edward Eyre, Storekeeper and hlilitary Store- 

keeper, 28 . 

11. William Baillie, Chief of Jugdea, 34 


arrived 26th May, 1737. 
„ 26th May, 1737, 

,. 5th Oct., 1750. 

„ 2nd Aug., 1743. 

„ 30th Aug., 1740. 

„ 30th Aug., 1740. 

„ sotiii Aug., 1740. 

„ 5th July, 1752. 

„ i6tt Oct., 1741:' 

„• idth Oct., 1741. 

„ 3rd Sept., 1745. 


Of these eleven members, four, Drake, Manningham, Frankland, 
and Mackett, fled to the ships. It is only fair to state that 
Holwell, in his report to the Court of Directors, dated Fulta, 
30th Nov., 1756, states that Mackett had no intention of deserting, 
but had only gone on board to see his wfe, who was dangerously 
ill, and tried to return, but could not get a boat. Three, Pearkes, 
Holwell, and E3n:e, remained at their posts till the fall of the Fort. 
Pearkes made his escape after the surrender ; Holwell and Eyre 
were among those who went through the night of agony in the 
Black Hole, where Eyre died. The other four. Watts, Becher, 
Collett, and Baillie, as the names of their appointments show, 
were not in Calcutta. 

After Drake, the Governor, had deserted the garrison-r-an 
episode surely without parallel in English histor57=^^olwSl Ty 
imiversal consent took over the conduct of the defence. In his 
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evidence before the Parliamentary Committee which subse- 
quently held an inquiry into the matter, John Cooke, of the 
Civil Service, one of the survivors of the Black Hole, says — 

“ As soon as it was known the Governor had left the Factory, the gate 
~to\rards the river was immediately locked to prevent any further desertion, 
and the general voice of the garrison called for M' Holwell to take the 
charge of their defence upon him. A Council being hastily summoned, 

Pearkes, the senior then on shore, waived his right to the Government 
in favour of Holwell, who thereupon acted in all respects as Com- 
mander in Chief, and exerted his utmost to encourage every one.” 

An account of the siege and capture of Calcutta, written b}^ 
William Tooke, contains the following quaint note upon Drake's 
desertion. 

” Upon the Governor going off, several muskets were fired at him, but 
none were lucliy enough to take place.” 

Tooke was a junior civilian, and was one of a band of ten 
vohmteers who behaved with great gallantry in the siege ; two 
were killed, and all the rest wounded. ^ At the time of the sur- 
render he was on board ship, probably having been sent there 
on account of his wounds. He died of wounds received at the 
capture , of Chandannagar in March, 1757. Most people will, 
sympathize with his regret at the bad marksmanship. 

In Drake's o^vn narrative of the capture of Calcutta, he states 
that, at the beginning of the^siege, commissions were given to 
Manningham as Colonel, to Frankland as Lieutenant-Colonel, to 
Holwell and Mackett as Captains, and to the Rev. Mr. Mapletoft, 
the junior Chaplain, as Captain-Lieutenant. Of these officers 
Holwell was the only one who remained at his post to the end. 

Manningham and Frankland went on board the Dodalay on 
the i8th June. They both, as well as Drake, were part owners 
of that vessel. Captain Minchin, tlie Military Commandant, and 
Mackett, went off to the ships on the 19th, just before Drake. 
The Fort surrendered on the afternoon of the 20th June. In a 
letter to the Council of Fort William, dated Fulta, the I7th-25th 
Jan., 1757, Drake \vrites — 

** To justify my quitting the garrison I shall not attempt." 

A story was current in Calcutta that Drake gave as an excuse 
the fact that he w'as a Quaker, and that therefore it was against 
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his religious principles to fight. The story, however, does riot . 
seem to rest on any good authority. 

Drake. also states .that Holwell had advised an earlier retreat, 
and this assertion is. confirmed in a letter, quoted by Hill, from 
William Lindsay, vwho goes on to say that Holweh re^ained_jm__ 
shore only because some of the others had taken his boat. This 
last statement is, on the face of it, improbable ; Holwell’s conduct 
throughout the siege gives it the lie. That he advised an earlier 
retreat is likely enough. Between an orderly retreat, saving the 
women, the children, and the garrison, and the flight of the chief 
officers, deserting those under their command, there is all the 
difference in the world. And, to judge from results, an early 
retreat would have been a better solution than the actual surrender 
which Holwell calls — 

. “ As fatal and melancholly a catastrophe as ever the Annals of any 
people, or colony of people, suffered since the da3rs of Adam.” 

HolweU also, in his report of 30th. Nov., 1756, from Fulta, 
describes the surrender as — 

” The fifth and last act of our tragedy of errors,” 

In a letter dated on board the Syren, 28th Sept., 1757, addressed 
to William Davis,* Holwell tells us that he was given a chance 
of escape. 

t 

. " Here I inust detain you a- little, to do honour to the memory of a 
man to whom I had in many instances been a friend, and who, on this 
occasion, demonstrated his sensibility of it, in a degree worthy of a much 
higher rank. His name was Leech, the Company's smith, as well as 
clerk of the parish ; this man had made his escape when the Moghuls 
entered the Fort, and returned just as it was dark, to tell me he had pro- 
vided a boat, and would ensure my escape, if I would follow him through 
a passage few were acquainted with, and by. wliich he had then entered. 
(This might easily have been accomplished, as the guard put over us took 
but very slight notice of us.) I thanked him in the best terms I was able, 
but told him it was a step I could not prevail on myself to take, as I should 
thereby very ill repay the attachment the gentlemen and the garrison had 
shown to me ; and that I was resolved to share their fate, be it what it 
would, but pressed him to secure his own escape without loss of time ; to 
which he gallantly replied that ‘ then he was resolved to share mine, and 
would not leave me./ ” 

Leech's offer was made, of course, after the final surrender, 
when the prisoners were waiting to know their 

* Published in Holwell’s India Tracts, and quoted in Bengal in 1756-77, Vol. • 
III, p. 135. 
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.before they were confined-in the Black Hole. Leech paid for his 
fidelity with his life, being one of' those who died in the Black 
Hole. In the same letter, Holwell states that the Nawab's 
orders for their confinement were general, that he did not uitend 
the prisoners to be confined in that particular spot. John Cooke, 
in his evidence before the Parliamentary Committee, also makes 
this .statement, but says that the Nawab expressed no regret 
afterwards. And it seems to be the case that the confinement 
of the prisoners in the Black Hole was more or less accidental, 
carried out by subordinates, without the Nawab’s personal orders 
or interference. The Black Hole is not. mentioned in the Sair ill 
^Mutakherin, except in a footnote by the translator. 

Not counting Holwell, there were at least six medical officers 
in Calcutta at tlie time of its capture ; George Gray and William 
Fullerton, the two Surgeons of the Settlement, and William 
Inglis, John Knox, senior, John Knox, junior, and John Taylor, 
Assistant Surgeons. Five of them remained in the Fort up to the 
surrender, the only absentee being Fullerton, who is stated, both 
by Holwell and by Captain Mills, to have been on board the ships. 
Fullerton was a man of proved capacity and courage, and pre- 
sumably he was on the sliips on professional duty. One would 
consider it likely that one of the medical officers would be sent 
on board with the women and children ; and the junior full 
Surgeon, in other words Fullerton, was the officer most likely 
to be so deputed. Besides these six medical officers, it appears 
that three other members of the medical profession were in Calcutta 
at the time, Drs. Pjitham, Lewis, and Fletcher, the first probably, 
the last certainly ] 

Some notes ou the careers of Gray and of the two Knoxes have 
been given in the last' chapter. Fullerton is the subject of the 
next. The little that is kno\vn about the others may be given here. 

William Inglis was appointed Surgeon’s Mate at Calcutta on 
I2th Nov., 1753. On 28th Feb., 1754, he was posted as Surgeon 
of the Falmouth, and went home on that ship.* He was reap- 
pointed to the Hospital in Calcutta in Cons, of 29th Sept., 1755. 
His name is included in Orme's list of those wlio were killed or 
lost. their lives during the siege. Mills says he escaped to the 
ships after the capture of the Fort. He appears to have reached 
Fulta with the other refugees, and to have died there. 

* See Chap. XVIII, Pay. 
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• John Taylor’s name is shown in the list of 1749 as a Surgeon’s 
Mate in Madras. He was transferred to Bengal in 1753, and on 
4th Jan^, 1754, was appointed Surgeon’s Mate at Fort 'William, 
in place of Owen Jones, going home. He stayed in the Fort up 
to the surrender, afterwards escaped, and made his way to Fiilta. 
On Gray’s resignation, on 3rd March, 1760, Taylor was appo^te 3 "“ 
to succeed him, and joined as Surgeon to the Settlement on 2nd 
June of the same year. On .30th Nov., 1760, he and Hancock, 
who had succeeded Fullerton as Second Surgeon,, requested the 
indulgence of dastaks, or trade passes. In 1769-70 'his name 
appears as one of the medical officers who received a share of 
the profits of the Private Trade Association. He resigned as 
Head Surgeon on 12th Feb., 1771. 

WiUiam Putham, Surgeon, is mentioned in the General 
Journal of Sept., 1756. The Christian name is probably a 
mistake for John. Surgeon John Putham married Mrs. Esther 
Pomfret, widow, in Calcutta, on i8th July, 1751, and the name 
of John Putham appears in the list of those compensated after 
the siege for loss of property ; so it is probable, but not certain, 
that he was in Calcutta at the time. 

The name of Henry Fletcher appears .in the list of 1754 as 
one of the Surgeons’ Mates- at Fort St. Da-vdd. .. His-name is alsq- 
given in a list, dated ist July, 1756, of inhabitants who bore arms 
during the siege of Calcutta. He appears to have been making 
his li-ving at the time as a merchant. 

Dr. Lewis is stated by Mills to have escaped during the con- 
fusion after the capture of the Fort. The name may have been 
given by mistake, as there is no other mentio(^^)f any Dr. Le^Yis 
among the inhabitants at the time. A Letter fc-vm Bengal, dated 
9th Feb., 1744/45, eleven years earlier, in para. 138, gives a list 
of bills dravTi, which includes one for Jitq dra-wn by Dr. Thomas 
Lewis and Mary Lewis. 

Charles Weston acted for some time as an apprentice to 
HolweU while the latter was one of the Calcutta Surgeons, but 
abandoned his medical studies when Holwell returned to England 
in 1750. He was bom in Calcutta in 1731, served in the Militia 
‘during the siege in 1756, married Amelia de Rozario on 9th Nov., 
1758, and followed a mercantile career in Calcutta, duri ng wliicl^ 
he made a large fortune, much of -wdiich he dispens^in charity. 
He served as a juror during the trial of Nuncomar, or Nanda 
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Kumar, in 1775, and died in Calcutta on Christmas Day, 1809. 
His tomb may still be seen in South Park Street cemetery. 

The Cons, of 13th Oct., 1757, contain a list of claims estab- 
lished for losses in the siege of Calcutta, in which the following 
names of medical men occur. 


Forth, William 



Rs. 

. ^,062 

Fullerton, William 



• 47.359 

Gray, Dr. George 



. 23,796 

Holwell, J. Z. . 



• 83.513 

Knox, John, senior 



. 8,640 

Knox, John 



• 71.771 

Putham, John 



. 21,600 

Wilson, Nathaniel, estate of . 



2,319 


A sum of Rs.1409 is admitted as due to George Gray, junior. 
It seems curious that the claim of John Knox, junior, should be 
so much larger than that of John Knox, senior. 

Two years later the Calcutta Treasury Accounts record the 
gradual payment of the sums due, as given below. The amounts 
paid, however, differ greatly from those first admitted ; c.g. 
Fullerton here claims less than half a lakh, and received over 
two lakhs. The other payments are less than the amounts of 
the claims admitted in Oct., 1757. The explanation is that 
neither list, of claims or of payments, is complete. 

Lists of payments to European sufferers by the capture of Calcutta, of 
compensation for losses, include the following names of medical men."’ 
Probably these payments were partly renewals of bonds in favour of the 
men mentioned, duplicates of documents which had been destroyed in the 
sack of the Fort. 


Sept., 1759. 

John Putham . 

Rs. 

Sundrys 4,317 

a. 

0 

P 

0 


William Fullerton 

• 9 » 

1.597 

0 

0 

»> 

John Knox 

• 99 

984 

10 

0 

91 

J.Z. Holwell . 

• 99 

25,232 

13 

9 

99 

George Gray . 

• 99 

7.138 

10 

6 

Oct., 1759. 

William Fullerton 

• 99 

105,182 

0 

0 

Nov., 1759. 

J. Z. Holwell . 

• 99 

945 

0 

0 

Feb., 1760. 

George Gray . 

• 99 

8,002 

10 

6 

99 

John Putham . 

• 99 

4.827 

14 

6 

• 9 

J. Z. Holwell . 

• 99 

27.970 

6 

0 

99 

William Fullerton 

• f f 

i22,oSg 

5 

3 

99 

. Dr. John liiiox 

• If 

14.795 

4 

0 


* From List of Europeans and others in the English Factories in Bengal at the 
time of the Siege of Calcutta in the year I75<>. By S. C. Hill, Calcutta, Supt. of 
Government Printing, 1902. 
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. At least three other medic^ officers were serving in Bengal, 
outside Calcutta, in 1756 : Nathaniel Wilson, William Forth, and 
John Bristow. 

Nathaniel Wilson was appointed Surgeon’s Mate at Fort 
William towards the end of 1751, or early in 1752, as reported 
in para. 74 of a Letter from Bengal, dated 2nd Jan., 1752. 

" M' Nathaniel Wilson appointed a Surgeon’s Mate in John Bristow’s 
room, who returns p. Kent." 

t • . 

Another letter, dated 4th Jan., 1754, states in para. 137, that 
he has been appointed Surgeon to the Factory at Dakka, in place 
of George Alexander, going home as Surgeon of the Montford. 
Inglis then succeeded Wilson in Calcutta. 

He was still at Dakka in 1756, when the English Factory there 
surrendered to the troops of the Nawab. The English officials 
were aU taken prisoners, but set at liberty on the intercession of 
the French, and permitted to remain in the Factory. From 
Dakka Wilson went to Fulta, where he served' for some time as 
Surgeon to Major Kilpatrick’s force. He died either at Fulta 
or in Calcutta soon after the recapture in Jan., 1757, for the 
Cons, of 28th Feb., 1757, record the pajmient of a bill to his 
executors. — 

William Forth is mentioned in Cons, of loth Oct., 1743, as 
Surgeon of the WincJielsea. The Cons, of 19th Jan., 1746/47, give 
a list of purchasers of madeira, which includes the names of Brs. 
“Fourth,” Holwell, Lyndsay, and Irwin. Forth was Surgeon 
to the Factory at Kasimbazar when it surrendered to the Nawab. 
He was sent by the Chief, Mr. Watts, to ask for terms, and then 
went to the Nawab a second time with Watts. Afterwards he 
escaped and got to Chinsura. The Cons, of 31st Aug., 1756, held , 
on board the schooner Phoenix, at Fulta, contain the follo^ving 
order — 

” Agreed that M’f William Forth be appointed also to procure intelli- 
gence among the Dutch and French, and to submit the same by every 
opportunity, and that M' Warren- Hastings at Cossimbuzar be directed to 
remain there in order to observe their motions at Muxadavad.” 

The Cons, of 14th Feb., 1757, note payment of Dr. William 
Forth’s bill for sundry disbursements at Hugh. AdCettW^ffoi^ 
Fort Wilham, dated 29th Dec., 1759, states in para. 104, that 
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Forth is returning to Europe, and that Hancock has been 
appointed Surgeon at Kasimbazar in his place. He appears to 
have died some twelve years later. The Court Minutes of 9th 
March, 1774, record a petition from John Forth, for leave to 
proceed to Bengal, to recover the effects of his late brother 
William, who had served the Company there as a Surgeon. 

Orme, in his Military Transactions (Vol. II, Book VI, p. 57), 
mentions that Forth attended Alivardi Khan, Nawab of Bengal, 
in his last illness in April, 1756. 

Forth may have had a hereditary connection with India. 
The Court Minutes of 2nd Feb., 1646/47, a century earlier, note 
that Dr. William Forth, son of William Forth, was admitted to 
the freedom of the Company by patrimony, paying ten shillings 
to the poor-box. 

John Bristow first appears in Calcutta in the parish register 
of St. Anne’s, as married to Elizabeth Mackay on i8th Aug., 

1750. He was appointed Steward to the Calcutta Hospital, on 
thirty rupees a month, as reported in para. 113 of a Letter from 
Fort William dated 4th Feb., 1750/51. The Cons, of 15th July, 

1751, report his appointment to succeed Fullerton as Mate in 
the Hospital. In his petition for employment he states that he 
was- Surgeon’s Mate of the Princess Amelia when she was. taken 
by the French in Madras Roads, lost all his property, and was a 
prisoner for twenty-three months, suffering great hardships, 
especially during the siege of Pondicherri. In the Cons, of 
9th Dec., 1751, he was permitted to resign, and to return to 
Europe, which he did on the Kent early in 1752. 

\^^en he returned to India is not recorded, but in 1756 he 
was in charge of Balramghari, a small factory at the mouth of 
the Hugli, near Balasore ; the only English station in Bengal 
which did not fall into the hands of the Nawab. It probably 
owed its safety to its insignificance. In his report to the Court 
of Directors, dated 30th Nov., 1756, Holwell vTote concerning 
Balramghari — 

"By its situation having escaped the Government’s notice, and by 
the prudent conduct of John Bristow (left resident at Balasore by hi* 
Boddam) is still retained.” 

The Cons, of 28th April, 1757, record the appointment of 
Mr. John Bristow, a Surgeon by profession, as the Company’s 
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Resident at Cuttack, on a salary of Rs.150 monthly. The Cons. 
of 8th Aug., 1757, contain a letter from him, proposing to hoist 
the English flag at Cuttack, and to put up a factory there. In 
those of loth Oct., 1757, is recorded receipt of a letter from him 
stating that the house given for a factory is not capacious enojj^ - 
for the Company’s trade, that Dedar Ally and Sheikh Manjee 
have offered a piece of ground fronting the river to build- a house 
or fort, that for twelve or fifteen thousand rupees he can make 
a very complete factory, capable of resisting any country power, 
that he has visited Harryharpore, that there is a good manu- 
facture of white goods there, and that twenty or twenty-five . 
thousand rupees’ worth of goods may be disposed of to advantage. 
In a letter recorded in Fort William Select Committee Cons., of 
15th Nov., 1757, he reports a revolution at Cutta!ck. A Letter 
from Bengal, dated loth Jan., 1758, commends him in para. 125. 

" J. Bristow, Resident at Cuttack, recommended to the Court for his 
Assiduity and Diligence.” 

In spite of this praise, he was removed from his post two 
months later, as recorded in the Cons, of 3rd July, 1758. 

” As M' Bristow's behaviour at Cuttack is not approv^ed of by 
Board, and as it is esteemed requisite at this jimcture to have a personbf 
capacity at that place, and one who understands the language; agreed 
that George Gray,' junior, be appointed Resident at Cuttack, and that 
M' Bristow be recalled.” 

Bristow protested against his supercession, but without 
effect. Another Bengal Letter of 26th Aug., 1758, reports in 
para, ii his transfer from Cuttack to Ingefam. Orme, who calls 
him Bristol, states that Bristol, late Agent at Cuttack, had pro- 
ceeded thence to Ingereim ; and in his account of the battle of 
Condore, on 7th Dec., 1758, says that Bristol commanded forty 
Europeans, with four guns, in the service of Raja Anandaraz 
in that action.* 

These services are also mentioned in the Cons, of Feb., 
1759 - 

" Rec^ a letter from John Bristow dated Jahy informing us that 
the Rajah was in his debt a months pay for fifteen soldiers and 
seapoys and that he has been oblig’d to advance them himselt.Otl&th®3535“^ 
six hundred and eighty-eight rupees which misfortune he hopes we will take 

. * Orme, History of Hindustani Vol. II, Book IX, p. 362 , and Book X, p. 377* 
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into Consideration and further informing us that tho he joined the Kajah 
by our approbation and commanded a party of Europeans and Topasses in 
the action by order of Colonel Forde it has been judg’d by a majority of 
officers that he was not entitled to share prizemoney but that on account 
of his behaviour the Gentlemen had made him a present equal to a subal- 
tern’s share Rs. 448 of which Col. Forde contributed three hundred 
rupees and requesting if it be possible that he may again be appointed to 
reside at Cuttack.” 

Another reference to Bristow’s service on the East Coast is 
contained in the Secret and Mily. Cons, of 4th July, 1758, in 
the shape of a letter from Bristow, Resident at Cuttack, dated 
14th June, in which he states that the Raja of Gudgeputtec 
{i.e. Raja Anandaraz) had invited him to take possession of 
Ganjam and Vizagapatam for the Company, that he intends to 
set out for Vizagapatam in a few days, and suggests that CUve 
should march there in hopes of gaining Masulipatam. 

The Cons, of 4th Aug., 1760, record that John Bristow has 
sent in a bill for allowances for March and April, at Rs.300 a 
month, as Resident at Rajamandri, to which post he was 
appointed by Colonel Forde on the expedition to the Dekkan, 
and in which station he was taken prisoner by the French, and 
has not yet been exchanged. His bills were considered extra- 
vagant 5 but on account of his good behaviour at Golkonda, 
he was allowed six rupees per day diet money. 

A Letter from Fort William, dated 23rd Feb., 1761, in para. 
21, reporting the abandonment of the Factory at Balasore, 
states — 

■" Ballasore Factory withdrawn, the Morattoes threatening to plunder 
it on refusal of their unreasonable demands of Duties, the Expence also 
exceeds the advantages. JF John Bristow is, however, left to collect in 
the Outstanding Debts, after that the Company’s Moonshey wll reside there 
to forward Packets to & from the Coast.” 

Bristow died in Calcutta on 2nd Nov., 1761. Jolm Bristow 
the Surgeon must not be confused with another officer of the 
same name, a covenanted civilian, John Bristow, who was 
Resident at Lucknow from 1774 to 1783. 

The career of Archibald Keir offers a good instance of how, 
in India during the eighteenth centur3% " one man in his time 
play.?- many parts.” He came out to Lidia as Surgeon of the 
Godolpliin, and served for about three j’ears in the Madras 
Presidency. A letter from Thomas Saunders, dated Fort St. 
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George, 2Qth April, 1753, to Major Stringer Lawrence, in camp, 
states^- * • 

" There being two Surgeons on board the Godolphin and taowing there 
' was only one Mate to attend the Army, I with a great deal of difi&culty 
prevailed on M* Keir to stay, promising him he should receive Surgeon’s 
Pay and Batta, and act as such in the Field ; I shall be oblig'd to you if yoif" 
will make him easy in this Respect, supposing they took Week & Week." 

The Fort St. George Cons, of 30th Jan., 1755, order that he 
is to rank next after Hancock in the list of Surgeons. After the 
capture of Calcutta in 1756, he accompanied the relieving force 
under Major Kilpatrick, sent from Madras to Fulta, as Surgeon. 

- While at Fulta, he also acted* as Secretary to the Council, and- 
accepted a commission as Lieutenant, being shortly afterwards 
appointed Quarter-Master to the force. In 1758 he had risen to 
the rank of Captain, and was one of eight Captains who resigned 
their commissions because they were superseded by a Bombay 
officer, Captain Govinif When he left the army he went home, 
but afterwards returned to India as a free merchant, settled at 
Patna, and engaged in heavy transactions in salt, the manufac- 
ture of which he greatly irhproved. At the time of the officers’ 
mutiny in 1766 he rejoined the army as a captain in Sir Robert 
Barker’s brigade at Patna, but when matters had been peaceably. 
settled, he again resigned. 

In Dodwell and Miles’ Army List his name is spelt Kier ; the 
only information given about him is — “ Captain, 1758, resigned 
1st Sept., 1768.” The latter date is evidently that of his secbnd 
resignation. 

In the Bombay Cons, of 7th Jan., 1764, is quoted a letter 
from Archibald Keir, owner of the ship Thetis, at Cochin. 

A Letter from the Revenue Department, Fort William, dated 
9th Feb., 1779, records in para. 7 — 

" Archibald Kier haS' purchased the mines of Ramgur of the Raja 
of that District. We have confirmed his Lease on condition that it was 
the- Rajah’s voluntary act.” 

Six years later he sought to re-enter the Medical Department, 
after nearly thirty years’ absence, as reported in paras. 45, 
of a Bengal General Letter, dated 22nd Feb., 1785. 

* Records of Fort St. George, Diary and Consultation Book, 'Mily. Dept., 1753. 

f Fort William Cons., 27th and 31st Aug., -1758. The Bombay ofiScer is 
called Gowen in these entries. 
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. " Chapman Chief at Boglepore has solicited our recommendation 
of M' Keir’s Appointment of Surgeon on this Establishment. M' Keir’s 
■.Memorial referred to, hope the Court will confer on him the appointment 
he solicits.” 

The same letter forwards a memorial from him on his services. 
He does not appear to have got the post of Surgeon for which he 
applied, and no further mention of his name appears. He was 
the author of a pamphlet Thoughts on the Affairs of Bengal, 
printed in London in 1772. He also contributed to the first 
volume of Asiatic Researches (quarto, Calcutta, 1783), an article 
Of the method of distilling as practised by the natives at Chatra, 
in Ramghttr, and in other provinces, perhaps with little variation. 

Tyso Saul Hancock is shown as Surgeon’s Mate at Fort St. ■ 
David in the list of 1749. The Fort St. David Cons, of 3olh April, 
1751, record his appointment as Surgeon at Devecottah. 

” It being Extreamly necessary to have an Able Surgeon at Dcvecotah 
and M' Hencock who was upwards of Three Years a Mate in the Company’s 
Service and Assisted in the King's Hospital at Cuddalore during the time 
of the Sea and Land Forces were here, being Esteem’d very skilful in that 
Profession. As we have but few Opportuiiitys of meeting Avith Persons 
so well Qualified It’s Agreed to Entertain him to be Head Surgeon at 
Devecotah at the same Salary and Allowances as Our Head Surgeons 
-here.” 


In 1753 he returned to Fort St. David. The list of 1754 shows 
him as one of the full Surgeons there. His vife Philadelpha is 
sho\vn as one of the married women residing at Fort St. David 
in Dec., 1755. The Fort St. George Cons, of 31st Oct., 1754, 
order that he is to rank next after James Wilson.* On 23rd 
June, 1758, he w'as appointed Surgeon at Fort St. George. On 
I2th June, 1759, he was permitted to remove to Bengal. He 
drew his pay at Madras up to 6th July. A Letter from Fort St. 
George, dated i8th Aug., 1759, states that he has left, and has 
been relieved as Surgeon there by James Wilson. 

The following autograph letter,, from Clive, then Governor 

* Two medical officers of the name of James Wilson were serving in the 
Madms Presidency at this time, a source of much confusion. One of them was 
appointed on 27th Jan., 1749, and ranked senior to Hancock. He had been 
Surgeon of the Princess Amelia in 1743, and of the Kent in 1745, and succeeded 
Andrew Munro as Surgeon at Madras on 27th October, 1757. He resigned on 
.,lst'Gctober, 1763. The second James Wilson seems to have been appointed on 
19th Dec., 1755, so was junior to Hancock, whom he now relieved at Madras. 
He had previously served at Vizagapatam, and been made prisoner when that 
factory was taken by the French in 1757. He died at Madras on. 8th Dec., 1761. 
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of Bengal, to Warren Hastings, Resident at Murshidabad, is 
preserved in the British Museum.* 

“ Sir. — have received your letter concerning Alves, which I must 
confess has caused me much vexation, for I cannot persuade myself either 
you or the gentlemen of Cossimbuzar were ignorant of my intention._pX_ 
getting Hancock appointed Surgeon on Forth’s resignation. I 
have that Gentleman’s interest much at heart, there has been a long 
friendship subsisting between us, his merit and distressed situation entitle 
him to any service in my power, and it was with a view of getting him 
appointed Surgeon at one of the Subordinates that I obtained the Board’s 
consent to his being appointed a Surgeon on the Bengal Establishment. 

“ I make no doubt of M* Alves being the gentleman you represent, but 
I must tell you neither you nor the Gentlemen with you have any right to 
appoint a Surgeon without the Board’s consent, and that I believe it' is 
their design to nominate Hancock to that employ whenever it becomes 
vacant. 

" I cannot conclude this letter without saying that if you were apprized 
of my intentions in favour of Hancock, much gratitude has been wanting 
in some of you, for never did you enjoy such indulgences as you do at 
present under my Government, and perhaps never will again. I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, Robert Clive. Calcutta, 14 *** August, I759-” 

A Letter from Fort William, dated 29th Dec., I 759 > 
in' para. 104 that Hancock has arrived, and has been posted to 
Kasimbazar. 

" Surgeon M' Tyso Saul Hancock is come hither in consequence ,.of-^ 
the Presid*® Request to Gov*’ Kgot to send him from Madras, he is ap- 
pointed to Cossimbuzar in room of M* Forth returning to Europe. Tis 
• hoped their intention to let him succeed M* Taylor \wll be approved, "as 
nothing but the President’s particuF Request would have prevailed on 
the Gent“ at Madras to have spared him.” 

When FuUerton resigned his appointment as Surgeon of Fort 
William, Hancock succeeded him, but held the appointment for 
less- than two years. A Letter from Fort William, dated i2th 
Nov., 1761, in para. loi, reports that he has resigned on account 
of ill-health, and that William Plenderleath succeeds him.f 
During the next ten years Hancock lived in Calcutta as a merchant. 
He was an intimate friend of Warren Hastings. A General Letter 
from Fort William, dated 25th Jan., 1770, states in para. 56 — 

" Surgeon M* Tyso Saul Hancock, for his long services and experience 
appointed a supernumerary at ihe Presidency, but not to rise, which we 
hope you will confirm.” 

* British Museum, Additional MSS., No. 29131, p. 84. ^ 

t Hancock’s resignation, and Plenderleath’s appointment, are recorded m 

the Cows, of 23rd March, 1761, where it is stated that he resigned on account of 
failing eyesight. Plenderleath came from Kasimbazar. 
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He died in Calcutta on 5th Nov., 1775, aged 64, and was 
buried in South Park Street Cemetery. 

A letter from Major Stringer LawTcnce to Clive, dated at 
Trichinopoly, i6th April, 1752, and contained in the Ormc MSS., 
India, Vol. II, p. 462, contains a reference to the wounds received 
by Clive, about 14th April, at Samiavaram, for which he had 
been treated by Hancock. 

Alves, the Surgeon mentioned in Clive’s letter, is stated, in 
Cons, of 7th Nov., 1757, to have come from Bombay to Calcutta 
in medical charge of troops. The burial of William Alves, 
Bengal Surgeon, on 17th June, 1762, is recorded in l\Ialden’s 
List of Burials at Madras. 

When the prisoners were confined in the Black Hole, Holwell 
seems to have been the only man who even for a time kept his 
head, offering bribes to the guards to release them, but without 
success. He was one of the twenty-three survivors, and, being 
kno^\'n to have been the leading spirit in the defence, a Member 
of Council, and the highest in rank among the surviving prisoners, 
he was sent by the Nawab in chains to Murshidabad. He was 
released towards the end of the year, made his way to Fulta, 
and at last got his long delayed leave. His report of the circum- 
stances of the siege and fall of Calcutta, to the Court of Directors, 
was Avritten at Fulta, and is dated 30th Nov., 1756. On i6th 
Jan., 1757, he applied for leave home, which was granted on the 
20th ; in Feb. he sailed in the Syren, a sloop of eighty tons, and 
reached England after a voyage of five months, ha\'ing written 
his Narrative on the way. 

^^^lile at home he was nominated to succeed Clive as 
Governor of Bengal, but waived his claim in favour of Mr. 
Manningham. A despatch from Court, dated nth Nov., 1757, 
appoints the following twelve officers to be President and 
Council of Fort William, the first four being President and 
Governor in turns for four months each : William Watts, 
Charles ]\Ianningham, Richard Becher, John Zephaniah Hol- 
well, Major James Kilpatrick, Paul Richard Pcarkes, ^^’'ilUam 
Frankland, !Matthew Collett, William IMackett, Peter .^mj’olt, 
Thomas Boddam, and Richard Court. The first four were 
also appointed members of the Select Committee to transact 
affairs with the country Government, and other matters which 
required sccrecj? ; each to preside for four months in turn. 



172 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

, Kilpatrick was alsp given a seat at this Committee, for military 
affairs only. 

Before Holwell left England, a new Court of Directors had 
been elected, who cancelled these arrangements, and sent him 
out as seventh in Council. By the time he landed he had .risen' 
to fourth, by the departure of seniors ; in 1759 he was second. 
The Bengal Secret and Mily. Cons, of 6th Sept., 1759, record his 
taking his seat in the Select Committee, with the oath of secrecy. 

■ Clive went home on the Royal George in Jan., 1760. He 
.presided for the last time at the Council meeting of 24th Jan., 

1760, when he handed in his letter of resignation, dated the 23rd. 
He nominated as his successor, as Governor of Bengal, Henry 
Vansittart, of the Madras Civil Service. Vansittart not being 
able to leave Madras at once, Holwell succceeded Clive as Governor, 
and presided for the first time at the Council meeting of 28th 
Jan., 1760. He held the Governorship for just six months, 
handing over charge to Vansittart on .27th July, 1760. He still 
retained his seat as Second in Council for two ‘months longer. 
The Cons, of 29th Sept., .1760, contain a letter from him, asking 
permission to resign the service on account of unjust treatment 
by the Court of Directors; and to remain in Bengal for a time to 
settle his affairs. The Council accepted his resignation -AvLtlr 
regret. He finally sailed for England in the Lord Anson, which 
left Calcutta on the loth, and Ingellee (HijH) on. the i8th March, 

1761. 

•Another Holwell was also in the Company’s service at this 
time, evidently a young man ; possibly a nephew or even a son 
of J. Z. Holwell. The Cons, of 21st Feb., 1760, contain the 
■ folIo\ving note. 

“ ]VP John William Holwell being return’d from China, begs leave to 
return the Court of Directors His thanks for the Honor they intended 
him of being entertained in -their service, and desires to be permitted to 
relinquish the same.” 

The Cons, of i6th Jan., 1764, note the appointment of John 
William Holwell as Lieut. Fireworker from 9th instant. He 
resigned his commission a few weeks later, on 2nd Feb., but 
remained in Bengal three years longer. The Cons. of_ ^th J £ s h‘4 s 
1767, note that he is granted leave to returiOiome on the 
Nottingham. 
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Fort Si. George Cons, of 23rd July, 1753, record the payment 
of head-money to Edward Holwell, Surgeon of the Harcourt. 

A Letter from Court to Bombay, dated 4th March, 1752, in 
para. 105 mentions the Rev. John Holwell as being then second 
Chaplain at Bombay. 

A Letter from Court, dated 25th March, 1757, mentions a 
minute by Holwell about establishing a Residency at Agra, 
consideration of which is postponed, and praises his administra- 
tion as Zamindar. The Court were of opinion that the revenues 
of Bengal had been greatly increased under HolweU's manage- 
ment, without imposing any new duties, or oppressing the poor, 
and that he had acted wlh integrity and lenity in the judicial 
work of his office. They add Rs.4000 a year to his salar3^ in 
lieu of all -fees and perquisites, in addition to Ins former salarj' 
of Rs.2000. 

That Holwell was a man fit for command was recognized by ' 
Clive, who, when Calcutta was altogether denuded of troops 
during the war with the Dutch in 1759, appointed him Colonel 
of the militia, consisting mainly of the Emropean inhabitants, 
for the defence of the Fort and settlement. As it turned out, 
the militia were not actually called on to fight on this occasion. 
But had Forde been defeated at Biderra, the English in Calcutta 
would, witliin a few days, again have had to fight for their 
lives. 

After HolweU's return to India, we again see numerous signs, 
in the Cons., of his official actmty. On 15th Feb., 1759, he 
asks, on behalf of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Masons, for 
payment of a bond for Rs.2475, which had been lost at the 
capture of Calcutta. On 2nd Feb., 1758, the Council had resolved 
that no European should be aUowed to purchase any of the Com- 
pany’s farms in the Twenty-four Parganas. In spite of tliis order, 
we find HolweU purchasing two such farms, Medunmull and 
Ekaberpoor, when they were put up for sale b}' auction at the 
Towm Hall, Calcutta, on 31st Juty, 1759. He paid a fair price for 
them, Rs.72,000 ; the upset price being Rs.57,000. Several other 
farms were purchased by other Europeans at the same time. 
On 4th June, 1759, a native sjmdicate had offered to farm the whole 
Twent\>’'four Parganas, at ah advance of Rs.r, 10,001 on the rent 
of the pre\nous year. On nth June, Holwell adNased that tliis 
offer should be refused, sa^'ing that he would give Rs.10,000 more 
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himself, and that the farms were worth much more. ' His advice 
was justified by events, the total realised by the auction on 31st 
July, at which he himself purchased two farms, being Rs.7,65,700, 
an advance of over two lakhs above the previous year’s revenues, 
Rs.5,46,044. On ' 9th Aug., 1759, the Council deputed Holv^ll 
to' visit Murshidabad ; his last journey to that city, thrte years 
before, had been as a prisoner in chains. During this, period 
Holwell erected, at his own expense, a monument to the victims 
of the Black Hole, about the spot where their bodies were buried 
in, or rather flung into, the ditch round the Fort. This monument 
was pulled down early in the nineteenth century, about 1821. 
A facsimile of the old monument was re-erected at the north-west 
comer of Dalhousie Square, almost on the same spot where its 
predecessor had stood, in 1902, and unveiled by the Governor- 
General, Lord Curzon, on 19th December, 1902. 

Holwell lived in England for thirty-eight years after his 
retirement. It sa5^s much for his constitution that, after sur- 
vmng the Black Hole, the journey in chains to Murshidabad 
dming the raiii?, and twent5^-eight years’ Indian service, he lived 
to the hale old age of eighty-seven. He died at Pinner, near 
Harrow, on 5th NoV., 1798. He was chosen a Fellow of the 
Royal Society on 29th Jan., 1767, being the^first medical officer 
who had served in India, if we .except John Fryer, to receive 
that honour.* 

In a Letter from Fort 'William, dated 29th Dec., I 759 > 
Governor, Clive, and Council protested against the tone of the 
Directors’ letters to them. The Court in answer ordered the 
dismissal of all those who had signed the letter, and were still in 
their service, including Holwell, ]^chard Becher, and John Cooke. 
Such was the reward, in these days, of service, in India, even in 
the highest ranks. Cooke, like Holwell, had served with credit 
during the siege, and had been through the agony of the Black 
Hole. But to protest against the overbearing insolence of the 
Directors’ letters was evidently thought a more serious offence, 
and one to be visited with more severe penalties, than the cow^ardly 
desertion of several members of Council in June, 1756.' Holwell, 
fortimately, had resigned and left India before the receipt of 
these orders. 

* Holwell was twice married. Three of his children survived him, Lieut.- 
Colonel James Holwell and the wives of William Birch and of Dr. Smnney. 
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Mr. Hill ^\Tites* about Holwell, at the time of the siege of 
Calcutta, in 1756 — 

" M' Holwell appears to have been the only ^lember of Council who 
had any real knowledge of the natives of the country, and his reforms in 
the administration of the law in Calcutta had endeared him to them, 
though they had rendered him unpopular vdth many of the Europeans 
whose gains were interfered with.” 

Orme, in his account of the loss of Calcutta, calls Holwell — 

" The gallant defender of the Fort and the asserter of the repul ation 
of the nation." 

It is not too much to say that, had Holwell been Governor 
of Fort William, instead of Drake, the loss of the Fort would 
never have occurred. Holwell's knowledge of the Government . 
and of the natives of Bengal would probably have enabled, him 
to avoid the quarrel altogether ; had war come, his common sense 
would have been equal to maldng adequate pro\dsion for war 
and preparation for defence. 

Holwell was a careful and assiduous student of the customs, 
manners, and religion, of the natives of Bengal, and was the first 
European official who made a study of Indian antiquities. After 
his retirement he published several works dealing with these 
subjects, as well as vith the historj^ of Bengal. His first work 
was the Narrative of the Black Hole, published in 175S. A list 
of his works is given below. Only one of them can be considered 
in any way connected with lus original profession of medicine. 

1. “ A genuine Narrative of the deplorable death of the 
English Gentlemen and others, who were suffocated in the Black 
Hole in Fort William.” 8vo, London, 1758 ; translated into 
German, 1799. 

2. ” India Tracts.” 4to, London,’i758 ; 2nd edition, 4to, 1764, 
3rd Edition, 8vo, London, 1774. 

(rt) ” Address to the Proprietors of East India Stock setting 
forth the unavoidable necessity and real motives for 
the Revolution in Bengal in 1760.” 

(6) ” Refutation of a letter from certain Gentlemen of the 
Council at Bengal to the Honble the Secret Committee. 
Serving as a Supplement to his Address to the Pro- 
' prictors of East India Stock.” 


• Bengal in 1756-57 ; Vol. I, Inircducdon, p. xli. 
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(c) “ Important facts regarding the East India Company’s 
affairs in Bengal, from 1752 to 1760.” 

. (d) ,The Narrative, No. i, republished.* 

{e) “ A defence of Mr. Vansittart’s conduct." 

3. “ Interesting Historical Events relative to. the Provincex^ ^ 
of Bengal and the Empire of Indostan." Vol. I, Beckett, London, 
8vo, 1765 ; Vol. H, 1766 ; Vql. HI, 1771 ; translated into German, 
1767, and into French at Amsterdam in 1768. (Vols. I and II.) 

{a) " A history of the' succession to the Empire of Indostan, 
from Aurenge Zebe to Mahomet Shaw.” 

" Transactions in Bengali." 

“ Account of the province in Bengali.” 

(6) “ View of the Religious Tenets of .the Gentoos.” 

" Account of the Creation of the Universe, from the 
Shastah.” 

" The Gentoo manner of computing time." 

“ Explanation of the Gentoo fasts and festivals." 

(c) "A Dissertation of the. Metempsychosis of the Brahminsj^ 

- or Transmigration of the Fallen Angelic Spirit.” 

4. " The East India Observer Extraordinary." London, .1766. 

5. "An account of the manner of Inoculating for .the Smallpox 
in the East Indies. With some observations on the. Practice and 
Mode of treating that Disease in those parts. Inscribed to the 
learned the President and Members of the College of Physicians 
in London.” 8vo, Becket, London, 1767. 

6. "An address to Luke Scrafton, Esq., in reply to his 
Observations on Llr. Vansittart’s Narrative.” London, 1767*1 

7. " On a new Species of Oak," 1772. \Philosophical Trans- 
actions, XIII, 306.] . ' 

8. " A new Experiment for the prevention of Crimes.” London, 
1786. 

• Cheap reprints of the Narrative were republished in Calcutta, by Lai Gopal 
Goswami, lOmo, 1884 ; and by R. B. Mitra, 8vo, 1899. 

•j* Luke Scrafton was a covenanted civilian. He was third in Council at 
Dahka in 1756, and subsequently Resident at Murshidabad. At a meeting of 
the Court of Directors on 12th July, 1769, three Commissioners were appointed 
to examine and to rectify the affairs of the Government of India in every dep^* 
ment. Henry Vansittart, Governor of Bengal from July, 1760, to November 
1764, who had been elected a member of lie Court that year, was appomted 
President ; the members were Colonel Francis Forde, the victor of Bideria, ana 
Scrafton. They sailed on 21st Sept., 1769, on the frigate .^Mror^whiclusaon™. 
the Cape on 6th Dec., sailed for India on 27th Dec., and was never heard of agaul?— 
With the Commissioners was lost their Surgeon, John Drew ; William Falcona 
the sailor poet, author of The Shipwreck, was also on board, as Purser. 
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- 9. " Dissertation on the Origin of Intelligent Beings, and on 
Divine Providence, to which is added a Plan for the Relief of 
the Present l^igericies of the State, the Burdens of the People, 
and a more/Honourable j\Iode of supporting the Clergy ; also 
an Essentikl Sketch for a new Liturgy." Bath, 1786. 

In this connection may also be mentioned a work entitled 
" A Vindication of Mr. Holwell's Character, from the Aspersions 
in ‘ Reflections upon the present state of our East Indian Affairs,’ 
by his friends.” 4to, 1764. 

The French medical establishment in Bengal in 1756-57 
included three Surgeons at Chandannagar, and one each at Patna, 
Dakka, Jagdia, and Kasimbazar (Saidabad). The names of the 
officers at Chandannagar in 1757 were Surgeon Major Mille, twelve 
years in India ; Serron Messis, second Surgeon, twelve or fourteen 
years in India ; and Mons. Fairie, Surgeon and manager of an 
Indigo concern.* The Dutch Surgeon at Chinsura in 1756 was 
Lucas Cramer, appointed in 1755. 

* Article The Chandamagay Papers, in Bengal Past and Present, ^'oJ. VI. 
No. 13, Oct. to Dec., 1910. 



CHAPTER XII 


WILLIAM FULLERTON. AND THE PATNA MASSACRE 

" Audentes fortuna juvat.” 

ViRGii., Mneid, Book X, line 284. 

William Fullerton appears to have come out to India about 
1745, but the first definite mention of his name occurs in Fort 
William Cons, of igth Aug., 1749, where he renews an interest 
note for Rs.16.137.* A Letter from Bengal, dated 23rd ‘Aug., 
1750, in para. 80, reports that Holwell has resigned his post as 
Second Surgeon from 30th April, 1750, and that Fullerton has 
applied to succeed him " agreeable to Compy’s Recommenda- 
tion Anno 1744,” but that the President has given the appoint- 
. ment to John Knox, senior. The Court of Directors refused to 
confirm the appointment of Knox, and ordered that' of Fullertosf^ ' 
He held the post of Second Surgeon for over ten years, and was 
present at the siege and capture of Fort William in June, 1756. 
At the time of the final surrender he was on board ship, pre- 
sumably on duty, attending the women and children, some of 
whom were sick, among them Mrs. Mackett, wfe of a Member 
of Council, and the wounded, of whom many had been sent on 
board. On 8th Dec., i 757 » he was elected Mayor of Calcutta 
for the ensuing year. 

Fullerton made a considerable amount of money in Calcutta. 
The lists of payments to European sufferers at the capture of 
Calcutta, quoted in the last chapter, show that he got compensa- 
tion to the extent of nearly Rs.2,30,000, a sum not far short of 
£30,000. The Cons, of 1759 and 1760 contain numerous notes 
of bills for large amounts drawn in his favour by the Patna- 

* The Bombay Cons, of 19th Sept,, 1746, record the appointment of Mr- 
Isaac Fullerton as Marine Surgeon. The Bombay Muster Ball s o£ -N{W.r-tL4^ 
show him as Surgeon of the Bombay Grab. The Com. of -jt^May, 1750, posr'- 
him as Surgeon at Gombroon, vice Hardcastle, sick. 

■f See Chap. X, The First Half of the Eighteenth Century. 
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Factor}^ in Calcutta, which goes to show that he was then 
speculating heavilj’ and successful!}' in saltpetre in Bihar. 

Early in 1^60 Fullerton was temporarily transferred to Bihar. 
He was certpiril^ in Calcutta as late as 6th Jan., 1760, when he 
signe^. a.-Sick certificate for John Smith, which is entered in the 
Coil's, of that date. The Cons, of 21st Jan. contain a note that 
Mr. Hancock’s pay is fixed at Rs.3000 a year. As Hancock 
succeeded Fullerton in Calcutta in Sept., 1760, it seems likely 
that he had come to Calcutta to take Fullerton's place before 
21st Jan. Fullerton was certainly m Bihar, and present in the 
action at Mohsinpur (Musseempore), in which he distinguished 
himself, on 9th Feb., 1760. 

In the beginning of 1760 the Emperor Shah Alam, who had 
just come to the throne, made war upon IVIir Muhammad Qasim, 
the Nawab of Bengal, and invaded Bihar. The Nawab’s troops, 
commanded by Raja Ram Narayan, Governor of Patna, assisted 
by a handful of British sipaltis, were completely defeated on 
gth Feb., 1760, at Mohsinpur, near Patna. The action is described 
in Broome’s History of the Bengal Army, pp. 281-83. Only five 
English officers were present, Captain Cochrane, commanding; 
Lieutenant Buck, of the Artillery ; Ensign Windcbeck ; Volunteer 
Barwell, a young civilian of the Patna Agency ; and Fullerton. 
The other four having been all Idlled — 

" TJxc only European officer now surviving was D' W. Fullerton, the 
Surgeon of the Agency, who assumed the command. Finding that the 
day v'as completely lost, this little party commenced their retreat to the 
city, surrounded b}' the enemy, but by the coolness and steadiness of their 
conduct keeping the latter at a respectful distance. One of the two gun- 
carriages having broken down, they were compelled to spike the piece and 
leave it on the field, but the tumbril of the other having upset, D' Fullerton 
halted the partj', deliberately righted it, and then resumed his march ; 
by their cool and daring behaviour, this remnant of the party succeeded 
in making good their retreat to Patna." 

The Emperor’s troops then laid siege to Patna ; Fullerton 
again distinguished himself in the defence. Broome writes 
(p. 297)— 

" The arrangements of the siege on this occ.asion were veiy diflercnt 
from the former unscientific and dilatoiy proceedings, the ability and 
energy of M. Law being chieily instrumental in occasioning r hangc ; 
the citv was invented on all three sides, and battcrie- were opened with 
considerable cfTrct ; niter five days of open trenches Momienr Law re:oh ( d 
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tipou an assault on the south side, but the breach not being perfectly 
practicable, he supplied his party mth scaling ladders, and having de- 
stroyed the flanking defences covering the poiflt to be attacked, he made 
the assault in broad day, and that in so sudden andSnui^ected a manner, 
that tlie party had gained the wall before the alarm At the 

first intimation of this attempt, Fullerton, who had sogxs^eatly distin- 
guished himself in the action of Musseempore, hastened vdtfiritEn^sj}^ 
sipahis to the spot, accompanied by several of the gentlemen of the factory, 
who volunteered their services as officers on the occasion ; when they 
arrived, they found the ladders planted, and some of the French troops , 
actually on the ramparts ; a fortunate discharge of rockets, and the fire 
of the sipahis, quickly drove them back, and Raja Shitab Roy making - 
a judicious sally at the same moment from one of the neighbouring gates, 
took them in flank ; and compelled them to retreat with considerable 
loss.” 

Later in the year FuUerton, who still held the appointment of 
Second Surgeon at Calcutta, returned to the Presidency. When 
he did so is not recorded, but he cannot have been at Patna many 
months. The Cons, of ist Sept., 1760, contain a letter of the same 
date from Fullerton, in which he asks leave to resign the Service, 
as he intends to return to Europe next season. 

The services of Fullerton, like those of HolweU, gained little 
appreciation from his superiors. He seems to have associated 
■with native gentlemen much more than was usual among the 
English in Bengal, and to have mixed himself u^^goodj^^^ 
native intrigue, Saiyid Ghulam Husain, the author of the 
ul-Mutakliann, writes of him as an intimate friend. That he 
laiew the vernacular well is shown by the fact of his employment 
as interpreter at the inquiry, held at Patna in 1764, into the 
conduct of Nanda Kumar, employment which was destined to 
bring him to grief and to close his Indian career. A letter from 
Henry Vansittart, Governor of Bengal, dated i6th Jan., 
speaks of him as follows : — * 

” Pam 6. Fullerton, formerly Surgeon, has been of late Nuud- 
coomar's Associate ; this Gentleman had the principal hand in 
the Minute entered by M' Amyott in Cons, the Inst & siibscril^ y 
Messrs Ellis and Smythe, he has always been at the head of a 

he could be at the head of the Government, which he is unfi < 
by the Gov*® Minute on Cons"® y® 12*^ he imagines the three CounsiUo 

convinced they hay© t>een misled. Tathaffl- 

" Pam 7. M* Fullerton has taken his passage home on the ra 
He is Suspected of encouraging the Correspondence +« T>romote tn 
affection of Burdwan Rajah. 

* * Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. I, 1760-70, p. 5. 
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" Para S. JI*" Fullerton is a great Banc to Society, and the Company’s 
Service ; so much is said of him that he may not on any account be suffer’d 
to return. His Rec*’ for destro3nng of Parties is not to give himself anj* 
tho^ abo^ o^^Ihg them.” ■ 

Fullerton duly went home in the spring of 1761. The Cons, 
of gth jMarch, 1761, note that a vacanc3' in the Court of Aldermen 
has been caused by liis resignation and departure in the Latham, 
which sailed on 2nd March. 

When Fullerton returned to Bengal is not recorded, but he 
cannot have been absent from India much over two 3'ears, for 
he was certainly again serving as Surgeon to the Patna Agency 
in June, 1763, when the war in Bihar began. So the Governor's 
strictures do not seem to have done him much harm, as, in spite 
of Vansittart’s recommendation that he should never be allowed 
to return to India, he was again serving in a post of some 
importance during Vansittart's Governorship. 

In 1761 the Bengal Coimcil had dethroned the Nawab of 
Bengal, Jlir Jafar, and in his place had raised to power his son- 
in-law, Mir Muhammad Qasim. Unlike Mir Jafar, the latter 
was not content to be a mere figurehead. The privilege of the 
dastak, or pass exempting merchandise from all transit dues, 
originally granted in favour of the public trade of the Company, 
had been abused by its use b3' most of the senior servants of the 
Company, to exempt their private trade from these duties. This 
was carried to such an extent that it became impossible for native 
merchants, who had to pay the dues, to compete in trade uith 
the cmlians. Unable to* obtain redress in any other wa3', in 
1763 Mir Qasim retaliated b3^ abolislung all such dues cntirel}’, 
thus placing all inland trade, public and private, native and 
European, on an equal footing. The Calcutta Council, who saw 
their advantage over their commercial competitors and their 
large profits cut away at one stroke, protested \dgorousl3' that 
this order was be3’ond the powers of the Nawab. This position 
now seems hardl3^ tenable. Their argument was, that the duties 
were imposed b3' the Emperor at Dellu, and b3* him remitted in 
their favour ; and that the Nawab, who was, nominall\’ at least, 
onl3^ the Emperor’s deput3% had no power to interfere with these 
orders. The remission, however, had been made in favoiu of 
the public trade of the Compan3*, not in favour of the private 
trade earned on by the Company's servants, :uid nominall\' 
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forbidden, though more or less tacitly permitted. The Governor, 
Vansittart, and Warren Hastings, then the junior memiber, seem 
to have been the only members of Council whO( took up the 
position that the Nawab was within his rights in issuif%» the order 
abolishing the transit duties. ^ — ■ — 

William EUis, the Chief of the Patna Agency, was one of 
those who were most strongly opposed to the Nawab. Elhs was 
a man of courage and resolution, but of violent temper, and, as 
the subsequent events at Patna showed, no leader of men. He 
had been one of the small band of ten volunteers who distinguished 
themselves in the early part of the siege of Calcutta, and had 
been sent on board ship among the wounded, so escaped the final 
surrender. In Clive’s attack on the Nawab’s army, on the 
north-east of Calcutta, on 5th Feb., 1757, he served as an Ensign, 
and lost a leg. He was appointed Chief of Patna in the Cons. 
of 22nd Sept., 1761. 

In April, 1763, the Calcutta Council deputed two of their 
members, Amyott and Hay, to visit the Nawab at Monghir, and- 


present an ultimatum. In May a boat touched at Monghir, 
laden with firearms and supplies for the English g^son and 
factory at Patna. The Nawab seized this boat, ^fter long 
negotiations, towards the end of June, he detained^^Tf 
hostage, aUowing Amyott to set out for Calcutta. m . 

The Military Commandant at Patna was Caj^^ . 
Carstairs. He had served as an Ensign in the siege 01^^'° 
in 1756, was wounded, and sent on board ship. He was^^sl^’^ 
at Plassey, where he was one of the minority who vo1^nr6S6flt 
immediate attack. Ho was one of the ciRht CapOunr. ’ 
in 1758, because supor.scclecl by ’ V.’i'’ ' i 

‘ ,w f<iM 1. , > k' ' ■ ’d 

* »n>'» * _4 * u >• 


... oocu at the head of a Party, 

.jo at tue head of the Government, which he is unfit' for, 
by the Gov^ Minute on Cons“® y® 12*^ he imagines the three Counsillors are 
convinced they . have been misled. 

" Para 7. M' Fullerton has taken his passage home on the Latham. 
He is Suspected of encouraging the Correspondence to promote the dis- 
afiFection of Burdwan Rajah. ~ - 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. I, 1760-70, p. 5. 
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As soon as he heard that negotiations at Slonghir had been 
broken oil, Ellis determined to seize the Nawab’s fort at Patna. 
Early in the mpming of the 25th June the English attacked the 
cit5^ an^tlie Nawab’s troops making little resistance, took it, 
.'butanol the Fort. The English troops dispersed to plunder the 
city, and many of the officers returned to the English factorj’^ for 
breakfast. A small reinforcement arri\dng from Monghir about 
noon, drove the scattered English troops out of the city. Ellis 
and Carstairs determined to retreat into Oudh, but met with 
great difficulty owing to floods, the sipahis deserted in large 
numbers, and after a few days they were surrounded. A battle 
took place at Slanjlii, now in Saran district, on ist Jul5^ where 
the English were defeated, and Carstairs was mortally woimded. 
He died at Hajipur on 3rd July. The remaining English took 
to their boats, and on their way down the river surrendered. 

Fullerton accompanied the force in its retreat to Slanjhi, 
and was present in the action there on ist July. As described 
in his Narrative, he was sent back to Patna on 2nd Jul3% uitli a 
letter from EUis to Melmdi AH Khan, the commander of the 
Nawab's troops at Patna. ElUs and the other prisoners, the 
. party with Campbell and Anderson excepted, were brought into 
‘••Patna on the 6th July, and taken on to Monghir on 8th Jul3\ 
On the i6th July Fullerton was also sent to !Monghir, and there 
confined separate!}^ from the others. On loth Aug. he was 
allowed to see the other prisoners, in order to treat Captain 
Turner, who was suffering from flux (dj'sentery) and died at 
iffonghir. Apparent^ this was the onty. occasion on which he 
saw anj^ of the others ; his Narrative is not clear as to whether 
he saw them more than once, or whether he treated Surgeon Ham, 
ho also died at ]\Ionghir. On 13th Sept, the other prisoners 

■' <5001 from Mongliir to Patna. On the igtli Fullerton was 
■ to Patna, and confined alone in the Fort there. On 
he had an inter\’iew with the Nawab, who proposed 
Hh a letter to Calcutta, but changed his mind, and 
•'.V in the Dutch Factory. 

■ success of his anus at Patna, the Nav-.-ib 
•he English throughout Bengal. The 
- the first taken, and the oiVicials 
•}jir. -•\mj’ott was killed at Mur- 
y to Calcutta. 
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On 7th July the Calcutta Council declared war on the Nawab, 
and on the 25th reinstated Mir Jafar on the throne. A force 
under the Commander-in-Chief, Major Thomas' Adams, of H.M.’s 
84th Foot, was despatched to Bihar, and completely^ defeated 
the Nawab’s troops in three important engagements— oir-^i^th ,. 
July opposite Katwa, on 2nd Aug. at Gharia, and on 5th Sept, 
at Undwa Nala, east of Rajmahal. Monghir surrendered without 
resistance on ist Oct., the Nawab having previously retreated 
to Patna. That city and fort were taken on 6th Nov. ; the 
Nawab fled into Oudh. 

The victory at Undwa Nala and the surrender of Monghir 
sealed the fate of the English prisoners. The majority of them 
were murdered on the night of the 5th Oct. rmder the Nawab’s 
orders, in the “ Patna Massacre,” by the infamous Walter 
Reinhardt, known as Sombre or Somru. Seven others, who had 
been confined separately from the rest in the house or prison 
kno^vn as Chihal Satun (forty pillars), were murdered on iith Oct. 
The only officer spared was Fullerton, who had been confined 
separately from the rest, and allowed to live in the Dutch factory. 

Thus Fullerton found himself, for the second time, the sole 
survivor of the force to which he belonged. He was the only 
officer present at Mohsinpur who did not fall in the action, .fho 
only officer of the Patna force who was not murdered. So, 
nearly eighty years later, of the army in retreat' from Kabul, 
Surgeon William Brydon was the only man who made his way 
through to Jalakbad. But on that occasion many others sur- 
vived, as hostages and prisoners. . 

In the Patna massacre perished sixteen ciyilians, viz. two 
members of Council, Ellis and Hay, seven Factors, including 
Henry Lushington,* and seven writers ; six officers of artillery, 
and eighteen of infantry ; three Surgeons ; and eight English 
merchants, serving as officers for the time being — ^in all fifty-one. 
Including those killed in the assault on Patna, and the battle of 
Manjhi ; five, among them Amyott, killed elsewhere ; and two who 
died of disease while prisoners at Monghir, the total number of 
officers who lost their lives was sixt3^-five. The figures are those 
• given by Fullerton, in his Narrative. 

* Lushington was one of the survivors of the Black Hole. .Under CiiveV 
orders, he wrote out the Red Treaty for Omichand, and forged-Admiral Watson's 
name to it. Ho made a fine fight at the massacre. (Adams' letter, quoted by 
Beveridge.) 
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The last certain information we have of Ellis shows lihn in a 
favourable light. Afte^ the battle of Undwa Nala j\Iir Qasim 
wrote to Major .^dams, telling him that if he advanced further 
all the E^isli^prisoners would be Idlled. Adams then vTOte to 
-EUk-JincTHay, recommending them to purchase their liberty at 
any price. Their answer was, that their countrjTOen need not 
think of them, and that they desired that no consideration of 
their situation should delay the progress of the army.* 

The authorities for the story of the Patna massacre are a 
letter from Major Adams, dated i8th Oct., gmng what informa- 
tion he could gather after the event, Fullerton’s Narrative, and 
the diaries of Surgeons Campbell and Anderson, who were 
murdered at Chilial Saiun. Fullerton had seen nothing of the 
other prisoners, and his accomit of the massacre is only hearsay 
evidence. The diary of Campbell ceases on i6th Aug., that of 
Anderson is continued up to the 6tli Oct., the last entry being 
that the seven prisoners at Chihal Saiun had been informed that 
the others had been killed. Anderson writes Thursday, the 5tli 
Oct., but Thursday was really Oct. 6th. Details of the massacre 
are also given in the Saii'-ul-Mittaklierin. 

Fullerton's Narrative is partly in diar}'' form, though probably 
svritten after his escape. He says that most of the prisoners 
were killed on the 5th Oct. ; that on the 7th the Nawab proposed 
to send him as an envoy to Calcutta, but subsequentlj^ counter- 
manded the order ; that he interceded for the remaining prisoners 
at the Chihal Satun, but without success, as they were killed 
on nth Oct. ; that the Nawab fled on 14th Oct. ; after which he 
made his escape on 25th Oct., and joined j\Iajor Adams the same 
night. He gives a list of all the officers who lost their lives. His 
report was read at a mcetmg of the Calcutta Council on iQtli 
Dec., 1763. 

Short extracts from the diaries of Campbell and Anderson 
arc quoted in Wieeler’s Early Records of British India, pp. 320 
lo 32^. Fullerton’s report is given in Broome’s History of the 
Bengal Army, Appendix T, p. xli. j:H 1 three arc published in 
two articles on The Patna Massacre, by H. Beveridge, I.C.S., 
in the Calcutta Rcvicxv, No. 158, 1884, and No. 168, 1SS7. They 
h?.ve also been republished in 1909 by the Calcutta Historical 

* St.ilcmcut by Major Grant, A.D.C. to ^Vdams, before the Committee of the 
iIyu^c of Commons ; quoted by lieveridge, CalniUa Rcvirn’. No. 15S, p. 371. 
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Society as Dianes of Three- Surgeons of Patna, edited by the 
Rev. W. K. Firminger. 

Reports of the events at Patna, including the massacre, were 
sent home in Letters from Calcutta, dated agfh Sept.j^'and two 
dated 19th Dec., 1763. The second letter of this date' gtates— 
in para. 6 — 

" Fullerton, Surgeon of Patna Factory, was the only one spared 
in this Massacre, and by his Narrative it seems that y® Nabob did this, 
with the View of employing him to Treat for Peace.” 

Broome, in his History of the Bengal ' Army, Appendix T, 
p. xlii, quotes the account of the massacre given in the Sair-ul- 
Mutakherin, which ends thus — 

“ Of all the prisoners, not a man remained alive, save D* Fullerton, 
who, by assisting professionally most of the Grandees of the Court, had - 
endeared himself to them, he even had Mir Kasim himself for an acquaint- 
ance and friend.” 

At least four medical officers perished in this war,‘ Crooke, 
Ham, Campbell, and Anderson ; apparently also two others, 
called Harling, or Harlan, and Smith. 

Clement Crooke was a native of St. Kitts, in the West Indies, • 
who in 1753 took the degree of M.D. at Edinburgh witlLa.the 3 iS^ 
De Pleuritide. He was Surgeon at Chittagong in 1761-62. A 
Letter from Fort Wilham, dated 8th April, 1762, in para. 24, 
reports his appointment as Head Surgeon at the Presidency, 
in place of Wilham Plenderleath, drowned. He accompanied 
Amyott and Hay on their mission to Monghir, and set out with 
Amyott to return to Calcutta, was taken prisoner when Amyott 
was killed at Murshidabad on 3rd July, and sent to Monghir. 
Along with the other prisoners, all except the seven at Chihal 
Satun, he was sent to Patna a few days before the massacre of 
6th Oct., in which he perished. 

Another officer with the same surname, Edward Crook, a 
young civihan, was one of the staff of Kasimbazar 'Factory, was 
taken there, and murdered at Patna. 

John Ham, was appointed Surgeon to the Factory at Kasini- 
bazar, in the Cons, of 23rd May, 1763, as being the oldest (senior) 
Assistant Surgeon, in place of Surgeon Wilham Stuart,- 
died there of apoplexy. Ham was taken prisoner with the other 
officials at Kasimbazar, and sent to Monghir, where, according 
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to Fullerton, he died. The Fort William Letter of 19th Dec., 
17 ^ 3 / Skives his name ^ pne of those killed in the Patna massacre 
of 6th Oct., ^.t-lhis is probably a mistake ; Fullerton was in a 
positio^oHmow the truth. 

William Anderson came to India as Surgeon’s Mate of the 

Edgbaston in 1753, and was left sick at Madras. The Fort St. 
George Cons, of 29tli Oct., 1753, record his appointment as 
Surgeon to the settlement at Negrais Island, in relief of Charles 
Maule, sent back sick to Madras. Anderson remained at Negrais 
nearly three years. On 26th Jan., 1756, he applied for sick leave, 
and on 8th Oct., 1756, reported his arrival at Vizagapatam, and 
asked permission to remain there till his health was restored. 
How or when he came from Madras to Bengal does not seem to 
be recorded. 


In 1763 he was serving as Surgeon to the troops at Patna. 
After the battle of Manjhi on ist July, he got into a boat along 
with Captain Carstairs, Captain Wilson, Surgeon Campbell, and 
Ensigns Armstrong and McKay. They surrendered themselves 
at Hajipur, where Carstairs died, on 3rd Jul}^ and were sent to 
Patna, and thence sent on in their boat to Monghir. Apparently, 
they were not landed there, but were sent back at once to Patna, 
^where they were confined in the CJiihal Saiun, till the}' were 
murdered on iith Oct. On nth Aug. two other prisoners were 
added to this party, Bennett, a factor at Kasimbazar, and 
Thompson, a merchant. This latter name is not included in 
Fullerton's list, which, however, gives Johnstone as the name of 
one of the merchants killed in the massacre. This party at 
Chihal Saiun never saw any of the other prisoners. 

Peter Campbell had been Surgeon of an Indiaman, and certainly, 
as his diary shows, served as a Surgeon dining the fighting, though 
Fullerton calls him a merchant. He was i\*ith Anderson's jjarty 
throughout, and perished Math the rest of that party. 

How many of the European soldiers, who were taken prisoners, 
were murdered, is not known with certainty. To begin uaih 
there were nearljf three hundred, of whom a large number were 
foreigners. Some must liave been killed in the fighting. Pfvt- 
bably some of the foreigners took seriace undvr Somru, and suine 
deserted. It seems likely that all tho.^e who remained prisoners, 
including probably most of the English, were murdered. letter, 
dated 25th Nov., 1763, fi'om Fort William to Fori St, George, 
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j. j • 7i>r j n/r-1 r" of 'Patna, edited by the 

entered in the Madras Mtly. Cons. } ■' ^ 


two 


avc 


that all privates, as well as officers, were s,'. 
lists of victims states that about one hundre^^riv*® -.^^^®^.^^®','^®^® 
•were massacred. 

There were a few ladies anB children at. Patna, who must 
been takeri prisoners -with the men ; among them Lady Hope, 
wife of Lieut. Sir William Hope, Bart., who fell in the massacre 
of 5th Oct. As it is not stated that they were killed, it is probable, 

that they were released. Lady Hope, like Fullerton, was allowed 
to live in the Dutch Factory. In the letter from Major Adams, 
howeyer, quoted by Beveridge, it is stated that Somru killed a 
young child of Mr. Ellis’. 

A copy of Fullerton’s Narrative is preserved in the India 
Office among the Orme MSS. [Orme, Various, Vol. XXI, pp. 
113-126). A few pages further on are two lists of the -victims. 
The first of these lists, like FuUerton’s, gives sixty ffive names in 
aU. In this list it is stated that Clement Crooke was dangerously 
wounded in the head, when Amyott’s party were captured at 
Murshidabad on 3rd July, and that he died a few days later. 
This list states that Campbell had been Surgeon of an Indiaman. 


It also gives the names of^two more medical officers .among those 


killed at Patna. 


V.. 


" Doctor Smith, a Swiss, massacred ; Doctor Harlan, formerly in the 
Icing’s train * at Bombay, massacred.” 

The second list increases the number of officers killed to 
seventy-two, plus about one hundred and twenty soldiers. This 
list gives the name of Dr. Harling among the Surgeons IdUed, it 
does not give Dr. Smith's name. 

Aio Dr. Smith nothing more seems to be kno\vn. There 

Sattin, he was'^rpnces to Harling, none much to his credit, in the 
6th Oct., in which he perfiireur/’ Cons, note the payment of head- 
Another officer with the samergeon of the Norfolk, on' 2nd 
young civilian, was one of the staff of the Delaware on ist June, 
taken there, and murdered at Patna, 'ord, -with reference to an 
John Ham, was appointed Surgeon toan impostor,t that he is 
bazar, in the Cons, of 23rd May, 1763, as bcders will be sent there. 
Assistant Surgeon, in place of Surgeon Wihnote a dispu+g^fifeli^ 
died there of apoplexy. Ham w^as taken priso.. /'with the other 
officials at Kasimbazar, and sent to Monghir, where, according 
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, between Thomas B3*{eld, Custom- 
lo FuUerton. he died. The'iarling. of the liing’s Train. In 
17631 gives liis name as/jg entered a letter dated 9th Jan. from 
of 6th Oct., ^/^^"iiarling, in which he states that lie was ap- 
Boulton, Surgeon of the Norfolk Indiaman, and 
"uTcfr after his return to England he was appointed Surgeon of 
the Delaware. At this time Harling seems to have been in trouble 
for drawing a bill, which was protested, against ]Mr. Boulton. 
Those of 20th Ma}^ 1760, contain a petition from Henr}" Harling, 
asking leave to go to the Coromandel Coast, to seek redress, for 
having been dismissed from his post of Lieutenant Fireworker, 
bj' Captain Richard Maitland, commanding the artiller\? at 
Bombay. He states that no orders were given to dismiss him 
from the rank of Lieutenant, but only from that of Surgeon. 
Orders were passed on this petition, that he must go to England. 
On 26th Aug., 1760, are noted orders to the Captain of the 
Cumberland not to take Harling on board as a passenger to 
Madras, as he has been ordered home. On 4th Nov. arc noted 
orders to send him home as a charterpartj^ passenger on the 
Houghton. On 25th Nov., 1760, is noted receipt of a letter from 
Henry Harling, on which the Bombay Council ordered that as 
Harling has withdraw! himself from their jurisdiction, they have 
nothing more to do wth him, but must report to Madras his 
absconding to the " ^lorattoes.” The Madras Mily. Cons, of 
2iith Dec., 1760, record receipt of a letter, dated 27th Nov., 1760, 
slating that Henry Harling, late Surgeon and Lieutenant Fire- 
worker in the King's Artiller3% has gone to the Marathas, instead 
of proceeding home on the Houghton, and asking tliat he may 
be arrested and sent home, if he comes within the ^ladras 
jurisdiction. 

Unfortunatclj' no record exists of Harling's adventures among 
the ^larathas, or of how he got to Bengal, and obtained emplo\’- 
ment again there as Surgeon. He had exadenth’ been there for 
some time, and seems to have served at Kasimbazar. for the 
Fort William Cons, of 30th April, 1764, contain a reference to 
the estate of the late Dr. HcniA' Harling, which mentions hi^ 
house at Kalkapur, the Dutch Factory at Murshidabrid. 

A co py of Anderson’s diaiy is preserved in the records of thv 
.-''deserted.' xv . //owe Series, Miscellaneous, Vol. 456D. On the 

' tiding probmotes that the other prisoners, except Fullern.n, 
jated 2501 No\ 
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had arrived at Patna from Monghir, but that Lady Hope and some 
other women had been left behind. On the same day he mentions 
that " our servant. Dr. Nicola,” has been. .arrested for trying to 
communicate with the other party of prisoners. ■ This Nicola was 
a dresser serving under Anderson, and is the ” black-slave boy , 
Nicholas,” said by Dr. Kerr to have been appointed an Assisffflit" 
Surgeon.* He ran great risk of losing his life in the service of 
Anderson and the other prisoners, and well deserved all he got. . 
Probably it was he who took Anderson’s letters and diary, perhaps 
Campbell’s diary also, to Davidson. On 21st Sept. Anderson men- 
tions Nicola’s release, and on 27th Sept, he states that Lady Hope 
had arrived at Patna, and had been placed in the Dutch factory. 

The same volume contains two letters, dated 26th Aug. and 
6th Oct., from Anderson to John Davidson, Surgeon at Chatigam 
(Chittagong), Bengal, in which Anderson asks Davidson to settle 
his affairs for him after his death. The second of these two letters 
is given below. 

" Patna, 6^*^ October 1763. 

*' Dear Davidson. — Since my last, His Excellency has been com- 
pleatly defeated, and, in consequence, obliged to retreat to JafSer Ca^vn's 
Gardens yesterday, and purposes coining into the City to-day. Sumroo, 
wth the Sepoys, arrived here last night, and I suppose to effect his wicked 
designs ; for last night Ellis and 48 Gentlemen were murdered, and as 
about an equal number remains of soldiers and us, I expect my Fate-this 
Night. Dear Davidson, this is no surprise to me, for I have all along 
expected it. I must therefore as a d3dng Man, request of you to' collect 
and remit home my Fortune as soon as possible, and write home a com- 
forting Letter to my Father and Mother. Let them Know I die bravely, 
as a Christian ought, for I fear not him who can kill the Body, and nothing 
more, but rejoice in hopes of a future Existence through the merits of my 
Saviour. O Davidson be not over anxious for a Fortune ; let mediocrity 
satisfy you, and go home and comfort your friends and mine. Endeavour 
to recover M*^ Ellis’s money if possible, but I believe the 14,000 Rupees 
with Hancock is safe, which will be a help for my. poor Friends. You 
have full Instructions in my other papers. You may give Nicola, if he 
comes to you,' 200 R® and, if you can, provide for him, for. he is a good 
Boy. Now Dear Friend I take my leave of you, hoping that that Friend- 
ship toU still subsist — iox why may there not be the same friendship in a 
future State, — Friendship, founded on Virtue, must subsist for ever. 

" Fare you well, and may God give you Satisfaction in Life, and Joy 
in Death. — ^Yours, William Anderson.” 


John Davidson, to whom this letter is addressed, was Sur- 
geon to the army in 1760. He succeeded Crookejas-Siirgeon^ 

* See Chap. XXII, Appointment to the Service, Examinations. 
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Chittagong earl}^ in 1762. Like Fullerton, he declined the offer 
of Crooke’s place as Head Surgeon at Calcutta, after Crooke's 
death ; but accepteji it later on, in Ma3% 1766. The Cons, of 
nth Jan., i768^cord his resignation as Head Surgeon, Calcutta, 
on acco^t-of iE-health. Some further correspondence in the 
saniE'v^me, between Da\ddson and General Caillaud, shows that 
he was still living, and residing at Restalrig, near Edinburgli, in 
1792, when he made over copies of Anderson’s diar}* and letters 
to Jolm Bruce, historiographer to the East India CompanJ^ 

Apart from Fullerton, the onlj^ prisoners who are definitely 
known to have survived were four sergeants, Peter Da\'is, Douglas, 
Speedy, and a fourth whose name has not been preser\'ed. They 
were taken prisoners at Manjhi, and sent to the Nawab of Pumea, 
who treated them kindly, and refused to put them to death when 
ordered to do so. He was then obliged, by orders from Mir 
Qasim, to send them to Patna. On the way, they overpowered 
the crew of the boat in which they were travelling, and joined 
]\Iajor Adams at Undwa Nala. Speedy had served at Dettingcn 
and Fontenoy ; he died in 1767. Douglas was killed in Captain 
Edwards’ disastrous engagement vith sanyasis at Rangpur in 
1773. Da\ds got a commission as ensign on 4th July, 1770, 
' Jind died at Buxar, as a captain, on 24th March, 1788.* 

The Cons, of i8th June, 1764, contain orders to the Patna 
Council to apply to the Nawab to grant them the house in which 
the massacre was perpetrated, with instructions to demolish the 
house, to rail in the ground, and to erect a monument. In 
obedience to these directions was erected the monument which 
now stands in the old burial groimd in Patna city, the surrounding 
enclosure ha^^ng been used as the European cemeter}' of Patna 
for about a centur3\ Apparently no inscription was placed on it 
at the time. The present inscription, which contains several 
errors, was added so recenth* as 1880, under the orders of Sir 
Ashley Eden, then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

Major Adams died in Calcutta on I2lh Jan., 176.^, when about 
to embark for England. ^lir Qasim took refuge with the Nawab 
of Oudh, Shuja-ud-daulah, who look up his cause, and along willi 
liini invaded Bengal. Shah .'Mam, the Emperor, who had also 

* Till' floiy of the four rcrsc-.Tnt.s is jriven at kr.cth in cf rf r Pi-.'.-.’- 

hv Cript. Williams, London, 1527. Sperdy r-ivt' Wtlh.-ims tl.'- rurj- 
«'{ tl’.cit c-'C.-.pc'. The n.ime of tho fourth man i« not pivtu. 
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sought the assistance of the Nawab of Oudh to seat him oh the 
throne at Delhi, accompanied them^. The invaders were beaten 
by Major Camac at Patna on 3rd May, ,and finally routed at 
Buxar on 23rd Oct., 1764, by Major Hector Mmiso. Chunar and 
AUahabad were taken in February, 1765. The victory ,of Buxar 
brought the war in Bihar to a successful conclusion. Mir Qasim' 
fied to Rohilkand, and eventually died in poverty at Delhi, in 1777. 

The vacancy as Head Surgeon in Calcutta, caused by the 
death of Crooke, was offered successively to .Surgeons Russell of 
Daklta, Fullerton of Patna, and Davidson of Chittagong; but' 
all three preferred to keep their own stations. It was then given 
to James Ellis, who subsequently, in 1786, became the first 
Physician General, and senior member of the Medical Board. 

Fullerton remained at Patna rather more than two years after 
the massacre. On i6th July, 1764, under the orders of Camac, 
who had succeeded Adams as ■ Commander-in-Chief, but had 
himself been superseded by Munro on 28th June, an inquiry was 
held at Patna into the conduct of Nanda Kumar, whom Carnac 
wished to remove from the Nawab’s service, on a charge of 
disaffection. This inquiry was conducted by four officers, 
Fullerton, and Captains A. Swinton, Stables, and Pierson, the 
two first acting as interpreters. Nanda Kumar had . writtenji - 
letter to Raja Balwant Sinh, of Benares, who fought uHdefThe 
Nawab of Oudh at the battles of Patna and Buxar, advising him 
against an alliance with the English. Fullerton knew of this 
letter, and did not mention it. The proceedings at this inquiry 
are entered in -the Fort William Secret and Mily. Cons, of nth 
Oct., 1764, and i6th March, 1765, in the latter at great length. 
In the former, it is stated that the inquiry ended inconclusively, 
the officers who held it reporting that the accuser, Haji Abdallah, 
varied in his accusations, and either could not or would not 
produce his proofs. Camac again became Commander-in-Chief 
from Jan. to April, 1765, when Clive returned to Bengal as 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 

On i6th March, 1765, it was determined to call Fullerton 
do\vn to Calcutta for a further inquiry into the matter. Th« 
Cons, of nth Nov., 1765, contain a minute by Camac, accusing 
Fullerton of having knoAvn of this letter of Nanda Kumar’s, and 
of having deliberately concealed its existence ; and requesting 
that Fullerton may be sent for without delay, as Captains Suanton 
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and Stables, wiio would be material e\ndencc against liim, an* 
si>r)n going home. 

Fullerton rcac-hiid' Gilcutta in the middle of December. A 
letter fromj/m^ in the Cons, of 6th Jan., 1766, states that he has 
-becn-fflfee weelcs in Calcutta, and asks to be brought to trial 
without delay. On 17th Feb. he again made the same request. 
The case was taken up on 24th Feb., and is recorded in the Co;:s. 
of that date, where it occupies a considerable space. The charge 
against Fullerton is contained in the following letter from Carnac. 

" From sundry letters I \\TOtc to the Board in April 176.}, it will 
appear how urgent I was with the ICabob Jlyr jafer, so as to be upon the 
l)oint of entirely falling out with him, to dismiss Xuudhomar from his 
Service, as I had been led to believe he was engaged in a criminal corre- 
spondence, and how anxious I was to get proofs of the same, as the Xabob 
rested his refusal upon the want thereof. It is since come to light that 
Fullerton had seen the very letter said to be wrote to Bulwant Sing by 
Nundkomar, which was the foundation of the charge against him. I 
ainnot conceive how he can reconcile with his duty to the Company the 
concealing such a letter, yet heartily wish he may be able to clear up a 
conduct which is at present so mysterious. His keeping this a secret 
from me is the more extraordinary, as no one was better acquainted how 
much I had this enquirj' at heart, a great intimacy having alway.s sub- 
sisted between us, and I had reposed such a particular confidence in him 
__as to have requested his attendance on me as Interpreter, till the arri\*al 
of C.’.jJt. Swinton." 

The Council acquitted Fullerton of serious default, but 
censured him in the following terms : — 

“ As Fullerton interpreted at the Examination of Nimdcomar and 
was acquainted at that time of an intercepted letter of a trea*- enable 
Nature supposed to be written by Nundcomar, it was his Duty to de* ire 
Messrs Batson and Billers to inform Gen* Carnac of the Coincnts .and if 
they declined he then ought to have made them known himself. In thiv 
transaction M*" Fullerton appears the more incxcusal’le on .\ccount of 
the Intimate Connection between General C.arnac and Inin, more p.ani- 
cularly as he had so fair an opportunity of making the Difcovtiy cluiim; 
the Examination, however as the Board do not suppose th.at hu. Conduce 
could have proceeded from bad Design but from Inattention, th* y 
over with Censure what must otherwise have called for tlu- mo-t cm :np!:.r\‘ 
scvt'rily. They cannot but remark at the same time th'.t the G-ntr..! 
has been extremely illuscd in this, but particul.arly by Mei'i- E.i*,-rn 
Billers whose duty it moic immediately v.as to J'.r.%e gntn him ti.e 
luionuation." 


Batson .and Billots wore botli moinb- rs oi Couj... il. St J;-- 
Batson, lilco Ellis, was a man of violent teinj\:. Tin Ccr.-. 
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loth June, 1763, contain a report of a quarrel in the Council 
Chamber, between Batson and Warren Hastings, in which the 
lie direct was exchanged, followed by blou'S. The Council found 
Batson was the. aggressor,- and suspended him fr^m the Com- 
pany’s service ; but subsequently removed the suspSision, on- - 
his making a fuU apology. He was appointed Chief of the Patna 
Agency after the city was retaken in Nov., 1763. In the Cons. 
of 20th Feb., 1764, he was recalled, and William Billers was 
appointed in his place. Batson was subsequently appointed 
Resident wth the Nawab of Oudh. The death of Billers is 
reported in the Cons, of 22nd July, 1765. 

On loth March Fullerton sent in a letter defending himself 
against the charges on which he- had been censured. This letter 
is very long, filling six and a quarter closely ^vritten folio pages. 
He states that the letter from Nanda Kumar to Raja Balwant 
Sinh was first seen by him on 12th or 14th July, 1764, when Mr. 
Batson showed it to him, but told him to keep it secret ; and that 
Billers also knew of it ; that Batson asked him to try and find 
out whose was the handwriting; that he got it identified as 
the hand%vriting of Ackichund, a munshi of Nanda Kumar’s, 
but not rmtil after the inquiry had been completed ; and that 
he thought that Camac did not wish Nand^ KtflnaiH;^ be 
convicted. 

On 2ist March Fullerton sent in another letter resigning the 
service. This letter is given below, also the orders passed in the 
Cows, of 24th March, accepting his resignation. 

" To the Robert Clive President and Governor &c 

Council of Fort William. 

" My Lord and Gentlemen. — ^Having come down from Patna in April 
last in consequence of an Order from the Board to attend as an Evidence 
at the Examination which was proposed to have been made into Nund- 
comar’s Conduct I request your Lordship &c \vill be pleased to order me 
such Allowance as you may judge reasonable to defray my travelling 
Expences to Calcutta and back again As I do not think I can remain 
TOth honor in the Service after the Censure which has been passed upon 
me I now beg leave to resign and request You will order me a Passage on 
board the Ponsbome. I have the Honor to be My Lord and Gentlemen 
Your most Obed^ Servant, William Fullerton. 

" Calcutta 2ist March 1766.” 

CoHS., 2^f/i March. " Letters from M*^. William Fullerton of.the 10 
& 21 Inst read The first in answer to the Censure past't5H“Mm in Counfcil^ 
the 24th into the other applying for an Allowance in Consideration of 
his travelling Expences on his being summon’d to Calcutta to answer the 
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□large made against him by General Carnac & requesting leave io 
resign the Compys Service & to return to England in the Ponsbonie 

" Agi’ccd JP Fullerton's travelling Charges be paid. 

" The Secrclary''is directed at the same time to acquaint him that 
ins Letter of ;dic loth Inst is express'd in very unbecoming terms and 
such as cjUot have been publickly taken Notice of had he not resign’d. 
■"'''Xgreed that JF Fullerton be permitted to take Iiis Passage for 
England in the Ponsbornc and that Captain Payne have the usual permit 
to receive him on board with his Necessaries." 

Fullerton sailed for England, in April, 1766, in the Ponsbonie, 
which went aground going dowii the river, lost her passage to 
England for the season, and on 5lh June was waiting at Malacca. 
His successor at Patna was Thomas Carnegie, appointed in Cons. 
of 5th Jlay, 1766, who did not hold the post for long, as he died 
in Calcutta on 31st Oct., 1768. 

His friend Saiyid Ghulam Husain, the author of the Sair-iU- 
Mutakhcriii, writing about 1781, thus laments his departure — * 

'* But it was General Carnac who enjoyed now the full sunsliine of 
favor : he had these many years enjoyed the friendship and confidence of 
Lord Clive’s ; and he became now the principal manager of his politics 
and governcment, as well as the center of all business public and private. 
He had been heretofore a warm friend of Doctor Fullerton’s ; but having 
become lus swornc cnemi, he had put some matters into Lord Clive’s 
mind, that made him dismiss the Doctor from the service. Tliis gentleman, 
after talcing an aflcctionnat lc.ave of his friends by wliom he w'as cxedingly 
regretted, set out for his country, from wliich he promised to come back 
again, on liis being able to obtain certain conditions and stipulations for 
liimself. It appears that his intention did not tally with the decrees of 
providence ; for he has not yet appeared ; although there is intelligence 
of liis being alive and in health. Wherever he may be, God almighty 
preserve liim in peace of mind." 

Here Fullerton passes out of llislo^5^ Ho may be called the 
first member of the Indian IMedical Service, for he was certainly 
serving for over two years after that SerA'icc was regularly con- 
stituted, on 1st Jan., 1764, and tliroughout tliat time he was the 
senior medical officer in Bengal, f The service may well be proud of 

* Vol. II, p. 382. This book was translated into English by a Frenchman 
called Raymond, who was converted to Islam, and took the name of Haji Mustafa. 
Surgeon Francis Balfour is said to have made another translation, but, if he ever 
did so, nothing is known as to what became of it. 

f Only one medical officer of longer service than Fullerton seems to have 
been serving in Madras, and only one in Bombay, on ist Jan,, 1764. The former 
was Robert Turing, who was appointed Surgeon’s Mate on 27th Aug., 1729, and 
in 1764 was Surgeon and Medical Storekeeper General at Madras ; he died there 
.'On 26lii Dec,, 1764. The latter was Robert Trotter, who joined the Bp mbaye 
Slarine in 1739, was transferred to Anjengo on 2otli March, 1759, iijjtaJlSec^h^r^ 
in 1770, and died at that station on 4th September, 1771. 
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him as their first rejpresentative. Throughout the twenty years 
of his career, we hear much hr his favour, and httle against liini. 
True, Vansittart speaks badly of him in 1761., but that censure 
may mean only that he was on more friendly terins^^yitli Indian 
gentlemen than’ was common among the English in Bengal at, 
that time. His one great mistake, which finally ended his career, 
was his failure to press home the evidence against Nanda Kumar 
in 1764. Had he done his duty on this occasion, in court, as 
well as he did it in the field at Mohsinpur and Patna, he might 
have saved much trouble, eleven years later, to Warren Hastings ; 
and the transaction, on which one of the gravest charges against 
the Graaf Proconsul was based, would never have taken place. 



CHAPTER XIII 


THE FOUNDATION OF THE SERVICE . 

*' He builded better than ho knew.” 

R. W. Emerson, The Problem. 


The Bengal Medical Service was founded by orders passed in 
'the Fort WUHain Cons, of 20th Oct., 1763, by which the individual 
medical officers then serving in the Bengal Presidency were, 
with effect from ist Jan., 1764, combined into a regular medical 
■ establishment, with fixed grades, and definite rules for promotion 
from grade to grade. These orders run as follows ; — 

" At a consultation present 

The Honble Henry Vansittart, Esq. President. 

■ John Carnac, Esq. 

Warren Hastings, Esq. 

•Randolph Marriott, Esq, 

'Hugh Watts, Esq. 

**#**•' 

" As there has never been any proper Establishment settled for the 
Appointment and Succession of the Surgeons employed under this Presi- 
dency, 

" It is now agreed that the following Plan shall be established regu- 
lating their Number, Rank, and Succession and Appointments and that 
it shall take place the ist Jany 1764 — vizt. 

" 4 Head Surgeons to reside at Calcutta and have the Privilege of 
Company’s Servants.* The two first to have the Hospital Contract. 

" 8 Surgeons of which the four eldest to be stationed at tlic Factories 
of Patna, Cossimbuzar, Chittagong and Dacca. And tho other four to 
be Surgeons of the Army, and the whole of this Rank to succeed in Rotation 
to be Head Surgeons at Calcutta. 

“ 28 Surgeons Mates who are to succeed in their Seniority to bo Surgeons. 
Of these the eight eldest upon the list to live in Calcutta, the next Eiglit to 
be Surgeon's Mates of the Army, and the other twelve to be Snrgcoiift Mates 
of the Seapoys, one to each Battalion. 

" Head Surgeons and Surgeons at tho Subordiiifitcf! •\ and the Army 

* I.e. the privilege of private trade, with the iiiie of the DnUah, or Irndc pac-i- 

t At the subordinate factories, P.atn.'i, DaJtk.'i, ete. 
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to have ten shillings a Day Pay, and the latter when in the Field to draw 
Captain’s Batta. 

“ The Surgeons Mates at Calcutta to have 7/6 per Day each,’ those of 
Army and Seapoys.5/- a Day, and Lieutenants Batta when in the Field. 

" Agreed that we write to the Court of Directors to send Us out some 
Surgeons Mates to compleat this Establishment.” , 

The constitution of the Medical Service was reported to the 
Court of Directors at home in paras. 83 and 84 of a Letter from 
Fort William, dated 19th Dec., 1763.* 

” Pam. 83. Surgions, to encourage capable men to engage in the 
Service, they have fix’d the following rule of Preferment, w®** they desire 
may be confirmed. 

" ist. Four head Surgeons to be at the Presidency, to be allowed lo^ 
a day eabh, and the two Senior of them to have the Hospital Contract. 

" 2nd. Four, with the same Allowance, to be stationed at Patna, 
Coss' Dacca, and Chittigong, These to Rank next & Succeed ye head 
Surgeons in rotation. 

" 3rd. ^ Four, with the like allowance, to attend the Army, who are to 
succeed in like manner at the Subordinates and the Presidency. 

" 4th. Twelve Surgeons Mates, the 4 Senior to attend the Hospitals, 
with an All<=® of 7/6 a day, & the other 8 to attend the Army, with 5/- a day 
& the whole to succeed in turn to be Surgeons.” 

" Para. 84. Surgeons Mates it is re^mmended to appoint one to each 
Battalion of Seapoys who are sometirate Lost for want of Assistance.- 
A Number of Young Men instructed in tn^ rudiments of this profeMjODr' 
are desired.” 

It ^viIl be observed that, while the order of 20th Oct., 1763, 
provides for twenty-eight Surgeons' Mates, the report of 19th Dec. 
mentions only twelve. Presumably it was not found possible 
at first to appoint a suf&cient number of Mates to allow one to 
each battalion of sepoys. The Court were therefore asked, in 
para. 84, to sanction such appointments, and to send out men 
to fill them. 

The Madras and Bombay Medical Services appear to have 
come into existence at about the same time as the Bengal Service. 
But no orders regarding the formal constitution of these services 
appear in the Cons., Military or Civil, or in the Letters to the Court 
of Directors, of either Madras or Bombay,- in the years 1763 
and 1764. 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. I, 1760-70, p. 120. 


CHAPTER XIV 


STRENGTH FROM TIME TO TIME 

" TIjc work under our labour grows.” 

Milton, Paradise Lost, IX, 20S. 

From the carlic.st times the East India Conipan}' seem to liavc 
sanctioned a medical oflicer, when one was available, for each 
of their permanent Factories. Appointments to these posts were 
iLsuall}? made from among the Surgeons of the Company’s 
Indiamen. 

A second Surgeon at Fort St. George was sanctioned in a 
Company’s General Letter dated 2^th Dee., 1675, and in Aug., 
1676, Bexaliel Sherman arrived to fill the post. Previous to 
this date a Surgeon's ^latc, Henry Mallory, had been appointed. 
TJic post of second Surgeon was disallowed by the Court with 
effect from 30th Nov., 1697; but was again instituted from 24th. 
July, 1710.”' In the following year the Council of Fort St. George 
give the strength of the medical establishment required at the 
Fort as two Surgeons and two Mates. Cons, of 21st July, 1711, 
after noting the appointment of Anthony Supply as Surgeon, 
vice Chadsley, deceased, continue — 

'' TIio number of Company's Servants and Souldicrs in this Ganison 
rcquircing two able Surgeons and two verj' good Mates if we Icncw where 
to gett them." 

There were also, at this time, a Surgeon and a Mate at Fort 
St. David, a Surgeon at ]\Iasulipatam or Vizagapatam, sometimes 
one at each of these factories, and one or more medical officers 
serving on the West Coast, in Sumatra. 

In the Western Presidency a Surgeon was always employed 
on the staff of the Factory at Surat. During the greater part 

* See Chap. VI/’, Earh History: Madras and the Coast, and Chap. X, The 
Pirst Half of the Efghteenth Century. 
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of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries there was usually 
another Surgeon posted to the Persian factories, at first at Ispahan, 
afterwards at Gombroon. Bombay also had one Surgeon from 
its first occupation, and by the end of the seventeenth century 
a second. A post-mortem report entered in the Bombay Diarm 
of I2th Nov., 1680, and quoted in Chap. VI, Early History, is 
signed by no less than five Surgeons; Two of these five were 
probably Surgeons of Indiamen ; a third had quitted the Service, 
the other two were the Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon of the 
settlement. 

Entries in the Bombay Cons., and in the half-yearly pay lists 
therein included, show the number of medical officers in the 
settlement as varying from time to time. ■ But from the beginning 
of the eighteenth century the medical staff of Bombay always 
comprised two Surgeons, though one post might from time to 
time be vacant for a wliile. The pay lists in the Coirs, of 5th April, 
1705, show two Surgeons; on 26th May, 1708, only one; on 
i6th June, 1711, one Doctor and one Surgeon ; on 25th Nov., 171Z, 
two Doctors and one Surgeon; on 20th Jan., 1714/15, one Doctor 
and two Mates; in Jan. and in July, 1721, three Surgeons; 
then for several years two Surgeons are regularly shown; on 
5th July, 1728, three ; from 1728 to 1730 two ; on gth- July,.i73i','' 
and for several succeeding years, three. 

In Bengal there was at first only one medical officer, .at Hugh. 
About 1684 a second was added, for ICasimbazar. A second 
Surgeon was sanctioned at Fort William in the Cons, of 20th Aug., 
^705, when Michael Gray was appointed as junior to William 
Warren. For nearly sixty years the medical establishment of 
Fort William remained at two Surgeons, with a least two Mates. 
At the time of the capture of Calcutta, in June, 1756, there were 
two Surgeons and three Mates on the regular establishment, as 
well as two or three other Mates, who formed a waiting list in 
hope of getting posts on the regular staff. At this time there 
were also Surgeons at Dakka and Kasimbazar, and also, either 
then or soon after, at Patna. In April, 1763, the establishment 
of Surgeons at Calcutta was increased from two to four. A letter 
from Fort William, dated i8th April, 1763, reports, in para, 41 — 

" Surgeons, the establishment of two at this Presidency being in- 
sufficient for the Demands of the Comp>'® Servants & Inhabitants of the 



STRENGTH FROM TIME TO TIME 


201 


Town in the sickly season. They have appointed two additional ones to 
succeed as principal Surgeons, after those, nominated by the Company.” *' 

Tills increase was sanctioned in para. 119 of a Lcllcr from 
Court dated 22nd Feb., 

— Jtr the Fo;7 William Cons, of 2olh Oct., 1763, llic same date 
as tliat of the foundation of the Service, is given a scheme by 
Major Carnac for the organisation of the Bengal Native Army 
in twelve battalions, each consisting of ten companies. If 
possible, a Surgeon's Male, was to be attached to each battalion ; 
but, as the Gentoos (Hindus) would take physic only from a 
member of their own caste, a Gentoo doctor also was to be 
attached to each battalion. 

It was not till near the middle of the eighteenth centur}^ that 
the English in India found it ncccssarj» to employ Surgeons with 
troops, as well as at their factories ; or, indeed, to employ troops 
at all, other than the .‘;mall standing garrisons maintained at 
each factoiT. In 17.J5 war broke out between England imd 
France, and was fiercely waged in the Kaniatik between tlie 
French and English companies. It was then found ncccssaiy 
to appoint medical ofliccrs to accompany the troops in the field ; 
military surgeons, in addition to those stationed at the factories, 
nr civil emplo^'ment. Between 17.}5 and 1760 the number of 
medical officers on the Coast increased rapidly. 

In Calcutta the need for Military Surgeons, in addition to the 
Surgeons at the factories, who might be called Civil Surgeons, 
was first experienced some ten years later than in Madras, in the 
war against the Nawab of Bengal, wliich followed the capture of 
Fort William. In both Bengal and I^Iadras the Surgeons were 
all liable to transfer from civil to military duties, and vice versa, 
the seniors, :is a rule, holding the ci\dl posts. 

The order, quoted above, of 20th Oct., 1763, founding the 
Bengal l\Iedical Service, fixed the strength of the medical estab- 
lishment at forty, twelve full Surgeons and twentj^-eight Mates ; 
a considerable increase over the sanctioned strength of six or 
eight, in 1756 ; but a small number compared to the strength 
attained during the next twenty j^ears. 

Broome, in his History of the Bengal Army (pp. 533 ct seq.), 
riius-describcs the constitution of that army in 1765. It consisted 


Also Cons., i2<h April, 17(53. 


t Quoted in Chap. XVIII, Pay. 
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of three brigades, the first stationed at Monghir, furnishing 
the garrisons of the Presidency and Kasimbazar, the second at 
Allahabad, and the third at Patna. Each brigade consisted of 
one company of artillery, one regiment of European infantry,, 
one Risala of native cavalry, and seven battalions of ^ 

Each European regiment had one Surgeon and three Mates, 
each company of artillery one Mate, each battalion of sepoys had 
three native doctors, with one Surgeon and two Mates on the 
staff of the whole seven battalions of the brigade. On the stafi 
of each brigade was a Surgeon-Major, on the General Staff of the 
army a Surgeon-General. The total medical establishment of 
the Bengal Army came, therefore, to twenty-eight, one Surgeon- 
General, three Surgeon-Majors, six Surgeons, and eighteen 
Assistant Surgeons. 

' A list of the Bengal Medical Service in 1774, preserved in the 
Calcutta Record Of&ce, gives a total strength of sixty-nine, viz. 
eighteen Surgeons, including the Surgeon-General and Surgeon- 
Majors ; seven “ Subordinate Surgeons,” a rank not mentioned 
elsewhere, and forty-four Assistant Surgeons. A list compiled 
by Surgeon-General Daniel Campbell in 1777 comprises sixty-four 
names : twenty-two Surgeons and forty-two Assistant Surgeons. 
Another list compiled for the Governor-General, Warren Hastingsr' 
in 1777, gives twenty-seven Surgeons and forty-five Assistant 
Surgeons; total seventy-two. Of these, eleven Surgeons and 
thirteen Assistant Surgeons are shown in civil employ, fifteen 
Surgeons and thirty-two Assistant Surgeons on military duty, 
while one man, noted as dead, is not shown under either head. 

A list compiled by the Commander-in-Chief, General Stibbert, 
dated 12th Nov., 1783, in connection with his proposal to separate 
the civil and military branches of the service, contains 140 names, 
nearly double the number given in any of the three previous 
lists.* 

In the years 1780 to 1784 the Indian Government found the 
Medical Department very short-handed, as, we may say, it has 
found it on many subsequent occasions. The, first Maratha war • 
occurred in 1780-81, the second Maisur war in 1781, the campaign 
against the Raja of Benares in the same year. Five battalions, 
under Colonel T. D. Pearse, marched from Bengal to Madras,^ 
towards the end of 1780. Six battalions, with artillery and 
* See Chap. XVI, Military and Civil. 
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cavalry, vvro tlctarhcd to Bombay from i77f> to 178,1. All 
‘b( fo troops rcq^hvil extra medical offtceiii. aiul Y;\caiicie:> cawi^cd 
in tho>c eampaijnis jrqniivtl to bi- iilletl tip. 'I'o indent on the 
Court <»f l>,’ 4 cctor,< at for more medical oOia-r^ u-.is of little 

a? now men front honw. ovrn if lorniiti tl in Mifliciont nmnborji, 
eonld n«‘l at live for ni<n<* th.m a year after the retjnii^ition for 
tht iv i-i t \'if i> w.is font home. Tin* Indian Government ao.cordiitfdy 
a}tp(>inle(l a l;n;:e. nnntb' r «»! m«n, roomited loealiy, to the Bengal 
.Medical .“'('tvire, 

Tji{*:e men locally r<‘crni!ed appear 1«> Itave boon obtained 
chiefty ftom two ^t.tlrc( > ; rin-itly. the Snn:e<tm; td tlw Indiamcn 
tr.idiif.t bciwcrjt Enoland and India ; and. secondly, .Mibaltorns 
or fteo advtntnreiv wlio h.ul had semte ntaljral traininr:, in some 
caM '; had ]'r.:c’i';ed m* dieine at lionti Ivfote coininj: to India. 

The Conii oj 1 tij< fuc,>; ;.how« d j.'fe.ii di' ple.easre :>t the mimbor 
of ihf^e Icr.-.l rippt jiittsient*:, :;jid in a I.rtt'} from Court, d;tt« d 
idtli Maieh. 178.5. pnMith'd in the C.G. of jPtjj S-pi., 178.J, 
‘.Vlote :e- felhiWs 
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" Pam i6. We have permitted the follomng persons to proceed to 
India in part of the twenty-six Assistant Surgeons before mentioned, their 
ranlc by a future conveyance " * 

A subsequent order by the Government of India ^ijie subject 
of the respective seniority of these officers', published in the-G^G- 
of loth July, 1788, runs as follows : — 

" The Governor-General in Council is of opinion that the Assistant 
Surgeons nominated by the Court of Directors to supply the vacancies, 
occasioned by the removal of twenty-four Assistant Surgeons, as directed 
to take place by the General Letter of i6th March 1784, should rank before 
all the Gentlemen who were appointed in the country between i®* January 
1782 and lo^^^ March 1783, whether their names are specified in that 
letter or not, it being evidently the spirit of the order to disapprove 9f all 
appointments made within that period. 

" That the Assistant Surgeons appointed between the periods above 
mentioned, should rank next to those appointed from Europe, and with 
respect to each other according f their original appointments in the country'. 

"And that the Assistant Surgeons, subsequently appoiiited in this 
country, should rank next under them again, and in respect to each other, 
according to the dates of their original appointments in the country. 

" Agreed that the Hospital Board or Adjutant General be directed to 
prepare a list conformable to these resolutions, of the order in wMch the 
Assistant Surgeons appointed in the country, since the ist of January 
1782, should stand, that the same may be issued in General Orders, and 
their rank thereby permanently fixed. , 

" Ordered that the Directors be requested by the first conveyance to 
fix the rank of Assistant Surgeons nominated by them in the Gener^ 
Letter, dated i6th March 1784, and that they stand in the meantime in 
the order in which they are mentioned in the i6th paragraph of the above 
General Letter.” 

Among numerous other complaints and protests about the 
reduction in rank of the locally appointed Assistant Surgeons, two 
of them, James Ross and William Hunter, sent in a long memorial 
to the Medical Board, and to this memorial is attached a list of 
the Service as it stood in 1782. This memorial is entered in full 
in the Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board for 6th March, 
1787. The list has two defects : firstly, it is of course quite 
unofficial and without authority ; and, secondly, it was compiled 
five years after the date to which it refers. 

All the locally appointed Assistant Surgeons, removed by the 
orders of i6th March, 1784, did eventually get confirmed in the 
service, \vith the exception of a few who died before vacancje^ 
had occiured. 

* Here follow t:^ventJ'-two names. t Word “ to ” apparently omitted. 
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In the Cons, of gtli Sept., 1785, occurs the follo\ving undated 
note the Secretary, on the Assistant Surgeons reduced : — 

" The Hon^blc Court of Directors, in the 12th paragraph of their 
General dated March 1784, permit the 24 Assistant Surgeons 

-^YhO-.aro••brdered to be dismissed by tiie loth paragraph of the same Letter, 
to remain in India, and direct that ‘ they be provided for after the 26 who 
are appointed to their places from England.' Of these 26, the Court of 
Directors have only nominated twenty-two, and there are substantial 
Grounds to believe that no more will be nominated by them, as in the 
13th Para, of that Letter they mention having given M*" Morris I,eave to 
proteed to India under the same circumstances as those Assistant Surgeons 
who are dismissed. That is, to succeed as vacancies may occur, altho’ 
the number they at first determined on was not complete. 

" By the Surgeon General’s Report it appears that the following 
casualties have happened since the Europe appointed Assistant Surgeons 
were admitted. 

Gone home. Surgeons 6. Asst. Surgeons 3. 

Dead „ 2 „ 3. (Total) 14 

The number dismissed was twenty-four, of whom now 

present 13 • 

Gone home. Dead, Dismissed by the sentences of Courts 
Martial ......... ii 

24 

" If therefore tlie number present, thirteen, were added to the Regular 
List in consequence of the fourteen casualties, the number of Surgeons and 
Assistants on the establishment will then be less than was the case, when 
the orders arrived. • 

" N.B. — One Assistant Surgeon wrecked in the Hinchinbrooke has 
applied to be readmitted.” 

The order of the Board on the re-appointment of the re- 
maining Assistant Surgeons is the next item in the Cons. After 
reading letters from General Stibbert, Colonel Pearse, and 
Surgeon-General Ellis, the Board passed the following resolution : 

“ ‘ The Board having maturely considered the very unfortunate predica- 
ment of these gentlemen, that many of them served the Hon’ble Company 
ably and faithfully when attached to the Bombay and Carnatic Detach- 
ments where they were subjected to the most trying and fatiguing services 
— ^that they all relinquished their former Views in Life for the purpose of 
entering into the Company’s service, implicitly relying for Support and 
Subsistence on the rewards of their Abilities and Exertions — ^that their 
Reinstatement will be not only an Act of real Humanity and Justice, but 
also- consistent with the Orders of the Court of Directors to provide for 
them as Vacancies sTiall occur, the Report from the Surgeon-General 
proving that the Establishment even after the Admission of those remaining 
in the Country will be less than it was when they were reduced. Agreed 
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thereforej^that Messrs. Hugh Mahou,the following persons to proceed to 
Hunter, Walter WiUiams, Thos. Luke ^Jnr^eons before mentioned their 
Burgh, Alexr. Russell, Thos. Wilkins, Wm. u&\ 
be readmitted, and that the particular Circumstances bx-, • - 
be stated in the next Letter to the Court of Directors, who... cnbiect 
of the measure when duly considered the Board have no 
t'aining.”’ 


“ A return of Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons gone Home and Dead 
since Nov. the sixth 1794. 


Mr. Urquhart 
klr. F. B. Thomas 
Mr. Jo. Armstrong 
Mr. Alexr. Walker 
Mr. Clement Francis 
Mr. Robt. Johnston 
Mr. James Hunter 
Mr. George Harrison- 


Gone Home. 


Gone Home. 


I Dead. 


'■ Assist.-Surgeons — 

Mr. Chas. Browne 
Mr. Thos. Minchin 
Mr. Wm. Smith . 
Mr. Robt. Church 
Mr. Charles Kegan 
Mr. Charles McCra 


Dead. 

Gone Home. 


" Dismissed From Home by the Hon’ble the Court of Directors the ^th 
of March 1784. 


Mr. Hugh Mahon 
Mr. Robt. Anderson 
Mr. Jas. Grant . 

Mr. Wm. Hunter 
Mr. Walter Williams 
Mr. Thos. Luke Stoke 
Mr. Jo. Burgh . 

Mr. Jas. Orrack * 

Mr. George Davidson 
Mr. Alexr. Russell 
Mr. Thos. Willdns 
Mr. W. Davidson 
Mr. W. Cooke 


\ 


/Present. 



* The name of James Oirack is not included in the list of Assistant Surgeons 
confirmed by the orders of gth Sept., 1785. He was, however, duly- confirmed 
in the Service. He died in Calcutta a few years later. His tombstone in South 
Park Street Cemetery gives the date of his death as 25th June,- 1788, and spells 
his name Orrok. His death in the General Hospital, C^cutta, is announced, 
without any date, in the Calcutta Gazette of 3rd July, 1788, where liis name is 
spelt Orrick. In the Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 8m July, 

1788, he is noted as " dead,” his name is spelt Orrock. Dodwell and ^files jpen 
his name Orrock, and say (evidently erroneously), " died at Chitpore, June 4, 

1789. ” Orrock’s case is one of many instances which show how difficult it is 
to ascertain the exact facts. 
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In the Cons, of gth Sept., 17' 
note by the Secretai'v, on ' . 

. * • * 

" The HonMjoncs . 

General L^^-hhos. Parks 
.Avliop’-'lnr. Jo. Lamb 

Mr. Jas. Campbell 
^Ir. Thos. Clark . 

^Ir. Patlc. Ivorj* 

Jlr. Thos. Morris 
^Ir. Thos. Watts 


j- Dead. 

. Dismissed here. 

. Gone Home. 

. Surgeon of Valentino. 
[ I Reinstated. 

J. Ellis, SurgcoH-Ccnl.” 


The question of relative seniority among these officers was 
not finally settled until 1797. In a General Letter of 5th July, 
1797, published in the C.G. of ist Slarch, 1798, the Court of 
Directors give a list of the survitdng officers of the j^cars 1782 to 
1784, most of whom had by this time reached the rank of Surgeon, 
and state that they are to be considered as ranked in the order 
now given ; and that these orders on the subject are final. In 
the meantime, from one-third to one-half of the original parties 
to the dispute had died or left the countrj% only fifty-one names 
being given in tliis final settlement. 

The two memorialists of 1787, William Hunter and James 
Ross, fared verj^ differently in tliis final adjustment of rank, for 
Hunter stands twelfth, and Ross forty-fifth, out of the fifty-one. 
Both were men of some note in their day. William Hunter was 
bom in 1755, became M.A. in 1777, and M.D. in 1805, of Marischal 
College, Aberdeen ; was promoted to Surgeon on 21st Oct., 1794, 
and to Superintending Surgeon on 19th Jan., iSii. He served 
with the Bengal detachment in the second IMaisur war in 1781, 
and at the capture of Java in 1811, and died in Java on I5tli Dec., 
1812. He was tlie author of manj'^ works on Indian subjects, 
the cliicf of wliich are A Concise Account of the Kingdom of Pegu 
(^785), and Essay on the Diseases of Indian Seamen or Lascars, 
in Long Voyages (1804). James Ross was bom on 21st June, 
1759 »’ fie also was educated at Marischal College, Aberdeen ; 
when there also took the M.A. in 1777; sensed as Surgeon’s 
Mate in the Na^^ in 1782, before entering the I.M.S. ; was 
promoted to Surgeon on 31st Dec., 1802, more than eight years 
after Hunter; retired on 19th July, 1804, and died at Exeter 
' on 22nd Julj', 1831. He was a noted Persian scholar, and 
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published a translation of the Gulhtan of Saadi in' 1823. He does 
not appear to have had any war service. 

The Minutes of Council of 20th Dec. , 1784, and 27t!ii Jan., 1785, 
quoted in the C.G. of 17th Feb., 1785, give the stren^h of the 
Army in Bengal. The medical establishment, who are ciassifed- 
as warrant officers, include four Surgeon-Majors, fifty-two 
Surgeons, and ninety-three " Surgeons-Assistants ” ; total 149. 

The Proceedings of the second meeting of the Calcutta Medical 
Board, held on 6th June, 1786, contain extracts from a General 
Letter from Court dated 21st Sept., 1785, which sanction the 
following medical establishment, in all three Presidencies. 


Each regiment of European Cavahy . ■ 
Each battalion (five companies) of Artillery ‘ 
Each battalion of European Infantry . 
Each regiment Native Cavalry . 


Each battalion Native Infantry . 
Staff of General Hospitals, Bengal 
„ „ Madras 

„ „ Bombay 

Peace establishment of regiments, 

Bengal 
• ■ Madras 
Boioibay- 


I Surgeon and 2 Mates. 

I Surgeon and i Mate. 

I Surgeon and i Mate. 

I Asst.-Surgeon and i black 
Doctor. 

Ditto. Ditto, 

7 Surgeons and 45 Asst. Surgeons. 

6 „ 52 . „ 

3 ■ 14 

9 • ' 35 ' 

3 " *' 


Thus the^itedical establishment of the whole Inffian Army, 
6h a peace footing, of course exclusive of the men in civil employ, 
comes to a total of 234. 

The letter of 21st Sept., 1785, then goes on to state that no 
more Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons than required, as above, 
are to receive pay and allowances ; but supernumeraries must 
depend on private practice till they succeed to vacancies ; except 
those who have been on actual service with troops in the war, who 
may receive pay and half hoMa. 

A Military Letter from Bengal, dated 17th Nov., 179 °' ^ 
paras. 8 to 12, states that the total number of Assistant Surgeons 
required is 100. 

" Assistant Surgeons, number requ^ed for the Civil and Military 
Service is 100. The number of Assismnts at present on the List, m- 
eluding those sent this year is only 95' which leaves a deficiency of 5> 
request that the Court will therefore appoint 10 Assistants for the ensuing 
Season.” 
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Tlie Mijiufrs of CouucU in Iho Mily. Popt. of s.jlh Juno, 1796, 
pivt’ ll)c nninhi-r of ino<ijo.O jvtpiirrfl in Prngal, military 

ami rivil, a< j.j ■*/ 

. MHitary, 5 'Uiy.rr»r.'., A’-'f, Sisj r/». tolnl ofi. 

' *’ Civil. „ 10. ^(y, „ ,JC>, 

In tlic .1f.J.Jr,r5r .VfVv, Cons. «»f 271)1 X«»v., 1767, i< given a list 
of The tf Suuyov.^ atui Sut^ynus' Aanhittufs in (tic 

lioiihlc, Cc'O’tj'.inys >Vr,-/Ve su tht‘ snrftj/ futtnsons and for the 
Ticofs or, the Cc,if.f of ('hojottutndel. I'liis list gives twvntj*- 
ticlii najms. nftvon SmfVfins, and tliiiioen .-Wistants. Two 
5 ni -n*-', the two sfjiinr c.fheois of the St-rviee, Sleplicn Hriggs 
and Gillxit r,f-!‘-y, Wc-r<* slaliojird at St. George ; with 
‘tw<t A'^Mstants'. Th<- fnM and fer<»nd regiments and Vellore 
ir-injcon had < ..eh on<- Stngeon and two A'^si'-lants. The third 
Tfginvnt. th'* nrliiloy. :tnd Tiiehinnp/*ly, had eaeh c»ne Surgeon 
and »5ne A’ '•i-l.'mt. 'I’lu' oilier seven Surg<ajns were po.stcd as 
fellows ; om> :-u}v rnuim mjv in the fi' lil, :ind om* e.ie)j to Cuddah»rc, 
Chinglepni. Metehl' patam. t'hear.s, Viragapatam, and Madura ; 
while Aj<“ot and l’.d.*.nKoitah had e.nrh one Assistant Surgeon 
only. Tlnie w<re ;u:tu;dly. however, more than twenty-ciglit 
jnedjr.d ohjc'.r.'^ tlien seiving in the Madras Army. In tlicsc 
s.ime Ci'f:?. «.j 27th Xov., Jjhy. an<»ther Surgeon, Bowen, is trans- 
f* ru d to Madra.s, wh<<:-e name is not included in the list. Neither 
i'' Jean Majlin. Surgeon to the C<»rps of I'nndgncr.s, includcd.t 

In tlje Mih. Covs. of nth Sept.. J7r)0, it is slated that one 
Snrgf'on and two A'^'-istants have m*w been attached to each 
legiment rind to tlu- Corps of Artillery. 

Another list, in the same Cons, of Rth .April, 1771, gives 
Iw^nty^ciphl names, eighteen Surgeons, four Ma.tes, and six 
called *' .Assistants in th.e Hospital, and not to rise.” These last 
six had :dl, from time to time, been appointed as .Assistant Surgeons 
</r Hospital Mat<s. Four of them were foreigners, Tcnicr, Simoems, 
liuirelte, and Suffrein. .A fifth, Terence Gahagan, or, as liis 
name is )h*r‘ six-It, G<'Ogh«*gan, suh.seqnently ro.se to be Senior 
Member of the Medical Board. J Simoen.s also became a full 
Surgeon. Buiretlo, after serving in llic second Maisur war, \vhcn 

* Tlii'f niimilo is quolM at IphrUi, Riving the names of the tliffcrent appoint- 
ments. in CJiap. XVI, Miltt.in' atui CivtI. 

j l‘or Martin, u:c Cliap, XXXIV, Courts Jilarlial. 

J For Gahagan, sec Cltap. XXIII, Administrafiou, the Medical Boards. 

H.LM.S.—VOL. I. P 
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he was taken prisoner at Gingee, was pensioned from 21st May, 
1794, and afterwards served for many years as Police Surgeon 
in Calcutta, where he died on 4th June, 1811.* • 

These twenty-eight officers were posted as follows.: 



Surgeons. 

Mates. Assistants. 

■ Madras 

. 2 

2 

, I 

Vellore 

• 3 • 

I 

I 

TricMnopoly 

3 ‘ 

— 

I 

Cuddalore 

. I 

. — 

I 

Masulipatam 

. I 

1 

- 

Ganjam 

I 

- 

- 

EUore . 

. 2 

— 

I 

Vizagapatam 

. — 

1 

- 

Palamcotta . 

I 

— 

- 

Madura 

. I 

— 

- 

Punamali 

. I 

— 

- 

Chingleput . 

. - • 

- 

I 

Chicacole 

. I 

- 

- 

Total 

17 

5 

6 

The figures do not exactly correspond. 

Jean Martin, 'the 


eighteenth Surgeon, was posted to the Foreign Corps, and was 
considered as a supernumerary, thus reducing the number of 
Surgeons to seventeen ; while a fifth Mate, Lamie, whose name 
is not included in the first list, is given in the tabled ' . . . — ' 

A Madras G.O, of 17th Oct., 1784, organises the medical 
staff of the Madras Army as follows : • 

" That the establishment of Surgeons shall in future consist of one 
Surgeon General, two Surgeons Major, and 27 other full Surgeons, compre- 
hending in the whole 30 Surgeons, who are to be, and to rank as follows, 
and in future there is to be no appointment made of a full Surgeon, but 
upon an actual Vacancy in the number hereby established.” 


Then follows the list of stations where the medical officers 
are to be posted. The Surgeon-General, of course, was stationed 
at the Presidency, the two Surgeon-Majors were posted to the 
Presidency and to Arcot cantonment. The stations for the 


executive officers were — 
Presidency 

Artillery at the Mount 
Cantonment at Arcot 
Vellore . . 


Surgeons. 

2 

1 

2 
2 


Asst. Surgeons. 
2 

1 

2 ' 

I 


* This table is quoted in Wilson’s History of the Madras Army, Vol. I, P- 33®* 
Some of the information given below is taken from that work, Vol. II, P- i°5> 
17S4 ; Vol. II, p. 297, 1796 ; Vol. Ill, p. 350, 1810. 
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Tanjf':-** , . . , 

Tiif-hinopnly 

ICUrtR’ .... 

Mn' Hlij'ril.im I'i: lii' t 

nn<\ riiuaf’lr 
T;,)n3ani ami IchajMir 

a’.nl Matlaj'itllain , 
Najtojr anil N»*rra]’a?ajn 
I'liiitljrjn ('aaiojiasrar, j«<'huli»! 

lihrvalij’'Cti«r * 

M.-i'lara , . . . 

I'al.ijaratia 

Aml’Uj- aivl latitat ]» . 

lVima<vv,l 

Nrlli'rr . , , . 

.... 

<y:nini!trr' fil Ciii 'ij! 


■2 l 

:: t 

2 I 


> 

I 


Wat 


tif a 


1 ) 


I 

I 


1 or 
I or 


1 

t 




rolal 


i',oTiy 


Tho Msh. (tj .jih M.tjrli, i;?.*'. conlain a list 

of thrt M;nlra< S<'jvjVt‘, ftihmhlotl by Iho Mo-spital Board 

(<t ih»‘ Coitjx il. T!ii‘i H<t !»jxty*thivf nanx*?, viz. Medical 

Boatd. ; Ib nd Saj/k-on?, 3 ; Siiij:ouji<, 25 ; A?'-istant Surgeons, 
32. Two itv-tlical ofilo rs lt<'lding special posts, Palriek Russell, 
Naturalist, and Jeati Marlin. Sttrgeon t<» ()»(.• Corps of Foreigners, 
are not included. On th<‘ other hand, two Surgeons, James 
Whyte and Roht-jl Tuiing. who had jtisl resigned their posts as 
Mead S«rgf'<<n and retired, an* shown as resigned ; four more as 
gone on leave to Etirope, and <*nc as invalided. One .Assistant 
Surgeon had not yet joinfd, and, indeed, never did join. If we 
deduct tho'^**. eight, and add Russell and Martin, the strength 
serving comes to fjfly-seven. The Hospital Board note that 
twenty-six more Assistant StJrgeons are needed to complete 
establishment, ?.c. to fill vacant appointments. Within the 
next three months three more Assistant Surgeons were locally 
appointed, and fourteen sent <mt from England arrived in Jladras. 

Between 1771 and 178.} the total had risen from twenty to 
fortj'-nine. The figures llius given for 178.} arc, however, vciy 
different from those fixed by Court's Letter of 21st Sept., 1785, 
quoted above, viz. thirteen Surgeons and ninctj'-thrcc Assistant 
Surgeons for the Madras Armj'. And both arc quite different 
from the figures given by Wilson for 1786, which include a number 
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of appointments which seem to be wholly of a civil nature; 
they are as follows : — 

Surgeons. Asst. Surgeons, 

Madras Hospital . . . ... 2^3 

Trichinopoly „ . . . . .2-' 2 

Vellore „ ..... 2 

Masulipatam „ ..... 2 2 

Four European Battalions ... 4 2 

Cavalry ......... i 

Artillery, each. Battalion . . . . i i 

Garrisons, Palamcotta, Madura, and Chipgle- 

put ...... 3 - 

Chiefships, Ganjam and Vizagapatam (two 

each) 2 2 

Cuddalore ....... i 

Residencies, Aska, Samulcotta, and Nega- 

^^at arift ...... 3 

Residencies, Tanjore, Nagore, Injeram,. and 

Ongole - ‘ 4 

Committee of Circuit .... - i . 

Cantonment at Wallajabad . . . i - ■ 

Total . . 22 21 

The Madras Army List of 1793 includes the names of loi 
medical officers : Medical Board, 3 ; Head Surgeons, 3 ; Surgeons, , 
21 ; and Assistant Surgeons 74. These figures are much -more'' 
like those laid down by the Court in 1785. Eleven Surgeons and ■ 
six Assistant Surgeons are shown as in civil employ ; the other 
seventy-eight were doing military duty. 

In 1796 the medical establishment of the Madras Army was 
fixed at sixty full Surgeons, including the Administrative Medical 
Officers, and forty-four Assistant Surgeons. Wilson remarks that 
an Assistant Surgeon was then posted to each regiment of native 
cavalry and battalion of native infantry, and that then for the 
first time a regular medical officer was posted to each native 
regiment. The orders of 20th Oct., 1763, founding the Bengal 
Medical Service, allowed one Surgeon's Mate to each battalion, 
but apparentl}^ it ^vas not found practicable 'at that time to 
appoint a sufficient number of medical officers to allow this order 
to be carried out. The Court’s Letter of 21st Sept., 17851 
certainly seems to infer that each native regiment had a medical 
officer. A Letter from Bombay,' dated 2nd Dec. , 1768, in para. 100, 
reports that a Surgeon has been appointed to each battalion of 
the Bombay Armj^. 
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\s;". 3 ). As. <'. 4 ;. j ty Jr.pjc- 

At J'-.c 1 A- i t. .tit mjv v.’. :.- I.mmUv appi.inlcd 

in M:.'!;;'.'. di ni.’ i3;<- • < v< n V'-.n- J ti» i ». AH : c.-m tn hav«; 
i.’i t'jj t’js.-.ilvi n!;;nn<2 ;:i tJ;'' S'TV}< <', »'NC' p’ ;'*nu" wh.* tli.'il Mtun 

In iS.rif- \\<ji ill'.:' '‘5v in HinnJ'.iy City, llic 

Jimilurv iJi.usr:' «i joih lr.n<'. J77'«. i'jvf a li' t »*f the JJiunbay 
McjHcjI S-. v.JnvJj .(•nt.sin'-- tv.. nty-:ev.‘n names, civil and 
military. Unv,-. rjj j^Si ajjd 17*1 ». in Ibonbay. as in liengal and 
Madia*, it v.a- f.amd m-'* - aiy tu mala* a lat j;.* number of local 
apj>uin»mem-, t*.v«nty a.t left, “f A*-‘istanl Smfp’ons, to piovide 

for the v.ojl: and to Jill va< :mci.-s. 

Ik-nca! G.O. No. 12.1 oi 6 th May. 1^2.1. published in the 
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C,G. of 17th May, gives the strength of the Indian Armies; as 
laid down in a Letter from Court dated^^h Nov., 1823. The 
Medical Dept, had by this time increasedin‘'^mbers to 630, ^ 
distributed as follows ; 


"Surgeons 
Asst. Surgeons 


Bengal. 

100 

200 


including all Ranks, whether Members of the Medical Board, Super! 
tending Surgeons of Divisions, Civil Station Surgeons or Assistants,^ 
well as those who have given up promotion to permanent stations.” 


Only two years later it was found necessary to increase] 
strength of the Bengal Service by no less than fifty. Thep 
in 1825, in Burma in the East, and in Bharatpur in the 
had necessitated the employment of a large number of tenyW^'^* 
acting Assistant Surgeons. Bengal G.O., No. 

1826, published in the C.G. of 8th May, quote/ -s extracts froir 
General Letter from Court, dated 9th Nov., 1} ■ 825 : — 



Para. 2 . ‘ ‘ On a review of the considerations st\/' ggested in your sepan 

letter in this Department, dated the 24*^1 March-^ ast, and in the Stal 
ments of the Medical Board which accompamd^S th that letter, we ha- 
resolved to augment the number of Surgeons u^geon your Establishme: 
from 100 to 120, and of Assistant Surgeons from 2C Z^ pJo to 2.ao.— — 1 
Para. 3. " You will therefore promote the 20 Assistant Surgeoi 

(omitting any who may have relinquished promc^®h'onj to the Bank ( 
Surgeons, and we shall take measures for supplying with 50 Assistax 

Surgeons in addition to the number required to 

Para. 4. " This supply will render it unnecessary for ySflLiSLCGlltiaui 

the services of the gentlemen whom you have temporarily /employed.' 


Of the temporary Assistant Surgeons whose removal from the 
Service was thus ordered, about one-half succeeded in obtaining 
commissions in the ordinary way, by nomination py Directors ; 
the rest were struck off. 

A Bombay G.O. of 29th May, 1834, fixes the establishment ol 
Surgeons in the Western Presidency at forty-five/an increase oi 
five over the figures of 1824. 

An article on the Constitution of the Medical Department, 
published in T/ie India Journal of Medical and Physical Science, 
New Series, Vol. I, 1836, edited by Frederick Corbyn (pp- 127 
and 346), gives the strength of the Medical Service in that year 
as 745, little less than at the present day, three-quarters of a 
century later. 
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proposed to" increase from thirty-four to fifty-six. The increase to fifty- 
six has our sandtion. 

y The'promotions consequent on the increase sanctioned in paragraphs 
13 and 15 of the foregoing despatch, will have effecl:''^rom the 17*^ of 
April, 1848, the date of its receipt.” 

The Bengal Medical Regulations of 1851, in Chap. 

25, give the following strength of medical establishment for the 
Bengal Army : — 

For a Brigade of Horse Artillery i Surgeon and i Asst. Surgeon. 


For a Battalion of Foot Artillery i „ i 

For a Co.’s European Regiment i „ 2 

For a Native Cavalry Regiment i „ i . 

For a Native Infant^ Regiment 1 ■ „ i 

For a Battalion of Golandauze i „ or 1 


The word Golandauze {Gol-andaz) literally means ball-thrower, 
i.e. musketeer or rifleman. It was applied to the numerous 
irregular infantry corps then in existence. 

The actual strength of the Bengal Army, in the middle of 
the nineteenth century, in tha years before the Mutiny, was as 
follows; the medical officers being entered according to the scale 
given above. The Haidarabad Contingent, though sho^vn in 
the Army List as part of the Bengal Army, was~almost entirely 
supplied with officers, both combatant and medical, 'fr6ih“ the 
Madras Army. The Gwalior and Haidarabad Contingents each 
had a senior medical officer as Superintending Surgeon, who, 
however, only had local rank as such, and was not included 
among the Superintending Surgeons of the Army. 

The twenty irregular infantry corps of the Bengal Army 
were the Calcutta Native Militia, the Ramghur Light Infantry 
Battalion, the Bhagalpur Hill Rangers, the Nasiri Rifle Battalion 
(Gurkhas), the Sirmur Rifle Battalion (Gurkhas), the Kumaon 
Rifle Battalion (Gurkhas), the First and Second Assam Light 
Infantry, the Arakan Battalion, • the Hariana Light Infantry 
Battalion, the First and Second Oudh Infantry, the Sylhet Light 
Infantry Battalion, the Malwa Bhil Corps, the Mewar Bhil Corps, 
the Sebandi Corps of Sappers and Miners,* the Shekhawati 
Brigade, the Jodhpur Legion, the Pegu Light Infantry Battalion, _ 
and the Mhairwara Battalion. 

* Sebtindy or Sihbandi, pioneers, or irregulars, expected both to work and 
to fight. The word is supposed to mean " paid quarterly,” every three montn , 
[Hobson- Jobson). 


HI, pp. 24, 
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The seventy-seven infantry regiments comprised seventy- 
four regiments, numbered from one to seventy-four, the Kelat- 
i-Ghilzai regiment, the Firuzpm: Sildis, and the Ludhiana 
Siklis. 

„ _jrhoagh the regulations allow either a Surgeon or an Assistant 
Surgeon as medical officer of the irregular corps, they all appear 
to have had only Assistant Surgeons in medical charge up to 
1S58. 

Surgeons. 

Sappers and Lliners 

Horse Artillery, tliree Brigades ... 3 

Foot Artillery, nine Battalions . . . g 

Company’s European Regiments, tlirce . . 3 

Native Cavalry, ten Regiments ... 10 
Native Infantry; seventy-seven Regiments . 77 
Irregular Native Cavalry, eighteen Regiments . — 

Panjab Cavalrif, five Regiments . . . - 

Panjab Infantrj', five Regiments . . . - 

Sind Rifle Corjis ....... 

Sikh Infantrj’", four Regiments . . . - 

Tlie Guides . ■ - 

Irregular Infantry Corps , . . . - 

Gwalior Contingent, Cavalry Corps, two . - 

„ „ Infantry' Corps, seven . — 

Kotah, Malwa, and Bhopal Contingents . . — 

Total . . . . 102 

To the above total of 274 should be added fifteen administra- 
tive appointments, three in the Medical Board and twelve Super- 
intending Surgeons; and seventeen staff appointments, almost 
all held by senior officers of the rank of Sm’geon. These seventeen 
posts were, the Apothecary to the Company, or Medical Store- 
keeper at the Presidency, vuth Storekeepers at Cawnpur, Ambala, 
and Sialkot ; six Garrison Surgeons, at Calcutta, Chunar, Alla- 
habad, and Agra, with Assistants at the two first ; two officers in 
medical charge of Studs ; the Superintending Surgeon, Givalior 
Contingent ; the Marine Surgeon, the Surgeon to the Coniiiiander- 
in-Ghief, and the Surgeon to the Viceroy’s Body-guard. This 
makes a total of 306 military appointments, in addition to men 
on furlough and men in civil employ. 

The actual strength of the Bengal Medical Service at tliis 
--"time, takeh"from the Army List of 1854, was 382, including men 
on furlough and men in civil employ, viz. A.M.O.’s, 15 ; Surgeons, 


Assist, 

Surgeons. 

I 

3 
9 
6 

10 

77 

18 

5 

5 

1 

4 

1 

20 

2 

7 

3 

172 
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127; Assistant Surgeons, 240.- Of these twenty Surgeons and 
sixty-three Assistant Surgeons were in civil employment. • 

Much the same distribution of medical officers may be given 
for the Madras Army, except that the Artillery ha^^not so many 
medical officers as that of Bengal. The Coast Army, moreover,, 
.while it furnished officers to the Haidarabad Contingent, had no 
local or irregular corps of its own. 

Surgeons. 

Sappers and Miners 

Horse Artillery, one Brigade ; Foot Artillery, ) 

five Battalions .... I ^ 

Company’s European Regiments, three . ■ . * 3 

Native Cavalry, seven Regiments . '. . 7 

Native Infantry, fifty-two Regiments . . 52 

Haidarabad Contingent, Cavalry, four Regts. - 

„ ,, Infantry, six Regts. - 

Total . . 65 

To these should be added thirteen administrative appoint- 
ments, three in the Medical Board, and ten Superintending 
Surgeons ; and nine military staff appointments, viz. Superintend- 
ing Surgeon, Haidarabad Contingent, Medical • Storekeeper, 
Secretary Medical Board, and six Garrison Surgeons, at the 
Presidency, Trichinopoly, Bangalore, Bellary, Vizagapatam, and- 
Eadalur, making a total of 228 military medical appoint- 
ments. 

The actual total strength of the Madras Medical Service in 
1854, however, including men on furlough and men in civil 
employ, was only 217, viz; A.M.O.’s, 13; Surgeons, 60; and 
Assistant Surgeons, 144. Of these eight Surgeons and thirty-eight 
Assistant Surgeons were in civil employ. And, as a matter of fact, 
very few of the native regiments, infantry or cavalry, had 
more than one medical officer, though each was supposed to 
have both a Smrgeon and an Assistant Surgeon. 

The Bombay Army had six regiments of Irregular Horse, the 
First and Second Sind Horse, the Puna Horse, the Maratha Horse, 
the Guzarat Horse, and the Cutch Horse ; and ten such infantry 
corps, the Guzarat Provincial Battalion, the Marine Battalion, the 
Khandesh Bhil Corps, the Sawantwari Corps, the Kolapmr Corps, 
the First and Second Biluchi Battalions, the Ratnagheri Rangers, 
the Ghat Police Corps, and the Guzarat Police Corps. Of these the 
sixth cavalry corps, the Cutch Irregular Horse, and the last three 


Assist. 

Surgeons, 

I 

6 

6 

14 

104 

4 

6 

14I ‘ 
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infnnlrv ooip.'i, h:ul no nu-diml oftlrors. Tin: nirdicnl staff of llu: 
Eojnbay Army may thor«‘f<»i'o bi* tatmlaK'd as follows : — 




Auitl. 

SlIlfTlltlS 

,8apj>rr'* .-,nd Minrjs 

— 

1 

Jiojvr ,\nillrry, one Biig.adc ; I'oot mlillciT, ) 



four Batt.aiinn;'- } 

A 

i3 

Company’:; !bi;'oj>ran JvegJmrnt-:, thifc . 

.3 

6 

Native Cavahy. thier Uf;;imrnt”- . 

.3 

.3 

Native lufantiy. twrnty.r.ine IvrcimnU': 

•9 

5« 

lm;:nlar Hor-c, hvp l\ti;ain<-nt-. 

- 

.I 

Lwal Infant! Y Cojjv, : even ]\e,“iinrnt'‘ . 

- 

** 

/ 

TtU-tl 

.37 



To tlu'ff sbonUi be a.ddfd rjjjbl ;ulmimstiativc «»fluvrs, throe 
in tho Mrdiial Hoaul, and fsvi* Snjarintondinf; S\n(Vons ; and 
nim* militaty nu-dioal staff apj‘omtmonts ; four Staff Surgeons 
at Karaohi, Mhan, Alnnad.ibn<l, and I*nna ; thrc-o medical sti>r<'- 
);< ( jxT;;. at the l’ic‘id< ji< y, Ib-l;’:anm. and Nimacli ; tin: Secrefaty 
to tin* Medic;il Boaid. and tin- ^»anisi«n Snrgeon at tin* Presidcmy, 
malving a total of i.;; ajtjn-intments ; or, if w<’ inchtdo, say, 
twenty fur th<‘ Indiajt Navy, which was always centsidored as 
military emjiluyjncnt, 157 military nn-dical app(tintnu*nts, without 
oamtijig mc-n on furhmgh and men in civil employ. 

The actual strength <d the Bombay Medical Service in 185.} 
was j8j, vi?,. A.M.U.'s, 8; Surgeons, .j6; Assistant Surgeons, 127. 
Of t}u>c six Suri:<‘ons and thirty-seven Assistant Stirgeons were 
in civil employ, :md sevejjtoen Assistant Surgeons were serving 
in the Indian Navy. As in Madras, most of the native regiments 
had <;nly »»jje medical ofneer, though both a Surgeon and an 
Assistant Surgeon wer«* mmiinally allowed. 

Mily. Letter No. 3.}0 of 7th Nov., jSG.j, from the Secretary 
of Slate for India, published in India as G.G.O., No. 1060 of 23rd 
Dec., iSO.}, in paras. 17 and 18, fixes the strength of llu: I.M.S. 
as 861. Tliis number, liowever, was never actually attained. 

Pitra. 17. "In my clesjj.itch No. 152 I aulhorized your .augmentjug 
the mimt)u*r of orr:c<'r!> above the lanU of Assistant Surgeon in Bengal to 
152. Ma<Jr.a'; to 36. Bondiay to 6y, leaving the aggregate establishment of 
mcflical ofucej-s in each Prc'vidency the same .as before. 

Para. j 8. " TJjat establishment is at present as follows : — Bengal, 
jj25 ; Madras, 2.^3 ; Bombay, 193." 

" it may be of interest to give the actual strength of the I.M.S. 
at different periods in the last half century, as calculated from 
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the Army Lists. The numbers given cannot be considered as 
exact to single units, for every Army List must necessarily be a 
few weeks out of date by the time it is published. .. In each case, 
except in i86i, when there were none, there was a cbntingent of 
newly-joined officers on probation, under training, who^snames, 
are not given in the Army List. But the figures will be found 
correct to wthin two or three units in each total. The dates 
chosen are — 

July, i86i, including the last entries before the service was 
closed to competition for four and a half years. 

July, 1865, just before the first admissions joined, after the 
closure. 

January, 1871, just before the Service was closed for two years. 

January, 1873, just before the first men admitted after the 
closure joined. • - 

January, 1882, when the Service was at fairly full strength, 
after the Afghan War. 

January, 1886, when the numbers had fallen, by the reduction 
of the Army in 1882, and by four years’ restricted recruiting. 

July, 1897, including the last men admitted to the three 
separate Services, Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. 

January, 1913, the present day. .. ... 

The numbers in the new junior Service or General List passed 
the totals in the three old Services for the first time in 1907. 
The figures for Jan., 1908, were : Bengal, 217 ; Madras, 92 ; 
Bombay, 58 ; total, 367 ; General List, 394. 


Date. 

.Rank. 

Bengal. . 

Madias. 

Bombay. 

Total. 

July, 1861 . 

A.M.O.’s 

15 

10 

8 



Surgeons . 

125 

66 

48 



Asst. Surgeons . 

264 

143 

140 



_ Total 

404 

219 

196 

819 

July, 1865 . 

A.M.O.'s - . 


10 

8 

34 


Surgeon Majors 


. 38 

22 

«3 


Surgeons . 


35 

51 

140 


Asst. Surgeons . 

I16 

91 

70 

277 


Total . 

245 

174 

151 

570 
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A despatch from the Secretary of State for India,* dated 
nth Dec., 1908, advocating the encouragement of the local, 
medical profession in India by handing over to private practi- 
tioners some of the appointments now held by members of the 
I.M.S., a despatch which created 'a good deal of discussion -in- 
1909, in para. 3, definitely ordered that no further increase of the 
civil appointments of the Service could be permitted. 

" No-hvithstanding the necessity for restriction, the cadre of the Indian 
Medical Service has in recent years continued to increase, and, apart from 
other objections, its further increase would be likely to cause serious 
difficulties in the matter of recruiting. I have consequently- decided that 
the time has now arrived when no further increase of the civil side of the 
service can be allowed, and when a strong .effort should be made to reduce 
it by gradually extending the employment of civil medical practitioners 
recruited in India.” 

The figures given above show that the total strength of the 
I.M.S. in 1861 was 819, and that in 1864 the strength sanctioned 
was 861, a figure which it does not appear ever to have actually 
attained. On ist Jan., 1913, the actual strength was 770, having 
as a matter of fact, during the last half century, not only not 
increased, but having diminished, as compared to the. strength 
of 1861, by some fifty units, or about 6 per cent. ^ . 

* This despatch is quoted below in Chap, XLI, T/»p Future. The corre- 
spondence was published in the Gazette of India on 22nd May, 1909. 


CliAPTER XV 


THE DOUBLE COMMISSIONS 

** I do perceive here a divided duty.” 

Shakespeari;, Othello, Act I, Scene 3. 

A TRADITION exists, or iiscd to exist, that in the earljf days of the 
I.jSI.S., after its foundation on 1st Jan., 1764, men appointed to 
the Service held commissions as combatant officers, in addition 
to their warrants * as Assistant Surgeons, entering the Service 
as Ensign or Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon ; and performing 
their double duties, combatant and medical, indiscriminately, or 
both at the same time, until promoted. Vffien a man's turn 
came for promotion, either to Captain or to Surgeon, he was 
obliged to make his choice between the two branches, either taking 
the promotion which came to him, and permanently relinquishing 
the other branch, or once for all declining it, if he preferred to 
wait for promotion in the other branch. 

Such a combination of duties seems strange to us in these 
times of greater specialisation, and would now be an impossibility. 
But a century and a half ago things were different, and in many 
cases a man might have no great difficulty in carr3dng on both 
duties at the same time, or in changing from time to time from 
one to the other. 

The subject is one of great interest, and careful search has 
been made for information bearing upon it in all tlie original 
authorities available. It seems certain that no such combination 
of duties ever existed as a general rule. But undoubtedly some . 


* Assistant Surgeons wore, strictl}' speaking, not commissioned officers, but were 
appointed on warranls, until 24th Oct., 1788, when the Governor-General, Lord 
Cornwallis, withdrew their warrants, granting them commissions as officers 
instead. For the last forty years tlic title of Assistant Surgeon has been confined 
'to the Sub-Medical Departments, ftfilitary and Civil. But up to the ist July, 
1873, all Medical Officers, entering both the A.M.D. and the I.M.S., entered 
as Assistant Surgeons, and held that rank for twelve years. 
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individuals did hold double rank, military and medical, simul- 
taneously, for several years, until they made their final choice. 
This choice, in one case at least, was bitterly^^ resented by the 
juniors of the favoured officer, who vainly proteste^^at he had 
left the Medical Department years before, and had no''^iiLtJ>-' 
revert thereto. ■ ‘ 

The officer in question, Francis Balfour, took his M.D. degree 
at Edinburgh in 1767, was appointed to the I.M.S. in England in 
Nov., 1768, and was ranked as Assistant Surgeon from 2nd July, 
1769, probably the date of his arrival in India. Nine days. later, 
on nth July, 1769, he received a commission as Ensign, became 
■ Lieutenant on 26th June, 1771, and Surgeon on loth Aug., 1777, 
when he relinquished his combatant rank. 

The Bengal Mily. Cons, of 14th Sept., 1778, record Balfour’s 
reversion to the Medical Department, as follows : — 

" That M' Francis Balfour be permitted to retain his proper Rank in 
the List of Surgeons according to his Original Warrant of Assistant Surgeon 
dated Fort William 2“^ July, 1769, which intitles him to be a full Surgeon 
next under M' William Walker. 

" Ordered that a Warrant be accordingly granted him to rank as a 
Surgepn on this Establishment from the lo*'^ August 1777. 

" That the name of Lieut. Francis Balfour be struck off the List of the 
Army.” . - -- — 

Balfour was fortunate in his proriiotion, becoming Head 
Surgeon on 20th Oct., 1786, and officiating in the Medical Board 
from 15th Jan., 1788. He did not, however, reach the Medical 
Board permanently until 1798. He retired on i6th Sept., 1807, 
and was living up till 1816. 

When Balfour was promoted to full Surgeon, and returned to 
the medical line, three Assistant Surgeons, W. R. Munro, J. Fergu- 
son, and G. Boyd, who considered themselves aggrieved by their 
supersession by an officer who they thought had years before quitted 
the Medical Department, memorialised the Government against his 
promotion. Balfour’s answer to their memorial is as follows * 

'* Read letter referred to Medical Board by Council. To the Hon’ble John 
Macpherson, Esq., Governor-Generab and Members of the Supreme Counci . 

''.Hon’ble Sir and Sirs. — ^The Remonstrance of Mr. Monro, Mr. Fergu^n 
and Mr. Boyd against my Rank, to which I am desired by -your Hon b e 

* This letter is embodied in the Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical 
14th Sept., 1786, which may be seen in the Record Ofi&ce in Calcutta, in^^ — . 
Proceedings are contained in 289 thick foUo volumes of bound manuscnp^ a 
run from 1786 to 1854, Balfour’s letter, and also Robert Anderson’s letter 
2ist June, 1786, given below, are summarized in a paper called Gleanings jr 
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Board, to reply, seems to contain four objections or arrangements * which 
I shall consider separately. However, I cannot help expressing my 
surprise that a Remonstrance addressed in July 1784 to tlie Hon’ble 
Warren H^tings, Esq., should be for the first time transmitted to me for 
a reply in August 17S6, when hF Hastings is no longer Governor-General, 
and wh^nJR'l/Ferguson, one of the gentlemen who signs the Remonstrance, 
haslDeen more than a twelve-month dead.f These Circumstances subject 
the Remonstrance in its present form to much Objection and remark ; but 
being eager to obey implicitly every Order of your Hon’ble Board, I shall 
proceed to communicate all the information you may require upon the 
points in Question. 

"The following are all the Objections that seem to be contained in the 
Remonstrance : 

" ist. That I resigned my Appointment of Assistant Surgeon. 

" and. That previous to my promotion to the Rank of Full Surgeon, 
I never did more than a few months’ duty. 

" 3rd, That I have obtained my promotion to the Rank wliich I hold 
contrary to the Custom of Service, and to the Adjustment 
of Field Ofiicers who sat for that Pui-pose. 

" 4th. That the Case of Craigie is exactly parallel to mine, and 
that the decision of tlie Mlitary Board in that case, furnishes 
a rule for determining my Rank. 

'* 1st. — ^With regard to the first I must inform your Hon’ble Board that 
when I received a Commission in the Army I never did resign my appoint- 
ment of Assistant Surgeon, my eagerness to acquire the Persian language, 
and my desire to give myself as much as possible to tliis study prevented 
me, it is true, from applying for several Months at tlus period for any 
-medical charge, because I found that it would be too great an interruption 
to the object I had in view. But I never relinquished my Claim to the in- 
dulgence which the Service then afforded, of enjoying both appointments 
and of choosing and attaching myself to tliat line, which I should like best, 
when it should become necessary by arriving at a certain Rank to keep J 
the other. 

" 2nd. — ^In reply to the second Objection of the 'Remonstrance I must 
inform your Hon'ble Board, that, instead of doing dut}’ only for a few 
months, previous to my promotion to the rank of Full Surgeon, I will 
pledge, myself to prove that I did duty effectually and officially not less 
than five years, with Success and Reputation. 

" In 1769 , 1 acted as an Assistant Smrgeon at the Presidency and in the 
Hospital, immediately after my arrival, and before I got a Subaltern’s 
Commission, about six months. 

"In 1770 , 1 acted as an Assistant Surgeon witli the Troops atGirettj’, 
under the command of Sir John Cummings, about six montlis. 

“ In 1771, I lost my health, was obliged to leave Bengal, and was not 
able to reton to my duty for many months. 

" In 1772, being still intent upon the study of the Persian language, I 

the Early Records oJ\ the Bengal Medical Depsrtrr.cr.t, by T. H. Hendley, C I E 
I.M.S., in the Transactions of the Indian Medical Congress of 1894 (pp 402-7) 

■*= Arrangements is the word used in the JIS.. probablv bv miscopyinK the w ord 
~~drguments. ' ' irj o 

t J. Ferguson died at Chunar on 4G1 ZCov., 17;?, 

t Word difficult to make out, looks fiks lap hi MS., probably should be cr:t. 

H.I.M.S.— VOL. I. ' ^ ' 
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confined myself to the duty of an officer, affd applied for no medical charge. 
During this interval, however, I was not altogether useless to the service 
in the line of Physic. For in the course of this year, I put into form the 
Medical Observations I had collected during the two unhealthy seasons in 
which I was employed at Calcutta and Gyretty. These^pbservations 
describe a successful and I may say a certain method of cuiingi 4 he,de;.^ 
structive Remittent Fever of Bengal by giving the Bark in the Fit as well 
as in the Remission of the Fever. This practice was first introduced by ■ 
me immediately after my arrival, and I hope it will not be overlooked by 
your Hon’ble Board in forming an estimate of my services previous to my 
promotion to the Rank of Full Surgeon. 

" In 1773, finding that the attainment of the Persian was now within 
my reach, I applied. for, and obtained, the charge of a detachment that 
was then proceeding to Cooche Behar, and I acted in that unhealthy country 
as an Assistant Surgeon about 14 months^ 

" In 1774, after my return from Cooche Behar I acted for five months 
as an Assistant Surgeon at Chunarghur under the command of Colonel 
Muir, and had charge of the Hospital, whilst M^ Armstrong was sick. 

" In search of the health which I had lost in Cooche Behar and which I 
did not recover for several years, I went to Madras, in December, 1774. 

I was there appointed Surgeon to the Nabob, and attended him for the 
space of three years, the Nabob himself applying at the expiration of every 
year to the Government of Bengal for permission to detain me in that 
Capacity. By this detail your Hon'ble Board will perceive that previous 
to my promotion to the rank of Full Surgeon, I was officially employed in 
the medical line not less than five years. And all that the Authors of the 
Remonstrance can possibly urge against my rank, amounts to not more 
than this, ‘ Thdt for the space of a few months whilst they^were-prS'"' 
ceeding in the common road of their Profession, I confined myself solely 
to the duty of an officer, and employed all the hours of my leisure, am- 
bitiously laboring to recommend myself to my Hon'ble employers, by 
facilitating the study of the Persian language, the knowledge of which is 
inseparably connected with their prosperity in India.' ' This application 
of my time has received the approbation of the Supreme Council and of 
the Court of Directors, and another Gentleman * of the Faculty who is 
now engaged in labors similar to mine, has, on this account, not only been 
excused from all medical duty for a much longer period, -but has, besides, 
been honored with other Indulgences and testimonies of encouragement 
from your Hon'ble Board. 

" 3rd, — I now proceed to consider the third objection of the Remon- 
strance, viz., ‘ That I was promoted to the Rank of Full Surgeon contrary 
to the Custom of the Service, and to the arrangement of the Medical List 
by the Board of officers who sat for that purpose in 1777.' 

"When I arrived in Bengal, and until within these few years, I have 
already observed, that it was customary in the service, for an Assistant 
Surgeon to hold likewise a Subaltern's Co mmi ssion in the Army, and he 
was allowed to retain both until he arrived at the rank of either a Full 
Surgeon or of a Captain, at which time he was obliged to relinquish his 
other appointment, and to attach himself to that line only in which he 
received his promotion. M*^ Cranston enjoy'd both for several years, antr 

* Assistant Surgeon John Bortffivick Gilchrist. 
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with Justice to re-establish Craigie in his proper station, than lo 
assume the injury which he had received as a rule or precedent for re- 
grading, me. 

" On the other hand, if M' Craigie had aspired to promotion upon 
grounds that are not similar and corresponding to mine,’'Ae two cases 
are not parallel, and the resolution of the hlilitary Board his 

claim, cannot be applied as a proper rule for determining my rank. 

'■ " Your Hon’ble Board will now be surprised to learn after all this outcry 
about supersession and hardship, that at this moment I possess no higher 
rank than that- which was originally given me by the Hon'ble Court of 
Directors, and that the Authors of this Remonstrance enjoy tlie very rank 
that was originally confer’d upon them by their first Commissions in the 
Service. 

" Long before any of these Gentlemen had reached Bengal, and before 
their names were heard of in this country, I had -established a character 
in -my Profession by the Success of my practice. I have supported that 
character for the space of seventeen years- and have raised it higher, and 
I have been promoted agreeably to the dates of^y different Commissions, 
to the Custom of the Service, and to the Clause contained in the con- 
ditional approbation given by.tdie Court of Directors to the proceedings of 
the Military Board. Above all, I -am confirmed in the possession of my 
present Rank by the late Act of Parliament, and I trust that the Justice 
of your Hon'ble Board will find in my character and conduct no occasion 
sufficiently urgent to require a deviation from that rule. I have the 
honour to be, &c., Prancis Balfour. Benares, 15th August, lySfi.” 

It may be of interest to give the 'opinions of the Medical 
Board on Balfour’s case. These opinions are contained'irrtiiH 
Board’s Proceedings of 28th Sept., 1786, and are somewhat 
mixed, 

James Ellis, the senior member, considers that Balfour did 
not resign his commission as Asssistant Surgeon, and that he is 
entitled to his original place in the list, by the orders of Council 
of 14th Sept., 1778. The opinion of Ellis is of special interest, 
as he was himself one of -the few officers who had held a double 
commission. 

The second member, Andrew Williams, states that he con- 
siders that Balfour has no claim to his original rank, nor to rank 
in the Medical Dept, from any date prior to 14th Sept., 177 ^> 
and that Munro and Boyd have established their claim to rank 
above him. 

John Fleming, the third member, is of opinion that Balfour 
left the Medical Dept, when he became an Ensign, and that 
his restoration in 1778 to his original place was an act of injustice 
to Munro and Boyd, and to all the other men who had entered 
as Assistant Surgeons before 1778. At the same time, he considers 
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that the' Council, when they restored Balfour to his original 
place, must have had good reasons for doing so, that they then 
pledged the public faith to Balfour, and that the question cannot 
now be reqpened. 

TlieT Qccision of Government was in favour of Balfour. 

The onty available e\ddence that it was cnsioinary for men to 
serve as combatant and medical officers at the same time is 
contained in : first, Balfour’s statement in the above letter that 
"it was customary in the service for an Assistant Surgeon to 
hold likewise a subaltern’s commission, and he was allowed to 
retain both until he arrived at tlie rank cither of a full Surgeon 
or a Captain ’’ ; and, secondl3^ a letter from Lieut. Thomas 
Staunton, contained in the Medical Board’s Proceedings of 24tli 
Ma}^ 1787, which runs as follows : — 

Proceedings, Medical Board, May, 1787. “ Letter from Thomas 
Hamilton, Head Surgeon, Futty Gliurr, forwarding an application from 
Thomas Staunton, Lientenant, to act as Regimental Surgeon’s Mate. 

" To Thomas Hamilton, Esquire, Senior Surgeon at the Hospital, 
Futty Ghurr. Sir, — ^Having been bred a Surgeon and having served 
with the Sepoy Corps of the and 3*^ Brigades from October, 1781 to 
tlie date of the General Order in 1783 by which Gentlemen serving in both 
the jMUitary and Medical lines were desired to relinquish one or the other ; 
I-am induced to offer my services as Regimental Mate to the 8th Battalion 
of Sepoys to which I belong, and which I request you to submit to the 
Medical Board, that if they approve, I may be favored by their recommenda- 
tion to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to carry my appointment 
thereto into effect. Any monthly allowance that may be ordered for me 
to receive, I \vill gladly accept. I am, &c., Tho. Staunton, Lieutenant. 
Futty Ghurr, May, 1787. 

The answer to tliis letter was given at the same meeting, and 
was to the effect that as the Board had no power to comply with 
Lieut. Statmton's request, he must apply to the Governor- 
General. He does not appear to have rejoined the Medical Dept., 
but continued to serve as a combatant officer (Cadet, 1781,. 
Ensign nth July, 1782, Lieutenant 8th Jan., 1785), becoming 
Captain on 17th July, 1801, and dying at Futty Ghurr (Fatehgarh) 
on 2ist Nov., 1805. 

On the other hand, it seems evident that, if the practice of 
holding double rank, military and medical, were common and 
customary, Balfour’s acceptance of promotion in the medical line 
would have been recognised as being in the ordinary course of 
events, and would not have elicited complaints of supersession 


230 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

from his juniors ; nor would the Medical Board have been so 
divided in opinion in the matter. 

The oldest list of the Bengal Medical Service which appears 
to be in existence is one dated 30th May, I 774 i preserved in the 
Calcutta Record Office, in manuscript. In this list^Andrevf^ 
Cranston’s name stands fifth among the Assistant Surgeons, TOth 
the remark opposite to it “ is an officer likewise.” Had it been 
customary, or even common, for medical officers to hold the 
double rank, it is not likely that such a remark would have been 
entered opposite the name of one Assistant Surgeon, and of one 
only. Incidentally, this remark also seems to show that an 
Assistant Surgeon was not then considered an officer. 

In this-list Balfour’s name is omitted, .which seems to show 
that, at that time, he was considered permanently to have left 
the Medical Department. 

No trace can be found of the G.O. issued in 17S3, directing 
that officers doing the double duties should relinquish one or 
the other, which is mentioned in Staunton’s letter. No such 
order can be found in the Mily. Cons, and G.O.’s for the years 
1782, 1783, and 1784. 

On 4th Aug., 1777, a Board of Field Officers was appointed, 
with instructions ” to investigate and determine’ the-raulf’^ 
Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons ” in Bengal. They drew up a 
list in accordance with their instructions. This list is included in 
the Mily. Cons, of 20th Oct., 1777. It comprises sixt5^-three 
officers, twenty Surgeons and forty-three Assistant Surgeons. 
Balfour’s name is not included, though his rank as Surgeon is 
dated from loth Aug., 1777. The name of John Craigie stands 
twenty-sixth among the Assistant Surgeons. No mention is made 
of his ever having held a combatant commission. The of&cer 
referred to is John Craigie, who entered the service as Assistant 
Surgeon on 28th April, 1772, became Surgeon on 21st Feb., 17^°' 
and died on board the Houghton, on his way home, on loth Feb., 

1795. . . 

Captain Frederick Breton certainly served for some time m 
the Medical Dept., as is showm by an entry in the Mily> Cons. 0 
ist Jan., 1779. 

" That Ljmd, who was appointed Surgeon to Major 
Detachment, having reported liimsfilf unable to proceed 'vith ib ^ 
Indisposition, Lieutenant Frederick Britton, at the recommendation 
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to jS) ;jje pre:ejv< d two rojijts uf a memorial from Kllis, the fir.sl 
a])j):ijently in hi- own handwritin;?, recountinj; his services. The 
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be tells liov,’ he was sa-nt on active service in Midnapur, received 
a commission as Ensiftn, and ivsii'iied it by the Company’s rules 
on his promotion to Surf;eon. 

" 'I’Jji'i trunjiaip.n w.'e: active and .•'•harii, and the conduct' of your 
ineinoij'alut wa*'- t :tli; lyi«>)i to the Commander, on whose recommendation 
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without the previous knowledge of ^our memorialist, Governor Vansittart ■ 
gave him an Ensign’s Commission, which your memorialist, by the Com- 
pany’s rules, resigned on his return to Calcutta in December, and was 
then appointed by Governor Vansittart a full Surgeoni’’ ... 

Charles Laird certainly held a commission at the-sanie time 
as his medical warrant. The Bengal Mily. Cons, of 24th May,"' 
1781, state — 

" Agreed also that Charles Laird, who has served for some time 
witli Reputation in the Army as an Assistant Surgeon be placed at the 
head of the List of Cadets who have been appointed in the Country since 
the of January last.” ' 

. The same Cons, of 24th June, 1781, contain a list of cadets 
appointed Ensigns, at the head of which comes the name of 
Charles Laird. Those of 22nd Nov., 1781, announce his appoint- 
ment to succeed the late Mr. Inglis as Surgeon of Ramgarh. 

Charles Laird entered as Assistant Surgeon on loth April, 1780, 
and became Surgeon on 21st Oct., 1783 ; resigned, ^vith permission 
to return, on 22nd Dec., 1788; was struck off, on completion of 
five years’ absence, in 1793, and died at Florence in 1795* James 
Laird entered as Assistant Surgeon on 7th April, 1780, three days 
before his brother, but was six years longer in getting promotion 
to Surgeony on 2nd May, 1790 ; he retired on 27th..May , iS oiy- 
and died in London on &th Jan., 1816. Dodwell and Jliles 
include the names of both brothers in their Bengal Medical List. 
Their Army List does not mention the name of Charles among the 
Bengal Infantry officers, but that of James is duly entered. In 
the Muster Rolls of the Bengal Army for' 1782 James Laird is 
shown as Ensign of Infantry in the First Brigade. The Bengal 
Mily. Cons, of 5th Dec., 1785, note the grant of leave to Europe for 
three years on full pay, under the regulations of 19th Aug., to 
Lieut. James Laird. The same Co7ts. for 6th Dec. grant the same 
leave to Breton. 

In the Hastings papers * a list is given, on page 802, of the 
Europeans present at Benares, at the time of Chait Sinh’s re- 
bellion, in Aug., 1781. This list included “Mr. Totty, Surgeon 
to the Residency,” and, among the military officers on active 
service, ” Smrgeon and Ensign Laird.” , 

* Selections from the Letters, Despatches, and other State papers preserved in 
Foreign Department of the Government of India, 1772-85.' Edited by • 
Forrest, B.A. In three volumes, Calcutta. Printed by the Supt. of oo 
Printing. India. iSgo. 
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. James Laird held his combatant commission up to 23rd July, 
1789, twelve yaaxs later than Balfour or Cranston ; and, as 
Assistant Surgeons received commissions in 1788, he may truly be 
said to have held a “ double commission.” The Proceedings of 
.thg-MeSical Board of 3rd Aug., 1789, contain the following 
notification : — 

G.O. of 23rd July, 1789. " W James Laird, whose name stands in the 
list of tlie army as a Lieutenant, and on the medical list as an Assistant 
Surgeon, having been required to make his election of eitlier line, and 
having in consequence declared his preference for the Medical Department, 
liis name is to be struck out of the list of the army. (Signed) Peter 
Murray, Adjt. Genl.’’ 

It wll be seen that, if any order was really issued in 1783, 
that officers holding double rank, military and medical, should 
resign one or the other, James Laird in some way or other evaded it. 

Some earlier cases, prior to the formation of the Medical 
Service, of such double rank, may be quoted. The Fort St. George 
Cons, of 2nd Sept., 1713, note — 

" Cap* Richard Pimp representing to the Board that he was obligd to 
leave his Surgeon behind in England for debt, and that his Surgeons Mate 
is now upon liis deathbed so that he is in great distress as being bound on 
a sickly voyage, and Ensign IJeydon that come out on the Hannover, who 
'was bred a Surgeon petitioning to quit the Service and go with Capt Phrip 
the Board agrees thereto.” 

This appointment is also referred to in para. 178 of a General 
Letter from Fort St. George, dated i6th Sept., 1713.* 

" Ensign Sam* Heydon spared to Capt" Phrip for a Surgeon, being a 
better Surgeon than Souldier." 

Three months later, the Fort St. George Cons, of 22nd Jan., 
1713/14, note Heydon's permanent appointment as Surgeon in 
Sumatra. 

" Samuel Heydon petitioning to go to the West Coast as Surgeon of 
York ffort, and Capt Phrip giving him the character of a sober able man. 
Agreed he be entertain'd and sent thither by the Dolben, their letters 
acquainting us that they are under a great necessity. Ordered that John 
George Stevens be entertaind Surgeons Mate for that purpose.” 

Heydon subsequently served again as a combatant officer in 
the Western Presidency. The Bombay Cons, of i6th April, 1718, 
note the grant of a commission as lieutenant to Samuel Haydon. 

* Abstracts, Letters from Coast and Bay, Vol. I, 1703-15, p. 428. 
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Those of 27th May, 1722, record the .despatch of a letter to Captain 
Samuel Heydon at Mahim. He served in Bombay for over 
fourteen years. The Cons, of 5th June, 1732, mention the dis- 
missal of Captain Samuel Heydon, Captain Commandant, for 
illegally confining in the Fort guardroom Mr. Joseph 
first Lieutenant of the Prince of Wales galley. 

Again, the Fort St. George Cons, of 13th July, 1719, record 
that Dr. John Strahan, who was Physician , at Bencoolen, and 
had also a commission as Ensign, is posted to Vizagapatam as 
Ensign and Surgeon. Strahan died there six months later, in 
the following January. 

A General Letter from Bombay, dated 15th Nov., 1720, 
reports in para. 128 that Ensign Gordon is, to be employed as 
Surgeon in vessels. 

Nearly forty years- later, a letter from Fort Marlborough, 
dated loth March, 1759, notes the grant of a “breviate” as 
Ensign to Surgeon Stevenson at Moko-Moko.* 

Several cases occur in the records of appointments to the 
Medical Service of men who had come out to India in the ranks, 
having enlisted as privates in the Company’s troops, e.g. Stewart 
at Madras in 1688, Holmes at Anjengo about 1717, Raworth at 
Madras in 1724, Trotter at Bombay in 1745, Thomas-Walke!:.-ift 
1765, and Thomas Wilson in 1770 (both in Madras), Sloper in 
1815 and John Smyth in 1820, both in Bengal. These cases are 
more fully described in Chap. XXII, Appointment to the Service, 
Examinations. 

Numerous cases are mentioned in the records, in which com- 
batant officers were appointed to the Medical Department, and 
three of these officers rose to distinction in the Service, Mein, 
Gilman, and Scott. • 

An obituary notice of Gilbert Pasley, in Hickey’s Gazette of 
20-27th Oct., 1781, states — 


“ Death : Gilbert Paisley Esq : Surgeon General on the Coast whose 

services at Madras had rendered him greatly respected having been resident 

there upwards of 25 years. . He came out Originally in the Artillery as a 

Lieut. Fireworker, but soon exchanged the Sword Spungeworm an 

Hamrod fp.r +1- ” -'"''ett tJold Headed Cane and Snuffbox.” 

burgeon ai*. ^ 

« be any other evidence of Padey's 

Foreign Department of the Cover in the Artillery. ' Hc -came to inoia 
Forrest, B.A. In three volumes. 

Printing, India. 1S90. Bay, Vol. VI, 1754-60, p. 25 °- 
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as a Surgeon’s Iklate in Adlercron’s re^ment,* .but maj? possibly 
have served previously in the Artillery in England. 

A Separate Letter from Madras, dated 6th Feb., 1771, reports 
in para. 13 the appointment of Cadet George Binney as Assistant 
-Surgeon. In para. 80 of a similar Letter of 15th Oct., 1772, is 
noted the appointment of Cadets Nicol Mein and .'John Simson 
to be Assistant Surgeons. 

6/7» Feb., 1771, para. 13. " Geo. Binney, a Cadet of last year, from our 

want of such has been appointed a Surgeon’s Mate.” 

i5lh Oct., 1772, para. 80. " Cadets Nicoll Mein and John Simson are 
appointed to act sis Surgeons Assistants till Court’s pleasure is known or 
till they are in turn for Commissions.” 

The appointments of Binney and i\Iein are entered in Madras 
Mily. Cons, of 13th Aug., 1770, and 20th July, 1772. 

Aug., 1770. ” George Binne5'' Cadet having applied to bo 
appointed a Surgeons Mate, in which Profession he has been brought up, 
& as we are in great Want of Persons in that Capacitj', It is agreed that he 
be examined by the Surgeons and if he is found properly Qualified tliat he 
be appointed accordingly.” 

20/A July, 1772. “ The President acquaints the Board that 3VP Nicol 
Mein, One of the Cadets of this Year, having been bred to Surgerj’, had 
express’d a desire of acting as Surgeons Assistant & for which he had been 
recommend’d by M' Pasley. As We arc in great Want of Surgeons Assis- 
tants, it is agreed that M*^ Nicol Mein be appoint’d to act as such for the 
present, and that he be sent with the Detachment now under Orders to 
embark for Masulipatam." 

The same Co 7 is. of 27th Oct., 1773, note the appointment of 
Ensign Alexander Ferrier as Assistant Surgeon. 

'* The President informs the Board that Ensign AIcx^ Fcrricr has 
applied to resign his Commission in the Military and to be admitted on 
the List of Surgeons Assistants. Agreed tirat Ens, Fcrricr’s request be 
granted.” 


In 1775 Ferrier applied, but -vithout success, to take rank as 
Assistant Surgeon from the date of his arrival in India. He car^e 
out as a Cadet in 1770, was appointed Ensign on arrival, anf rr 
1772 served in Achin as Asststant Surceon, in addition tr rus 
military duties. 


None of these four names are 
Madras Army List, and that cf 


inciuuea in 
Mein only. 



* Madras Mily. Ccr,:.. 
Rank. 
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their Medical List. Binney became Head Siu'geon on istli Feb., 
1780, and died at Masiilipatam on 20th May, 1793. Mein became 
member of the Medical Board oh 20th May, 1800, and died at 
Madras on 3rd April, 1804. Ferrier became Siirgeon^n 1780, 
went on furlough to Europe in March, 1788, and retired 
rejoining. John Simpson or Simson became Surgeon' on 10th 
March, 1777, and died at Vizagapatam in Oct., 1779. 

Robert Anderson states, in a letter to the Calcutta Medical . 
Board about his rank, dated 21st June, 1786, .that he had prac- 
tised as a medical man for over thirteen years, before he became a 
combatant officer. He was appointed a Cadet of Infantry in 1781, 
and became Ensign on 29th Sept, of the same year. Before the end 
of the year he was appointed to do duty as an Assistant Surgeon, 
and granted a warrant as such by the Indian Council from 2nd Jan., 
1782. His letter, which is contained in the Proceedings of the 
Medical Board of 7th Aug., 1786, is as follows : — 

“ To the Hon'ble John Macpherson, Esq., Governor-General, and 
Supreme Council. 

“ Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — respectfully beg leave to represent to jour 
Hon’ble Board that I was an Ensign on the' Establishment in 1781, and 
• doing duty as such with the -first European Regiment in Fort William. 
There being no Surgeon with the said Regiment and the Commander-in- 
Chief being informed that I had regularly studied and • practised 'tlfaT 
Profession for upwards of 13 years, he was pleased to order me to act as 
an Assistant Surgeon, and after acting for some montlis I applied to be 
appointed an Assistant Surgeon and to resign my Commission as an officer. 
The Hon’ble Board was pleased to grant me a warrant, dated the 2“^ 
Janua^, 1782. But by the order of the Hon'ble the Court of Directors 
I was included in the list of Gentlemen they ordered to be discharged the 
Service. I further beg leave to inform you that I was readmitted to the 
Service by the Resolution of your Hon’ble Board in September last, but 
with the loss of Rank. I flatter myself you will be pleased to take the 
peculiarity of my case into your consideration and have to hope tlie causes 
of my resignation of my Commission will weigh with you Gentlemen, in 
admitting my claim to rank in the Service from the 2nd January, 17^2' 
and above all appointments that have taken place posterior to tliat period 
in the line of Assistant Surgeons. I beg your excuse for thus trespassing 
on your Hon’ble Board and have the honour to be, &c., Robert Anderson, 
Assistant Surgeon. Camp near Chunar, 2i®‘ June, 1786 ’’ 

It wU be noticed that Anderson distinctly states that he 
applied to be confirmed as Assistant Surgeon, and to resign his 
commission as an officer, in 1782. It if had been ^common, or^. 
customary for officers to hold double rank, there would have been 
no necessity for him to resign his Ensign's commission. 
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A second nnniorlal from Amlt'vson, in Ihr Procfciitutis of 
Ou' Medical Board of I5<h I’Vb., 1 7*^7, stales lhal he wa*; disrhar/;ed 
fr<tin 15th Nov., 178.J. and ivinstatcd in 0< t., i/S'j. 

The Ikuj^ol Mify. Conn. <>f jth Jan.. t/S.!, rcconl— 

*' Aj’.ive.l that M' 1\, Andcr.'-cn ’*r .-oi A'-i’i.mt on 

this Iv'-t’ if on examination hy the >-tcc-'n iwhoin Jw' j'- to 

.altcnil for the jntrposf) ho •h.all Vt '■ .h'ly <>•; U},,t jocifi • ■ jotj, 

ami tliat in such Cv-e In'- tanh ti.-' v -“r *r iu ;n the. flay.” 

Robert Ander.'^tms nanv' niiv.A-. tv.;. > in ili'- <*'n< j.d f)rd»r- 
of 17^53. 

(;. 0 . Af'tU, J7St. •' OoJrtMth.a Ih.'ij.n ty ‘ . 5 ... 

inilleil to ic'-iim his {'ojnnn'- '-lon at.a t» r.c.i; : ■ A--:-;..',: 
from the I\\ti’ of his Watr.ml iron'. h ‘nh *. :f •' 

C;.0. j.n.f Xe;-.. '• Or.Ir:, f -t !!* 'i >■■ •/• 5- '.5 .. . 

Ir.nl ?nif;eon be <onfim'.'';1 fo'f t‘ ' ‘ • ■ '* ' • ' 1’ 

riiv.'ic.t! line.** 
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took tliirty-five years to reach the Board], President on 22nd April; 
1806, went on furlough on 15th April, 1809, retired on 30th March, 
1810, and died on a voyage to New South Wales oxi i6th Nov., 1821. 
Dodwell and Miles give his name in their Bombay Medical List, 
but not in that of the Bombay Army. 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board for 21st Aag., 
1796, note that Assistant Surgeon J. Corse, who joined the Bengal 
Service in 1783, had served as Hospital Mate in H.M. South 
Fencible Regiment, commanded by the Duke of Bucdeugh, 
from ist Sept., 1779, to April, 1783, and also as Ensign in that 
corps from 1781 till it was disbanded in April, 1783. Corse 
afterwards added the surname of Scott to his name. He became 
Surgeon on May 22nd, 1796, and retired 011 30th July, 1800. He 
was elected a FeUow of the Royal Society on i6th Jan., 1800, 
being the first, Indian medical of&cer actually serving to attain 
that distinction. 

In the Indian Medical Gazette for Nov., 1889, was published a 
list of the Bengal Medical Service in 1789. In a footnote to the 
name of Assistant Surgeon Patrick Ivory it is stated that in 1781 
he was an ensign in the First European Regiment. The Musier 
Rolls of the Bengal Army for 1781 are not to be found in the 
records of the India Oifice. Ivory's name does not appearnS' 
an Ensign in those of 1780 and 1782. He came to India as Surgeon 
of the Valentine, and was appointed locally as Assistant Surgeon 
from ist April, 1782, being an M.A,, 1770, and M.D. I 773 i of 
Paris, as well as holding the Certificate of the Corporation of 
Surgeons, now the London College. He became Surgeon on 
2ist Oct., 1794, retired on 17th March, 1802, and died in London 
on 28th Ma}^ 1810. DodweU and Miles include his name in their 
Bengal Medical List, but not in that of the Bengal Army. 

James Denny was appointed Cadet of Infantry in 1783. 
Ensign on 21st Feb., 1785, and transferred to the Medical Depart- 
ment as Assistant Surgeon on nth July, 1789. 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 9th July> 
1789, contain the following letter : — 

" Letter from the Assistant Secretary to Governrdent, dated Council 
Chamber, July, 1789, to the Secretary, Hospital Board. Sir,— Ensign 

Denny having made an application to the Govemor^enerarin'Cotincir- 

to be removed into the medical line, I am directed to submit to you the 
. enclosed certificates from the Master, Wardens, and the rest of the Cour 
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c{ lilxamincrs of the Comjuny of Snrecons in I-ontlon, whicli he has pvo- 
tlumJ, ami to dcsiio that the Hospital Boanl will report, whether 
Benny is tlwiohy qnalificil to be an Assistant Surpeon on this oslablish- 
nicnt. (Sipned) J. I'oinbclle, Sub-Pcrrctary." 

Denny wns duly roporlod qualified. Unfortunalelj^ his 
covtificalcs arc nol furlhor lucnlioncd in the records. The 
Board's P/rrrcff »«"•'*“ 2.jth July, 17S0, conlain the followiiif; 
furlhcr notice about him— 

G.O. \$fh July, 175^0. '* Kcsolvcd that M*" James Denny be .appointed 
.an A’-'-i'-tant ?«rpeon upon this cst.abli^hmcnt until the pleasure of the 
1 lononr.ablr Court of Dircctoir. .*.hall be known. 

'* M’ Jamt*'; Denny, admitted .•!•« :in .•\*'sislant Snrpeon upon tins 
e‘-{.ibli<hmcnt. by inimite of Council of the Military Department of the 
lolh im-t.ant. bein;; .a Super mi mer.ary Mnsipn, his name is to be continued 
on the List of the .\rmy until the pleasure of the Court of Dircctons shall 
be, known, respertini; the above-mentioned appointment, but he is not to 
be permitted to <lraw any pay or allow.iucc whatever in his military 
c.ap.ieity. 

*' M*^ Denny is appointed to do duty at the Hospital at Chunar.” 

Denny w.ii; cunfinm d Assistant Surgeun ; he became Surgeon 
on 5lh July, 1S05, retired 7lh Oct., iSiS, and died in London on 
qth March, 11830. 

.. He may certainly he said to have held a double commission 
for a short time, but obviously his so doing was only temporaiy, 
and for a special ptirpose, that lie might not be permancntlj' 
struck off the list of combatant ofliccrs, until permanently con- 
firmed in the Medical Department. It is clear that he was not 
doing the double duties at the same time, 

Gilbert Brigg.s of Die Madra.s Army, also followed tlic same 
course. He was appointed a Cadet of Infanlrji’ in 1795, became 
Ensign on 21st March, 1796, and Lieutenant on 29111 Nov., 1797. 
He was appointed Assistant Surgeon on ist Jan., 1797, but was not 
finally struck off the Infantry List until I7lh Dee., 1799, so he 
also held a double commission for nearly three years, probably 
under the same conditions as Denny. He became Surgeon on 
29tli l\Iarcli, 1803, and died at Madras on 4lh Nov., 1820. 

Dodwell and Miles give the names of Dennj^ and Briggs in 
both their medical and combatant lists. 

A Mjly. Letter from Bengal, dated 7th Aug., 1813, states 
in paras. 61, 62, that some Assistant Surgeons will be appjii^tRf’ 
from among the subaltern ofliccrs. There is r'' 
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subalterns being transferred to the Medical Department at this 
time, but Assistant Surgeon John Smith Sloper was commissioned 
from the -ranks of the Company’s Artillery in 1815. 

William Turnbull', a Lieutenant in the Champamn Light 
Infantry, a local corps, was appointed to . officiate as an Assistant,, 
Surgeon, in the C.G. of 21st June, 1819. He was struck off, with 
other temporary men, from 31st Oct., 1820. 

The last case of this kind seems to have been that of Hugh 
Mackenzie. He joined the 57th Foot, the “ Diehards " of 
Albuera, as an Ensign, on 24th Feb., 1813, and became Lieutenant 
on 25th Feb., 1814. With that regiment he served in the Peninsula 
and was present at the battles of Vittoria, Nive, and Nivelle. On 
the conclusion of the war with France he was placed on half-pay 
on 24th Feb., 1816. He became a Lieutenant in the Lanarkshire 
Militia on 5th July, 1820, and studied medicine at Glasgow 
University, where he took the degree of M.D.-in 1823. He entered 
the Bengal Medical Service as Assistant Surgeon on 15th Jan., 
1829, and died at Sandoway in Arakan on 24th Dec., 1831. 

The number of medical officers who have left the Medical 
Department for combatant commissions is not so large as that 
of those transferred from the combatant to the medical line. 
The career of Archibald Keir has already^ been -describ£dJrr 
Chap. XI, Holwell, and the Fall of Calcutta. ’ 

Archibald Swinton, like Keir, left the Madras Medical Service 
for the Bengal Jnfantry. He was appointed an Assistant in the 
Hospital at Fort St. George in July, 1752. A letter from Thomas 
Saunders, President and Governor of Fort St. George from 
19th Sept., 1750, to 13th Jan., 1755, dated .at Fort St. George, 
26th April, 1753, to Major Stringer Lawrence, states that S^vinton 
had recently been wounded at Vellore.* 


" Captain Sanderson has very indiscreetly sent out a Small Party very 
near Veloor who are all loll’d, wounded, or taken Prisoners with the Loss 
of their Guns, Lieutenant Smith and five men are prisoners at Velour, 
Ensign Melotte and Doctor Swynton wounded, this has oblig’d us to rein- 
force that Place.” 


On i6th Nov., 1758, he applied to resign, when stationed at 
Negrais Island, having by that time reached the rank of Surgeon. 
He got a- commission as Ensign in the Bengal Infantry from 
ist Aug., 1759, but did not leave the Medical Department unti 


* Records of Fort St. George, Diary and Cons. Book, Mily. Dept., 1753- 
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Jan., 1761. That ho held simultaneously a combatant com- 
misfion as Ensign and a warrant as Surgeon is shown by his letter 
of rcsipiation contained in the For/ Williavt Cous, of lOtli Jan., 
1.761. This, however, was before the foundation of the graded 
Medical Service. His request to resign his appointment as 
Surgeon was granted. 

" Hcnble Sir atul Sir.*:. — Permit me to return you my grateful acknow- 
loiJr.mcnt,'^ for coutinuiug hitherto the Indulgence which Colonel Clive was 
; o pood .v pr.ant me : I meati that of remainiuj; on the List of Surgeons 
and enjoying .a Milit.an,* Commission at the same lime : However !is I 
now piopofc to apply my whole attention to the hatter Profession, and 
h.avc long been .in useless Member of tlic former, 1 must beg that you will 
give juc Ic.ivc to resign it, especially as my continuing on the List may 
ret aid the promotion of Anderhon,* who I understand has apply'd 
for it, .ami who^e long .«crviccs have .so well deserved it. 

*' The Treasure tliat was sent up with me for the Nabob's Troops 
airivcd ; aic yesterday morning. 

“ 1 .im with mucli respect, Honblc Sir and Sir^, Vour most obed't 
Scrv.ant, Arch'* Swinton. Cimp .it Futwa, Jan. 1761." 

Swinlcn w.j.s promoled tu Liculemml on lolh Sept., 1761, 
to Captain t*n iSlh Oct., 1765. and resigned on 23rd Jan., 1766. 
As a Lieutenant at Midnapur in 1763, he raised the original 
30 th Battalion of Native Infantry, which retained as its name, 
up t(» 1S57, a corruption of Swinton’s name, SnUccn-ki-paltan. 
This regiment went through manj' changes during the ninety-six 
yeans of its existence. Originally a local corps, it became the 
13th Battalion in 176.}, the 6th in 1775, the 6th Bombay Battalion 
in 17S1, the 6th Bengal Regiment in 1784, the 6lh Battalion in 
17S6, the 1st Battalion 6th Regiment in 1796, and the 3rd Regi- 
ment in 1S24. It mutinied at Phillour in i857.t 

Swinton served in the Bihar War of 1763, was wounded at 
the occupation of Monghir, and lost an arm at the capture of 
Patna. 

After leaving the arm}' he founded, along with Mr. Bum, 
in 1766, the firm of Burn & Co., Engineers, still, after a century 
and a half, a leading firm in Calcutta. 

The names of both S\Wnton and Keir are included by Dodwell 
and Miles in their list of the Bengal Army, but not in their 
Medical List. 

The Madras Mily. Cous. of i6th July, 1759, contain a memorial 

James Anderson, of the Madras ^Icdical Service, 
t The Services of the Bcneal Native Army, by F. G. Cardew. n. a^a. 
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from five Lieutenant Fireworkers of the Company’s Train of 
Artillery, against their supersession by the appomtment of 
Edward James, late Fireworker in his Majesty’s Train, to be 
Captain-Lieutenant in the Company’s Train. One of the five 
who protest was Richard Pottinger, who is stated to ha«e been^^ 
Surgeon’s Mate of H.M.S. Bridgwater before his appointment as 
Lieutenant Fireworker on 5th Dec., 1758. Dodwell and Miles do 
not give Pottinger’s namei How and when he left the Service 
does not seem to be recorded. 

The career of Henry Harling, first as Surgeon, then as Fire- 
worker in the Artillery, then Surgeon again, when he perished in 
the massacre at Patna, has been described in Chap. XII. 

Moses Crawford is mentioned in Broome’s History of the Bengal 
Army, p. 615, as having been a burgeon’s Assistant before he 
received a combatant commission a^ Ensign in May, 1766, He 
became' Lieutenant 30th Aug., 1767 ; Captain 28th Nov., 1772 ; 
Major 27th Jan., 1781 ; resigned 14?^ Oct., 1782, and died in 
Scotland in 1794. In the Hastings Pc^fers (p. 779) he is mentioned 
as commanding two battalions, with Which he came to Hastings 
assistapice at the time of Chait Sinh’sf rebellion. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Peter MacGregor Murray, Adjutant 
General of the Bengal Army, was killecf^ nn board Hie^I'Bdia.iX^ 
Lord Nelson, when she was taken by the French privateer Bellone, 
near Ferrol, on 14th Aug.,. 1803. An account of the action will 
be found in the Gentleman's Magazine for 1803, Vol. IL Sept., 
p. 884. In this accoimt it is stated that Colonel Murray went out 
to India as a Surgeon’s mate about 1773, and soon after lading 
received a combatant commission, also that he was retiring 'vith 
a fortune of ;f20o,ooo. No other reference occurs to Colonel 
Murray’s having begun life as a doctor, and, as he entered the 
^^^ 2 -aLAjrm 3 ^j, 3 i,.Qa 4 s.t^^ ^cannot have come to India 

rs'^'a Surgeon’s Mate in lyysTtHongh it is Possible that he 
may have done so at an earher date. DodweU and ^ ' 
List gives the dates of his commissions as Cadet ^ 

9th March, 1773 : Lieutenant 27th March,_ 2lst 

i8th Oct. 1781 ; Major 30th Oct., 1797 ; Lieut.-Colonel 

Muster Rolls of the Bengal Army, First Brigade, 
show the name of James Robinson ^ f^stant S^^n » * 
Infantry, rvith the remark, undated, “appomted Lieutenan 
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Fireworker,” The Muster Roll for tlie same year of the Bengal 
Artillery, commanded by Licut.-Colonel T. D. Pearse, shows 
” James Robinson, Cadet, appointed 1778.” In the Artillery 
Muster Roll for 1779 he appears as Lieutenant Fireworker, In the 
- List -uf the Officers of the Bengal Artillery, by Major-General F, W. 
Stubbs, the dates of his commissions are given as follows ; Cadet, 
1778 ; Lieutenant Fireworker 29th Oct,, 1778 ; Lieutenant 23rd 
June, 1783 ; Captain 23rd Jan,, 1794 ; Brevet-Major ist Jan,, 1798 ; 
Major 28th May, 1804 ; Lieut.-Colonel on augmentation 21st Sept., 
1804 ; died at Cawnpore 27th Feb,, 1806. ■ General Stubbs 
states that his name is frequently given as Robertson, but that 
he has identified his original signature in the Muster Rolls as 
Robinson.* Dodwell and Miles give his name in their List of 
Bengal Artillery Officers James Robertson ; it is not included 
in their Medical List. In the Bengal Mily. Cons, of loth Sept., 
1778, the name of James Robinson occurs in a list of newly- 
appointed Artillery Cadets. 

Robert Witherstone was appointed Assistant Surgeon on ist 
July, 1774, and after four years' service in the Medical Department 
became a Cadet of Infantry in 1778 ; Ensign in the same year ; 
Lieut. 14th Feb., 1779 ; Captain ist June, 1796 ; Major 8th Jan., 
“1801 ; and Lieut.-Colonel 30th Sept., 1803 ; he died on 7th May, 
1806. 

John Stark also joined the Medical Department in 1774. He 
became an Artillery Cadet in 1778 ; Lieut. Fireworker on i8th 
Sept.,^ 1778 ; First Lieut, on i6th Sept., 1779. Dodwell and 
Miles’ Army List gives no further information about him, except 
” not to be traced.” General Stubbs adds, " Died at Calcutta, 
date unknown.” 

The Bengal Mily. Cons, of 2nd Nov., 1780, contain the following 
entry — 

" Ordered that Messrs. John Stark and Robert Witherstone be struck 
off the List of Assistant Surgeons, being Officers of the Army serving with 
Brigadier General Goddard.” 

Dodwell and Miles give the names of both Witherstone and 
Stark in their Medical List, Witherstone’s also in their Infantry, 
and Stark’s in their Artillery List. 

John Taylor or Tailour was appointed Assistant Surgeon on 
loth April, 1780 ; became Second Lieut, of Infantry on 25th Feb,, 
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1781 ; Lieut, on ist Oct., 1781 ; and died in Calcutta on ist Dec., 
1791. In the India Office MS. Records * he is stated to have 
acted again as Surgeon on Field Service on 1786. Dodwell and 
IMiles spell liis name Taylor in the Medical List, Tailour in the 
Infantry List. The India Office Records spell it Tailour.' ^ — _ 

In the MS. Service Army Lists, Medical, Madras, in the India 
Office, occurs the name of John Campbell, nominated Govern- 
ment Assistant Surgeon from 20th May, 1786, appointed Ensign of 
Infantry i8th Aug., 1788, ranked from 23rd July, 1788! His name, 
with the above dates, is included in a list of Assistant Surgeons 
in the Madras Mily. Cons, of 6th March, 1789. There are many 
John Campbells in Dodwell and Miles’ lists, but none, either 
•combatant or medical, whose dates correspond to those above. 

A few cases are on record in which subalterns were appointed 
Assistant Surgeons, and after serving in the Medical Department 
for some time, resumed their combatant commissions. 

The Calcutta Cons, of 13th May, 1780, contain a letter from 
Colonel T. D. Pearse, commanding the Artillery, requesting that 
Lieut. Henry Grace, who was bred a Surgeon, may be appointed to 
act as Assistant Surgeon to the Artillery, which he is vdEing to do. 
There does not seem to be any evidence that Grace ever did serve 
as a medical officer, though he may have done so for a short-time: 
He certainly did much better in the Gunners than he could ever 
have done in the Medical Department, as he rose to be Major- 
General. The following are the dates of his commissions, as 
given by General Stubbs : Cadet 1778 ; Lieut. Fireworker 
26th Dec., 1778 ; Lieut. 8th July, 1784 ; Captain ist Feb., 1795 ; 
Brevet Major ist Jan., 1798 ; Major on augmentation 2ist-Sept., 
1804 ; Brevet Lieut.-Colonel ist Aug., 1805 ; Lieut.-Colonel 
28th Feb., 1806 ; Brevet Colonel 4th June, 1813 ; Colonel ist 
Sept., 1818 ; Major-General 12th Aug., 1819 ; died at Calcutta, 
aged 62, 3rd May, 1820. 

John W3mne entered the Bombay Army as an Infantry 
Cadet in 1780, and became Ensign on 21st Nov., 1782. In 1783, 
while serving mth the Bombay contingent in’ the Kamatik, he 
acted for some time as Assistant Surgeon. On 14th May, 1783, he 
sent in a biU from St. Thome, for medicines supplied to the field 
hospital at Punamali. On 24th Sept., he was permitted t,o~retuni_ 

* Service Army Lisle, Medical, Bengal (five volumes, names- roughly in 
alphabetical order). 
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" As rendered by Andrew Lang, Walter Leaf, and Ernest Myers in their 
Illiad of Homer done into English Prose (Revised Edition : London, 1893), 
the passage reads : 

" ‘ And of them that possessed Triklce' and terraced Ithqme, and that 
possessed Oichalia city of Eurytos the Oichalian, of these again' AsMepios’ 
sons were leaders, the cunning leeches Podaleirios and Machaon, an 3 ^.i[St— 
them were arrayed thirty hollow ships.' 

" At Trikke, it may be noted, was one. of the most famous healing 
temples of Asklepios. There was, therefore, a special fitness in the sons of 
the god commanding the contingent from that place.” 

In the British Army such a combination of duties seems to 
have been, -when a standing army first came into existence, after 
the Restoration, the rule rather than the exception. In an 
article by Major H. A. L. Ho'weU, R.A.M.C., entitled The Story 
of tho Army-^Surgeon and the Care of the Sick and Wounded in the 
British Army froni't^^ to 1688, in the R.A.M.C. Journal for 
Jan., 1910, he writes — • x. 

” At this time, and for nearly>a century after, it was not unusual to 
find surgeons holding double conbnissions. The surgeon purchased a 
commission as an ensign,, and drewj in addition to an ensign's pay, 2® 6^ 
a day for hospital duty. On promcjtion such oflSicers usually gave up the 
surgical part of their duties.” 

Sir James McGrigor, Director-General pL,/the -A.MID.r'iiT' 
his Autobiography, p. 204, speaking of the staff of the Duke of 
Kent, at Winchester, in 1808, says — 

" His Adjutant, Major, afterwards General, Foster, entered the army 
as a Medical Officer, and had attained the rank of apothecary to the forces 
when he entered the Military Service.” 

Inspector-General John Jackson, of the A.M.D., entered the 
71st Foot as an Ensign in 1778, doing duty also as Hospital 
mate, after qualifying at Edinburgh. He retained his Ensign’s 
Commission in the 71st for fifteen years, up to 1793, when he was 
placed on half pay, as Surgeon to the Buffs.* In 1807 General 
Simcox was nominated as Commander-in-Chief in India, and 
appointed Dr. Jackson his Military Secretary ; “ a rare, if not 
a solitary instance, of the selection in the Royd Army of a Medical 

* A View of the Formation, Discipline, and Economy of Armies. By the late 
■Robert Jackson, M.D., Inspector-General of Army Hospitals. The third -edition 
revised, with a memoir of his life and services, drawn up from his own papers, 
and the communications of his survivors. London, Parker, Fumival, and 
Parker, Military Library, "Whitehall, 1845 (The memoir was written by Ranald 
Martin and John Grant, of the Bengal Medical Service), p. xlii. 
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officer for such a situation." * Jackson accepted the appointment, 
but General Simcox died before joining. So it fell through. 

But it is in the United States, as perhaps might be expected, 
that such cases have been most frequent. General Leonard 
— \¥eod,''the present {1913) Chief of the Staff of the U.S. Army, i.e. . 
practically the Commander-in-Chief, entered the Medical Depart- 
ment in 1884, after taldng the M.D. degree at Harvard. In the 
war against Spain he commanded a regiment of roughriders, and 
in 1908 was promoted to Major-General, after filling the posts of 
Governor-General of Cuba and of the Phihppine Islands suc- 
cessively. The second in command of the U.S. Army, Major- 
General F. C. Ainsworth, also served originally in the Medical 
Department, wliich he entered in 1874, after taking the M.D. 
of New York University. In 1892 he became Chief of the Record 
and Pension Department of the War Office. In 1899 he became 
Brigadier-General, and in 1904 Major-General and Military Secre- 
tary of the Army. In this connection may also be mentioned 
Dr. James McHenry, an Irishman, bom in Antrim in 1753, who 
emigrated to America in 1771. He studied medicine at Phila- 
delphia, and became Surgeon to the Fifth Pennsylvania Battalion 
on loth Aug., 1776. During- the War of Independence he was 
taken prisoner at the surrender of Fort Washington on i6th Nov.', 
1776, hberated on parole soon after, and exchanged on 17th May, 
1778, when he was appointed Senior Surgeon of the Flying 
Hospital. Soon after he was appointed Secretary to General 
Washington. In 1780 he was appointed on the staff of General 
Lafayette, nominally as A.D.C., really as adviser. In 1781 he 
was promoted to Major. From 1783 to 1786 he was a member 
of Congress. In Jan., 1791, he was appointed by Washington 
Secretary for War, and held that post till 13th May, 1800. He 
died at Baltimore on 3rd May, 1816. Fort McHenry is named 
after him.f 

* Idem, p, Ixxvii. t ist July, 1905, and 4th June, 1910. 
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MILITARY AND CIVIL 

“ Peace hath her victories, no less renowned than war.” 

Milton, To the Lord General Cromwell. 

Up to the middle of the eighteenth century, the -Company em- 
ployed no regular forces, except the small garrisons of their chief ' 
factories. Their medical of&cers, therefore, were civilians, 
occasionally employed in the desultory fighting which took place 
from time to time, but for the most part engaged in purely civil 
duties. The wars in the Kamatik, with the French and with 
various native powers, from 1745 onwards, necessitated the 
formation and use of regular bodies of troops, and, as a conse- 
quence, the employment of military Surgeons. A similar cause 
brought about a similar effect in Bengal, where the need for 
regular troops may be said to have begun with .the capture of 
Calcutta by the Nawab of Bengal in 1756. 

- A General Letter from Court, dated 22nd Feb., 1764, orders 
in para. 64 (abstract) — 

" Surgeons and Assistants who attend our Troops are equally upon the 
Establishing •with others & to succeed the Head Surgeons at the Pres^y, if 
capable.” 

■ The Fort William Cons, of 26th Nov., 1764, contain a. repre- 
sentation about their rank and duties from Thomas Anderson, 
and Robert Hunter, Surgeons to the Army, on which the follo\ving 
orders were passed : — 

" It is agreed in Consequence to establish -the folio-wing Regulation with 
respect to the Surgeons attending -{ 316 ' Army. 

*' The first Surgeon of the Army shall have the Care of the Grand 
Hospital wherever it may be established. The next Senior Surgeon shall 
have the Care of a second Hospital, if it shall be necessary, and so on 
according to -the Dates of their Warrants. Of course -the Surgeons -who are 
to a-ttend -the Army without any particular Charge must he'Hie junior^' " 

” Agreed further that the Commander in Chief of the Army be ivrote to 
desiring that the same may be punctually observed in future.” 



Mll.lTAUV CIVIL 


In 1766, little more tlinn two years after itt; first fornial r/»n* 
stilnlion, the Mcdiral Service wa'i divided into two hvamhe;., 
Military and Civil. 

The qneption whciln r the Medic.’d S<rviee is jnijnarily military 
'•tyrw'n is one which has repeatedly l"''n hvoiudd forward dnvint: 
the ro.ntnr>* and a half cd its existence, t'n two » > in the 

eiphleonth cintnry, in i/t’h am! :i{:..in itt r?*/*, it v...-. divided 
into two separate service., military .and l ivjl. f>n L <th « ■ • a h-n- 
the separation was f<*\md impraeti^ ;-.tde, a.r.tl tla- tv.<t 'iv:-/-- 
were speedily .ap.ain tsnited. With tv-' tl.e 

question has always h<« n i1< eid<d in < n*' v.ay. and la.- h'-'o 
finally s'o si-ttled. Thi*- d'-.-i-.j.-.n (<•, that r^.. ,.j 0;r j M.S. 
are all priinarily militarv <*;T3i<3- , that tla -' '.a ovd t.-j.ph y ..f 
only tempontnly lent h 1 livj! dnty. in v.hi-h th'V f< tm .. v-t' f 
fov the Army, and that tU-y : hahh 
duty at any time. 

The /A't/ HV/7 ;'.n:5 Cvr,\ >4 ydt M.-.v, « at. -a .* .h.,, 

order : — 



250 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

was reported to the Court in para. 53 of a Fort William General 
Letter, dated ist March, 1773. 

" Senior Surgeon M* * * § Daniel Campbell succeeded on M*" Ellis’s resigna- 
tion ; bave found it necessary to unite the two Departments of. Ciyh and 
Military Surgeons, which \vill put them on a more equitable footing ‘anu'~ 
prevent jealousies.” 

The Fort William Cons, of 22nd Dec., 1783, contain the 
following extracts from the Proceeding of 2nd Dec., I77^* 

17th FeL, and ist March, 1773. 

On 2nd Dec., 1771, was read a letter from Brigadier-General 
Sir Robert Barker,* dated 27th Oct., 1771, transmitting a memorial 
from Surgeon-General Thomas Anderson, chiefly about allowances 
and rank in the Military Medical Department. 

The Proceedings of 17th Feb., 1773, run as follows 

“ The Board having duly considered the above representations, f and 
being sensible that the unequal distribution of the advantages J would 
attend the profession of Surgeon in the different Departments of the service 
is a great discouragement to Such as are fixed in the Military Line, since 
being once appointed there the greatest application to the duties of their 
charge and the practice of their profession will not entitle them to be 
moved into the Civil Line to which the chief emoluments are annexed, and 
considering further that the license from the Hon'ble the Court of- Directors . 
does not fix them to any particular line of service, which seems to imply 
that they mean no distinction to be made in it. 

“ Agreed that the Civil and Military Surgeons of this settlement be 
incorporated into one establishment to take rank according to the follo\ving 
scheme, and rise from this time in regular promotion to the different 
employments specified, but as this rule, however salutary, in future, might 
prove a real hardship to some individuals in the Civil List who might thus 
find themselves thrown back to an inferior rank, it is agreed that the claims 
of individuals shall be considered in settling the particular list. 

“ One Surgeon-General. 

One Surgeon of the Presidency. 

Three Surgeons of the Presidency. 

Surgeon-Maj ors. 

Surgeons at Subordinates.§ 

Surgeons to the Army. 

Assistants of the Presidency. 

Assistants in the Army.” 

* Sir Robert Barker became Colonel on 3rd May, 1765, served as Commander- 
in-Chief from 24th March, 1770, to 22nd Dec., 1773, and resigned in 1775. 

t The above representations, Surgeon-General Anderson’s, memorial 
and Sir Robert Barker’s fonvarding letter. 

$ The word which appears to have been missed out in copying. 

§ At subordinate Factories. The word of is used thrice in this list, where 
one would now think at more suitable. 
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The Calcuffa Public Cons, of ist March, 1773, contain a memorial, 
cldming to retain their appointments in cml employ, dated 15th 
Feb., 1773, signed hy John Armstrong, Surgeon, and by Assistant 
Surgeons Thomas Hamilton, William Walker, William Burnet, John 
■otemiohtli, Robert Bruce, Clement Francis, and James Hunter. 

In 1783 Brigadier-General Stibbert, the then Commahder-in- 
Cliief, again raised the question, and recommended that the 
military medical ser^dce should be again completely separated 
from the cml, in the follondng letter : — 

" Meeting of Council held on iSth Dec., 1783. 

“ Read letter from Colonel Giles Stibbert, Commancler'iii-Cliicf.* 

" Hon’ble Sir and Gentlemen. 

“ In your minutes of the 20*’' October, I observe you have boon pleased 
to admit into the service tlxrce more Assistant Surgeons. I must bog 
leave to point out to you that wo have now a greater number of Assistant 
Surgeons than arc required for this establishment. For your information 
I enclose a list of the Surgeons and Assistants ; those employed in the 
Army are marked with red ink.t 

*' As many inconveniences and much confusion arise from having all 
the Surgeons in the Company's employ classed as they are at present 
together, I beg leave to submit to you the propriety of separating the Civil 
from the Military Department, and confining the Surgeons and Assistants 
to the lines in wliich they now are serving, and of specially appointing 
such as may hereafter bo admitted into the service, eitlicr to the Civil or 
Militaiy Department, in which they should rise independent of each otlior. 

" Such a regulation is also necessary to remove a hardship under which 
the Military Surgeons now labour, by t!ic permission which is given to 
gentlemen who have risen to the Head of the list of Surgeons, while fixed 
at subordinate factories without once being employed with tlie troops, 
to enter into a military office when it suits their convenience or advantage. 
As an instance of this I shall beg leave to mention M*" Hunter, who till 
appointed Surgeon-Major to a Brigade was constantly employed as a Civil 
Surgeon at the Factory of Burdwan ; and if no alteration is made, M'' 
Gardiner, who is the Senior Surgeon on the list, but who lias never served 
in the Mlitary, will avail liimself of his rank, and claim the next vacant 
Surgeon-Majorship to the prejudice of other Gentlemen, who, since their 
first admission into the service, have been employed in military capacities, 
and some of them in very arduous situations. 

* Giles Stibbert became Lieut, in 1758, Captain on ist May, 1759, Major on 
22nd May, 1764. He served as Provincial Commander-in-Cliicf of the Bengal 
Army from i6tb Oct., 1777 to 25th March, 1779, and from 27th April, 1783 ifi 
, 2ist July, 1785, He retired on 15th Jan., 178G, During the years Sir 

Eyre Coote was Commander-in-Chief, but had been absent in the Madras Presi- 
dency, Stibbert acting for him, for two years previous to his deatlr in April, 1783, 

t This list is still in existence, in the Calcutta Record Office. It contains 
140 names, of wWch about one-half had Ijcen appointed in the previous tv/o years, 
-5782-^3. The list shovrs one Surgeon-General and six Surgeons-Major (so spelt), 
all military ; 55 Surgeons, of whom 28 vrere in military employ ; and 78 Asst, 
Surgeons, of whom all but six v/cre doing military duty. Pour men are s'.c” 
as ser\'ing on board ship, and one a-s on an embassy. 
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" I have another argument to offer in support of the change, which is, 
that whilst the whole of the Surgeons are comprised in one class, it is not 
possible to distinguish between such as are entitled to the benefit of the 
pension, and such as are not, a circumstance which the Honourable the Court 
of Directors in one of their General Letters directed might be j>articul^ly 
attended to. ‘ 

" Before I conclude this lett^, I think it necessary to remind the 
Board, that the two departments were formerly distinct, but joined together 
some years ago, at the recommendation of Sir Robert Barker, for what 
reason I know not, but it is evident that the change has been productive 
of much confusion in the service and an injury to individuals. 

'* I have the honour to be, &c., G. Stibbert. 

" Fort William, the 12th November, 1783.” 

The order passed on General Stibbert’s letter runs as f ollo\vs : — 

" Resolved that no more Assistant Surgeons be appointed. Ordered 
that the Secretary do refer to the orders of the Court of Directors respecting 
the Civil and Military Departments of Surgeon being joined, with all the 
arrangements on this subject.” 

In accordance with this resolution the order of 17th Feb., 
1773, quoted above, was produced, and laid before the Council, 
on 22nd Dec., 1783, when the following resolution on the subject 
was passed : — 

” Agreed that General Stibbert be informed that the Board cannot 
assent to any alteration in the establishment of Surgeons for the jreasons-- 
contained in the foregoing extracts.” 

In 1775 the Board of Trade, lately established in Bengal, 
tried to organise a separate Medical Service, the members of 
which should serve in the Commercial Factories and Residencies 
only, and not be eligible for or liable to either military or other ‘ 
civil duty. The Bengal Government refused to sanction this 
innovation, but the Surgeons serving in these factories seem to 
have had difficulty in getting their pay, while disputes went on • 
between their superiors. The Abstracts of Letters received from 
Bengal (Vol. Ill, 1774-83), contain three references to the subject, 
in Fort William General Letters of 1775 and 1777, which are 
given below. The reply of the Board of Trade, to which special 
reference is made, is not quoted in the Abstracts. 

" z^th Feb., 1775, para. 20. Surgeons, the Board of Trade applied to 
have lie liberty of appointing those for their Department, but as we 
deemed a division of the Service would be prejudicial, we declined .complying 
with their Request.” 

” 20th Nov., 1775, para. 33. Surgeons stationed at the Commercial 
Factories, Petition for payment of their Salaries, which had been held since 
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the establislunent of the Board of Trade, we referred to that Board to dis- 
charge, which they would not consent ’to do unless the Surgeons chose to 
give up the General line to be solely under their Department. If the 
Surgeons accept these terms we can have no objection, otherwise must 
withdraw them from the Factories." 

_ ^v., 1777, para. 13, 14. Surgeons Messrs Bruce and Craigie 

under the Department of the Board of Trade are allowed to serve without 
prejudice to tlieir rank in the general line of the Service. The reply of the 
Board of Trade on recei\dng information of- this is wortliy notice.” 

The dispute was referred home for the orders of Court, which 
were given in a General Letter dated 24111 -Dec., 1776, para. 59 
as follows : — 

" Surgeons at the Commercial Factories to be under the Board of 
Trade but may be removed by the Governor Genl & Council".” 

In another General Letter of 23rd Dec., 1778, orders were 
given, in para. 143 (Absiracis). 

” Surgeons, employed under the Revenue or Commercial Departments,' 
or Attached to the Brigades, not to be prejudiced in their ranks.” 

Another General Letter from Court, dated 31st July, 1787, deals 
udth medical subjects, chiefly ivith the recently established Medical 
Board, in paras. 69-78. Para. 74 [Abstracts) runs as follows : — 

" Surgeons not in the Military line, don't object to Your continuing a 
Separate Establishment for them, but they are not to succeed to stations 
among the Military Surgeons.” 

In 1788 the Governor-General, Lord Cornwallis, drew up a 
long minute on the Medical Ser-vice,- which was formally accepted 
at a meeting of Council held on 24th Oct., 1788, when a series 
of rules and regulations for the Medical Service were also passed. 
Among other changes then introduced, it may be noted that, by 
these orders, the Medical Of&cers of the Company became for the 
first- time commissioned officers, and were granted commissions. 
Formerly they had been warrant officers only, serving on warrants. 
Both minute and rules were published as a G.O., dated nth 
Nov., 1788. They are given in full below. 


Lord Cornwallis' Minute of 1788 on I.M.S. 
Fort William, 24'* October, 1788. 


” Secret & 
Sept. Dept. 
.. --"Filday 


At a Council Present 

Lord. Cornwallis, K.G., Gov"^ Genl. President. 

and John Shore, Esq. 

The Honble Chas Stuart indisposed. 

Read and approved the proceedings of 9 instant. 
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“ The governor General delivere in the following minute. 

Enter Nos, i and 2. ' 

" Agreed to the Regulations proposed by the Governor General for 
the Medical Department of the Service, and ordered that copies of them be 
transmitted to the Hospital' Board and published in General Orders with 
the following Resolutions, 

" That the several warrants now in the possession of the Gentlemen ' 
in the Medical List be transmitted to the Secretary on or before the 
ist of January that Military Commissions may be issued in exchange for 
them: 

" That the Governor General be requested to station the Surgeons and 
Assistant Surgeons according to the principle of the new Regulations and 
the arrangement prescribed in them, excepting from it the present Surgeon 
for the Garrison of Fort William, who is only an Assistant in the Medical 
List, but will be entitled from his standing, to promotion among the first 
of those advanced'to the rank of Surgeon and the most favourable testimony 
has been received of his abilities and conduct. 

“ That, in consideration of the encouragement given to M^ John 
Gilchrist, Assistant Surgeon, to engage in his present undertaking, and the 
public use as well as merit of it, his present leave of absence be continued 
until the work has been completed. 

" Rules and Regulations for the Medical Department of the Service. 

" Article 1st. Resolved and Ordered that all Medical Gentlemen 
Employed in the Company’s service under this Presidency be continued 
in one General List, — ^that they have Commissions granted to them, agree- 
able to their proper Ranks as Army Surgeons, — and that, whenever em- 
ployed in the Civil Line, they be considered for the Time as lent only-to ' 
that Department of the Service, and liable always to be recalled to their 
duty as Military Surgeons, under the Restrictions and Obligations of 
Service which are annexed to their Military Commissions. 

" 2nd. Resolved that the number of full Surgeons for this establish- 
ment be fixed ; that it be limited to 28 ; and that no Promotions be riiade 
in that Line but to fill up actual vacancies. 

" 3rd. That this number be considered as providing Full Surgeons for 
the following Situations and Services ; viz. — 

2 as Stationary Members of the Hospital Board. 

6 to provide for General Hospitals. - 

3 for the Corps of Artillery. 

6 for the Coips of European Infantry. 

I for the Garrison of Fort William. 

Civil Stations : 5 for the Presidency. 

I for Lucknow. 

I for Beneras.? 

I for Patna. 

I for Moorshedabad and Cossimbazar. 

1 for Dacca. - 

28 " ■” 


* Spelt thus, Beneras, in original. 
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For six General Hospitals, reckoning 6 for the Presidency 


Station, and 4 for' each of the others - . . . 26 

3 Battalions of Artillery ...... 3 

6 Battalions of European Infantry .... 6 

2 Regiments of Native Cavalry ..... 2 

36 Battalions of Sepoys . • . . . . ' *• 

Chunar and the European Invalids . . . . F" 

Buxar . . . : . . . . . . ' i 

Monghyr 

Budge Budge i 

The Insane Hospital . . . . . • . .1 

Prince of "Wales Island 2 

80 


10th. Resolved and ordered that, tliis establishment being provided 
for, the Surgeons as -well as Assistant Surgeons who may be in excess thereto, 
shall be employed, at the Pleasure of the Board, either with the Collectors of 
Revenue, Commercial Agents, wifii Embassies, or in such other Duties 
as the Exigencies of the Service may require, but subject ±0 the following 
rules and regulations. 

*' xith. That every full Surgeon, now on the Establishment, (not 
filling the Station at one of the five principal Cities before mentioned), who 
shall prefer remaining at any of the Subordinate Civil Stations to which 
they are attached, or who shall decline (if called upon) to join an European 
Battalion, shall be considered as forfeiting every claim to a Succession to 
the Hospital Board or the charge of a General Hospital. 

" 12th. That all Assistant Surgeons employed at the Subordinate 
Civil Stations, upon being entitled to Promotion to the Rank of Full 
Surgeon, shall either give up their Claim to future Preferment, or-quit~ 
such station and assume the Duties of the Rank to which they are pro- 
moted, and of the station to which they may be appointed, either in 
the Civil or Military Line, in order that there may, hereafter, be no excess 
in the Rank of Full Surgeons, after the number has once been reduced to the 
Establishment fixed by the General Regulations. 

“ i3</». Resolved also that aU future appointments to those stations be, 
for the same reason, made only from among the Assistant Surgeons. 

" 14^/1. Agreed that each Collector of Revenue, whenever the number 
of Assistant Surgeons on the Establishment will admit of it, be allowed an 
Assistant Surgeon if he shall appty for one ; but the Governor-General in 
Council mil reserve to himself the Option of complying mth the Requisi- 
tions of the Commercial Agents, as the necessity of such distinct appoint- 
ments will greatly depend on the distance at which they may be placed 
from Medical Aid and Assistance, and the probable Frequency of such 
Advice being called for ; and where such separate appointments are not 
allowed, it will be the duty of the Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon of the 
nearest station to give his attendance, with the permission of the Com- 
manding Officer, should his services at any time be called, for. 

" The Governor General in Council, deeming the practice and 

regular Attendance upon General Hospitals to be the best Schools for 
initiating and instructing the Junior Medical Servants, is pleased to.dhect, 
with a view of qualifying them for the performance of their Duty in every 
Rank and Station to which theymay afterwards succeed in the Medical Line. 
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" isily. That every Assistant Surgeon, upon his first admission into . 
the Ser^nce, shall be appointed to a General Hospital, where he shall be 
obliged to bestow all his Time and Attention to the Practice of the Hospital, 
for at least three months, merely as a Pupil under the immediate Eye and 
Direction of the Head Surgeon. 

“ 2ndly. ^ That any pupil who has recommended himself properly to the 
Head Suigfebn by his Attention to the Hospital Practice for three months, 
-•EfecU'Be considered as sufficiently qualified for the Duty of an Hospital Mate. 
" srdly. That every Hospital Mate, who shall have discharged his Duty 
in that capacity for 18 months, shall be considered as eligible to proceed 
to any other medical charge his rank may entitle him to hold, but that the 
Order of his future Progression shall be from the Duty of an Hospital Mate 
to that of a Regimental Assistant, and from the duty of a Regimental 
Assistant to that of a Sepoy Battalion, or Ci\Tl Station, and that no 
Assistant Surgeon shall be competent to an appointment to a Subordinate 
Civil Station who has not served the Period prescribed in a General Hospital, 
and become thereby entitled to proceed to a Situation which is generally 
cJusidered of more ease and emolument than the Duties of the Military 
Department. 

" Note appended by the Governor-General, Lord Cornwallis, on the Medical 

Department. 

" The Board having now compleated a Revision and arrangement of the 
several distinct branches of the Service, there remains nothing to delay 
bringing these proceedings to a close, but the consideration of the Medical 
Department, vithich from its connection with all the others, has been 
necessarily deferred to this period. It is indeed this circumstance alone 
that has induced me to postpone it for so long, for I have been very sensible 
'to the claim it possesses to the attention of Government, as well for the 
purpose of fiadng the Establishment of Full Surgeons, and thereby pre- 
scribing the rule for promotion, as on accoimt of the importance of a well 
regulated S5retem, both for the Advantage of the Public Service, and the 
convenience and benefit of the Community in General. 

" I have had frequent occasion to Remark ihe preference given by the 
Medical Gentlemen to Situations in the Civil Line, and at the Subordinate 
Factories, because they are in general stations of more Ease and of greater 
Emolument. I am far from thinking that such a Service should be deprived 
of a due proportion of Stations of this description; but it should, at the 
same time, be our care to confer them with discretion, and to make them 
the rewards of those who have submitted to the more laborious duties of 
their Profession. If, instead of benefiting by the improvement in Practice, 
which an attendance on Hospitals and Corps is best calculated to afford, 
a first introduction into the Service is accompanied with the attainment 
of one of those preferable Stations, we shall look in vain, I apprehend, 
for the future fruits of experience and knowledge, which the disorders of 
this climate require, and if, on the other hand, these situations are allowed 
to be retained, for a long Series of Years, until a Progressive Rise in the 
Service encourages the Gentlemen holding them to look up to the more 
important and beneficial stations of the profession, there can be but little 
probability of seeing them creditably filled. It is chiefly with a view to 
obviate these inconveniences, to dispense more equally and impartially 
H.I.M.S.— VOL. I. S 
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the advantages of the Service, and to hold up encouragement to Professional 
Merit and Practical Experience, that the Rules and Regulations which I 
now lay before the Board have been framed. I shall point out how they . 
severally apply to these and to other objects I have had in view, and shall 
be happy if their future operation tends to produce the many good effects, 
which I am anxious should result from them. 

" The first article, which continues all Medical Gentlemen^’tti oder -^ s 
Presidency on one General List, is conformable to the EstablishedT^actfeo- 
of the Service, and becomes necessary, in order to render them eligible to 
succeed to the Station of Head Surgeons of General Hospitals. , Hitherto 
their appointments have been by . Warrant only, but as they should be 
liable at all times to be employed as Army Surgeons, I have proposed giving 
them Commissions, as in His Majesty’s Service, which by attaching them 
specially to the Military Department of the Service, renders it proper that 
they should be considered as lent only to the Civil Branch of it while 
employed therein, and imposes those obligations of service on them, which 
every person accepting a Military Commission is necessarily liable to. 

" The second and third articles are calculated to fix a limited establish- 
ment of Full Surgeons for the whole Service, a Regulation much wanted, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the Rule for Promotion.' Nothing of this 
Idnd existed before, for allthough the Medical Regulations which were 
laid down by the Court of Directors in their General Letter by the ' Talbot ’ 
reached in some measure to this point in respect to the Military ; yet as 
no notice was taken of the Civil Surgeons, the Rise on a General List has 
been left wholly unlimited — to this circumstance it is owing that the 
number of Full Surgeons has been allowed to increase unnecessarily, for 
whenever a Promotion has become requisite to provide for the prescribed 
Establishment allotted to the Military Service, it has likewise included all 
the seniors attached to Civil Stations, in order to secure them from ths_ 
Hardship of Supersession, and by this meaUs^we have upwards- of forty 
Full Surgeons, now on the List, altho’ there has been no promotion in that 
line of the Service since the latter end of November, 1783. — ^but the remedy 
of this inconvenience is now provided for, in the 12th article of these 
Regulations, which -vnll have the further good effect like-wise of bringing 
the Senior Assistants back into a more general Line of Practice, and keeping 
-them qualified for those important stations to which they should be taught 
to look up. 

" I have proposed a Full Surgeon for the Garrison of Fort William , as 
a part of the future Establishment, but without intending it should affect 
the Situation of the present Possessor, of whose abilities I have had the 
most favourable Testimony, his standing in the Ser-vice must entitle him 
soon to promotion, and his continuance therefore till that time will not 
derange the Principle on which these Regulations are founded. 

“ In prescribing the number of FuU Surgeons who should be employed 
in the Ci-vil Line, I have been guided either by the number of European 
Residents, or by the Populousness and Extent of the Places where it is 
proposed to station them. 

" In the Constitution of the Hospital Board I have wished to drop the 
Title and Denomination of Physician General, because it implied a distinc- 
tion of Rank in -the Medical Line which may afford a plea of succession 
to it by Seniority, a principle very detrimental to the encouragement^ - 
professional abilities, and which might hereafter become embarrassing to 
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GovcrnnicHl niuJ jMcjiidicinl (o (hn I’nblic Service, President of the 
Uo:-3'itM Homd, tbr • itn.ition will he left morn njv'ii (o be filled by selection, 
O'nformnble to tlin pr.if.liee of eon'ditiitinf; the. 13 oanl.s of Ilcvcnnc and 
Tratle, Jnmi amonf: the Senior Civil Serv.-inl::, and I have thought proper 
in the 5'" article, to ,i3ij'fiint the Membcis of the Hospital Hoard Surgeons 
nt the Prr'idenr.y. anneving the.* alaty of that Station to their other appoint- 
ment';, becau'c when chorea by t ••lection fiom men of the pre;itcst pro- 
ff ’-ional sue; it, the Settlement will tno-.t naturally have rccour.se to them 
tor .ndvi'e .and .t ' i- t.inre. .aud a*, they will thereby he exposed to much 
rxj'rij'e and .attendance, their : itualiona !.honld be made very eligible, and 
J ; er •-.n other moiie of thiiiu; it r o con*‘i' (enlly, a"'- by granting the salary of 
a I'sf itSrni y Snjgct'n, to tho- e who will, in teality, have the gre.atcst Share 
td tl'.r l>nt;e-'. oi that Station to j'erfojin. 

” The 7’’',a: titlr i'. c.'drnl.atcd t<ir-crme the. fn(Hrn.snr,ccr.r:ion to the most 
benrj'uial .md Ijnj'ort.ant St.atiinv-. to tho'i* fientlemen who cither have, 
o; are willing to pnt tht nvrlvr-- in th** w.ay of iinjiroving their Experience, 
and of t.ahin/: their Shaie of the mote active duties of their Profc,ss.ion. 
Jt ha* ben n well-founded came of comjd.aint, when a Surgeon, who h.as 
jvttdtsr.ed little i-r no Military Duty. h.a*. obtained nj'on the mere plea of 
Senintity the mo'l de- ir.dile station-, in that l.in'iof the Service, .and therefore 
a!'.-dn-t ‘neh ci fhvisn, uir njtjvnietl by better j'reten'ionr;. I wiV-h to oppose 
.an tin'jnr'.lifird Re" olulic*)! <d tlovrnimenf, both by the 7**' and ii*'' 
.'jiiflr' of ihfc Keenl.uionv. ! am .aware that by a .strict applic-alion of 
the 1, , tic; part of thejif t m'-nlitined Kegulafion.romc of the .senior Surgeons 
wunlil be jj.’f., hided fiom .an imtmdiatc Miccc-ion to the charge of the 
Grnes.'il Ho- j'if.d- , ••-.nd that if thr:c: hould be found among them men who 
in the r.itly j'art of tin ir .- la vice, have pei funned their full .share of Military 
Dntir", ihe inlr which require-', a further Qualification from them, would 
operate e,'ith rojue.ajqoeaT.tnceof reverity, to obviate which I .shall be inclined 
for a timetorel.»x in a rea- onablc degree from the Kcstiiction itimi^oscs, if 
v.acAndfc-. should occur before tb«-y b.ave had an opjiorlunity of complcatly 
e-tabli-hing their jneten-iojv-, juovjd(al they are othenvi.se well qualified, 
and have ' ho-.vij a ready <H- po.- ition to nv.ail tht-mrelvcs of the first occn.sion 
of returning to their «luty, i-ither as Military Surgeons, or as Surgeons at 
the J’;e'id<-ncy, ljut iho- e among them who prefer a continuance at their 
j)rt - rnt Sl.ition-'- will have the ojUion of doing so, and may be considered 
a-; ; njicrmimerary to the effective E.stabHslnncnt without being subjected 
theurby <0 any diminution of their a!lo\vancc.s. 

“ h i-; neither ntce-rary nor pr;ictic.able to limit exactlj^ the number of 
,\.'cjvtA»t Surgeon-:, but after maldng a provision for the jlilitarj' Depart- 
ment, wliich I have <lone in the 9’*' article, the excess arc left to be .stationed 
at the Ple.a-'urc of the Hoard, as the Exigencies of the Service may appear 
to rc(}uire them. The number now on llic Establishment will not admit 
of appointing one to each collcclorshij) as. proposed, nor will it, after pro- 
viding for the Military Establishment, Ic.avc one for each of those stations 
where the assintmcc of a Medic.-il Gentleman is liable to be much called for. 
It may be projjcr, therefore, to apprize the Court of Directors of the 
necessity of apj)oinling .some Assistant Surgeons for this Presidency, and 
in the mc.anlime, if I find it indispcns.ably ncccssar}', I shall take upon mo 
to accejit the preferred Service of some j^oung men who arc represented to 
- me'.'is well qualified, until the pleasure of the Court of Directors shall bo 
Jrnown, 
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■ " Tho' I should wish to confine the Pursuits of the Gentlemen of this 
Line to their own Profession, at least so far as not to let any other object 
interfere with the discharge of the duties of itj there is a necessity,. I 
believe, for continuing the leave of absence and indulgence granted to M' 
Gilchrist, both on account of the encouragement he received from Govern- 
ment to engage in his present undertaking, and the Public Use as well as 
irierit of the work on which he is employed. It may be necessaryMi owe ver, 
in notifying this Resolution to him, to require a specification of the tiBie ' 
when his work is likely to be compleated, and to limit the indulgence to 
that Period.* * 

“ I have provided, in the 12*** and articles, against any - future 
increase of Full Surgeons above the Establishment, and, in the 15***, I 
have endeavoured to lay down the most beneficial Regulations, for securing 
to the Service a future succession of capable Practitioners, as far as afford- 
ing to them the means of Practice and experience can contribute to effect it. 
In these points I have taken the opinions and advice of the Gentlemen of 
the Profession, who are all agreed, that long Experience in this Climate 
must have suggested to the Head Surgeons many improvements in Practice, 
not Icnown even to the most Skilful Practitioners in Europe ; that altho’ 
every medical man, before he is admitted into the Service, is supposed to be 
sufficiently well grounded in the Principles of his Art, it is, nevertheless, 
of the utmost importance, that he should be further instructed in the most 
improved and successful methods of treating the Disorders of this Country, 
and that this Experience can nowhere be acquired so advantageously, as 
by doing the duties of a General Hospital. It is on a strict Adherence 
therefore to this article of the Regulations that most will .depend, and 
when the younger part of the Service find the prospects of it opening to 
them, in proportion to the Degree of Diligence and Assiduity which they 
discover in their profession, when they see, likewise, that they shall have no. 
other chance of obtaining appointments to Civil Stations; or of arriving at 
Situations of Distinction and Emolument in the Service, I shall confidently 
hope it will operate, powerfully, to excite their Emulation, and while the 
System fends to encourage individual merit, that it will contribute, in' no 
small Degree, to the General Benefit and Advantage of the Service." 

' The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board, of 15th June, 
1789, give a list of medical officers, five in number, -who applied 
to resign all claims to promotion, and to retain their civil stations 
imder this order. They were — 

John Reid, Lukhipore (LaWiipur, a Commercial Residency and 
factory near Dakka). 

James Steel, Tirhut. 

Archibald Murray, Shawbad (Arrah, Shahabad). 

James Macfie, • Commer colly (Kumarkhali, a Commercial Residency 
and factory in the north of the Nadiya district). 

Robert Collins, Rungpore. 

* The work on which Asst.-Surgeon J. Gilchrist was then employed, on special 

duty, was the compilation of his Hindustani Dictionary, published- in two parts, 

4to. Calcutta, 1787-go. 
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A HXlh oliicov, Roln'i't WiRoii, «»f ChiHagong, applied (o 
ri'.vjgn his civil apjiointninU at that station, and to do any 
niililarv duty to whit lj lu* might he posted. The answtT of the 
Adjntani'Gcneral to Wilson's apjdication is given below, near 
tin? iiul of this chajiter. 

The jiaine of Johtj Reid occurs again in the list, snbiniltod 
by the Medical lioard on 21st Atig., 179G. of ofiicers who wish to 
t'-ign prointttion, and retain their civil ai>poinljnenls. Before 
that date Stic-l and Marfie had died, Collins attd Murray had 
quitt< d the service. 

A Mily, Letter from Court t<t Bengal, dated 19th May, 1790, 
in paivj. 3c), gives the following order. 


*’ \Vr have no ison to yotir ing tlie Surjicons in three riitferent 
Jvr.nJ;'. and W.trr.ujl'- to.TTcjt.iiij (heir re.'iju'Ctivc .Staiuling 

^vj;h r.ivh othtr on that ti't, hnt we do not apptove of their having any 
Cejnr.n- • 3e;v tvjll give them Mihtaiy Kant; or titles." 


The Coin I of Din-otors, in a letter dated Sth Jan., 179G, again 
C'ldend the separation of the Medical Service into two branches, 
military and civil. This letter is embodied in Mitittics of Council, 
Mily. Dcp!., of 29th .'\j)nl. 179O, giving rules for the administra- 
tion of the Military Hstablishmont. The same Minutes, of 24th 
June, 179G, call u]>on all medical ofiicers to make their choice, 
of military or civil employ. This order was unpopular with the 
Service. Out of forty-five ofiicers in civil employ, fifteen, ten 
SurgcfiDs and five Assistant Surgeons, elected to return to the 
Army ; and just double that number, thirty, four Surgeons and 
twcnly-.<i.\ Assistant Surgeons, preferred to give nj) all claims to 
promotion in order to retain their civil appointments. 

The Medical Board submitted a strong protest against this 
f>rder of separation, which is embodied in their Proceedings of 
2ist Aug., 179O. Their chief argument is that the men in civil 
employ form a reserve for the army, in time of war. At the end 
of their Minute arc given the names of those medical officers who 
wish to return to military duly, and of those who prefer to retain 
their cinl appointments, respectively. This protest appears to 
have been the work of John Fleming, second member of the 
Board, alone. The Board had at tliis time only two members, 
and the senior member, John Laird, was absent on inspection 
duly up-country. 
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These Minutes of Council, and the protest , of the Medical 
Board, are given below. 

" Minutes of Council in the Military Department, the agth April, 1796.* 

" The Governor General in Council having received from the Honbiirable 
Court of Directors, an official Copy of the Regulations and Arrangements 
for the future constitution of the Bengal Army ; Resolved, that they be 
published for the information of the Army. 

« « » ff » 

" Extract from a letter from the Honourable Court of Directors, dated 
the 8th January, 1796. 

“ We have taken into our most serious consideration the state of the 
Company’s Military Establishments at our several Settlements, together 
with the memorials which have been addressed to us from the respective 
corps of Officers, and having maturely considered the same, we have 
resolved, that the Establishments of the Company’s troops for each of the 
Presidencies in India shall be as follows : — f 

" European Artillery, each battalion of five Companies, each with one 
Surgeon and one Mate. 

“ European Infantry, Battalions to be formed into Regiments of ten 
Companies each, each having one Surgeon and two Mates'. 

" Native Cavalry, each Regiment of six Troops, has one Surgeon’s Mate, 

" Native Infantry, to be formed into Regiments of two Battalions each, 
with ten Companies in each Battalion, one Surgeon and two Mates to each 
Regiment.} \ 

" Peace Establishment, Bengal Presidents. 

European Artillery, three Battalions.^- - - - — ’ 

European Infantry, three Regiments. • 

Native Cavalry, four Regiments. 

Native Infant^, twelve Regiments. 


‘'Pay.§ 



In Garrison or Cantonment. 

In the Field. 


& 

Gratuity. 

Additional 

pay. 

Tent 

Allowance. 

Horse 

Allowance. 

Half 

Batta. 

Total. 

& 

. 

S' 

’3 

a 

0 

Additional 

pay. 

' Tent 
Allowance. 

Horse 

Allowance. 

Full 

Batta. 

*3 

(S 

European Infantry 















Capt. and Surg. 

120 

36 

— 

— 

— 

90 

246 

120 

36 

— 

— 

— 

180. 

336 

Lieut, and A. Surg. 
European Artillery 

60 

24 

30 

— 


60 

174 

60 

24 

30 

— 


120 

234 

Surgeon 


As 

in 1 

nfa 

ntr 

y- 









Asst. Surgeon 
Native Cavalry, 



di 

tto. 











Asst. Surgeon 
Native Infantry 

60 

24 

30 

50 

60 

60 

284 

60 

24 

30 

50 

60 

120 

344 

Capt. and Surg. 

120 

36 

— 

75 

— 

90 

321 

120 

36 

— 

75 

— 

iSo 


Lieut, and A. Surg. 

60 

24 

30 

50 

■ 

60 

224 

60 

24 

30 

50 


J12Q. 

484 


* Calcutta Gazette, 30ifa April, 1796. 
t Only medical officers' number and pay quoted here, 
t Per Regiment, not per Battalion. 

§ The figures given are rupees per month. 
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" Mi’iUcnl 

*' I'ljat Mrdiral Hoard cou'.i-.Uni; of two Mom1>crf. iindrr llio dcnoniina- 
lion of fit:-} and jrj ojrd Mrnibi'r * be appointed to ;.njierintcnd under the 
Cojnmandrvdn-ClnVf.or Offuxr (aimmandiiiR the '1 roops at each J’rcsiUcncy, 
tix m?.n:u;cmrn' of flu- Mrdiral tinenl, and the conduct of all Persons 
employed in il. 

” That the ; aine innubcr of i?ur{:cons that arc at pro-ient emploj'cd in the 
vhaijte of (Jrnrial Ibvpit.d-; or at Milifaty Stations at the different Presi* 
ilcntH '. be roHiijjurd. 

'■ That the Medical tlentlrmcn at the different lVc:ddencics be called 
ujvin to tlrcl.oe whetlirr they < Ium»: e to leinain in the. s ituation of Stirgeons 
rt{ the Company's. Ci\ ii Pepartinent, or tn attach thejiseolvess to the Military 
lisie of the Scjvice, utulrs' si notilicatlon, that vacincics in the General 
Ibv.pjt.v!’ will in fntiue b'- fdled by Medical GvJilIemen of Hie Military 
line only. 

Tlsat the M< iiial tlesslleinen attached to the Company's; Troops have 
the : amr j.inh with le- per t to the A»my which they at prc.Msnl po'-scss." 

■' PmUmeh. 

"That the followijsi; piojuisiton of the (aunpany's ofiiccrs at each 
Pse-idrsny l>^ sdhe.vrd to be sib'ent. vi?. one-third of the Lieutenant 
t,V,!e.nch and M.ijof , one-fourils of theCsiptaiiv- and Snri;cons to the Troop.s, 
nt'.d one-'iath oj the Stiballesn-. said A'si’-tant Snriieons; to the Army. 

« * • « t 

'"i'h.it Sub.diiJii’ be ten yeair- in liulia before lliey can be entitled 
levrjii in e.ec of cutilieil • ichnev.) to their rotsition to be absent on 
iMsshtinds. and the ; ;.me »ule tf» be sipplicable to A*-';isl:u»t Military Surgeoms, 
the FuiJoni'h to be pnintcd by tlie Commatider-iii-Chief sit c.ach Presidenej', 
with tl*.e apj'K'b.itiosi of the ic-pedivc GovernmenU*.'* f 

* « « « n 

" Itctiring from the ScrN'ice. 

* « • • « 

" Tlsat .a Member of a Medical lJo.avd who .shall have been in that 
ttaliosi not Ic -'. ih.in five yeais, and not les^s than twenty years in India, 
inehidisn; thiee yeais for one Inirlongh. be permitted to retire from the 
rervice, and allowed five buiulred pmituls per annum. That a Surgeon of 
a General !fo-pit:U, who shall have been in that station not le.ss than five 
yean;, and wliu:;e pnitnl of s ervice shall not have been less than twenty 
years, including three ye.ars for one Furlough, as above, be permitted to re- 
tire frosii the s ervice, and allowed three hundred pounds per annum for life. 

" That .all other Surgfsojv; and Assistant Surgeons attached to the 
Military be permillcd It) retire from the Service on tlie pay of their rank 
after having sservetl in India not It*ss than twenty years, including three 
ye.ars for one fnrUnigh.'* 

" Minutes of Council in the Military Department, June a.}, 1796. J 

1. "The Medical Board, conformablj' to the orders of the Court of 
BIrcclors, to consist of two Members, under tlic denomination of first and 

• Italics here, and cIscwIictc, as in original. 

+ No Ollier furlough regulations applicable specially to Medical Ofiiccrs. 

i Calcutta Gazette, 30th June, 179O. 
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second Member, who are to superintend under the Commander-in-Chief 
or Officer commanding the Troops, the management of the Medical Depart- 
ment, in the' Military line. 

2. " The Head Surgeon of the Hospital at the Presidency, - no longer to 

have a seat at the Board. — 

3. " The Medical Gentlemen attached to the Company’s troops to have 
the same rank with respect to the army that they now hold. 

4. “ The following are the number of Surgeons required for the different 
corps of the army, and for the General Hospital and Military Stations. 


Full Surgeons. 
Hospital Board 
General Hospitals . 
Fort William . 
Futtyghur - . 

Fort Marlborough . 
Prince of Wales’ Island 
Dispensary - . 

Artillery 

European Regiments 
Native Regiments . 


Total 30 

5. ” The following are the number 
attached to the Civil Department. • 

Ftfll Surgeons. 


Presidency . . • • 5 

Lucknow . . . ; I 

Benares i 

Patna ..... i 
Moorshedabad . . . i 

Dacca 


Total 10 


Assistant Surgeons. 


Hospital Mates . . .22 

Fort William . . . i ’ 

Fort Marlbrough . . 2 

Prince of Wales’ Island . . i 

B'uxar . ... i 

Mbnghyr . ... i 

Dispensary’ . ... i 

Cavalry .... 2 

Artillery . . • • • 3 

European Infantry . . 6 

Native Infantry . . .24 

Marine Battalion . . . i 

Military Orphan Society . i 


Total 66 

of Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons; 


Assistant Surgeons. 

Lucknow .... I 

Benares . . . . i 

Patna i 

Dacca ..... i 

Zillahs and Factories . -. 29 

Resident vrith Scindia. .' . i 

„ at Hydrabad . . i 

„ at Rangoon . . i 


Total 36 


2 
5 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 
-3 
12 


6. “ There being 131 Surgeons on the list,* exclusive of two not joined, 
two insane, one invalid, and one absent with leave, and‘142 being required 
on the Establishment, there are eleven Surgeons wanting to complete. 

7. “ A promotion of nine full Surgeons to be made to complete the 
number required with the native Regiments. 

8. " The Directors having given an option to the Surgeons in the 
Company’s Civil Department, ‘ To remain in their present situation or-to ~ 
attach themselves to the Militar y line of the service under a notification 

* The word Surgeons is here used evidently as equivalent to medical officers, 
and does not refer to officers holding the rank of Surgeon only. 
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that vacancies in the General Hospitals will in future be filled by Gentlemen 
in the Military line only/ Previous to any promotion taking place, every 
Surgeon to be called upon to make his -option under the conditions above 
stated, and under a notification that there will be no alteration made in the 
CivlU ine-of the service in respect to pay or rank. 

9. *' Should so great a number of the Surgeons at present attached to 
Civil Stations, be desirous of going over to the army, as would leave the 
former line of the service without its due proportion of Medical Assistance, 
the requisite number to be ordered to duty in the Civil Service until their 
places are supplied from Europe, when they will join the army with their 
rank. 

10. " The Medical Board are also to superintend under the Governor 
General in Council the Medical Department of the Civil Service, and to 
draw the pay of Surgeons at the Presidency, as they do at present. 

11. "All applications and recommendations for promotion in the 
Medical Department in the Civil line, to go through the Medical Board to 
the Governor General in Council. 

12. " Applications from Medical Gentlemen in the Military line, to be 
transmitted to the Medical Board with the previous concurrence and consent 
of Commanding Officers of Stations; The Medical Board to forward them 
to the Commander-in-Chief with their remarks, by whom, if necessary, 
they will be laid before the Govem..r General in Council. 

13. *' All recommendations for vacancies and promotion in the Military 
line to originate with the Medical Board, and to be laid before the Governor 
General in Council by the Commander-in-Chief, should he see no objections 
to the recommendations.” 


" Fori William, the 21s/ August, 1796. 

" At a meeting of the Medical Board. 

” Present : Mr. Fleming. 

Mi. Laird absent on duty. 

" Agreed that the following letter be sent to the Governor General 
in Council with an Enclosure. 

*' ‘ To the Honb'* Sir John Shore, Bar^ Governor General in Council. 

” ' Sir, Having received the answers of the Surgeons of the Civil 
Department who were called upon to make their option between the two 
lines of the Service as directed by the Minutes of Council dated the 24**' of 
June last, we have now the honour to lay before you two lists made out 
conformably to these answers. 

The List marked No i contains the names of those Gentlemen who 
wish to be transferred to the Army. No 2 gives the names of those who 
prefer remaining in their present situation of Surgeons in the Company’s 
Civil Department. 

" ' Of the first Class there are six who hold the rank and Stations of Full 
Surgeons, \iz. — 


John Williams 
Staunton Penny 

L. John Gray Henderson 

Robert Wilson 
Stephen ^latthews 
"William Dick 


Surgeon of Benares. 

„ Patna. 

„ Dacca. 

„ Presidency. 


V ' • 
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" ‘ These posts will of course become vacant, and in the regular mode of 
filling up vacancies the six Senior Surgeons on the Civil List would succeed 
to them, viz. — 

John Reid . . ' . . Surgeon of Gazipore. ' 

' John Glass .... „ Boglepore. 


John Glass . 
Creighton Fraser 
Robert Anderson 
William Hunter 
JohnMacra . 


Tirhoot. 

Jessore, 

to the Resident ivith Scindia.' 
Chittagong. 


" ‘ We think it very probable however, that some of these Gentlemen 
would, if it were left to their choice, rather remain in their present situa- 
.tions than be promoted to any of the vacant posts, and we are convinced 
that unless some alteration be made in the existing state of the Civil Service 
this must often happen, for the difference between the Pay of an Assistant 
Surgeon and that of a full Surgeon being only one hundred Rupees per 
mensem, the former will seldom consider that as a sufficient consideration 
to Compensate for the trouble and expence of Changing his station, particu- 
larly if he should have entered into any mercantile concerns or engaged in 
any manufactory in consequence of which his sudden removal might be 
attended with detriment to his private affairs. Should it be alleged fhat 


a Surgeon ought not to involve himself in any business that might prevent 
him from being ready at all times to change his Station on the shortest 
notice, he might plead the scantiness of his pay as a-sufficient excuse, and 
he might add that the many useful manufactures which have been intro- 
duced by the Civil Surgeons into various Districts of the Company's 
proAdnces prove that the liberty of trading in which Government has always 
indulged them has been attended with great advantage to the Publick.- - - 
" ‘ We therefore beg leave to state the following question as a point 
which requires to be settled, whether, when it comes to the turn of an 
Assistant Surgeon of a Subordinate Civil Station to be promoted and 
removed to a higher, he shall have the Option of being allowed to remain 
in his present situation, under a notification that he must relinquish his 
claim to promotion, and to being appointed to any of the Superior Stations 
of his Line in future. 


" ' Should Government deem it unnecessary to reduce these Gentlemen 
to so hard a dilemma as that of either being removed from their Stations or 
giving up their Claim to future promotion they may be relieved from it by 
a resolution of Council “ That the Ten Senior Surgeons on the Civil List 
shall hold the rank and draw the pay of full Surgeons, that the rank and pay 
shall not be annexed to any particular Station, and that any post in the 
Civil department may be held either by an Assistant Surgeon or a full 
Sturgeon, as Government may direct.” The difference between the duties 
of one Civil Station and another is not so great as that any considerable 


inconvenience could follow from such a regulation. 

“ ‘ Wrhen the Thirty Surgeons who have made their option for the Civil 
Department shall have been all posted, there will still remain fourteen 
Stations unsupplied with Surgeons. Some of these Stations may perhaps 
without much inconvenience be kept vacant until a supply-of-meffical 
Gentlemen arrive from Emrope, but for those whose Situation is such aslto 
render the presence of a Surgeon indispensable, it will be necessary to have 
recourse to the Army for a Temporary Assistance, as has been already 
declared by Government in the Mnute of Council above quoted. 
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" ’ In con: wjncjiCf of the chanyc which is about lo be introduced into the 
Medical Department it will be necessary in future when Stirgeons arc sent 
out from Mnropc tlmt each person's wairatjt should sjjccify for wliicli of 
the two Lines Im is appointed, or rb e that lumc should be pcnnillcd lo come 
out but cm the expteis Condition of their being attached to cither the Civil 
or Military Service as might be jtjdgeil most expedient at the time of their 
amv.il in the Country, The last mode is the most cliipble as it would enable 
tiovennnent lo adjust the .supply for e.acli line a*, nearly as possible to the 
l>i’niand. 

*' ' ^Ve do not at picsenl rerrdlcr.l any other point that requires to be 
t onsidered prcviom ly to cariying into execution the regulation for separat- 
ing the two lanes of Civil and Military Suigcons, but having been desired by 
the tjovernor Gcsier.il to give, our Opinion respce.ting the utility and 
exj>cdicncy of the intended .•^ejmration, wc .shall now with difildencc and 
r-nbiniv ofier our Sentiment', on the j ubjctl. Trom tlje nature of the 
Mi!is.iiy Service, it mu'-t ,.vfr be the cree that a much grc-iler number of 
i^urgeou'. will be tequijed for the Army during war than there is any 
occ.L' ion fi>r in time of pc.ice. Wc have com-lantly reen that in the breaking 
nut of w.\r in Luiope, no exertion of Government w.-v; snfucient to procure 
the Complement of i^urpyon*- which the exigencies of the Service required. 
TJje pie'vuie of thi:. evil h.a*; been felt verj* p,irticularly in the course of the 
pics'.nt W.ar,* ami the failure of moie th;m one expedition has been in a 
great ine.vure a;' cubed lo it. On the other hand, at the conclusion of a 
pe.nce these ui'efnl men inm t either be turned adrift to .shift for tliemselvcs, 
or if .allowed to retire on half'pay during their lives, they mu.st become a 
buriljen to the I’ubllcK*. 

" ' Of thi*: <H..tre: ;■ to which Government at home is unavoidably liable, 
the Ivast India ComiJany in their w.ars in this countiy have fortunately 
h.id little experience, for ;vs every Civil Surgeon on thi,s lislablishmcnt holds 
a Milil.arj* Commi^‘'ion, he i*; lialilc on any emergency to be ordered lo join 
the Army .at a montent'.s w.arning, nor has ho the slightest pretence for 
considerint; this as a har<l! hip, .‘:uch being the terms of his admission into 
the Service, 

" ’ Govermuent have therefore at all time; a competent number of 
Medical Men entirely at their disjrosal, and re.ady to be sent on whatever 
f crvicc they may think fit, be the occ.asion ever so sudden and unexpected, 

” ‘ It is true that the Civil Scr\‘.ants may occasionally be reduced to some 
hardships for want of Medical Assistance, in consequence of tins system, but 
that inconvenience, being only temporarj*, has always been chcarfully sub- 
mitted to and cannot be compared with the serious evil of an Army being 
obliged to lake the field unprovided with its due Complement of Surgeons. 

" ' WJicn the War is at an end, tlic Ci^l Surgeons return to their Stations, 
and no additional expcncc is incurred by the Public for their future main- 
tenance. 

" ' Another great convenience which arises from tlic Medical Servants 
being removed occasionally from one Line of the Service to the other is, 
that a Surgeon whose constitution has suffered so much from the fatigues 
incitjent to”a alihtary life as to render lum unfit for the duties of a Camp 
Hospital, but whose circumstances will not admit of his retiring from the 
Service, may be appointed to a Civil Station, for tlxe duty of which, as it is 


• War with France 
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mucli easier, lie may be fully adequate. To this ive may add the advantage 
which the Civil Service now possess of being supplied with men of Com- 
petent Experience and knowledge of the diseases incident, to the Climate, 
since conformably to the existing Regulations no Surgeon caiiN^ appointed 
to this department who has not served for a certain time in the-AasEiy- 
and done duty as a Mate in one of the General Hospitals. 

" ‘ These essential benefits resulting from the present system will be 
entirely lost by the separation of the two Lines, for — 

" ‘ ist. The Surgeons attached to the Civil Line being cut off from all 
Military promotion, -and from every advantage annexed to it, must be 
considered in every respect as Civilians, nor will Government have any 
stronger Claim to their Service in a Military Capacity than that of any other 
class of Citizens. 

" ‘ 2nd. A Military Surgeon whose health and circumstances are such 
as are. above supposed must be under the necessity of retiring from the 
Service and returning to Europe, tho’ he may be fully able to do the duty 
of a Civil Surgeon, and from his experience and skill in his profession may 
be particularly well qualified for that Station, for unless he were to come 
in youngest on the List, his being appointed to the Civil Service would 
justly be considered by the Surgeons in that Line as an actual supercession. 

' ‘ ' 3rd. The Civil Department, instead of enj oying-the advantage which 
it has possessed hitherto, of being supplied with Military Surgeons who 
have had some practice in the diseases peculiar to the Country, must, if 
the proposed separation be'compleatly carried into execution, fall into the 
hands of men who arriving from Europe without experience, and having 
no opportunity of improving themselves by attending Hospitals consulting 
with those from whdm^hey might receive information, will after' nfany* 
years Residence in the Country know very little more of their profession 
than when they first set foot in it. 

" ' That part of the new regulations which relates to the Medical Corps, 
and particularly the paragraph which directs the two Lines to be separated, 
appears to have been adopted implicitly from the plan proposed by Marquis 
Cornwallis for new modelling the Army in India. 

" ‘ Had the whole of his Lordship’s plans been received, this particular 
regulation would have been not only proper, but necessary, for it was an 
essential part of that plan that the Company’s Army should be transferred 
to the Service of His Majesty, in which case the separation of the two 
Lines of Civil and Military Surgeons would have been unavoidable. But as 
it has been decided that [it should remain in] * the Service of the Company, 
there seems to be no reason why the Surgeons should not continue as hereto- 
fore to be employed in both Lines indiscriminately. 

“ ‘ The only conceivable objection to it, is the additional expense to which 

the Company would be liable from the whole Medical Corps being entitled 
to the benefits of Pension and furlough which advantages, were the separa- 
tion to take place, would be restricted to the Military Surgeons. 

“ ‘ Supposing this objection were to remain in full force, it ought not to 
be put in the balance against the advantages that attend the present 
system. It may, however, be in a great measure obyiaf^l 

I. By not permitting any Surgeon to go home.6n furlough who shall 


* The words in brackets are not in the original. Some such words must have 
been omitted in copying, and are required to make sense. 
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not liavc irrvcd in the Army nl loavl two yc.ns immediately preceding the 
period of Jiis (jiving in In's claim. ■ 

" ’ 2. Hy not .nilowinf: .any Snrgcon the hcncfit of the Pension unlc.ss iic 
shall have done duly in the Army during at Ie.v;l ci{jht yc.ars of the twenty 
which it is reqnirai In; .•■hall have ierved to he entitled to get it. 

'• ■ I 'pojj the whole we .arc of opinion, after an attentive and <lclihcrafe 
considcr.dion of the .sjdijcct, th.al the .sep.aration of the two Lines of the 
'McdiiMl'1>cp.artmcnt will not only he unprodtictivc of .any hcncfit to the 
Service., hut that it will he. attended with the loss of .some considcr.ablc 
adv.ant.agcs which rcsnlt from the present mode of allowing (he Surgeons to 
.‘ rrve in eit her line indi- n iminat ely a.s rircnnvdances require. We therefore 
Innnhly heg le.wc to r-njige'-t whether it in.iy not he. advisable for Govern- 
ment to : U'-pend putting in force that .article of the regtrlaliorrs which rel.ate.s 
to it, and t<i refer the .snliject to the further consideration of the Hon’’*'* 
Court of Pirectoj-.s. We have, Ac., 


*’ ' Port William, .MerUc.il PoanI Office, (he. sr.sl August, 1796. 


« »f 


“ A Li'’t of tire Pmgeon'- <loing duty in the Civil Dep.aitment who have 
in.'.de their Option lor the Military Line. 

" /'id/ Sutiy<uis.* 

Koh' rt Wil: on . . . . . . IVc'-itlenry. 

jc'hn Willi.anv. ...... lirnarcs. 

John Gray Hendej- cn .... Dacca. 

Krihert Pi tree Unposted. 

Stephen Matthews Presidency. 

Staunton iVnny Pafn.a. 

John I-.amh .Mitinaporc. 

r.itTiclc Ivory Sircar Sariin. 

' Cliidley Conte Pn«;idcncy. 

W.alter Willi.ams Dnrdwan. 


" .'t.'fif/ant Surf fans. 

William D.aviiPon Sylhet. 

Ale.xandcr Gibb Jn.anpore< 

J.ann-s Ro's Dinagcporc. 

John Cor e Tipperah. 

William Il.arpe: Daclccrgunjjc. 

" A List of the Surgeons in the Civil Dep.artment who have m.ade their 
Option for remaining in their present Situation. 

** P11/I Sutgfons. 

John Reid Gaziporc. 

J.ames I.a,ird ...... Luckiporc. 

James Wilson . Moorslicdabad. 

William Dick Presidency. 

• Neither tlic number nor tlic names correspond exactly with those given 
.above, in llie third paragraph of the protest of the Medical Board, as those of 
Surgcon.s desirous of returning to militaiy duty. Only si.\ names arc given above, 
and one is that of William Dick, wlio Is here shown in the second list, among 
those preferring to remain in civil employ ; while five more names are here given 
of Surgeons desiring to revert to the anny. 
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" Assistant Surgeons. 


John Glass 

• 

• 


Boglepore. 

Creighton Fraser 

• 

• 


Tirhoot. 

Robert Anderson 


• 


J^sore. 

William Hunter 




Resident with Scindia. 

John Macra 




Chittagoirg. 

John Henderson 




Lucknow. ^ ' 

George Davidson 




Dacca 

Alexander Russell 


• 


24 Pergunnahs. 

James Smith . 


• 


Kanty and Tumlook.* 

Charles Todd . 


• 


Rungpore. 

Nicholas Fontana 


• 


Barripore. t 

Charles Kegan . 


• 


Beerbhoom. 

Charles Desborough . 


• 


• Momensing. 

Andrew Stephens 




Keerpoy. f 

James Fletcher 




Nuddea. 

James Macnabb 




Patna. 

Roger Keys 




Gya. 

Graeme Mercer. 




Benares. 

Thomas Morgan 

• 

• 


Rajeshahy. 

Daniel Johnson 

• 

• 


RamgEur.§ 

Henry Barnet . 


• 


Bauleah. 

Adam Mitchell . 

• 

• 


Houghly. . 

David Turnbull 


• 


Mirzapore. 

George Ure 

• 

• 


Hydrabad. 

William Oneal . 

• 

» 


Shawbad. 

Francis Buchanan 


• 


LucMpore." 

On receipt of this memorial from 

the 

MedicaLBoara; 


Government agreed to refer the question home again. Minutes 
of Council, Mily. Dept., of gth Sept., 1796, published in the C.G. 
of 15th Sept., 1796, contain the following resolution : — 

“ Agreed, that the separation of the Civil and Military lines of the 
Medical Service, which was authorized by the General Letter of the 8*^ of 
January last, be suspended until the pleasure of the Court of Directors 
shall be known, and that the Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons of the 
Bengal Establishment do continue to rise in one general list, and to be 
employed either in the Civil or Military branches of the Service, subject to 
all the Rules and Regulations now existing. 

" Agreed that, as by the foregoing Resolution all Medical Practitioners 
employed in the Civil line, will remain liable to be recalled to their duty as 
Military Surgeons under the restrictions and obligations of service which 
are annexed to their Military Commissions, they be considered as equally 


* Kanty and Tumlooik, Kanthi (Contai) and Tamluk, now two subdivisions 
in the sou^ of Midnapore district. 

t Barripore, Baruipur, salt agency in the 24 Parganas, about sixteen miles 
south of Calcu^. 

t Keerpoy, Khiipai, a commercial residency and factoiy,in,_fee_ north of 
Midnapur disMct. ' ' 

§ Ramghur, Hazaribagh. 
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" Allow .iv.c..' to (.ivjl Salanw. fi.\t‘tl for thit Department in 

n'-ny.al, bfine !(»,•( * ni:ill to imltito any of the ^^e(lical Gentlemen in this 
P:r i(Sency to emhr.acf tlie (!jvj 1, in prefeience to the Militaty Lino of the 
Servit';, ii’uVf po> tjvonetl ft>;inf; their allowance'i. 'till we receive the opinion 
of the l^iiprrnif Ooveniment on the .subject," 
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Both the Cornwallis Minute of 1788 (para. 11), and the rules , 
of 24th June, 1796 (para. 8), appear to contemplate that medical 
officers in civil employ should rise to the rank of Surgeon, the 
promotion which they declined being not that to full Surgeon, 
but to Surgeon of a General Hospital, a much higher semi-admini-- 
strative appointment. But from the latter date onWards_the_ 
rule seems to have been enforced that a medical officer who wished 
to remain permanently in civil employ must do so in the rank of 
Assistant Surgeon, resigning all claims to promotion to Surgeon, 
as well as to furlough and pension. Though there were always" 
five or six appointments in civil employ which might be held by 
officers of the rank of Surgeon, these were filled by Surgeons 
from the army, not from among the Assistant Surgeons who had 
given up promotion, who remained permianently at the stations 
which they held while stiU in their original rank. 

Besides the names given above, as an appendix to the Medical 
Board’s mem^ii^, of officers who gave up promotion in order to 
remain permanently in civil employ, many other names appear 
from time^to'' time in the Proceedings of that Board, and in the 
C.G., ofofficers declining promotion, andremaining permanentlyin 
the rank of Assistant Surgeouj in order to retain their cml stations. 
Indeed, one or two went so far as f accept promotion, and subse- 
quently revert to the rank of Assistant-Sufg-ean in ordentc^rejcrih 
stations they had recently left. These entries are of some interest, 
as showing which stations used to be considered worth retaining, 
either as being specially lucrative, or for other reasons. Lucknow, 
Patna, Benares, Dakka, Murshidabad, Muzafarpur, Bhagalpur, 
and Saran are still favourite stations. The Assistant Surgeons at 
Patna, Lucknow, Dakka, and Benares, who reverted to military 
duty, were not the holders of the Civil or- Residency Surgeoncies, 
but assistants to the senior officers who actually held these lucra- 
tive appointments. On the other h^d, such places as Rangpur 
and Jessore are now most unpopular stations, " penal settle- 
ments,” which seldom see a commissioned medical, officer, a- 
member of the I.M.S., as Civil Surgeon, at the present day. The 
commercial factories, Kumarkhali, Lakhipur, Khirpai, were sold 
off or abandoned when the E.I.Co. ceased to trade in 
1814. The salt agencies, Contai and Baruipur, gradually 
diminished in importance during the early years of -the nineteenth 
century, and civil medical officers were no longer posted to them. 
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But in all cases, except perhaps a few, such as Luclcnow, Benares, 
Patna, Dakka, the inonetaiy value of a medical officer's civil 
appointment depended upon what he could make, not by the 
practice of his profession, but bjr contracts, zamindari, tidAQ, 
indigG-pihnting, etc.* 

Three Assistant Surgeons in Bengal remained in the service, 
with that rank, long after all the otliers, who had given up pro- 
motion, had disappeared ; Jolm Lamb, F. P. Strong, and G. N. 
Cheek. John Lamb entered the service on 26tli July, 1809, 
gave up promotion to retain the Civil Surgeoncy of Malda, now 
an unpopular station of very little importance, but one in wliich 
he had extensive zamindari and trading interests, and there 
remained until he retired on 15th Feb., 1856. Francis Pemble 
Strong entered on 23rd Sept., 1815. In 1822 he was appointed 
to succeed Hemy Young, who had also in his time given up 
promotion, as Civil Assistant Surgeon of the twenty-four Parganas, 
or Calcutta sadr, as the appointment was then called, and resigned 
promotion to retain that then lucrative post, which also included 
an allowajice for the medical charge of the Ro5'al family of Maisur 
Princes. He held the appointment for thirty-five years, 1822 
to April, 1857, without taking furlough, to which indeed he was 
.not 'entitled, having given up promotion; surely a record! 
Going home in April, 1857, he died in London a year later, on 
loth May, 1858. f George Nicholas Cheek entered the service on 
30th Sept., 1816, after serAung in the A.M.D. in the Peninsula and 
at Waterloo. He was for some time Civil Assistant Surgeon of 
Bardwan, an appointment wliich he exdianged for that of West 
Bardwan, or the Jungle Mahals, now the Bankura district. There 
he went in extensively for indigo planting and zamindari, and there 
he remained, without returning to Europe, till his death, which 
occurred while on leave at the Nilgiri hills on 26th June, 1859. 
Ten years before that time, the officer next below him on the list 
had reached the rank of Superintending Surgeon, a rank which was 
attained by his own son five years after his death. 

The system of giving up promotion to Surgeon to retain 

* See also Chap. XVII, Rank. 

t A portrait of Dr. Strong is contained in Coleworthy Grant’s Lithographic 
Sketches of the Public Characters of Calcutta, 1838-5-. He is shown wearing a 
frock coat, and bending over a table covered with test tubes and chemical 
apparatus. This work also contains portraits of Dr. E. W. W. Raleigh, Sur- 
geon, Calcutta General Hospital and Eye Infirmary ; Sir James Burnes of Bom- 
bay ; Frederick Corbyn, Superintending Surgeon ; and C. B, Chalmers. 

H.I.M.S.— VOL. I. T 
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special Civil Assistant Surgeoncies does not seem to have been 
permitted in Madras and Bombay. All the medical officers noted 
as having done so, in gazettes and army lists, were Bengal men. 

For nearly the first century of the existence of' the Indian 
Medical Service, civil employment was almost confined t^Assist^tnL. 
Surgeons, including those who had given up promotion. 

A letter from the Secretary to the Governor-General in Council, 
dated 30th June, 1786, contained in the Proceedings of the Calcutta 
Medical Board of 5th July, 1786, confirms the Board’s nomina- 
tions of Surgeons to the charge of five General Hospitals, of which 
three were then in existence in Bengal, .outside Calcutta, while 
the establishment of the two last Was ordered. 


Andrew Hunter . 
John Stormont . 
John Laird 
Francis Balfour . 
Thomas Hamilton 


Berhampore. 
Dinapore. 
Cawnpore. ' 
Chunar. 
Futiyghur. 


The same letter goes on to state tliat six Surgeons will be 
allowed to serve in civil appointments, to be stationed at Patna, 
Dacca, Moorshedabad, and Chittagong, and vdth the Residents 
at Lucknow and Benares. \Vhen the Surgeons in these six posts 
became entitled by senority to succeed as regimental Surgeons?',-" 
they were to have the option of doing so, or of remaining where 
they were. If they chose to remain in their civil appointments, 
they were not to have the option in future of rejoining the army, 
unless they gave six months’ notice of their intention to do so, 
on the occurrence of the next vacancy. 

The Cornwallis Minute of 1788 allows five full Surgeons for 
civil employ, for the same stations as tliose allowed in 1786, 
with the omission of Chittagong. 

The Presidency Surgeons, as well as the Surgeon of the Calcutta 
General Hospital, were regarded as being in military employ- 
ment. The fact that to this day the Surgeon Superintendent of 
the Presidency European General Hospital in Calcutta is appointed 
by the Government of India, not by that of Bengal, may perhaps 
be a relic of this view. 

The number of medical officers holding the rank of Surgeon, 
allowed for Civil Surgeoncies, seems always to have-beetijimited 
to five or six, in the Bengal Presidency, though the stations'to 
which they were jotted varied from time to time. Bengal G.O. 
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^tjsh Aj'iil, otli M.'.y. ::<iih May, an<l ijih jnne, 17 S 6 , with tlic 
oidfia sh<i(‘(,n of the Madi.o' Council. The Medical Board 


p'Cojnnn-'Jjdt'd ih.it ihjre G<-n« r;d Uosjntals should be established. 
Jit M:.> ulipatam, at Wllojv, and at Tricliinopoly or I'anjore ; and 
that Surt^cons Arthur Sinclair, Robert Turing, and James Wiitc 
i'litiuld be appointed Head Surgeons of these hospitals. The 
Council fejertt'd Tanjore on 25 th April, but on 30 th lilay changed 
their minds, and chose Tricliinopoly instead. They also rejected 
Sinclair, on accotmt tif ill-health ; William Dufl'in was appointed 
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in his place, and Duffin and Turing were permitted to exchange 
posts. 

The Medical Board also recommended that a senior officer 
should be appointed to each General Hospital, with the title of 
First Surgeon, to take the place of the Head Surgeon wlten'-necesi:- 
sary. They also pointed out that provision must be made for 
certain civil appointments, and recommended that medical 
officers of the rank of full Surgeon should be allowed for the three 
" Chiefships,” Vizagapatam, Ganjam, and Kadalur, Assistant 
Surgeons to the other Commercial Residencies and Factories. 
In mihtary employment officers of the rank of Surgeon were 
allotted, one to each of three garrisons, Palamcotta, Madura, and 
Chingleput ; one to each of the four European regiments ; and 
one to each of the two battalions of Artillery. Assistant Surgeons 
were posted as follows : three to Madras General Hospital, two 
to each of the other three General Hospitals, one to each European 
regiment and battalion of Artillery, one to the Native Cavalry, 
one each to Vizagapatam and Ganjam ; and one each to certain 
other stations, apparently regarded as civil appointments | 
Tanjore, Negapatam, Nagore, Ingeram, Aska, Wallajahbad, and 
Ongole, with one allotted for service with the Committee of Circuit. 

On 26th May the various grades in the Service are shownTas" 
follows : (i) Hospital Board ; (2) Head Surgeons ; (3) First . 

Surgeons ; (4) Full Surgeons for Regiments, Garrisons, and 

Chiefships ; (5) Surgeons’ Assistants and Hospital Mates, for • 
Regiments, Factories, and Residencies. On 13th June, a nominal 
list of appointments is given, with the names of the men holding 
them. Curiously, this list shows no medical officers for duty with 
native regiments, except one Assistant Surgeon with the Cavalry.. 
The sick of the N.I; regiments apparently were treated in the 
General Hospitals.' It was soon found necessary to appoint a 
medical officer to each N.I. regiment. 

The three senior officers in the Service, next to the Medical 
Board, were all passed over for promotion to Head Surgeoncies. 
Arthur Sinclair, as stated above, w^as rejected by the Council 
on account of ill-health ; he died in June, 1786. William Raine 
held a special appointment, the medical charge of sick officers 
visiting the Presidency, and was allowed, at his- o’vm-reques^ to 
retain it, instead of taking a Head Surgeoncy. His name is not 
included in the list of the Service on 13th June. The Medical 
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Board recommended, and the Council approved, that any officer 
now declining the post should have no claim to a Head Sur- 
geonc}^ in future. When Thomas Davies, Head Surgeon of 
j\Iadras C^erteral Hospital, and third member of the Medical Board, 
-*died,-'oS 23rd April, 1788, the Madras Government appointed 
William Duffin to succeed him, Turing and White having retired 
in Feb., 1788, and again passed over Raine. The Court of 
Directors, however, insisted on Rainc's appointment, on account 
of the good service he had done in the second Maisur war. 
William Gordon, who stood next to Raine, was judged unequal 
to the charge of a General Hospital. The Medical Board recom- 
mended a special allowance to him of one hundred pagodas a 
month as compensation. On this the Council remarked, on 
13th June — 

" If a Surg" is not qualified to discharge the duties of Hospital Surgeon 
when it may be his turn to succeed to that Station, it is not just tliat ho 
should be appointed in his turn, nor reasonable that he'should be considered 
entitled to Additional Pay as a Surgeon on Account of his being found not 
fit to fill a Superior Station." • 

Gordon was promoted to Head Surgeon, after all, seven years 
later, on 4th June, 1793, just three months before his death. A 
Mily. Letter from Court, dated 12th Deer. 1792, states in para. 5, 
that Surgeon Gordon, having passed at Surgeons’ Hall, and got a 
diploma, is permitted to return to India without prejudice to 
his original rank. 

Another Surgeon, William Roxburgh, was recommended for 
appointment by seniority to the third European regiment, but 
the Government could not spare his services, and continued to 
employ him at Samulcotta, as superintendent of the pepper 
plantations there. Indeed, Roxburgh was never emplo5’^ed in 
the regular line after his first few years of service. 

In Bombay, apparently only two civil appointments were at 
this time reserved for officers of the rank of full Surgeon. A letter 
dated ist Sept,, 1787, from the Bombaj' Council to the newh* 
established Hospital Board, quoted in full below in Chap. XXIII, 
Administration, The Medical Boards, grants salaries of ;f6oo to 
the Surgeons of the hospitals at Surat, Tannah, and Tellicherri, 
and puts the Surgeons of Residencies on the footing of Regiments! 
Surgeons. These three hospitals were General Hospitals, and 
their medical charge a military appointment. A Letter 
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from Court to Bombay, dated 8th April, 1789, in paras. 23 to 28; 
approves of the arrangements made for the Medical Department 
in that Presidency by the Bombay Council and Hospital Board, 
para. 28 sanctioning the posting of full Surgeons to the. Resi- 
dencies at Anjengo and Basra. ’ 

It was not until after the Mutiny that orders were passed, 
allowing officers of the rank of Surgeon to hold medical charge 
of civil stations, and of irregular corps of the army, equally with 
Assistant Surgeons. These orders were at first only temporary, 
but gradually became permanent. 


■ “ No. 375. Mily. Dept. To the Adjutant General of the Army. 

" Sir. I am directed to acquaint you, 'for the information of His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, that the Honourable the President 
in Council, having hkd under consideration the circumstances of many full 
Surgeons on the Bengal Establishment, virho having been deprived of the 
medical charge of regiments of the line by the Mutiny of the Native Army 
are considered ineligible for other medical charges, which under the ordinary • 
rules can be held by Assistant Surgeons only, is pleased to resolve that those 
full Surgeons for whom there may be no emplo3rment in charges usually 
allotted to that grade, will temporarily be considered available for tlie 
medical charge of Local and Irregular Corps and of Civil Stations. 


Council Chamber, 
Fort William, 
10*^ April, 1858. 


(Sd.) T. D. Atkinson, Major. 

Offg. Secy to the Govt of India in the Mily 
Dept.” - 


In Wilson’s History of the Madras Army (Vol. HI, p. 350), it 
is stated that, in 1810, out of sixty full Surgeons on the (Madras) 
establishment, only nine were doing regimental" duty. Even^ 
allowing for the Medical Board, Superintending Surgeons, Presi- 
dency Surgeons, and the Madras General Hospital, a good many 
full Surgeons must have been employed in civil stations. It 
was then determined to post more of the junior officers to zilla 
surgeoncies, and to employ thirty-five full Surgeons with 
regiments. 

The Bengal Medical Regulations of 1851 (Chap. V, p. 44 )» 
assert emphatically that medical officers in civil employ are only 
lent by the army to the Civil Government, and are at all times 
liable to recall to military duty. 

“ Medical officers, when employed in the civil line, sha ll be c onsidered 
only lent for a time to that Department of the Service, arid liable always to 
be recalled to their duty as Military Surgeons, under the restrictions and 
obligations of service which are annexed to their Military Commissions, 
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t’M’f j’iint: ttnly j;rnllcjnon whn, uiitln tl»« option jjivcn tlu:in, have 
pw'vifu; ly j« ■ atUhiinr^ t<» Julnro punnofion in tlin Fervicc. Tlie rank 
<'i njcitnal njfjM r; rsnj’h'yriJ a*, .jl'ovt* will continim to inujea't', anrJ lliej' 
.i*,*- f*'p!ahy to he 1 on> idrj nl * ntitlrtl to the hrneft «)l f«ilu«f;h anil rclircincnl 
iiojn thr Fci\ ji e. in tin* • .inw manner r.*- Military Snijirons. 

" .’»n A’/i'-t.int Finciojv- r-mployril in Ftihotilinate Civil Stations upon 
brnn; mtitlrd to psosnotion to th<‘ tank ol toll Sujy.ron, shall cither give tip 
th'ir cl.-sinr- to tntino piomotion, or quit Mich :talion, anil asMuno the 
itntir- oi th*’ }..nk to whiih tlwy ate pionuitcil ami of the Station to which 
thf m.iv !»'• .’lypi’int'-d, rillni in th" t'ivil nj- Military Line. 

■' An A' i'tant Snigion ir-igninj: psoniotion, ah-o forfeits all claim to 
j tJvjVn, r\rn oi A’ i-taiit Surgeon. 01 to allow anccs, even of Assistant 
Snigron. when i n tniloniih." 


Tin; permission of the military anlhorities has, of course, 
r.iwavs hem ne<*es‘-.‘.ry Ix foie an ofheer can he transferred t<» 
civil front military employ. A cas- in poinl, showing the stricl- 
jn . ' with which tliis rttle w.w enfojred. is reiatrded in the Bengal 
.’i/trmf.M of Couitci! for lyyS. 'I'ln se MtauUs order, on 2nd Sept., 
i77i>. tlie .ippoitiinn nt of .Assit tant Surgeon Thomas Chalcrafl to 
ill' ('omjnvjrial I'actojy at Patna. On 2isl Sept, it is noted 
th.it (Mi ilnaft. having aj'pln d f<‘r appointment to Patna without 
tin- hjn*wjed::e of the Commander-hfChief, is remanded to his 
foinni po'.t in the Army. Having rejoined tlm Army, and 
)’.,;ving e.ot p< : mii-; iojt to afiply for Civil employ, hewas reappointed 
to P.itna on loth Dec. 

In Jf-Si Surgeon-G( nerals Sir Thomas Crawford, afterwards 
Dijertor-Gi-ner.il, of the .A.M.D., and J. M. Cuningham of the 
wne diiect* d to draw np a scheme for the amalgamation 
of tlje (wo jnedica! .‘•ervices. They snbmiltcd their scheme on 
12th .AufiU'it, iFSi,* It provided for the union of the A.M.D. and 
l.M.S. isito one .‘■ervice, divided into two branches, Ro\'al and 
Indian, the hater recruited by volunteers from the former. Their 
suggestions on the stibject of civil employ in India may be 
summarised as follows. The first two years to be spent in strictly 
military tiuty ; after two years’ service oflicers who had passed 
a language test to he eligible for civil employ, but alwaj'S liable to 
recall to military duty ; officers who had spent ten j^ears con- 
tinuously in civil employ, if they did not then retuni to military 
emplojf, to be eligible for civil administrative promotion onl3^ 
This scheme, however, also contemplated a large extension of 

* Tim Laiicrl of 7II1 .March, 1885, pp, .^4, ,|.j5, publishes a lonp[ IciitHng article, 
Mimmarisini! the CrawforiPCuninRham scheme. This Icailcr is given in full 
below, in Cliap. XXXVIll.. 1SO5-9O. 
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the Uncovenanted Medical Service, who were to be recruited- 
exclusively in India, forming a Civil Medical Service, which would 
fill a large number of the appointments then arid still held by 
members of the I.M.S. in civil employ. . " . 

Eligibility for Civil Employment. — Ever since 17S8— a- 
certain period of military duty has always in name, and almost 
always in fact, been required of medical officers before they were 
considered eligible for civil employment. 

The Cornwallis rules of 1788 ordered that the newly joined 
medical officer must spend three months in a general hospital, as 
a pupil, and then eighteen months as a hospital mate, before he 
was eligible for any other duty. From hospital mate he might 
proceed to regimental assistant, and from that post to the charge 
of a sepoy battalion or civil station. The ,tour of duty as regi- 
mental assistant might in some cases be omitted before obtaining 
civil employ, but the prescribed period of service as hospital 
mate was indispensable, before he could hope for any. other em- 
ployment. 

The Mily. Minutes of Council, 3rd Dec., 1790, quoted 
in Proceedings, Calcutta Medical Board, of 31st Dec., 1790, 
definitely strike out the totu: of duty as regimental assistant as 
a necessary qualification for civil employ, but insist on the period' 
of eighteen months’ service as hospital mate. 

“ Every Hospital Mate, who shall have -discharged his duty in that 
capacity for eighteen months, shall be considered as eligible to proceed 
to any other Medical Charge his Rank may entitle him to hold, without 
. making it necessary that his future progression from the duty of an Hospital 
shall be to that of a Regimental Assistant, so that an Hospital Mate, who 
shall have discharged his duty as such for the period above mentioned, 
shall be eligible at once to be appointed to a Sepoy Battalion or Civil 
Station.” 

In Madras, a tour of three years’ military duty was required 
before civil employ, by G.O. of 9th Octr, 1810. This period 
was reduced to two years by Fort St. George G.O. of 29th 
April, 1842. 

Bengal G.O. of 17th Sept., 1832, laid down two years as the 
period of military duty required before the newly joined medical 
officer was eligible for civil employ. 

Fort William, Sept. 17, 1832. '* The Hon. the Vice President in Council 
is pleased to establish as a general rule, that every Assistant Surgeon who 
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whose services were borrowed in this way were not sent back 
to military -duty, but remained for years, first acting -as civil 
Sm'geons, and then confirmed as such, without having done .any 
regimental duty at all. When the Bengal Government \^'called 
upon, in 1885-86, at the time of the third Burmese war, t^ retom- 
a number of officers in civil employ for temporary military duty, 
these men who had not done any previous military duty were 
the first sent back to the army. 

The officers of the I.M.S. in civil employ, being always liable 
to military duty, have always been considered eligible for military 
promotion. In General Stibbert’s minute of 12th Nov., 1783, 
in which he recommends that the Service should again be divided 
into separate military and civil branches, he makes a point of the 
injustice done to the medical officers in military employment by 
the promotion to the higher posts therein of Surgeons who had 
spent the greater part, or even the whole, of their service in civil 
employment. 

In the seventh rule of the Cornwallis minute of 1788 it is laid 
down that a medical officer, in order to be eligible for promotion 
to charge of a General Hospital, a post corresponding to that 
loiown in later days successively as Superintending Surgeon, 
D.I.G., D.S.G., and Colonel, must have spent the whole -of The 
two years immediately preceding his promotion in military 
duty, under which head was included the office of Presidency 
Surgeon in Calcutta. 

This rule was repeated in almost identical terms by Bengal 
G.O. of 22nd Oct., 1832. 

" Fort William, Oct. 22, 1832. With reference to Govt. G.O. dated 
24th Oct., 1788 (Henley’s Code, p. 307), which are hereby cancelled, the 
Vice President in Council is pleased to declare, that no medical officer shall 
be considered eligible to fill the situation of Superintending Surgeon who 
has not served, for two complete years immediately previous to the occur- 
rence of the vacancy in such grade, as a presidency Surgeon, or surgeon to 
the general hospital, or marine surgeon, or surgeon to the garrison of Fort 
William, Allahabad, or Agra, or Surgeon to a regiment of the line, or a 
battalion or brigade of artillery. 

" Any Surgeon at present employed out of the military branch of the 
service, who may, upon the publication of this order, apply for permission 
to return to military duty, will not be considered as debarred by the 
regulation now enacted from succeeding to a vacancy in-the..grade of 
Superintending Surgeon, although he may not have served in either of thB^ ■ 
specified situations the prescribed period of two years immediately before 
the occurrence of the vacancy. 
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" A reservation is also made bj' the Government in favour of surgeons 
returning from furlough, who might otiicrwisobe affected by this regulation, 
and who will not.be considered as debarred from immediate eligibility to 
the grade ofj 5 upcrintcnding Surpon, provided the whole or tlio greater 
portion pl^^ir professional duties in India, including those of tire two 
y^^Jimcdiatcly previous to their proceeding on furlough, shall have 
"been performed in the military branch of the service, and that such furlough 
shall not have exceeded three years.” 


Six months later, these rules were somewhat modified by 
Bengal G.O. of i9lh March, 1833. Tins order substituted two 
years’ mihtary duly, after promotion to Surgeon, instead of the 
two years immediately preceding promotion, as necessary before 
promotion to S.S. 

" Fori William, igth March, 1833. Government C.eneral Orders, dated 
22nd October, 1832, respecting the eligibility of Surgeons to fill tlie situa- 
tion of Superintending Surgeon, arc hereby cancelled, with the exception 
of that part which directs the cancelling of tk-ncral Orders dated 2.}th 
October, 1788 (Henley's Code, page 307), and tlic following regulations on 
the same subject arc enacted by tJjc Governor General in Council. 

'* Every medical officer on his promotion to tlie rank of Surgeon shall 
be required to serve for two years as surgeon with a regiment of the line, or 
a battalion or brigade of artillcrj', before he c.in be eligible for auy other 
situation in any department, civil or military ; .md after tJie performance 
of such service he shall be eligible, in due coiu-hc, lor t fie sit ii.il ion of Snper- 
- in+ending Surgeon, whatever may h.ave been the n.itme of In'; emjiloyinent 
subsequent to the performance of such scrx-ice. 

" Medical officers who have already attained tlie i.uik of Suigeon will 
be deemed eligible for the situation of Superintemling Suigeon, provided 
they sliall have served, in their present grade, lor two ye.us .is Suigeon of a 
regiment of the line, or of a battalion or brigade of aitiUerv, or .e^ Surgeon 
to the garrisons of Fort William, Chunar, AU.rli.ib.i(l. or .\gi.i. or as Jlarinc 
Surgeon, or as Surgeon to the General I lospital, or .is a I ‘re.sideuej’ Surgeon. " 

. Two years afterwards, Bengal G.t). of 23th May, 1S33. 
some slight changes in the rule, the general eliecl reniiiining 
much the same. 


* 25t/», 1835. The following i egul.itiou, on tlie subject 

of the chgibilitjf of Surgeons to the situation of Superintending 
IS substituted for that published in G.O: of the loth .M.irch, iS}i> 
hereby rescinded : 

2. ” No mediral nffi _ .2 1-. .1 




284 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

3. " Surgeons in tlie Company's service; who have served in that rank 
for two years, with the troops commanded by British officers in the Nizam's 
army, or the army of any other native state, shall be considered eligible to 
the situation of Superintending Surgeon, in like manner as if they had 
served for the same period with a regiment of the line." 

\ 

G.G.O., No. 575 of 9th Oct., 1880, ruled that six montfis’ 
military duty should be required of medical ofi&cers in civil 
employ before they could be promoted to a military administra- 
tive appointment. G.G.O., No. 426 of 4th Aug., 1882, modified 
this rule in so far as to dispense \vith military duty before pro- 
motion to civil administrative appointments ; but an officer so 
promoted is not eligible to hold a military administrative post. 
I.A.C. of 1884, clause 42, -repeat the order of 1880, but reduce 
the period of military duty required before promotion from six 
to two months. These three rules are given below. 

" RegimenUil duty required Jrom medical officers in dvil employ hejore 
-promotion, to the administrative grade. G.G.O., No. 575, dated gth Oct., 
i88o.« 

*' With a view to afiord medical officers of the Indian service employed in 
civil duties the' opportunity of acquiring the latest experience of military 
medical administration before their nomination for promotion to the 
administrative grade, which nominations will be made at a date to meet as 
nearly as possible forese^ vacancies, the Governor General in Council is_ 
pleased to notify that such officers, in the event of their not hawng per- 
formed military duty for six months within the three years immediately 
preceding the time of their probable promotion, shall, on nomination, be 
required to spend six months in medical charge of a native regin^ent at a 
station which is the headquarters of a Deputy Surgeon General, with whom 
they will be associated, in view to their acquiring a thorough acquaintance 
with the details of the office and the administrative system in force \vith 
British and native troops. An officer thus selected shall, when in charge 
of a native corps,relinquish thepay of his civil appointment, receiving in lieu ‘ 
that of an officer of his rank in medical charge of a regiment ; but he ^ylll 
retain a lien on his civil appointment, to which he may, shoiuld he desire to 
do so, revert on the expiration of the six months, and await his turn for 
promotion. Officers, on proceeding to join regiments, and on reverting .to 
civil duty, will be treated as officers on the military establishment, and 
travel under the warrants of their rank. 

" G.G.O., No. 426, dated 4th Aug., 1882. f 

" The Governor General in Council is pleased to notify that the pro- 
visions of G.G.O., No. 575 of 1880 do not apply to officers of the Indian 
Medical Service, who may be selected for promotion to Deputy Surgeon 
General with a view to appointment to the administrativejnedical charge 
of a province. ■ 

* I.M.D. Circs., 1880, pp. 48-49. t Ibid., 1882, p. 43. 
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Ofnc(;TS \vl»o have not complied with tlx; tenns of the above G.G.O. 
will not, however, be elipiblc lor appointment to the administrative grades 
of the Military Br.anch of the service." 

I. AX';, Afril, i.SSj, .j2.* 

" With a view to afford ntedical ofifeers of the Indian Service, the 
0)>]inrlnnity of acquiring some experience of military medical adminis- 
tration beiore their promotion to the atlministr.alive grade, the Governor 
(ieneral in Council is jde.T'ed to notify that Ilrigade Stirgconr. selected for 
Mu'h promotiou'i. in t1»e event of their not having jK'rfonned at least six 
months military <luty within the three years immedi.ately preceding, shall 
be attached lor two months to the olVice of a lti‘]»uly Surgeon General before 
they are j>romotod. 

*' t'lau'-e 1.J5, hulin Army Ciu'uhrs, iSSo, is cancelled." 

Indian Navy. — Servico in Iho Indian Navy was always con- 
sidered as inilifavy duly. This navy appears to have come 
liT.adnaUy into existence early in the scvcnlccnlU century, and 
may In*, said f<i dale its hirfh front 1612, when Captain Best 
defeat(d the Portuj;ttese fleet in a naval battle off Sural. In 
1613 a small local force t>f ships t»f wav was established at Sural, 
for defence and naval warfare. When the seat of Govcniment 
wa^i finally transferred to Bombay in 16S7, that city naturally 
became the headquarters of the fleet also, and it came to be known 
by the title of the Bombay Marine. 

.'Nmong the Bombay Musfer RoHs preserved in the Record 
Department of the India Oflice, arc numerou.s lists of all the 
Europeans serving in the Bombay Navy, between 1740 and 1760, 
from Commanders domi to ordinary seamen. f 

The oldest of these lists is dated iqlh Jan., i739/dO, near the 
end of the second volume, i72S-.}0. It shows eight vessels, of 
which four earned Surgeons. 

Piivre of W'tAcs GnWvty . . William D.aws, Surgeon. 

liosr Galley .... William Hcdcrwicke, Surgeon. 

Xcpliitif's Prize . . . Robert Trotter, Surgeon. J 

Trial Sloop .... William Scarfc, Surgeon. 

Four other vessels of war, the Princess Carolina Galley, the 
Salamander Bomb Ketch, § the Defiance Prahm,l| and the Triumph 

* J.M.D. Circs., iS8.p p. 29. 

t Uombay Muster Polls, Vols. II-V. 

J In the list of 19th J.an., 1739/40, no Surgeon is shown in the complement of 
the Neptutu's Prise. Robert Trotter's name appears in another list, later in 
the same year. 

§ Ketch, a galliot-built vessel, with two masts, of 100-150 tons burthen. 

II Prahui or praam, a kind of heavy lighter, for coast defence. 
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Pralim had no medical officers in their complemeint. Three 
boats and eleven galUvats * are also shown in the list, carrying 
crews of only a few men each. 

In the following year, a list, in Vol. Ill of the RqWs, dated 
25th Dec., 1741, shows — 

Bombay, Grab f . . • Thomas Baprowby, Surgeon. 

Restoration, Grab . . . Robert Trotter, Surgeon. 

Rose, Galley . ' . . . John Bluett, Surgeon. 

Neptune's Prize . . . Robert Wallis, Surgeon. 

•Only the larger ships carried medical officers. In a few cases 
a Surgeon’s Mate as well as a Surgeon is shown. And one list 
in Volume IV, dated 20th Novi, 1752, shows the ship Guardian as 
carrying . three, John Parker, Surgeon ; Robert Huett, first 
Surgeon’s Mate ; and John Pritchard, second Surgeon’s Mate. 

A Despatch from Court to Bombay, dated 4th April, 
deals wth the administration of the Marine in paras. 9 to 29. 
Para. 24 runs as follows : — • 

" That the Surgeons have fifty Rupees per month and a Servant, and as 
a, further encouragement that they be removed from the Marine to the 
Subordinate Factories according to their Seniority, and as vacancies 
happen, and from thence to the presidency.” 

Few medical ofdcers seem to have served long in, the Nasg/..-. 
Some died, some were transferred to the land' service, others 
took their discharge after a few years’ service. ' Of those whose 
names are mentioned above, Barrowby had previously served at 
Bombay and at Gombroon ; Parker, after twelve years’ service 
afloat, became Surgeon successively of Tellicherri, of Gombroon, 
and of Bombay, where he died. Trotter, who went to India as 
a private soldier, put in thirty years’ service in the Medical De- 
partment. After seventeen years in the Navy, he is shown, in 
Bombay Muster Rolls, Vol. V, p. 343, as “ discharged to Fort 
Victoria, 31st Aug., 1757;” In 1759 he was transferred to 
Anjengo ; in the following year he was passed over for the post 
of Surgeon at Bombay, and at Anjengo he spent twelve years. 
He was invalided from 23rd Jan., 1770, being the first -niedical 
of&cer to whom a pension was granted, and died at Anjengo on 
4th Sept., 1771. , 

* Gallivat, a galley of small draught, or warboat, ivith oneJjanteTJTOSdS*-— 

f Grab, or gharab, Arab name for galley [ghorab, a ravenj. A square-rigged 
vessel TOth one or two masts, of 100-300 tons burthen. The grab Bombay, of 
24 guns, was built in Bombay dockyard in 1739. 
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Si'vvicc as a medical oflicor in the Navy was always unpopular. 
The pay was fair. A Bombay G.O. of 30111 Nov., 1837, shows 
the pay of an Assistant Surf'con in medical charge of a cruiser as 
Rs.306 10. 0. per month. That is twenty rupees a month more 
ib:ui t^W: “ unemployed pay,” Ks. 2S6. 10. 0., which so many 
.Surgeons in Bengal were drawing in 1882-S3, nearl}' lialf a century 
later. When the Indian Navy was abolished, the paj' of an 
.Assistant Surgeon alloat was Rs.318. 10. 0., about as much as he 
would have drawn ash»>re. No medical oflicers of higher rank 
than .Assistant Surgeon served in the Navy. But the cramped, 
close (pjarters. the rigid disciiilinc, and the monotonous life, made 
service, at sea inferior from most points of view, to service on any 
militarv duty on land. Instances mav be. found, but they arc few, 
in which an .Assist.ant Surgeon deliberately chose to continue his 
Service afloat after the time when he could claim relief had an'ivcd. 

In the eighloenlh century samv of the junior officer.*; of the 
Bengal Service w<'re sometimes employed afloat, but from about 
iSoo on the medical ofncer.*i of the Indian Navy were supplied 
entirely from the Bombay Service. A Bombaj^ G.O. of 13th 
May, 1836, lay.s dowm rules for the supply of medical officers for 
duty on board ship. 

" Jiousbny Casik, Mny 13, 1836. The Kight Hon. the Governor in 
Council is pleased to establish the following regulations for the appointment 
ol medical ofneers to the Indian X.avj* bnanch of the service. 

'* i.st. Assistant Surgeons shall perfonn three years duty on shore 
previous to being nominated to the Indi.an Navy. 

" end. The junior, after three yeans service, shall be ordered to the 
Presidency, ‘ in w.aiting ' as next for duty, the next in succession taking his 
jilace at Bombay .as soon as he is embarked. 

** 3rd. Each Assistant Siirgeon shall perform two years duty afloat ; 
if, during that period, he is relieved, owing to ill health, he shall bring up 
the j>eriod of absence, and be the firat for duty after his recovery. 

'* .jth. It will be the duty of the Mcdic.al Board to recommend arrange- 
ments to Govcniment to obviate any delay in the reliefs. 

" 5th. An Assistant Surgeon, desirous of extending his naval service 
beyond the period specified, will be allowed to do so. 

" Cth. Tlie Right Hon. the Governor in Council is also pleased to 
resolve, that simultaneously with the introduction of the foregoing rules, a 
consolidated medical allowance of Rs.ioo per mensem for each ship shall 
be granted in lieu ol the sums at present drawn as head-money and allow- 
ance for petty stores by Assistant Surgeons in the Indian Navy." 

The rules for employment for Assistant Surgeons in the Indian 
Navy were somewhat modified in the following year, by Bombay 
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G.O. of 7th March, 1837. The chief changes made by this order 
were as follows. That all Assistant Surgeons between one and four 
years’ service* should be liable to serve in the Navy, the junior 
officers of that standing being called on first That no medical 
officer should be called on to serve more than two years in. the 
Na\y, or to serve in it after completing four years’ total service, 
except by his oum desire. If the supply of Assistant Surgeons;-liable 
for service afloat under the above restrictions, was not equal to 
the demand,- the deficiency was to be made up ; (a) by keeping 
men afloat after completion of four 5^ears’ total service, till they 
had completed two 5^ears’ sea service ; (&) by employing Assistant 
Surgeons udth between six and twelve months* total service ; 
(c) by calling out Assistant Surgeons with over four years’ total 
seirvice, beginning with the most junior. 

^ Gradually the posts of medical officer on board the smaller 
sliips came to be filled by members of the subordinate medical 
service. When the Indian N&vy was abolished, on 30th April, 
+he transfer of the Government of India from the 
/fco'. to ® taken by the Bombay and 

'Benffal Marine Servicmr?.’ aftenvards united to form 

the Royal Indian Mai^P®' steadily diminished 

in numbers during the when_^noneu^pojntj__ 

ments to the service were maae, mgofcardfifes could no longer • 
be spared for service afloat. Some of the appointments on board 
ship were held for some time by members of the Uncoverianted 
Medical Service, but gradually all the medical appointments 
afloat, rvith one single exception, came to be .filled by members 
of the sub-medical serrrice, who carried out the duties as well, 
or nearly as well, on much lower rates of pay. And for over 
thirty years past the only medical appointment afloat which has _ 
been filled by a commissioned medical officer is that of Surgeon 
and Naturalist on the R.I.M. S.S. Investigator, the survey ship of 
the Royal Indian Marine. 

Languages ^Some slight acquaintance ivith the vernacular 

languages has always been expected from medical officers. A. 
Bombay G.O. of 7th Nov., 1835, orders that no medical officer 
shall in future be confirmed in any appointment until after 
passing a colloquial examination in either Hindusj^ij_Mg£g; ^* 
or Gujarathi. In Bengal, G.O.C.C. of 20th Appl^ 1844. contamS 
rules for language examinations, and states that orders passec 
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tisi is'i T'CtS* h i< ijiijjr .01 As'‘i"(ant S»n/:r<tn.‘' tO (he Indian Ann^' (o 
•vtt.iin .1 <(>H<'<)ni.O UnowltOo’ <0 Hindnstani vccriving 

llv ''tall .'01'r,van<'r;. L*i nn liir.O «'har(;»‘ «»1 nali\T Irnops. Since. 

i* Ini'- Iv'-n n« < ‘•■'Siiy l"r a jncdiral «»fnccj‘ l<i pa^s the Lower 
Mar.iV.tui in IJinOn'-iani. .»n rx.uninali(»n a /ii>od deal .stiffer 
ine.v ilnsn it w.',*- thirty yraiv .»}:<«. h' h>ir drawing staff pay for 
:iny .sj^pi’inlirant. ^r .my p.iy hiplnr th.sn (:tad<* pay, or, as it. 
n-'cd tf V'l" t .•.lied, nin jn)0<*y<-d p.iV. 

Co'il.atcral Ch.arp.cs.“--K«l«s j</:.irdin{: ini-diral ofhoer.s in 
nnlii.ivy •tjnpltiy Jn-ldinr: i<'U.<t‘-r.O civil c-harf;i-s, and, vice vrrsii, 
ti\;l h'Odi’.n; c<01.'.i«J.O inilitaiy chanas, wore laid down 

351 J.n53f:.tl G.O. <>i i ‘til M.trch. sS.in. IVactica.lly the same rules 
..!< Mill in ftiiK-. N*n nfrn«r, civil t.i nnlit.try, is at liberty to 
thtlijjo ii'.i'h I tOl-tii ;.-.l <h.ii 

" r Ij Wjlh l*-lrt(-3lrr to tjj'* 

.',c jr'.tfJ Jji ;ii Sj.<- Sr, Jr',.,;y tot);r (lov'riJjrnrnt of Intti.i in tllC 

il.-.'.r 'j.r- y’'. j,.. j{ j. J;ijtj\v55 to the 

53, r. a. ..1 < 5:. I rj- T 3 *l,c .-asav. i' s thr;* jssttsir tli.u wjifn .n ninliral 

D" *1*^“ ^ * *'#*«•'« fttr; 40 t'hjrf to a chaser comhininn both 
<'A;3 d'.stjr-'. t’.r < tifh*. to br <».:;• iUcirtl tlic piimaiy 

< t 2.!5!5 *.i» J.s' j’.ahJ.-.sy p-.y anil .tlltat.-.ncr-., whil'-t the latter is 

< !.5\ t < ‘.!.,tr}.,J ih.i'jT, Jt ; ^\3.:ch thr jcfrnl.itjo!;'' .anthoiire an iv<t.ablinhcd 
3,< r ; b'.i! '.t’.m a sj.rilie..! 1 5 :kr: j-. nonjin.-itril by Government to 
I ;:..i.,tr .1 -"..itain, tl,..*. hi’* tJib tatuive appointment, cn- 

tj:’.':;:' ’."u'. il ..3!<!i\..r< . ..taJ fx-r any jujlitasy cliarf.e incident.'il there- 

to I,-- M,-] frvn'. r the jr:'5;I.itr S hr.,»!-r.j»<:!ry, o! uthf! allowance, roco{jnizc<l 

lr.‘ ".’jr :r itJt tl tl.r 


(ir.vt. uf India, lli-nie Dij»t.. N». Jd/5^y”75 Mcdl. of i 5 lh 
N\a‘., jSSo (/..’»/./>. Ciu'?.. p. O.j), directs that the control 
of M'tiC'i- of tisr I.M.S. Mivinp. under Local Gt)vernincnts resls 
with line.'.- (iitvi-rninen*-'. a.nd that applicatitms from Local 
ticiVi-nmicnt'- L-r the ‘^ervices of medical ofiicers for civil cmploj' 
mm-t b'- made iti th.e (jovemmenl of India. Rules for applica- 
tions frt‘ 53 j medical olheers from civil employment arc given in Circ., 
No. 39 of i 5 tb Nov., ilj 8 o,from the Surgeon -General, Her Majesty’s 
Forces. {J.M.D. Circs, for iSSo, p. 65 .) 

" Covuol 0/ ojj'icns 0/ the Iv.diai: Medical Sen ice serving wider Local 
GuverwntiHs.* 

'■ Govt, of India Home Dept, No. Mcdic.1l of 15 Nov., 1880. 
Ptita, s. . . . All applic.itions for the .services of medic.il ofTtcers required 
by Local Governmont-; :houkl be addressed to the Government of India 

• l.M.D. Cites., i8So, p. 0.). 
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in this (Home) Department. It is to be understood that medical ofiBicers 
so employed arfe only lent to the Local Government at whose disposal they 
have for the time been placed, and that they caimot be transferred, either 
permanently or temporarily, from one Local Government to another. Such 
transfer can be made only by the Government of India in this Depai^ent. 

“ Para. 3. Nor can officers attached to Local Governments be ^[.Urned 
to military duty without the previous sanction of the Government of 
India in the Military Department. All applications for such return should 
be addressed to the Home Department.” 

Para. 3. (States that Medical Depots are directly under the. Surgeon 
General with the Government of India.) 

” Applications for Civil Medical Appointments to he registered in the 
Office of the Surgeon General with the Govt, of India.^ 

” Circular No. 39 of 15*^ Nov., 1880, from Surg. Genl., H.M.'s Forces. 

“ At the request of the Surgeon General with the Government of India, 
medical officers who may wish for civil or other appointments, not under 
this office, as shewn in the list appended to Government of India Resolution, 
No. 2106 S.C., dated the 19th October, 1880, are informed that they should 
send their names through the usual channel, to be registered in the Office 
of the Surgeon General with the Government of India — ^stating at the same 
time their claims, the nature of the appointment they desire, and the part 
of India in which they are anxious to serve. 

" Any change in their wishes on these points should also be com- 
municated without delay. 

" This registration will not interfere with the present arrangement, 
under which medical officers may apply direct for appointments to Local 
Governments ; but unless their names are registered'i'U-th'B'office'df'filo- 
Surgeon General with the Government of India, there will be delay in their 
transfer.” 

PracticaEy the same circular is issued as Circ., No. 6/c of 14th 
Feb., 1881, by the Surg.-Genl. with the Govt, of India. {I.M.D. 
Circs., 1881, p. 10.) 

Prior to 1884 the selection of medical officers rested practically 
■ in the hands of the various Local Govts., which applied for and 
obtained the services of individual officers by name. Govt, of 
India, Home Dept., No. 10/243-53 of 9th June, 1884 {I.M.D. 
Circs., 1884, p. 33), orders that, in future, the selection of indivi- 
dual officers wiU be made by the Govt, of India, Local Govts, 
applying only for the services of one or more officers. 

Medical Officers for Civil employment to he selected hy the Government of 
India. 

“Govt, of India, Home Dept. (Medical), No. ^ of 9th June, 1884- 

" Resolution. The present practice under which Local-GO-Vern^^^®" 
and Administrations, when requiring medical officers for civil 
apply for the services of particular officers, materially interferes with the 

* I.M.D. Circs., 1880, p. 65. ' , 
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discipline and general administratior of the Indian Medical Department. 
The Governor General in Council is, therefore, pleased to decide that in 
future when the services of a medical officer are required either permanently 
or temporeaily for civil employ, it will be sufficient for the Local Govern- 
ment er Administration concerned to report the fact, leaving to the Govern- 
ment of India the selection of a suitable officer to fill the vacancy in the 
provincial list. 

" 2. The decision now conveyed does not contemplate any change in the 
power of Local Governments or Administrations to regulate the posting 
of medical' officers to particular appointments in the different provinces. 
When once a medical officer has been placed at its disposal, the Local 
Government or Administration will continue, as at present, to utilize his 
services as it may think best.” 

Govt, of India, Home Dept., Medical, Order No. 13/372-81, 
of 30.th Aug., 1884 {I.M.D. Circs., 1884, p. 61), directs that the 
sanction of the Government of India must be obtained before a 
medical officer in civil employ is permanently confirmed. 

The relative amount of professional work in military and in 
civil employment respectively has varied greatly from time to 
time. For three-quarters of a century after the formation of 
the I.M.S., military duty necessitated much, civil employ little 
professional work. An officer who had spent much time in civil 
employ was supposed, it is to be presumed with truth, to have 
become slack and out of touch with his profession, from want of 
practice. So early as 1762 we find the Bengal Government 
recommending their Surgeons in mihtary employ for promotion 
to the posts of most importance, as having more professional 
experience. A Letter from Fort William, dated 8th April, 1762,- 
states, in para. 38 — 

" Surgeons & Assist*® in the C° Service on this Establishm*. List of them 
now sent, those marked as Camp Surgeons having more Experience in the 
nature of Disorders in this Country than any new men, are recom*^®^ to 
succeed.” 

In 1789 this view is very plainly set forth in a letter contained 
in the Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 9th July, 
1789, from the Adjutant-General to Surgeon Robert Wilson, who 
had applied to return to military duty with a view to promotion.* 

" To James Ellis, Esq. President Hospital Board. 

" Sir. The Commander-in-Chief has directed me to tiansmit the 
enclosed le+ter tq Robert Wilson, through your Board. 

" (Signed) Peter Murray, Adjutant General, 8 July, 1789.” 

* For Murray see Chap. XV, The Double Commissions, and for Wilson sec 
Chap. XVII, Rank. 
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" To Robert Wilson, Surgeon. 

" Sir. In consequence of your having intimated that you were ready 
to quit your Civil Situation and do duty with the Army, the Commander-in- 
Chief has directed me to acquaint you that he will appoint you to one of the 
European Battalions when a vacancy happens, but that, as from your ‘ 
long residence at Chittagong your medical experience must necessarily-- 
have been 'much circumscribed, he cannot encourage you to expect to be 
appointed for a considerable time to the charge of a General Hospital." 

" Adjutant General’s Office, 25**^ June, 1789. 

" (Signed) Peter Murray, Adjutant General.”- • 

Half a century later, the same opinion is given, in much more 
forcible language, by Surgeon, afterwards I.G. Sir Ranald Martin, 
one of the most distinguished officers who has ever served in the 
I.M.S., in a memo, on the conditions of the service, dated 8th 
June, 1838, submitted to the- Government of Bengal.* 

" Pam. 9. I hold the civil appointment of Surgeons and Assistant 
Surgeons as now managed to be -the greatest injury, both to -the interests 
of the medical service and to those of the army. 

" The Commercial habits acquired at a civil station, and too .frequently 
■the habits of professional idleness, induced by want of practice, all tend 
greatly to disqualify such as have passed any number of .years in such 
places for a return to -their proper duties with the army. ; indeed, many of 
them are so well aware of this as to quit the service sooner than place them- 
selves in so irksome a situa-tion as that of a military surgeon. In idleness 
a medical officer loses confidence and consequence in his own eye, and his 
respect very soon vanishes -with the public. 

" Pam. 10. I hold that no Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon should be 
allowed to remain longer than -three years at a ci-vdl sta-tion, and that for 
every three years so misspent, he should serve five years with the army. 
The a-ttempt to qualify for -the important duty of Superintending Surgeon 
by making a man who had been from 15 to 25 years at a civil sta-tion serv^e 
two years -in' a military capacity seems, to say the least, but illconsidered. 

" Pam. II. The granting of extra professional offices to the Surgeons 
and Assistants of dvil stations, such as siidder ameeenships and post- 
' masterships, tends to divert them from their proper duties, and thus 
disqualify them for a return to the army. These ser-vdees are dearly 
purchased which tend to render a man a worse surgeon and physician.” 

To US at the present day it seems strange to hear it said that 
medical officers in civil employ get .slack and out of touch \vith 
professional work from absolute want of practice therein. For 
the past half-century the tendency has been entirely in the 
opposite direction. The Military Surgeon, except in times of 
war and epidemic, has had comparatively little 
Civil Surgeon has had most ample opportunity of professions 

* Fayrer’s Life of Sir Ranald Martin, pp. 86, 87. 
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work, both medical and surgical, in the headquarters hospital 
of liis district, not to mention his police and jail hospitals, his 
outlying ^Y'wisaries, liis official patients, and possibly a large 
private^ctice. Between 1870 and 1880 a gi-eat extension of 
in ci\nl hospitals took place, first in the N.-W. P. and 
lOudh, followed rapidly by other provinces, and a continuous 
increase has gone on to the present day. Some officers, Freyer, 
Keegan, and H. Smith, to mention only a few, have attained a 
woiid-vide reputation as surgeons, and have been second to none 
in their respective specialities; while- every Civil Surgeon has 
been expected to be able to cany out, with the means at his dis- 
posal, almost all major surgical operations, and, with few ex- 
ceptions, has been equal to the demand upon his professional 
capacity. But a centuiy ago the case was very different. The 
Cinl Surgeon’s professional work (hen cf)nsislcd in attendance 
oh a few Government servants, and in that alone. Private 
practice was non-existent, except in a few specially favoured 
posts, such as the Presidency cities, half a dozen large mofmsil 
toMTis, and the chief Residency surgeoncies. The only hospitals 
in the mofussil were military hospitals, for troops and followers, 
under militar}? surgeons. Ilospitals or dispensaries for the 
general population there were none. It was not, in most cases, 
until the- thirties of the nineteenth centuiy that such hospitals 
were first started at the headquarters of districts, chiefl}^ by the 
energy of indiridual Civil Surgeons. Even so late as the second 
half of the last cenlur3\ the Bcitgal Medical Regulations of 1851 
direct that the number of in-patients in civil dispensaries in the 
mofussil must be limited to eight, chiefl}* surgical cases.* The 
Civil Surgeon, with hardly any professional work, naturally got 
slack and out of practice. He frequently filled various non- 
professional posts, with extra work and extra jiay ; often he was 
postmaster of his station, not uncommonly registrar of deeds, 
sometimes sadr amin, or subordinate judge. If his time and 
energies were not thus occupied by Government, they were 
probably devoted to zamindari, planting, or trading. He was 
hardly a medical officer at all, rather a Government official ivith 
some medical knowledge and duties. 

Now the pendulum seems to be swinging again in the oth^ 
dire'etion. The Ciril Surgeon, with his multifarious duties, Ids 

* Pane 2.10. rule .11. 
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hospitals, his medico-legal work, his semi-professional duties 
as superintendent of the jail, and of vaccination, and as health 
officer, his administrative work in his office, sometimes a large 
and heavy office, his non-professional work as member of the 
Dikrict Board and of the municipahty, is worked up to his 
fullest capacity. His hospital work as a rule ensures his being " 
a good surgeon and a fair physician. But for bacteriological 
and scientific work, which are becoming yearly more important, 
especially in the tropics, he has not the necessary leisure. It is 
only the specialist who can afford the time necessary for such 
work. The military medical officer, on the other hand, except 
at times of special stress, has usually more leisure, part of which 
he may devote to scientific work. Many do so, with little recogni- 
tion. But it was in the comparative leisure of a mihtary medical 
charge that the most distinguished member of the service in oiir 
day. Major Sir Ronald Ross, found time to begin the researches 
which were later crowned with such ample success. 

Station Hospitals. — The Station Hospital system for British 
troops in India was introduced in i88i, by I.A.C. of July, i88i, 
clause 147 {I.M.D. Circs., 1881, p. 41). It appears probable that 
in the near future a similar system will be introduced for native 
troops, and regimental hospitals either- abolished or greatiy 
diminished in importance. The present system of regimental 
hospitals, while it is popular with the troops themselves, this 
indeed being the reason it has endured so long, and with the 
junior regimental medical officers, is not popular -with the seniors, 
and has the grave defect that a senior Lieut.-Colonel is doing 
exactly the same work, with the same responsibilities, as he did 
as a Lieutenant, soon after he first entered the service. 

The station hospital system for native troops was in force, 
in the eighteenth century. The Proceedings of the Calcutta 
Medical Board of 14th June, 1797, contain a memorial from ten 
' Surgeons of native regiments, asking that regimental hospitals 
may be established, their request being supported by the opinions 
of commanding officers. From this memorial it appears that all 
cases of sickness in native regiments, at headquarter stations, 
were sent straight to the general hospital of the station, no 
treatment being given regimentally. The Head Surgeon of the 
General Hospital drew all allowances for medicines, "'diets, duller' 
etc. ; the regimental Surgeon drew no allowances and kept up 
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' no medicines. From this it appears that the Head Surgeon was 
still an executive even more than an administrative ofiScer. 

The Medical Board forw^ded this memorial to the Commander- 
in-Chief, giving their opinion against it. -They considered that 
medical allowances should be drawn and medicines provided by 
TEe^ Head Surgeon only. They state that as there are three 
. medical officers attached to each regiment, one at least of them 
should visit the general hospital daily, and treat the sick of his 
own regiment, under the orders of the Head Surgeon ; the com- 
plaint of want of professional work is therefore imfounded. 

No action appears to have been taken on this memorial. It is 
possible that a desire to draw, and to make a profit off, the hospital 
allowances, had as much to do with it, as any desire for increased 
professional experience. 



CHAPTER XVir 


RANK 

" The rank is but the guinea's stamp.” 

’ Burks, Honest Poverty. 

In the early settlements of the Company in India the question 
of rank seems to have been of little importance. The President 
or Agent of course stood first ; the other officers were under his 
orders. Next to the President came the members of his Cotincil. 
Wilson, in his Early Annals, Vol. I, p. 62, gives the order ofi rank 
at the Hugh factory, then the Company’s headquarters in 
Bengal, towards the end of the seventeenth century, as koUows : 
The governing body consisted of four members : (i) th^j Agent, 
who was chief of aU the Factories in the Bay ; (2) the Acer )untant ; 
(3) the Storekeeper ; (4) the Purser Marine. Fifth in y 
the Secretary. The Chaplain, when there was one, rankled third, 
next after the Accountant ; the Surgeon sixth, after the {secretary. 
Then came the Steward, and after him the general bodiy of mer- 
chants, factors, writers, and apprentices. The wrifters were 
then, as the name implies, only clerks ; the merchants aind factors 
little more. But from this small body of commerci^ servants 
has developed the finest governing body in the worldj/the Indian 
Civil Service. r 

In Oct., 1678, Strejmsham Master, then Agent fat Fort St. 
George, passed the following orders regarding the Relative rank 
of military and civil officers : — * / 

" Upon the Petition of the Officers of the Garrison, Jtheir places of 
Precedency were ranked with the Marchants and Factorfe as followeth; 
Captain in the Degree of Senior Marchant, Lieutenant i^ the Degree of 
Marchant; Ensigne in the Degree of Factor; Serjean^ in the Degree 

* Indian Records Series, The Diaries of Streynsham Master, .i675=^o7'edited — 
by Sir R. C. Temple, tivo vols., igii. The passage quoted is from Vol. I, Intro- 
duction, p. 73. 
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because, having ho commission, he is liable to be flogged at the 
discretion of a commanding officer. 

“ To Alex' Davidson, Esq'. — Sir. On perusing a Covenant which was 
this morning presented to me, in order to be executed, and knowing that 
I hold my Employ as Surgeon, without any Commission from the Ho bble 
Company consequently subject to be brought to the Halberts,- or su&eiT” 
Corporal Punishment, at the Pleasure of a Commanding Officer. . I am 
earnestly to request the favour of your Interceding with the Governor & 
Council, for leave to address them on so Interesting a Subject before I 
sign the Indenture, which leaves Me, no redress for any Hardships, I may 
suffer, in the service of the Honble Company. Your compliance with 
this my Desire will oblige very much. Sir, Your very obedient Servant, 
Tho® Davis. Trich^, e*''. Sept. 1772.” 

Lucas and Davies were informed that, if they did not execute 
their covenants, they would be dismissed. They then ffid so. 
None of the other medical officers in the Madras Service seem to 
have raised any objection. Probably Davies was correct in 
stating that, serving without any commission, he was technically 
liable to be flogged at the discretion of his commanding officer. 
But no case seems to be recorded in which corporal punishment 
was inflicted on a medical officer, or even in which its infliction 
was threatened. 

The order of 20th Oct., 1763, which constituted the Beng^ 
Medical Service, instituted three ranks, Head Surgeons, Su^eons, 
and Surgeons’ Mates ; the latter again divided into two grades. 
Hospital Mates and Regimental Mates, The distinction between 
Hospital and Regimental Mates was abolished , by a Bengal 
G.O. of 23rd July, 1787, quoted in the Proceedings of the Calcutta 
Medical Board of 13th Aug., 1787. The same orders were passed 
for Bombay in a Public Letter from Court, dated 8th April, 
1789, para. 33. 

A distinction seems to have been recognised, however, 
especially in Madras, between two classes of Assistant Surgeons or 
Hospital Mates ; members of the first class eligible for promotion 
and for succession in turn to the higher posts in the Service, 
members of the second class debarred from rising higher than the 
grade of Assistant Surgeon. Foreigners were, usually but not in- 
variably, kept in the second class. The Madras Mily. Cons, of 
8th April, 1771, give a list of the Medical Service, which includes 
twenty-eight names, viz. eighteen Surgeons, four Mates, and'six„^ 
“ Assistants, not to rise.” Among these six who were debarred 
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from promotion, is included Terence Galiagan, who in his turn 
became President of the Medical Board. His career therein is 
related in Chap. XXIII, Admmistmtioii ; The Medical Boards. 
Similarly, in Bomba}^ three Assistant Surgeons, C. M. Kelm (or 
K^Jj.^Gabriel Alvares, and W. Schott, all foreign names, were 
Sharked as unranked Assistant Surgeons, not to rise. In Bengal 
a similar class does not seem to have existed. Orders were occa- 
sionall)'^ passed that a particular man was not to be promoted ; 
but such orders, as in Gahagan’s case, usually became a dead 
letter. The case of the Bengal Assistant Surgeons, who voluntarily 
and deliberatelj'^ gave up promotion, is, of course, different. 

The term Hospital Mate is usually used as synonymous with 
Assistant Surgeon. But in the Bombay Cons, of loth Dec., 1741, 
it is used for a native dresser or “ black doctor.” 

The Bengal Minutes of Council of 14th Jan., 1783, direct that 
Assistant Surgeons appointed by the Court in England rank 
senior to those locallj^ appointed during the same year in 
India. 

" Resolved tliat henceforward tlie same Rule respecting the Rank of 
Assistant Surgeons be observed wludi has been Established for the rank 
of Cadets appointed in Europe and in India, that is to say, that the Assis- 
tant Surgeons appointed by the Honble Court of Directors, shall take 
► precedence of those app*' in the Country, in the same year, by the Board.” 

From the earliest times, however, a distinction had been 
made between the posts of Surgeon and of Surgeon's Mate, and 
' before 1764 it had been recognised that some senior rank was 
necessary, that some of the Surgeons must serve under the orders 
of others. The first Head Surgeons mentioned, however, were 
only the two senior Surgeons in the province, holding the two 
most important posts, those of Surgeon in Calcutta. They were 
consulted by the Council on professional subjects, but their 
administrative powers were very vague. 

A letter from Fort William, dated 8th April, 1762, reports, 
in para. 24 — * 

" Surgeon Plenderleath was unfortunately drowned, Clement 
Croke succeeds him as one of the Head Surgeons of the Presidency, and 
M' John Davidson, who has been a long time in the Army, succeeds 
Crooke at Chittagong.” 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol I, 1760-70, p. 63. Crooke's name is 
differently spelt on the two occasions on which it is given. 


300 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

On Crooke’s death in the Patna Massacre in Oct., 1763, three 
of the senior Surgeons' declined the reversion of his post, pre- 
ferring to remain at their mofussil stations.-" The Bengal Cons 
of 9th Nov., 1763, note that, owing to the death of M^CrJ ol^ 
Head Surgeon — ‘ ^ 


“ who was amongst the gentlemen at Patna," Russell, the Surgeon a 
Dakka, is, according to the late establishment, the nex± in success?, on 
” But as he, as well as FuUarton at Patna, and M' Da-vidson at Chitta 
gong, have been long servan-ts to tlie Company, it is agreed to reservi 
■them the liberty of choosing whether they -will return to Calcutta, or remaii 
at the Subordinates, and to prevent any Detention in filling up -the vacanciei 
which may occur," they are to be ■^tten to and warned, " if they shoulc 
now decline to return tq^Calcu'tta in ■tlxeir' ro'ta'tion, .they must relinquisl 
all future pretensions to the appointment of one of the Head Surgeons." 


The same Cons, on 25th Nov., 1763, record that Messrs 
RusseU, FuUarton, and Davidson iitiv’jng chosen to remain a' 
•their stations, Mr. EUis is appointed onelof the Head Surgeons al 
Calcutta in the place of Mr. Crooke, anc .. Mr. CainpheU, Surgeor 
of Kasimbazar, in place of Mr. Ham ; also Messrs. Thomas 
Anderson, Robert Hunter, Andrew \ViUiams, and WUliair 
Macdonald, appointed Surgeons to the A/rmy. 

In spite of the above warning, liavidson was appointed 
He^ Surgeon at the Presidency somewlt^kts'^ STigeon^”^"' ' 

The Madras Mily. Cons, of ist Dec., i ^ two grades, 
for hospitals, and a note to ito^onbftween 

Stephen Bnggs is to draw an aUowancL^ by a Bengal 
smce his appointment to be Surgeo^/. Calcutta 

^ post only lasted sonte three yeffeLt^rf^ied, 

Feb., 1763, note that there is no fur^ . j gth April, 
General, the troops' having returned®*- - 

j™., 1764, theynote that Colley Lnci however, 

winch was going home, offered to entVfSit “ ' 

P»y, and asked for the post of Sul^Sor promotion 
Bngp. Lucas rvas mformed that thd the Service, 

had been abolished, and that he could nS|^„ higher than the 
any of the Company’s Surgeons; but l! ,^uaily but not in- 
M M Surgeon, next below Mr. Gray. 4 ^ Jny. Cons, of 
In the same Cons, of ist Feb., 1764, ’ * ' ' ' ’ ’ — 


j? 77 Ham and Da'vidson, as well as 
Fullerton. and the Patna Massacre 


J.YJ. vvjr • - 

Service, which includ^ 
3, four Mates; andrSL- 
£e six who were debarred 
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of Lucas as Suvgoon-IMajor at Madras,. T. H. Davies being ap- 
pointed Surgcon-!Major in the field, in place of Lucas. In 1783 
the titles of Brigade Surgeon and Superintending Surgeon arc ‘ 
cinp^03'ed ; the former in a letter from Surgeon Thomas Weston, 
W I2lh Feb., requesting to be appointed a Surgeon equal in 
rank to Brigade Surgeon to the arm}' under Colonel Jones; 
this request was refused, Sui'gcon George Anderson having been 
appointed to the post ; the latter in the Cons, of 20th June, 1783, 
where regulations were passed, to be observed by the Super- 
intending Surgeon. This oflicer, however. Job Bulman, was 
only the Surgeon superintending medical stores, or medical 
storekeeper. 

In Wilson’s History of the Madras Army (Vol. II, p. 185) is 
quoted a IMadras G.O. of ^th Oct., 1784, wliich gives the strength 
of the Medical Department of that Presidency as one Surgeon- 
General, two Surgeon-JIajors, twenty-seven other Surgeons, and 
twenty Assistant Surgeons. A Letter from Court to Madras, dated ^ 
16th Feb., 1787, ordered the abolition of the ranks and titles of 
Surgeon-General and Surgeon-Major, after the establishment of 
the Medical Board. In 1790, however, the Medical Board were 
directed to arrange for the medical staff of the army in the field, 
■'for the third ^laisur war, and to recommend a competent person 
for Surgeon- JIaj or. Lucas, who had been second member of the 
Sledical Board since its formation, was also given the title of 
Surgeon-General to the Army. Dirom’s Narrative of the Campaign 
in India gives tluree Surgeon-Generals' names as serving wth 
the army : Jolm Laird, Bengal ; C. L. Lucas, Madras ; and A. G. 
Clugstone, Bombay, each with the troops of his o\m Presidency, 
dxuring the tlurd ^laisur War. 

The Madras Mily. Cons, of 26th May, 1786, contain the 
Proceedings of the newly-established Hospital Board for loth, 
•I2th, and 15th May, which were duly passed and approved by 
the Council. The Board recommend, among other things, the 
appointment of a senior officer in each general hospital, under 
the title of First Surgeon, to understudy and to take the place 
of the Head Surgeon, when required. They grade the Medical 
Service in five ranks. Medical Board, Head Surgeons, First 
_.Surgeons, Surgeons, and Hospital Mates or Assistant Surgeons. 
The First Surgeon, however, held an appointment rather than a 
definite rank, and the title was not long in use. The abolition 
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of both rank and title are ordered in the Mily. Cons, of ist May, 
1787, the four holders of these posts, in the four General Hospitals, 
being transferred to other appointments. In the same Cons. 
of ist May, 1787, orders were passed that commissions arel^be 
given to medical officers, as in His Majesty’s Service. ^ 

The first use of the title Surgeon-General in Bengal appears 
on 8th Nov., 1769, when Brigadier-General Richard Smith 
recommended to Government the appointment of a Surgeon- 
General for the Military Hospitals, as recorded in the Fort William 
Cons. 

A General Letter from Fort William, dated 25th Jan., 1770, 
reports in para. 57 {Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. I., 1760- 
1770, p. 403)— 

" Surgeon-General to the Army appointed at the recommendation of 
General Smith, 8*** November. James Anderson appointed at ten 
shpings a day." 

The name James is a clerical error, Anderson’s Christian name 
was Thomas. The salary was probably a staff allowance of ten 
shillings a day, in addition to the pay and allowances of Surgeon. 
- - Anderson appears either' toJiave resigned the appointment, 
or else to have been supersede^bji-D.aniel Campbeff, 'abouT 
Sept., 1775. In that month Campbell signs a certificate as 
Surgeon-General. On 30th Oct., 1776, he recommended Thomas 
Anderson, his predecessor, for leave to make a voyage to the 
Malabar Coast, for his health. Anderson died at Bombay in 
March, 1777. 

On 31st July, 1783, Surgeon-General Daniel Campbell Avrote 
to Brigadier-General Giles Stibbert, the Provincial Commander- 
in-Chief, suggesting that, on account of the great increase of 
the work of his office, a second Surgeon-General should be 
appointed for the Army, leaving the civil administrative work 
in his own hands. Campbell, of course, was not an administrative 
medical officer only ; he was also Surgeon to the Presidency, and 
as such had a very large amount of professional work, in attend- 
ance on the Company’s servants, civil and military. Stibbert 
agreed, and recommended to Government the appointment of 
Surgeon-Major Andrew Wi llia ms as Military jSurgeOT-General.^_ 
The Bengal Government, however, did not agree, and the appoint- 
ment was not made. 
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On 2<7tli Ntjv., 17S3, Catnpbell r*H|Ue;.b'd t*» be allowed to 
resign, with permission tt) resume his rank anti station on n turn 
from Europe, He left India towards tlw end of th'* yeai, .md 
was succeeded by Jame.s Ellis, who retuin'd from J{n{;Iand. 
after nine years* absence, to take up the pod, f'atnjde'jl was 
granted permission to return in a Jbspaifh fiom Coutt. d.it<d 
27th Jan.. 1785, and sailed for Indi.s. but di- d on lus u.iy out 
in Aug.. 1785, at Johanna, one of tlw Comoro ir l tiuh., b- tw<-.:-3 
the northern end of .Madagre-car and 1h" mainl.md of .‘tfri-r- 
He seems never to have don<* any miliia.iy dut y <■>.<' :4 - 
n.I.M.S. — VOL. I. ’ ' V 


3o6 history of THE INDIAN MEDICAt SERVIClE 

Surgeon-General. EUis had previously been head of the \dvil 
branch of the Service for three years, till he went home in 1V74. 
A Fort William General Letter, dated 12th Feb.,’Ty7i, repor^in 
para. 88 {Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. II, 1770^4* P* 74)— 

" First Surgeon John Taylor has resigned, and proceeds toEuS 
on the- Worcester, and is succeeded by James Ellis.” I 

Campbell’s appointment to succeed Ellis as First Surgeoil 
reported in a General Letter from Fort William, dated ist Ma™ 

1773, para. 53. But Ellis did not actually leave India for anot^ 
year. Another General Letter from Bengal, dated 15th Mar| 

1774, states in para. 108 that Ellis is lea\ung in the Rcsolntio 
the ship in which the letter was sent. 

The Bengal Minutes of Council of 27th Jan,, 1784, order thaf 
all applications from medical officers about rank are to be seni 
through the Surgeon-General. 

In 1765 the Bengal Army was reorganised by CUye in three 
brigades, each composed of one battalion of European Infantry, 
one company of Artillery, one risala of Native Cavalry, and seven 
battalions of sifahis.* The title of Surgeon-Major, \vith the 
allowances of a Major, was granted to the senior medical officer 
of each brigade. The Minutes of Council of-.4th .May.,_i.^7aj 
record — 

" Resolved that the Surgeons on this Establishment do succeed to 
Brigades according to Seniority.” 

Reference to the original papers shows that Sir Eyre Coote, 
the Commander-in-Chief, agreed %vith Surgeon-General Campbell’s 
opinion that these appointments should be made by seniority. 
Francis and Wheler agreed. Hastings and Barwell also agreed, 
but udth the stipulation " not with retrospective effect.” Four 
years later, in 1783, when Stibbert was Commander-in-Chief, 
he complained in strong terms of the system of promotion by 
seniority, as related in the preceding chapter. 

Bengal Minutes of Council, of 5th Aug., 1781, note — • 

" The Board have thought proper to Grant to the Station of a Surgeon 
Major the Rank of a Major, and the Pay & Batta of Majors of Infantry, 
serving in the European Regiments in the Army from the,ist oi.J^uuary, 
1781.” ■ ■' 

* Services of the Bengal Native Army, by F. G. Cardew, pp. 3^3^- 
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NatllrallJ^ a considerable nmnber of officers held the title 
and the rank, or rather post, for it hardly seems to have been 
considered a definite grade or rank, of Surgeon-Major, from 
time to time, one in succession to another. The titles of Surgeon- 
-'■^eneral and Surgeon-Major were abolished on the institution of 
ihe Medical Board, in 1786. The fii'st member of the Medical 
t|Board was then given the title of Physician General, the second 
/that of Chief Surgeon. These two titles were abolished by the 
jtourth clause of Lord Cornwallis’ Regulations of 1788. In 1786, 
51 the Minutes of Coiincii of 30th June, notify the appointment as 
j Head Surgeons of the three officers who up to that date held 
the posts of Surgeon-Major, Andrew Hunter, John Stormontli, 
and John Laird. 

The title of Surgeon-Major was occasionally loosely used* 
as applied to the first or senior Surgeon in a station. The 
Fort St. David Cons, of 4th Dec., 1711, refer to. the Surgeon 
there, Francis Jolly, as Chirurgeon Major. 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 13th April, 
1796, contain a memorial from Surgeons Burt and Collie, com- 
plaining that the ranks of Surgeon-General and Surgeon-Major 
were abolished by Lord Cornwallis in Bengal only, while in Madras 
th£*,rrnk of Surgeon-General was still retained, and Head Surgeons 
got the pay, quarters, and prize money of Majors. We have 
seen, however, that in Madras also these ranks were abolished on 
the institution of the Medical Board, and were only temporarily 
revived, in 1790, for the duration of the third Maisur War. 

The Bombay Cons, of 30th July, 1769, direct the appointment 
of a Surgeon-Major to the garrison, and nominate Samuel Richard- 
son to the post. The title of Surgeon-General does not seem to 
have been used in Bombay, and that of Surgeon-Major was 
abolished, as in Bengal and Madras, on the appointment of the 
Medical Board. 

" As many irregularities and neglects of the sick in thcii quarters have 
been found to arise from the Surgeons of the several battalions acting in 
their practice independent of any one of their profession. It is therefore 
agreed to appoint a Surgeon-major to the garrison, to whom the Surgeons 
. must be accountable for their proceedings, and who must also have inspec- 
tion of the Sepoy hospital when finished. The Surgeon major will receive 
the ten shillings a day as allowed at the other Presidencies, and permission 
■ to supply the Sepoy hospital wth country medicines. M*' Samuel Richard- 
son being esteemed a proper person for the office is accordingly appointed- 
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Samuel Richardson, the first Administrative Medical Offic<lr 
in Bombay, was appointed on 5th April, 1765. His name appea^ 
in the Muster Rolls of the First Bombay BattalioiTfi'om 1769 to; 
1779. He went home on furlough in 1783, and did not i\ton t^ 
India. 


Lord Cornwallis' Minute and Regulations of 24th Oct., 1788, 
first gave to the Company’s medical officers in Bengal commissions, 
•and the rank of commissioned officers. Previous to that date 
they had been warrant officers, ser\dng on waixants only. Some- 
what earlier, on ist May, 1787, a resolution to grant commissions! 
to Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons was passed in Madras, as 
. mentioned above. . 

It may be mentioned that Assistant Surgeons, or at least some 
of them, were called Hospital Mates, and were considered warrant 
officers only, in the British Army, up to a much later date than 
in the Indian Army. In the life of the famous Army Surgeon, 
Robert Jackson, written by Sir Ranald Martin and Surgeon John 
Grant, both of the Bengal Service, occur the following passages * : 


“ At this period, and for long afterwards, there was a grade in the 
Army Medical Department, now happily abolished, called Surgeon's Mate, 
who though really performing the duties of an Assistant Surgeon, was in 
fact only a warrant officer, being appointed by the Colonel on the-re com= . 
mendation of the Surgeon Genereil. Consequently he held no commission, 
and was not entitled to half pay.” f 

Jackson himself held this warrant rank, as a medical officer, 
for some fifteen years, along Avith a combatant commission, as 
Ensign in the 71st Foot. 

" As a hospital male, he was entitled to no half pay ; but he had been 
for years an Ensign in the regiment, which he continued to be, till 
brought on half- pay, as Surgeon to the Buffs, in 1793.” f 

The rank and designation, of Hospital Assistant in the British 
Army was abolished by the A.M.D. Royal Warrant of 29th July, 
1830, republished in the C.G. of 24th Marchi 1831. 

A table of fees payable for commissions is given in the Bengal 
Minutes of Council of 22nd Sept,, 1785. This table is also 

* A View of the Formation, Discipline, and Economy of Armies. By Robert 
Jackson, London, 1845. . . - ' 

t Ibid., p. “ This period ” was 177S. 

j Ibid., p. xlii. The period referred to in this extract is 1783. Jackson’s 
commission a?. Ensign dated from 1778. 
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pitblished in the C.G. of i6th Nov., 1787, and in the appendix 
to the Code of Military Regulations by Captain Henrj^ Grace, 1791. 


Bs. 

Colonel . . • . . . . , 300 

Lt.-Colonel 200 

Major and Surgeon-Major .... 100 

Captain and Surgeon . . - . . 70 

Captain-Lieutenant 60 

Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon . . 30 

Lt.-Fireworker and Ensign . • . . 20 


For the -first century of its existence, the estabh'shment of 
burgeons in the I.M.S. was a fixed number, increased from time 
to time ; and promotion from Assistant Surgeon to Surgeon went 
as vacancies occurred, not b})' length of service. A few fortunate 
individuals, of whom Fleming was one, got tliis step with less than 
four years’ ser^dee ; a few took nearly twenty years ; the general 
average was from twelve to fifteen 3^ears. The first instance of a 
large number of Assistant Surgeons being promoted on the same 
day was in 1826, when the number of Surgeons in Bengal was 
increased from eighty to one hundred, and twenty Assistant 
Surgeons were promoted on 5th May, 1826. 

On several occasions men appointed from England claimed ' 
to join as full Surgeons, but such claims do not seem ever to have 
been allowed in Bengal, except in the case of men joining the 
service of the Company from King's regiments. John Laird, 
who joined the Bengal Service on 23rd Feb., 1771, was granted 
the rank of Surgeon on first joining, by orders from home, but 
this was because he had previously served for six years as 
Assistant Surgeon at Canton. 

In Madras, on the other hand, besides the cases of men joining 
from King’s regiments, who were \vith justice allowed to enter 
the Company’s service "with the rank of Surgeon, several men 
were sent out from home as Surgeons, and joined in that rank 
direct. The Madras Mily. Cons, of 2gth May, 176Q, contain a 
complaint to this effect. 

*' Letter from David Saunders. Surgeon’s Mate, complaining of having 
been superseded by Messrs Beckett and Peters, sent out as Surgeons 
frorn England. Resolved that the complaint is reasonable. Surgeons 
- Mates 3 ATiite, Barry, Turing, and Duffin have also been superseded in the 
same way by Beckett and Peters, Will ask Court in future to send out 
Surgeons Mates only, not ^05?^ full Surgeons ” {Abstraci). 
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A G.O.G.G. of 19th June, 1800, quoted in the Proceedings of 
the Calcutta Medical Board of 30th June, direct^ that Assistant 
Surgeons are not to be promoted to the rank of full'S^geon 
place of Surgeons absent on furlough, as had previous^ thp 
custom. This order was an obvious result of the grant of fundu^l 
rules in 1796. Previous to that year all officers going home hacl 
resigned their appointments, and in consequence promotions haq| 
been made to the places and ranks they vacated. ^ 

" There being several full Surgeons belonging to this Presidency absent 
on furlough, who must be considered, conformably to the Regulations, a 
part of the Establishment of full Surgeons, allowed for Corps, Garrisons, 
and Civil Stations, during the period of their absence on Furlough, no 
promotion of Assistant Surgeons to the Rank of full Surgeons can take 
place, consistent with the Regulations, whilst there are full Surgeons on 
the Establishment, including those on Furlough, sufficient for the number 
of Corps, Garrisons, and Stations to which full Surgeons are allowed. . . . 
Assistant Surgeons posted to medical charge of Regiments, in place of 
those on Furlough, to be allowed full batta of Surgeon.” 

Assistant Surgeons in civil employ had to revert to military 
duty on promotion to Surgeon, and as the number of full Surgeons 
allowed for civil stations was very small, usually only about six 
for all Bengal, had little chance of getting civil employment 
again. The pressure of this rule was somewhat mitigated hy-^iss^- 
fact that the appointments of Presidency Surgeon, and other posts 
in Calcutta, were considered military appointments. Assistant 
Surgeons in mofussil civil stations had, when their turn for pro- 
motion came, the option of giving up promotion and remaining 
at their stations, instead of taking promotion and reverting to 
mihtary duty. This option is given in the twelfth clause of the 
Cornwallis regulations of 1788. They had to make their choice 
once for all, either to accept promotion or to decline it, and in 
giving up promotion they also gave up aU claim to furlough for 
the future, or at least to pay when on furlough, and to pension, 
retaining only the bare pay of Assistant Surgeon. A good many 
Assistant Surgeons in Bengal, some twenty in all-, gave up promo- 
tion to remain at the stations in which they had settled down, and 
in many cases had gone in extensively for trade, indigo planting, 
or zamindari. In 1789 the Medical Board submitted a list of 
six Assistant Surgeons who preferred to retain their civil stations 
rather than accept promotion.* 

* See Chap. XVI, Military and Civil, ' 
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In 1796, when (ho Court of Directors ordered the separation 
of t lie Medical Do])artnienl inlo two separate and non-intcrchange- 
nblo Services, Military and Civil, tlic great inajorit}^ of Assistant 
SiiR^oons, thirty out of forty-five, in civil cmploj^ preferred 
‘'^cviinain in the civil branch. But after this scheme had been 
^/ipped most of them took jnomotion in the usual way when their 
t t.;'n came. The. names of th«‘. men who gave up promotion to 
. .tv'geon are given below, with tlmse of the stations, to retain 
! ,.u'ch they relinquished their future chances of advancement. 
i< r is of some inl<‘ivst to see what stations were then found to be 
"7(»rth such a sacrifice. Nowaday.s few men would wish to remain 
/t Jessor<‘, Xatt<»rc (now a subdivision of Rajshahai district), 
(tr Malda, a day longer than they could help. 

/ Until after the Mutiny the medical charge of irregular corp.'? 
was .also tenable onl}' by officers of the rank of Assistant Surgeon, 
?a rule rarely broken. A Bengal Mil}’. Letter of 24th Dec., 1813, 
reports in paras. St..£c, that Assistant Surgeon Breton has been 
allowed to retain charge of the Ramgarh Battalion after his 
pnunotion to Surgeon, in order to prosecute his researches on 
the bark of the pomegranate and other Ramgarh trees. 

In a few cases .Assistant Surgeons who had been promoted to 
Suqjeons were allowed to revert to their former rank, refunding 
an}' increased pay and allowances which they had drawn as 
Surgeons. In such cases, they had probably never actuall}' 
left their civil stations, but were only under orders to do so. 
As instances may be quoted a Bengal Mily. Letter, dated 29th 
.Aug., 1799, which states in paras. 254-256 {Abstracts, Letters from 
Baigat, Vol. VI, 1795-1S03, p. 240)— 

" Surgeon.'! At.icicod, D.'ividson, and Todd, permitted to relinquisli the 
K.mlc of full Surgeon and to remain at tJjcir present Civil Stations as 
.'\ssistant Surgeons, on condition of their giving up all pretention to pro- 
motion and all Military Claims ^vhatcvcr." 

A Calcutta Public Letter, dated i8th Jan., 1805, reports 
in paras. 321-324, that an application from Gilbert Macleod, 
Surgeon at Tippera, for furlough, or to retire on half pay, had been 
rejected, Mr. Macleod having relinquished promotion. 

Tlie C.G. of 19th Dec., 1805, contains the follotving order : — 

" Resolved at the request of M*' Thomas Morgan, tliat he bo per" 
mitted to relinquish the rank he attained by General Orders of tlie i6*'‘ 
May last, and to remain at Nattoro, as an Assistant Surgeon, in the same 
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•manner as if his promotion to the rank of Full Surgeon had not taker 
place ; Morgan is to have no pretensions in future to prefermer^, oi 
military claims of any Idnd, and is to refund the differen^^ between the 
pay and allowances as Full Surgeon, and those of an Asshstant Surgeon 
which he has drawn.” 


Assistant Surgeons Haig and Turnbull also accepted promot 
to Surgeon, and subsequently asked and obtained permiss 
to revert to the rank of Assistant Surgeon. 

Apparently this system of declining promotion existed^ 
Bengal onty. Similar instances do not seem to have occuri! 
in Madras. Only one can be quoted from Bombay; where I 
G.O. of ist Feb., 1813, Assistant Surgeon John Gilder is permittc 
to give up promotion to Surgeon, and to remain at Kaira ; 
Civil Assistant Surgeon, 

The following is a list of Assistant Surgeons in Bengal wl 
gave up promotion to Surgeon, with their stations : — 


Date of First' Commission. 

Name. 

Station. 

17 th March, 1779 . 

J. L. Williams 

Benares. 

loth April, 178J' 

J. Glass 

Bhagalpur. 

17th April, 1781 

C. Fraser 

Tirhut, 

2nd Jan., 1782 

R. Anderson 

Jessore. 

24th March, 1783 . 

G. Macleod 

Tippera. . _ . _ 

31st March, 1783 

C. Todd 

Rangpur. 

13th April, 1783 

T. Macrae 

Barisal. 

2ist April, 1783 

W. Davidson 

Sylhet. 

7th Jan., 1789 

T. Yeld 

Benares. 

19th Jan., 1789 

T. Morgan 

Nattore. 

27th Aug., 1791 • 

A. Haig 

Nadiya. 

28th Aug., 1791 

H. Barnett 

Bauleah. 

2nd Sept., 1791 

D. Turnbull 

Mirzapur. 

26th June, 1797 

.H. Lauder 

Chapra. 

13th July, 1797 

G. N. Wyatt 

' Sitapur. 

3rd Aug., 1802 

H. Young 

24 Farganas. 

19th May, 1803 

G. Ballard 

Bauleah. 

23rd March, 1805 . 

T. Rutherford 

Moradabad. 

26th July, 1809 

J. Lamb 

Malda. 

23 Sept., 1815 

F. P. Strong 

24 Parganas. 

30 Sept., 1816 ^ . 



G. N. Cheek 

Bankura. 


The last survivor of these officers was Cheek, who died or 
26th June, 1859, on leave at the Nilgiri Hills. 

Promotion to Surgeon was regulated by the occurrence of 
vacancies up to Nov., 1864. Clauses 22 and 23 of the Warrant 
of 7th Nov., 1864, fix twelve years’ service as the pariod. after 
which promotion to the rank of Surgeon shall be given. ' In 
Royal Warrant of loth May, 1873, which abolished the rank of 







RANK 


3T3 


Assistant Surgeon, promotion from Surgeon to Surgeon- 3 \rajor was 
granted, in chmsc 2, at twelve j'cars' service. At that period 
the step from Captain to Major is still ordinaril}' given. 

Mil}’. iDcpt. Notification No. 139 of 17111 Feb., 1905, allows 
' 'i'|v 5 uotion to Major, accelerated by six months, to those wlio have 
’■'eken higher degrees <ir gone, through special courses of study, 
j </|i 1011 this concession was extended, so as to allow an officer 
, ,a^io Jiad not liad the opportunity of thus quaHf}'ing for accelerated 
ji.,,fromotion in his first twelve years of service, to do so at any 
;< t /*t ri<Kl up to sixteen years, and so to gain the accelerated pro- 
]‘'iniolion with retrospective effect, but without claim to any arrears 
iof pay f«>r such promotion. 

i I Since the. foundation of the Service, and, indeed, from an 
; evt-n rarlier dale, there has always been an administrative grade, 

I with powers of control over the executive ranks. The title of 
[ this grade has varied from time to time — Head Surgeon, Super- 
intending Surgeon, D.I.G., D.S.G., Stirgcon-Colonel, Colonel. 

Up to about the end of the eighteenth ccntiny, the Head 
Stirgeons were the officers in charge of the large general hospitals 
for lrof»ps, and their administrative powers, outside their own 
ho.«pilals, were somewlial vague. Of tliesc ho.spitals there were 
then six in Bengal ; Calcutta or Presidency, Barhampui’, Dinapur, 
Chunar, Cawiipur, and Fateligarli. In Madras there were 
general hospitals at the Presidency, Trichinopoly, Masulipatam, 
Vellore, and Ellore ; towards the end of the century llie two last 
were abolished and their places taken by Seringapatam and ‘ 
Bcllar}'. In Bombay such hospitals existed at the Presidency, 
Surat, and Thana. 

The C.G. of 22nd Aug., 1793, lays down a standing regulation 
that Head Surgeons arc daily to examine the diaries kept by 
the medical officers serving under them. 

■ " l?tsolvcd tli.at it be made a standing Regulation that evciy Surgeon 
or Mate attending an Hospital, or h.aving charge of an3' particular division 
or .wards, shall Icccp a diary, exijrcssing the names of the patients under 
his c.arc, the nature of the disordere, when admitted, daily states of the 
patients, and copies of all the prescriptions, that this diary may be 
c.N'amincd dailj' b}’ the Head Surgeons, and that the dates of discliarges or 
casualties, and everj' alteration of treatment ordered by the Head Surgeons . 
be particular! j' noticed. 

"'Copies of these books signed bj' the respective Surgeons or Mates, and , 
countersigned bj' the Head Surgeons, arc to be sent quarterlj^ to the Hospital 
Board, and the original books are to remain ahva3's in the Hospital.” 
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The C,G. of 17th July, 1794, publishes an order that the 
senior member of the Medical Board, John Laird, is to inspect 
the up-country hospitals, and this was done, Laird '^Smg on 
on this duty for some months. 

" Resolved that M' John Laird, senior Member of the Hospital 'is'oa^ 
be employed under the Inspection of the Commander-m-Chief to inspt 
the* Hospitals, at the Upper Stations of the Army, during the prese| 
season, and that he be accordingly directed to attend to such instructior 
as he may receive from the Commander-in-Chief.'* 

A similar order was passed in Madras about the same timq 
On 19th March, 1794, the Medical Board were ordered personall3| 
to superintend hospitals on the coast.* They seem to have eva 
the duty of personal inspection by passing it on to Head Surgeons./ 
On 22nd April the Head Surgeons of Trichinopoly, Vellore, and'i 
Ellore reported that all the hospitals under them were in a satisfac- 
tory condition. William Raine, Head Surgeon of Madras General 
Hospital, and third member of the Medical Board, asked permis- 
sion to postpone his inspections until the weather was milder, f 

In both Madras and Bombay the Head Surgeons appear to 
have developed into regular administrative officers earlier than 
in Bengal. A Mily. Despatch to Madras, dated 26th Aug., 1801, 
in para. 121 directs that the designation Head Surgeon is to be 
changed to Superintending Surgeon, as at Bombay. FroihTEis 
we may gather that the new title was first used in the Bombay 
Presidency. The title of Superintending Surgeon is used in .the 
Army Lists in the East hidia Register, in Madras and Bombay 
from 1803, in Bengal not till Aug., 1808. The first use of the 
term Superintending Surgeon for the administrative grade 
previously called Head Surgeon appears to be in the Asiatic 
Annual Register for 1800, Chronicle, p. 96, which notes the pro- 
motion of Surgeon Macneelance of Bombay to be Superintending 
Surgeon from nth Feb., 1799. A Madras Mily. Letter of 20th 
Oct., 1802, advises of certain appointments made, as “ Super- 
intending Surgeons of Divisions.” These are : — 


Mr. Richardson, Southern Division. 
„ A. Anderson, Maisur. 

„ H. Miller, Ceded Districts. 

„ H. Harris, Northern Division. 


Mr. A. Berry, Centre Division. 
„ J. Price, Kanara. 

,, J. Macneelance, Malabar. 


« 

order 


This 


M.P.L., No. 647 of 19th March, 1794; Mily. G.O., VoJ. Xi p. 99 - 

length in Chap. XXIII, Administration ; the Medical Boards, 
t M.P.L., No. 972 of 22nd April, 1794 ; Mily. Cons., Vol. CLXXXIV, PP- 
I5I5“06. 
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No. 169, of ist July, 1842, lays down tlie principle of promotion 
to the rank of SIS. by selection : — „ — . 

" Fort William, 16th July, 1842, No. 169. In obediencfe^ the ’^j-ders 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors in their Military \ett 
Government of India, No. 6, under date the May, 1842, the foil! 
'Regulations are to have • effect in the Medical Department of -the^ 
Presidencies, from the 16^'' instant. 

" The situation of Superintending Surgeon to be considered 
Appointment, to which only those fitted for it by a zealous and abl^ 
charge of their professional Duties shall be deemed eligible, and the 
pointment to future Vacancies will be made witlrout reference to the 
of succession, whenever it may be the opinion of Government, that ^ 
departure from Seniority is required for the maintenance of the Pu| 
Interests." 


Finally, a Bengal G.O. of 5th July, 1848, publishing extra’ 
from a Mily. Letter from Court, dated 7th March, 1848, direc 
fully and forcibly that promotion to the administrative rani 
both those of S.S. and member of the Medical Board, is to ■ 
made by selection for ability and merit, and not by seniorit 
This principle has rema.ined in force ever since, and up to tl 
present day. 


" Fort William, 5th July, 1842. The follo\ving paras of a- MHt^ 
Letter, No. 6, from the Honourable the Court of Directors, to theTjOvemor 
General of India in Council, dated 7*** March, 1848, are published for 
general information. 

" Review of the Medical 1 " Para. i. The several suggestions made 

. Establishment of the 1 in this despatch have engaged our parti* 
Bengal Army. j cular attention. 

" Para. 6. We must observe that? agreeably to the existing regiila- 
tions, the situation of Superintending Surgeon is considered a staff appoint- 
ment to which ' only those fitted for it by a zealous and able discharge of 
their professional duties ' shall be deemed eligible, and that it is declared 
that appointments to vacancies ‘ will be, made without reference to the 
order of succession ' whenever it may be the opinion of the Government 
that such departure from seniority is required for the maintenance of the 
public interest. 

" Para. 7. If this regulation be duly observed, no Surgeon should be 
appointed Superintending Surgeon who is disqu^fied by age, state of 
health, or the want of adequate professional talents, for the important 
duty of supervising the practice of the Medical OfScers and the economy 
of the Hospitals in the Division to which he is> attached. . , 

" Para. 8. We would further observe that it is the dut}' of the Medic 
Board to watch with care the reports of the inspecting officers, and to 
bring to your notice any instances in which Superintending Surgeons may 
be found inadequate to the continued performance of their duties. 0 
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anj' such Ciisc, it will be incumbent on you to place the Medical officer in 
some other and less responsible charge.* 

“ Para, 10. By the Regulations it is prescribed that vacancies' in the 
Medical Board shall be filled by selection from the Superintending Surgeons 
of such- as shall be most distinguished for professional science and the 
jzc^OijS discharge of their duties ; due regard being had to seniority in the 
* /, when the qualifications of the individuals appear to be adequate 
*1; correct performance of the duties of the office. . 
of tj^Para. 11. In calling your attention to the necessity for a due en- 
•jMcnt of this regulation, we will only add, that if, in your judgment 
add'jbecomc necessaiy to enlarge the sphere of selection so as, for instance, 
thal'Jmit of the appointment of a Surgeon of distinguished talents and 
; Go.Tcmcnts in his profession, to be appointed, on a vacancy, third or 
■ an* ’/r Member of the Board, we should have no hesitation in according 
\ Si yianction to the measure. The appointment of such an officer in the 
■ jtir of his age, to be the third Member, would be calculated to impose 
t| I energy into the Board, and to render it more efficient for tire per- 
i .nance of its various duties. In this case the First and Second Members 
' ‘ ( ]lht be selected, as at present, from the Superintending Surgeons only.” 


;j; .j In a few cases officers were allowed to decline promotion to the 
f, 'm'k of S.S., usuall}^ because tlie}^ \wslicd to retain appointments 
I yfj special importance or emolument in Calcutta. We have already 
[;(.i(^»’'how, after the death of Clement Crooke in tlie Patna massacre, 
p Oct, 1763, the next three officers in seniority all preferred to 
•etain their inofussU stations, rather than come to Calcutta in 
V'liis place as Head Surgeon. During the next eighty years a few 
instances occurred of senior officers being permitted to decline 
promotion ; Robert Wilson, William Russell, W. P. Muston, and 
Simon Nicolson, Presidency Surgeons in Calcutta ; Peter Breton, 
Superintendent of the Native Medical Institution ; Thomas 
Yeld, Civil Surgeon and Mint Master at Benares ; and James 
Ranken, Postmaster-General of tlie N.W.P. All were holding 
appointments considered probably of at least equal importance 
to that of S.S. All were men of note in their day, and deserve 
a few lines of notice here.f 

Robert Wilson entered the Service on i6th May, 1770, became 
Surgeon on 24th April, 1778, and died on 9th June, 1813, at 
Ghireti, near Serampur, where his tombstone may still be seen 
in a small graveyard on the west side of the Hugh, a little north 


* Para. 9 is not quoted in tlie G.O. 

•t A Mily. Letter from Fort William, dated 4th Aug., 1809, reports in para. 2, 
" Dr. William Hunter's request to decline tlie appointment of Superintending 
-Sivrgeon'without prejudice to his claim to succeed to the Medical Board, complied 
with, for reasons stated.” Hunter, however, was promoted to S.S. on 19th Jan., 
iSii, before rather than after liis turn. 
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of the landing-stage of the ferry from Palta. Practically the 
whole of his service seems to have been spent in various Calcutta 
appointments, chiefly as Presidency Surgeon. ' ) 

William Russell was bom on 29th May, 1773, thi^I.D. 
Edinburgh, in 1793, entered the Service as AssistanriSurg^ 

25th Jtme, 1797, became Surgeon on 21st July, 1808, and reti 
i8th Jime, 1831. . On i8th Feb., 1832, he was created a bai 
for services in the London cholera epidemic of 1831-32, ai^ 

5th April, 1832, was elected F.R.S. He died at Charlton 
Gloucestershire, on 26th Sept., 1839. 

William Pitts Muston was bom at Blandford in Dorsetlj 
on 20th Feb., 1779, entered the Service as Assistant Surgeoi 
25th Aug., 1801, became Surgeon on 12th Aug., 1813, and S. 

2ist June, 1833. He was permitted to resign that rank, 
revert to his former appointments as Presidency Surgeof 
Apothecary to the Company, by Bengal G.O. of 23rd Oct. j 
He died in Calcutta on 30th July, 1837. His tombston' 
stiU be seen on the western side of the North Park Street Cemeterj 
He served in the second Maratha War of 1803-05, and in t|^ 
Nipal War of 1815. 

Peter Breton entered as Assistant Surgeon on 27th Aug., 180 1| 
and became Surgeon on 22nd Aug., 1814. When the . Natv^ 
Medical Institution for educating native doctors in Calcutta! 
was founded in 1822, Surgeon James Jaimeson was appointee^ 
Superintendent. He died on 20th Jan., 1823, and was succeeded^ 
by Breton, whose turn for promotion to S.S. came in 1826, bu^ 
he was allowed to decline. He died in Calcutta on i8th Nov., 
1830. 

Simon Nicolson was the best-kno^vn medical man of his time 
in Calcutta, perhaps we might say of any time. A short account 
of his hfe and services is given in Chap. XXXV, The First HalJ 
of the Nineteenth Century. 

Thomas Yeld was born in 1767, entered as Assistant Surgeon 
on 7th Jan., 1789, and became Surgeon on 30th Sept., 1803- 
For many years he was Civil Surgeon and Master of the Mint . 
at Benares, where he lived in great style, keeping open house 
and entertaining lavishly. Extensive defalcations were dis- 
covered in the Mint under his charge, and he died by his o^vn hand^ 
on i6th Sept., 1829. 

James Ranken was born on 24th Aug., 1788, took the degree 
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of j\l.D. Edinburgh and the diploma of M.R.C.S. in 1808, and 
snlered as Assistant Surgeon on 3rd Feb., 1809, becoming Surgeon 
on iith July, 0:823. For many years he was Superintendent of 
Posl:-offices in the North-West Provinces, and latterly Postmaster 
?PAieraI, the same, appointment under a more imposing name. 

sei'ved in the Pindari, or third Maratha War, in 1817-18. 

( ,|ke Nicolson, he was one of the Fellows of the Royal College 
I' Surgeons originally appointed in 1844. He retired on i8th 
’.‘opt., 1845, J’Liid died at After Lodge, A5rrshire,- on 30th May, 
S48. 

In 1832, 1833, and 1835 rules were made regarding the amount 
/i mihtaiy duty required of a Surgeon before promotion to the 
administrative ranks. The latest rule on this subject, which is 
^till in force, was passed in 1884.* 

In 1801 the famous Ai'my Surgeon, James McGrigor, was 
sernng in India, and ^vas sent as P.M.O. with Baird's expedition 
to Eg3q)t. That there might be no doubt of his power to command 
the medical officers of the Indian Armj^ as well as those of the 
King’s troops in the force, a temporary commission as Super- 
intending Surgeon was given him by the Company.f 

Sir James McGrigor was bom at Cromdale, in Inverness, on 
qtli. April, 1771, studied medicine at Aberdeen, where he became 
Sr.A. in 1788, and at Edinburgh, and was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon to De Burgh’s regiment, afterwards the Connaught 
Rangers or 88th Foot, on 13th Sept., 1793, soon after it was 
raised. He ser\^ed in Flanders in 1794-95, in the West Indies 
in 1795-96, and went \vith the 88th to Bombay and Ceylon in 
1799. In 1801 he served as P.M.O. with Baird’s expedition to 
Egj'pt. In 1802 he was transferred to the Royal Horse Guards. 
He became D.I.G. on 27th June, 1805, and LG. on 25th Aug., 
1809, with sixteen j^ears’ service. He served as Cliief of the 
Medical Staff to Wellington in the Peninsula, reached Lisbon on 
loth Jan., 1812, and was present at Ciudad Rodrigo, Bui'gos, 
Badajoz, Vittoria, the Pyrenees, and Toulouse. In 1814 he 
retired from the service, but was appointed Director-General of 
the A.M.D. on 13th June, 1815, and retained the post for thirty- 
six years, retiring in 1851. He died in London on 2nd April, 1858. 
He became M.D., Edinburgh, in 1804, LL.D on ist Aug., 1826, 

♦ These rules arc given above in Chap, XVI, Military and Civil. 
t Autobiography ojf Sir James McGrigor, London, iS6i, p. 107. 
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and was F.R.C.P.^ London and Edinburgh ; was elected FJR.S. 
on '14th March, 1816 ; Lord Rector of Marischal College, 4 ^ber 
deen, thrice, in 1826, 1827, and 1841 ; created' -a baron 
Sept., 1830 ; . K.C.B. 17th Aug., 1850 ; he was also aii-\Hono 
Phj^sician to the Queen, and had the Turkish Ord 
Crescent, and the. Tower and Sword of Portugal. 

Tlie names of the members of the Medical Board, and of !■ 
-Superintending Surgeons, are showi in the Army Lists in tnl 
East India Registers, up to 1844, ranked in order of date of corn] 
mission as Surgeon, not of appointment to . the higher grades! 
From Jan., 1845, they are shown separately, at the head of the 
Service, but their names are given over again among the Surgeona 
After the three members of the Medical Board comes the Secretary 
to the Board, a comparatively junior officer. The repetition of 
the names among the Surgeons, the inclusion of the Secretary 
vdth the members of the Board, as well as the fact that men were 
in a few cases permitted to resign appointments as S.S., and 
revert to Surgeon, all go to show that the* administrative posts 
were considered rather as important staff appointments than as 
definite ranks. Their names are repeated among the Surgeons 
up to 1872 ; and it is not till Jan., 1873, that they appear as 

administrative officers only. ... — 

The number of Superintending Surgeons varied from time 
to time, gradually increasing, along with the increasing strength 
of the army. The nmnbers of these appointments, and their 
stations, can be traced in the successive volumes of the Army 
List. These hsts, however, cannot be trusted as absolutely 
accm'ate. 


These appointments may best be sho^vn in a tabular form, 
giving the administrative appointments every fifth year. The 
administrative officers in Bengal are called Head Surgeons in 
1803 and 1805 and up to 1808, afterwards S.S. ; in Madras 
Head Surgeons in January, 1803, S.S. in July, 1803, and after- 
wards; in Bombay S.S. in January, 1803, and throughout. 
Some of the appointments shown, such as Narbada and“Sagar 
Field Forces (Bengal, 1820), Duab' Field Force (Madras, 1830) 
and Army of Indus (Bengal, 1840), are obviously temporary only, 
for war service. 
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1803. 

1805. 

1810. 

Bengal (5). 

Hd. Surg. Presidency. 

„ Cawnpur. 

„ ■ Barhampur. 

„ Dinapur. 

„ Chunar. 

Bengalis). 

Hd. Surg. Presidency. 

„ Cawnpur. 

„ Barhampur. 

„ Chunar. 

„ Fatchgarh. 

Bengcd {5). 

S.S. Dinapur. 

Barhampur. 

„ AIccrut. 

„ .Cawnpur, 

„ Chunar. 

Madras (5). 

Surg. Madras. 

„ Tricliinopoly. 

„ Scringapatam 
„ Masulipatam. 

„ Bcllary. 

{ 

Madras (4). 

S.S. H. Dn., Masulipa- 
tam. 

„ Centre Division. 

„ South Division. 
Ceded Districts. 

Madras (6). 

S.S. Centre Dn,, Walla- 
jahbad. 

„ North Dn,, Masuli- 
patam. 

„ South Dn„ Trichi- 
nopoly. 

„ Maisur Dn., Seringa- 
patam. 

„ Haidarabad, Subsid. 
Force, 

„ Ceded Districts, Bel- 
lary. , 

Bombay {3). 

. S.S. Ivanara. 

< „ N. Malabar. 

„ S. Malabar. 

■ • 

Bombay (3). 

S.S. Kanara. 

„ Malabar. 

„ Guzarat. 

Bombay (2), 

S.S. Poona Subsid. Force. 

„ Guzarat. 

1 

1 

~ 1815. 

1S20. 

1825. 

Bengal (5). 
Dinapur. 

Meerut. 

Barhampur. 

Cawnpur. 

Chunar. 

Bengal (8). 

Meerut. 

Ca%vnpur. 

Benares. 

Delhi. 

Kajputana. 

Narbada Field Force. 
Sagar Field Force. 
Barhampur. 

Bengal (8). 

Meerut. 

Cawnpur. 

Dinapur. 

Barhampur. 

Sagar. 

Chunar. 

Mahva. 

Karnal. 

Madras (6). 
Malabar and Kanara. 
Masulipatam. 
Trichinopoly. 
Seringapatam, 
Haidarabad Subsid. 

. Force. 

IScllary. 

Madras (8). 

Nizam’s Subsid. Force. 
Nagpur Subsid. Force. 
Ceded Districts. 
Presidency Division. 
Centre Division. 
Southern Division. 
Northern Division. ’ 
Maisur Division. 

Madras (8). 

Same as 1S20. 

Bombay (2), 
Poona Subsid. Force. 
-Guzarat. 

' Bombay {4). 

Poona. 

Guzarat. 

Khandesh. 

Gaikwar’s Subsid. Force. 

Bombay {4). 

Poona. 

Guzarat. 

Konkan. 

Surat. 
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1830. _ 

1835. 

1840. 

Bengal (lo). 
Meerut. 

Barhampur. 

Sagar. 

Kamal. 

Diuapur. 

Nimach. 

Benares. 

Agra. 

Allahabad. 

Barraclq>ur. 

Bengal (12). 

Meerut. 

Barhampur. 

Sagar. 

Dinapur. 

Nimach. 

Benares. 

Agra. 

Allahabad. 

Barrackpur. 

Presidency. 

Sirhind. 

Cawnpur. 

{Bengal 10). 
Meerut. 

Sagar. 

Dinapur. 

Nimach. 

Benares. 

Agra. 

Cawnpur. 

Barrackpur. 

Sirhind. 

Army of Indus. 

Madras (10). 
Haidarabad Subsid. 
Force 

Nagpur Subsid. Force 
Ceded Districts. 
Presidency Division. 
Centre Division. 

Southern Division. 
Northern Division. 
Maisur Division. 

Malabar. 

Duab Field Force. 

Madras (9). 

Same as 1830, omitting 
Duab Field Force. 

Madras {gj:. 

Same as 1835. 

Bombay (3). 
Poona. 

Malwa. 

Kach. 

Bombay (3). 
Guzarat. 

North Dekkan. 

South Dekkan. 

Bombay (4). 
Dekkan. 

Guzarat. 

Presidency. 

Upper Sind. 

1845. 

1850. 

1855. 

Bengal (10). 
Meerut. 

Sagar. 

Dinapur. 

Nimach. 

Benares. 

Agra. 

Barrackpur. 

Sirhind. 

Dakka. 

Ca^vnpur. 

Bengal (ii). 

Meerut. 

Sagar. 

Dinapur. 

Nimach. 

Benares. 

Agra. 

Barrackpur. 

Sirhind. 

Dakka. 

Cawnpur. 

Punjab. 

Bengal (ra). 
Meerut. 

Dakka. 

Dinapur. 

Benares. ' 

Barrackpur. 

Sirhind. 

Agra. 

Cawnpur. 

Lahore. 

Trans-Ravi; 

Peshawar. 

Pegu. 

Madras {9). 
Haidarabad Subsid. 
Force. 

Nagpur Subsid. Force. 
Ceded Districts. 
Presidency. 

Centre Division. 
Southern Division. 
Northern Division. 
Maisur. 

Malabar and Kanara. 

Madras (9). 

Same as 1845. 

t 

' Madras (ro). _ 
Haidarabad Subsid. 
Force. 

Nagpur Subsid. Force. 
Ceded Districts. 
Presidency. 

Centre Division. 
Southern Division. 
Northern Division. 
Maisur. 

Malabar and Kanafs- 
Narbada and Sagar* • 
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1845. 

1850. 

1 

1855. 

Bombay (5). 

Bombay {5). 

Bombay (5). 

North Dckkan. 

Same as 1845. 

North Dckkan. 

Soutli Dckkan. 


South Dckkan. 

•Guzarat. 


Presidency. 

Presidency. 


Poona. 

Sind. 


Sind. 




j i860. 

1865. 

1870. 

Bengal (12). 

Bengal (13). 

Bengal (10). 

teemt. 

Meerut. 

Meerut. 

•inapur. 

Benares. 

Dinapur. 

icnaxes. 

Barrackpur. 

Agra. 

Barrackpur. 

Sirhind. 

Sagar. 

Sirhind. 

Sagar. 

Lahore. 

fagar. 

Dakka. 

Presidency. 

iDakka. 

Agra. 

Lucknow. 

vahore. 

Lahore. 

Allahabad. 

|.gra. 

Peshawar. 

Ambala. 

reshawar. 

Sialkot. 

Rawal Pindi. 

#'>ialkot. 

Presidency. 


Presidency. 

Lucknow. 


5 1 

Cawnpur. 


' Madras (10). 

Madras (8). 

Madras (6). 

Haidarabad Subsid. 

Haidarabad Subsid. 

Haidarabad Subsid. 

Force. 

Force. 

Force. 

Nagpur. 

Nagpur. 

Nagpur. 

Ceded Districts. 

Ceded Districts. 

Maisur and Ceded Dis« 

'Presidency. 

Presidency. 

tricts. 

Maisur. 

Maisur. 

Southern Division. 

Centre Division. 

Southern Division. 

Northern Division. 

Southern Division. 

Northern Division. 

Pegu. 

Northern Division 

Pegu. 


Malabar and Kanara. 



Pegu. 



Bombay (5). 

Bombay (5). 

Bombay (4). 

Presidency. 

Poona. 

Presidency. 

Poona. . 

Northern Division. 

Poona. 

Northern Division. 

Southern Dividon. 

Northern Division. 

Southern Division. 

Mhow. 

Sind. 

Sind. 

Sind. 


1875- 

1879. 

1881. 

Bengal (lo). 

Bengal (ii). 

Bengal (9). 

Meerut. 

Meerut. 

Presidency. 

Dinapur. 

Agra. 

Eastern Frontier (Assam). 

Agra. 

Sagar. 

Gwalior and Sagar. 

Sagar. 

Lahore. 

Lahore. 

Lahore. 

Presidency. 

Panjab Frontier Force. 

Presidency. 

Lucknow. 

Bengal (Civil). 

Lucknow. 

Allahabad. 

N.W.P. and Oudh (Civil). 

Allahabad. 

Ambala. 

Fan jab (Civil). 

'Ambala, 

Rawal Pindi 

C.P. (Civil). 

Rawal Pindi. 

Dakka. 



Bengal (Civil). 

- 
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1875. 

Madras (6). 
Haidarabad Subsid. 

Force. , 

Na^ur, 

Maisur and Ceded Dis- 
tricts. 

Southern Division. 
Nortliem eind Presi- 
dency Division. 
British Burma. 

Bombay (4). 
Presidency. - 
Poona. 

Northern Division. 

Sind. 


1879. 

Madras (6). 
Same as 1875. 


" Bombay (4). 
Same as 1875. 


1881. 

Madras (4). 
Haidarabadv^ .^bsid. 
Force. 

Nagpur Force. 
Southern Divisior 
British Burma. 


Bombay (2) 
Presidency. 

Sind. 


v- 


A good many of the changes shown in the above tables^! 
mere changes of name, not of station, e.g. Ambala and Sirhsl 
Mhow and Northern Division (Bombay). The last two enu| 
show the dimimition in the number of administrative appo| 
ments carried out in 1880, to compensate for which Sam 4 C 
Commissioners were granted the rank of D.S.G. on compleVy 
twenty-six years' service. 

. Among the changes made from time to time may be mentionec 
the following. Bengal G.O. of i8th Nov., 1817, alloWs ah extra 
S.S., from ist Jime, 1817, for Karnal. A Bengal Mily. Letter of 
2ist July, 1818, in paras. 210 to 216, advises the appointment of 
a sixth S.S. to the Presidency. Bengal G.O., No. 156, of 14th 
July, 1826, increases the number by three, vdth effect from ist 
Aug., 1826, for Allahabad, Agra, and Barrackpur. Bengal G.O. 
No. 3 of' 7th Jan., 1835, abolishes the post of S.S. Allahabad, 
the duties being doubled up with Cawnpur. G.O. No. 238, of 
4th Nov., 1840, again increases the staff in Bengal by one S.S. 
In Madras, the forces in Malabar and in Kanara were contributed 


and ofdcered by Bornbay, though serving under Fort St. George. 
A Madras Mily. Letter of 24th Dec., 1807, reports in para. 121 
that the office of S.S. Malabar has been abolished, being combined 
vdth Kanara. Another Mily. Letter of loth March, 1815, records, 
in paras. 321 to 323, further changes in medical administrative 
posts, Malabar and Kanara being combined with Maisur, and 
their late S.S. transferred to the Centre Division, while a new 
S.S. was sanctioned, for the Presidency Di\dsion. Madras G.O. . 
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of 5th Ocl,, iSji;, incroascs tin; number by two, one for Malabar, 
Kanara, and Tr.ivanooro, tlie fitber for Ibc Duab Field Force. 
Bombay G.O. of jiJtli N't»v., 1820. rednce.s the number in that 
Pre^idt'ncy, from 30th Xov., from five (t) four, viz. J’oona Division ; 
>ura' l)ivisu»n, irn'ludinf: Khandvsh ; Baroda, including North 
.ojzarat and Kach ,* and K«»nkan, including North and South 
Konkan. The fifth S.S. had had as his jtirisdiction Khandesh, 
n»\v d<utb!ed tip wit It Surat. Btfoiv. 1S25 (he number had been 
itill further redurrd to thrt-e. Bombay G.O. of iith Jan., 1825, 
nrreasec it again to four, allowing an S.S. for (ho Mahva Field 
lAurc. .Mhow, and .Asirgarh. Ihunbay G.O. of 23rd April, 1831, 
tgain inoreaM-s (he number to five ; N.W. Guzarat, S.E. Guzarat, 
IToidejiry. North Dehlcau, and Stiuth Dekican. This increase 
aas caneelh d, by order of the (*<»ur( of Direclctrs, in Bombay G.O. 
if 28th Jan., 1833, when James Orton, (he junior S.S., had to 
•evert to the r.ml: of Surgeon. 

Brevet Surgeons, — Four ofijot rs t»f (he Madras .Service, Alex. . 
Mein, .-Mex. .Anderson, George Ander.son, and George Ogihie, 
.vho at the time were the four Seni<»r .Assistant Surg<;ojis, all having 
i)i tween Seven :tnd eight years' service, were ai)pointcd Brevet 
?urg<:(tns <ui 31 St .Aug., 1783. The reason why these brevets were 
Jven is not stated. Mein died of hydrophobia at Wallajahbad 
n Oct., 1787 j the. oilu'r three obtained the rank of full Surgeon 
u the ordinary course about the same time. No more pro- 
motions to brevet r.mU were nv.ide for the next seventy j'cars, 
until five brevet .»:urgeonrie.s were given for Mutinj' services. 
After the l.'ip.-^e of antUher half-century .some more brevet pro- 
motions were made, in jyii-13. The.se cases are all mentioned 
Further on in this chapter. 

Deputy Superintending Surgeons. — In Bengal a rank 
:>xisted for a few 3’ears, under the above name, intermediate 
between S.S. and Surgeon ; an anticipation, we might say, of 
the rank of Brigade Surgeon insliluted in 1879. The latter, 
however, was merelj' a name; the Dy. S.S.s carried out, on 
lower paj', all the duties of S.S. This rank seems to have been 
insliluted about 1S20, and to have c.visted in Bengal only. It 
first appears in the East India Register of Jan., 1821. It was so 
far at least regarded as a separate rank that an Assistant Surgeon 
M’HS promoted to Surgeon in place of each Surgeon appointed 
Deputy S;S. Bengal G.O. No. 13 of 5th Jan., 1824, published 
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in the C.G. of I2th Jan., 1824, promotes Assistant Surgeon Horace 
Hayman Wilson,, the famous Sanskrit scholar, to be Surgeon, 
vice Johnstone, promoted Deputy S.S. -This rank was abolished 
by Bengal G.O. No. 156 of 14th July, 1826, publishedJn the 

C. G. of- 24th July, 1826, and at the same time three aj^ional 
Superintending Surgeons were sanctioned for the 

The A.M.D. — Administrative medical officers of tl/|' 
Service were first appointed to India in 1825.* A Mil| 
from Court, dated 3rd Aug., 1825, and published in ^(,1 
No. 350 of i6th Dec., 1825, and in the C.G. of igth. » 
appoints an I.G. of Hospitals of the British Army to ^ /V- ^-1 
the Commander-in-Chief in India, to inspect and •, 
the hospitals of the British regiments serving in Bei / f 

D. I.G. each to Madras and Bombay. The officers th^ 

were; Bengal, I.G. W. A. Burke; Madras, D.I^^^cre^aryl 
Brown ; Bombay, D.I.G. James Strachan. V 

A Letter from Court, dated 13th May, 1829, V— -x « 
published in Bombay G.O. of 23rd September, 1829, fi»^ 
pay of D.I.G.s of His Majesty’s forces at 1838 rupees a m^\ 
including all allowances, except the travelling baita of major wl 
travelling on duty! 

A Letter from Court of i8th July, 1827,- published in a Boml 
G.O. of 2ist Dec., 1827, states that a Deputy Inspector of Hospital 
of the King’s troops is on the same footing in rank and pay a 
a Superintending Surgeon. 

Friction appears to have arisen before long between the two 
Medical Services. A Bengal G.O. of 9th March, 1827, directs that 
officers officiating as S.S. are to exert no control over regimental 
Surgeons of H.M.'s Service, senior to themselves, who will for the 
time being correspond direct with the Medical Board. Orders to 
the same effect were published in a Madras G.O. of 8th March, 
1839, twelve years later. A Madras G.O. of loth March, 1829, lays 
down the respective duties of the two inspecting staffs as follows : 


** Fori St. George, March xoth, 1829. Great inconvenience and collision 

having occurred between the duties of the Medical Board and those of His 
Majesty’s Inspector of Hospitals, from the undefined state in which they 
have hitherto remained, the following rules for their future guidance, m 

The first three I.G.s all died in India; W. A. Burke at Calcutta on 22nd 
May, 1836, aged 68 ; his successor, Donald Macleod, at Calcutta on I2th^ •! 
1840 and the third, J. Murray, at Kamal on 21st Oct., 1841. Ebenezer Bro 
also died at Madras on 2nd July, 1828. 
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conformity with the instructions received by His Majesty's. Inspector, 
recommended by the Commander-in-Chief of the Presidency, and approved 
by the Commander-in-Cliief of India, are in future to be strictly attended 
to. The supprin^endence of His Majesty’s hospitals will rest solely with 
His Maiesfy’s Inspector as to professional practice, leaving that however 
of economical concerns, where it has always been, with the Superintending 
“Burgeons of the Company's service. But that such of these hospitals, 
which may be out of the reach of the visits of the former, may not be 
deprived of the advantage of personal inspection, in such case the pro- 
fessional, as well as economical points, will come under the examination 
of Superintending Smgeons of divisions, under such instructions as they 
may receive from His Majesty’s Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, 
and reporting solely through him on professional points, for the information 
of the Commander-in-Chief ; thus adopting the principle long established 
for the military inspection of His Majesty’s regiments, where officers com- 
manding the divisions in which they are serving, though of the Company’s 
service, report only on military points through the Deputy Adjutant 
General of His Majesty’s Service. 

" Medical officers in charge of His Majesty’s regiments will conse- 
quently, in future, be only required to furnish the Medical Board of the 
Presidency \vith the monthly, quarterly, and half-yearly numerical returns 
of sick necessary to enable them to judge of the financial concerns of the 
hospital, and to furnish the usual returns to Government. For the returns 
required by His Majesty’s instructions they will receive directions from 
the Deputy Inspector General.” 

Clause 58 of a Letter from Comt, dated 27th Aug., 1828, 
.published in Madras G.O. of 27th Jan., 1829, orders — 

“ We have also resolved that Superintending Surgeons who come to 
England on sick certificate shall resume that rank and station on return 
to duty.” 

The duties of Superintending Surgeons are laid down in the 
Bengal Medical Regulations of 1851 as follows, pretty much as 
in the Madras G.O. of loth March, 1829, twenty years earlier. 
Rule 9 states that their duties consist chiefly in the frequent 
inspection of hospitals. Rule. 10 directs that the inspection of 
hospitals of British regiments rests with the I.G. of the A.M.D. 
as regards professional practice, with the Company’s S.S. as 
regards economical concerns ; but that in the case of hospitals 
too remote to be inspected by the I.G., the S.S. will inspect 
prdfessional matters also. Rule 14 gives the posts of S.S. in 
Bengal, eleven in number, the same as those shown in the list 
above for 1855, excepting Pegu, which had not yet been annexed ; 
also Jalandhar or Cis-Ravi is given for the post shown as Lahore 
-in 1855. Rule 15 orders that the duties of S.S. at the Presidency 
will be discharged by the third member of the Medical Board. 
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The title of S.S. was changed to D.I.G. by the first clause of 
the I.M.S. warrant of ist Feb., 1859,* the seventh clause of 
which lays down that promotion from Sur^O'h' -to D.I.G. and 
from D.I.G. to I.G. “ shall be given by selection for ^iljty and 
merit.” And in all subsequent changes of -title promotI€^J 3 :L 
selection has remained in force. 

The first clause of the Royal Warrant of loth May, 1873 f 
changes the titles of I.G. and D.I.G. to S.G. and D.S.G. These 
ranks and titles remained the same in the first clause 
Royal Warrant of i6th Nov., 1880. In that of 14th Dec., 
the “ compound titles ” were introduced, Surgeon-M 
and Surgeon-Colonel; and in that of 26th Aug., 
became Surgeon General and Colonel. * / 

Under the provisions of clause 102, May, 1881, the 

of D.S.G. was conferred on any officer of the I.M.S. of a 
rank, who might be appointed Honorary Physician or 
to the Queen. 

This order is again embodied in the eighth clause of the 
Warrant of 30th April, 1887. 

. " 8. On appointment as Honorary Physician or Surgeon to 
Majesty under article 12, an Officer below the rank of Deputy 
General shall be promoted to that rank, remaining superni^^ary 
rank until he would have been promoted in ordinary course. 

" 12. Six of the most meritorious Medical Officers of the Service shall 
be named our Honorary Physicians, and six our Honorary Surgeons. 

“ Note. Under instructions from the Secretary of State for .India it 
is notified that an officer promoted to the rank of Deputy Surgeon General 
under Article 8 or Article g J of the above Warrant, will not reckon his 
service in that rank as service for the additional pension of per annum, 

until he has been absorbed into the establishment of the grade, except any 
period he may have officiated as an Administrative Officer.” 

The honorary designations of Q.H.S. and Q.H.P. had been 
first given \^der clause 15, of the warrant of ist Feb., 1859, 
but without Vny increase o'f rank until i88i.' 

No officerW the I.M.S. on the active list has been promoted 
to Colonel unoi^ these orders, but cases have occurred of such 
promotion after \ retirement, . e.g. Colonel D. D. Cunningham. 
Lt.-Colonel R. S. If. Hendersonj of the R.A.M.C., was appointed 

* For the warrant of 1859, see Chap. XXXVII, The_ Crown Succeeds the Com- 
pany. \ ■ 

t For the_ warrants of iv873, 1880, and 1891, see Chap. XXXVIII, 1865-9 • 

t Promotion for distinguished service in tiie field. 
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Honor.ny Phy^cian to tho King from 22nd Nov.,' 1910, and 
promotod (o liivvot Col<»ncl, but was not givcji an adminislralivc 
appctintnunt on the stvoni’th of his promotion. 

l?y a Koyal Wanant, dabd I5lh Si‘j)t., 190C, the distinction 

Ibuioraiy Pliysician and Surgeon to the King was limited, 
as far as the was eoncirned. to ofijcens on the active 

list, and was made tenabh’ only so long as they remained on the 
active, list. The same change in the tenure of these distinctions 
was bnuight into force in the I.M.S. by the Koyal Wairant of 
Sth Aug., ion.* 

Senior Surgeons. — ^“rhe titl*- of Senior Surgeon w.as conferred 
on :ill Surgeons of over thirty years' service by para. 8 of G.O. 
No. ifmof j.*-! July, i8.j2. 

" .Mt SHr,':co:v of .-50 yr.Ar:.' Service, to tn* clc;i(;Hatetl ' Senior Surgeons,' 
ant! iJicir o-Jalivc K.uil: wilJi ofiirrja of the .Army to be that of M.-ijor. 
TJu-'. :i:rrtuj:t*nKnt, liJ;c ,aJl otljfrji Jiaving tefetentre only to the r.anl: and 
dc.'ii;na*.;oa of Medical (hTiC'Tr. confen: no rlaiin wliatcvcr to .superior 
.•'.tlftw.nncc'-, .ar.tl wilt lualie no thangc wh.Uevt-r in tljc nature of tlieir 
inu'loyincat." 

The Arvr,' /.tV/ of 18,53 shows eighteen men of over thirty 
ye;lr^' service tind'T this title, viz. three membcr.s of the Medical 
Ijo.itd, thirlei'ii S.S.s, and two very senit>r ofilcer.s, S. Nicolson 
.'iiid J. Kaiihen. who Itad givi-n up promotion. This title, for 
it am hardly ho c.alled a definite rank, was in force for seventeen 
years, a.nd was abulislud by the footnote to the first clause of 
the I.M.S. WatT.uU of 1st Feb.. 1859, the rank of Surgeon-Majtir 
;tt twenty years' service being gr.mled in its place. 

.A Bombay Mily, I.etti-r, dated 2nd .Aug., iSi.{, states in 
p.nas. i.j to 19 that the designation tif Senior Surgeon has been 
intniduccd. .Another Bombay Mily. Better of 2,5th Feb., 1S16, 
states in paras. 8.5 to 88 that the title is applied to the four Senior 
Surgeons next to the Medical Board.f Tiiese Senior Surgeons 
must have been fur the most jiarl the Supciintending Surgeons. 

The Court of Directors abolished this title, as soon as tliey heard 
it had been instituted. In para. .5.5 of a Mily. De.spatch to Bombay, 
dated 3rd Sept., 1813, they wrote — 

•' In Bcnfj.il .and Madr.v! no such dcsign.ation is Icnown .as that of Senior 
Surgeon, ’ we direct th.al it be discontinued at your Prc.sidtncy." 

' For tl« .varr.ant of Fth Aug., 1911, see Chap. XXXIII. Iloiwms and 
Riivaids, ' 

t Alihacts, J.difrs from Dombay, Vol. VJJ, 1807-10, 
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Surgeon-Major. — ^Apart from the small number of officers 
upon whom the title of Surgeon-Major was conferred in the 
eighteenth century, this title was first granted,'mJ'he first clause 
of the warrant of ist Feb., 1859, to aU Surgeons of o^-iironty 
years' service. By G.O.G.G. No. 507 of 20th June, 1864, puliidi--i..^ 
ing'Mily. Despatch from Secretary of State, No. 152, of i6th May, 
1864, the pay of Surgeon-Major was granted to these officers 
with effect from ist Oct., 1858, the date of the A.M.D. Warrant. 
Therankis also recognised in clause 29 of the Warrant of 7th Nov., 
1864. But, up to 1873, the designation of Surgeon-Major was 
simply a title conferred on senior rhedical officers, not a definite 
rank. It was not until 1873 that Surgeon-Major became a 
definite and separate rank. In the second clause of the Royal 
Warrant of loth May, 1873, promotion from Surgeon to Surgeon- 
Major was granted at twelve years' service. The title remained 
unchanged, being the only one which was not altered, in 1891, 
and in 1898 was changed to Major. 

Brigade Surgeon. — ^The rank of Brigade Surgeon was 
instituted from 27th Nov., 1879. It was first given to the A.M.D. 
on that date, subsequently extended to the I.M.S., with effect 
from the same date, 27th Nov., 1879, by the first clause of the 
Royal Warrant of i6th Nov., 1880. The Royal Warrant of 2£vtb- 
May, 1881, published as G.G.O. No. 375, of 8th' July, 1881, lays 
down that Brigade Surgeons, who as such hold the relative rank 
of Lieut.-Colonel, take precedence of all Surgeon-Majors holding 
that rank. G.G.O. No. 376 of the same date, 8th July, 1881, 
directs that the above order applies only to the Medical Depart- 
ment, that precedence of Brigade Surgeons and combatant 
% officers respectively is governed by the Royal Warrant of i6th 
Nov., 1880, i. 6 . by the date on which each attained the relative 
rank of Lieut.-Colonel. By tiie Royal Warrant of 12th December, 
1891, the title of Brigade Surgeon Avas extended to Brigade- 
Surgeon-Lieut.-Colonel, and by that of 26th Aug., 1898, was 
abolished ; its place being taken by Lieut.-Colonel on the selected 
list, i.e. speciaUy selected for increased pay, also for subsequent 
promotion. 

A Letter from the Mily. Dept, of the Govt, of India, No. 1976a, 
of i6th Sept., 1889, published in I.M.D, Circs, of 1889, page 33 * 
lays down that an officer of the I.M.S., selected for promotion, 
cannot refuse to accept it. 
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'* The question of permitting officers of the Indian Medical Service the 
option of refusing promotion’ to the Administrative grade having recently 
come under the notice of the Government of India, I'am directed to point 
out that the position of Deputy Surgeon General is now that of an officer 
holding a distinct rank in the Army, and not merely a departmental 
grade.- Officers are not permitted to decline promotion in the Army, and 
the Governor General in Council has decided that in future all Brigade 
Surgeons of the Indian Medical Service nominated for promotion shall be 
required to accept it." 

Relative Rank. — ^From the foundation of the Service, in aU 
probability, and certainly from Lord Cornwallis' reorganisation 
in 1788, Surgeons ranked with Captains, and Assistant Surgeons 
as Lieutenants. The question of rank, as such, does not seem 
to have attracted much attention in these early days, either in 
the Medical Service or in the rest of the Army. But rank carried 
Avith it various pecuniary allowances, and these, as is only natural, 
were considered of great importance. That Assistant Surgeons, or 
Hospital Mates, were ranked as Lieutenants prior to 1786 is 
sho\vn by the following extract from a Secret Letter from Fort 
William, dated nth Nov., 1786, which states in paras. 149 to 

151— * 


** Hospital Board have recommended that the Orders for reducing the 
- Allowance of the Regimental Mates from Lieutenant's to Ensign's Pay, 
should not be enforced, but the Board do not deem themselves at liberty 
to yield to the request.’’ 

A Secret arid Mily. Letter from Fort William, dated 16th Aug., 
1787, reports in para. 105 that the order reducing the rank of 
Assistant Surgeons has been rescinded, t 

" Distinction between Hospital and Regimental Mates abolished, the 
whole Corps of Assistant Surgeons are to be put upon the pay and batta of 
Lieutenants,’’ 

The rank of Captain for a Surgeon of twenty years’ service 
or more seems, to our modem ideas, but a low relative rank. 
But it must be remembered that in those days the commander 
of a Sepoy battalion was only a Captain, and that an army in 
the field might be commanded by a Major. 

Higher rank seems to have been granted to some of the senior 
medical officers irregularly, under no definite rules, except those 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, 1783-89, p. 31 1. 
t Ibid., p. 360. 
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for promotion to Surgeon-Major. It can hardly be doubted that 
the ojHicers, who as heads of the Service were given the titles 
of Surgeon-General, Physician-General, Senior ^Surg^i, Chief 
Surgeon, etc., were also granted a higher relative rankiiia^hat 
of Captain, though in most cases no definite evidence of 
forthcoming. But such higher rank must have been a necessity 
to enable them to command the other medical officers of long 
service. 

Bengal Minutes of Council oi 6th Jan., 1784, notify the grant of 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel to Surgeon-Major Andrew Williams, 

“ Agreed that the Rank, Pay, Batta, and Allowances of Lieutenant 
Colonel be granted to M' Andrew Williams Surgeon Major of the First 
Brigade from this day, in consideration of his having served the Company 
faithfully as Surgeon Major for Twenty Years — at which time his well 
grounded hopes of succeeding to the office of Surgeon General are cutt off 
by the return of M' Ellis to fill that Station and who may be again suc- 
ceeded by M*^ Campbell — and in Consequence of the recommendation of 
• the Commander-in-Chief and of the late Surgeon General.” 

Andrew Williams was appointed second member of the 
Medical Board in 1786. The Proceedings of that Board of 21st 
July, 1787, contain a memorial from him, in wliich he applies 
for three years’ leave to Europe, and states that he was appointed 
in 1760, has been twenty-seven years in the country', and inUTSj 
stood second 'in the Service, next to Daniel Campbell, whom he 
with reason expected to succeed as Surgeon-General ; but lost 
the post owing to the appointment by the Court of Directors of 
James Ellis, who had left India in 1774, nine years before. Williams 
resigned the Service on 15th Jan., 1788, going home on the T/ietis, 
with leave to return, which, however, he never did. {Abstracts, 
Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, 1783-89, p. 370.) 

In Jan., 1787, relative rank was assigned to the Medical 
Service at Madras as follows — * 


Physician-General (first member Medical Board) . 
Chief Surgeon (second „ „ ) . 

Head Surgeon of Hospital in a garrison of 8000 
men . . . . _ . 

Head Surgeon of other Hospitals 
Surgeon to Regiment ' . . . . r . 

Asst, Surgeon (Hospital Mate) .... 
„ (Regimental Mate) 


as Brigadier-General, 
as Colonel. 


as Lieut.-Colonel. 
as Major, 
as Captain, 
as Lieutenant, 
as Ensign. 


Wilson, Histo>y of Madras Army, Vol. II,' pp. 185 et seq.; also Madras 
Mily, Cons, of 12th Sept,, 1786. ' 
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f /.r/.V/r/o'in .\liu!fas. Vol. IV, 17S6-1 71.17, p, 35G. 

; LtUtts fioin Jiovilny, Vol. VIII, 1807-16 (unpaijcd). 
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Another Bombay Mily. Letter of 29th Oct., 1811, states in 
para. 246 — * 

ijy of Lt. 


" Widow of late D'^ 
Colonel.” 


Thorpe admitted to pension 




William Sandwith and Jonathan Thorp '\^aorajt'^^sively 


served on the Bombay Medical Board. ThieF**' 


^^jVas locally 


appointed to the Service in Bombay on was / 

appointed to the Board on 28th April, 1806, 2c. board 

the Metcalfe, on his way home, on 9th Aug., i8o8.^e‘^ f Bombay 
General Letter of loth Feb., 1784, in which hisL appoiiptment is 
announced, in paras. 165 to 171, his name is cieytriously misspelt 
as Jandisith 4 Thorpe was nominated Service from 

Sept., 1788, reached the Board on 26th ]f/eb., 180^ with less than 
twenty years’ service, and died at BojA^l^ay on sUh Aug., 1811. 
Both were fortunate in promotion beyont-i the^ayga-age. 

As it happened, the Court of Director^, di'hllowed both these 
pensions. In paras. 49 to 51 of a Mily.Qj' pespatch to Bombay, 
dated 3rd Sept., 1813, they state that thp* only pension to which 
Mrs. Sandwith could be entitled was a pension from Lord Clive’s 
fund, and, as she was in no distress, she wa.s not eligible for that. 
On account of her late husband's services^he waF iSiOt-J*£5'aiTeii’" 
to refund the amount already drawn. 

In paras. 140 to 144 of another Mily. Despatch to Bombay, 
dated 6th June, 1814, the Court disallowed the pension granted 
to Mrs. Thorpe, stating that if Dr. Thorpe died possessed of 
property worth £2000, his widow was entitled to no pension ; if 
otherwise, she was entitled to a pension from- Lord Clive’s fund, 
but only to that of a Captain’s, not of a Lt.-Colonel’s widow. 

A warrant of 31st May, 1814^$ lays down a table of precedence 
for India, in which the Medical Board holds a much lower place 
than it did in Madras in 1787, nearly 'thirty years earlierj and the 
rank of Superintending Surgeon is not shown at aU, separate 
from Surgeon. 


"Junior Merchants, Majors, Members Medical Board. 
Factors, Captains, Surgeons. 

Writers, Lieutenants, Asst. Surgeons, Vety. Surgeons.” 


* Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. VIII, 1807-16 (unpaged), 
t Ibid., Vol. IV, 1782-89 (unpaged). 

j Quoted in Asiatic Journal, Vol. X, July to Dec., 1820, p. I75- 
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Bengal G.O. No. 23i<i of 12th Aug., 1824, clu'efly on the rank 
and pa5’’ of the Medical Board, lays down the following scale of 
relative rank for the Medical Department : — 

*' (5) The following Scale of Rank and Precedence is assigned to the 
Medifcal Officers. 

The Members of the Medical Board as Lieutenant Colonels. 

Superintending Surgeons as Majors. 

Surgeons as Captains. 

Assistant Surgeons as Lieutenants. 

" (6) The Rank so granted is to be considered as purely official or 
by Courtsey, and is not to give any Claim either to Military Command or 
to Encrcascd Allowances of any land, except in cases of distribution of 
Prize Jloney, in which the officers of the Medical Establishment wdll be 
allowed to share according to the scale of rank now established.” 

Mily. Letter from Court, No. 100, of 20th Dec., 1831, published 
in Bengal G.O. of 14th May, 1832, gives the rank of Colonel to 
the Medical Board, and Lieut.-Colonel to the Superintending 
Surgeons. 

*' Fort William, x/[1h May, 1832. The Hon. the Vice President in Council 
is pleased to direct that the following paragraphs (i and 2) of a letter, 
No. 100, from the Hon. the Court of Directors, in the Military department, ' 
under date the 20th December 1831, received 9*** May 1832, be published 
in general orders. 

— “ ‘ Sara. i. Having taken into our consideration the supersession of 

the junior members of our several Medical Boards and of Superintending 
Surgeons by the Inspectors and Deputy Inspectors of His Majesty's 
hospitals in India, as represented in the memorials received with your 
letter of the 15*^* January 1830, we have resolved that all the members of 
our several IMedical Boards shall rank as Colonels, and all Superintending 
Surgeons as Lieutenant Colonels, in our army, from the date of your 
receipt of this despatch. 

“ ‘ Para. 2. You wll be pleased to communicate this resolution to the 
governments of Madras and Bombay.’ ” 

- Bengal G.O. No. i6g of ist July, 1842, in its fifth clause, 
alters the' title of the members of the Medical Board, who are 
stated to rank as Brigadier-General. 

" The designation of ist, 2nd, and 3rd Members of the Medical Board, 
is abolished, and the following titles are substituted : 

Physician General ...... ist Member. 

Surgeon General ...... 2nd „ 

Inspector General of Hospitals . . . 3rd „ 

" The Members of the Board will accordingly be commissioned with 
. Ihese Titles when appointed to the respective positions above mention^, 
and when retiring from the Service will be placed on the Retired List 
with the Title then held by them. 
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" The Regulation which fixes the ranlc of Brigadier General as the 
relative Army Rank of Members of the Medical Board, will equally apply 
to those Members under the new Titles now established.” 


The I.M.S. Warrant of ist Feb., 1859, in clause nine, gives 
the following relative rank to the Medical Department / 

" I.G., after three years’ service as such or with an Army7 
in the Field . . . . . . . ) 


I.G.,- under three years’ service . 
D.I.G., first class .... 
D.I.G., second class .... 
Surgeon Major .... 

Surgeon ...... 

Asst. Surgeon of six years’ service 
. Asst. Surgeon under six years’ service 


Major General. 
/ ' ’ 
Biig. General. - 

Colonel. 

, Lt. Colonel. 

■'Lt. Col,, junior 
of the rank. 
Major. 
Captain. 
Lieutenant.” 


By clause 31 of the I.M.S. Warrant of 7th Nov., 1864, tenure 
of office as D.I.G. was restricted to five years, the term to which 
tenure of office as I.G. was already restricted, as that of members 
of the Medical Board had been. Clause 33 states that the ranks 
of I.G. and D.I.G. are substantive ranks. By Clause 44 -Royal 
commissions, conferring rank in any part of the world, were 
granted, in place of commissions from the Company, which gave 
rank in India only. • 

_ •ac-.nnt intcrtrirea 

The Royal Warrant of loth May, 

of Assistant Surgeon, and in ^ 1. j. -o 

, , .^xa€r Mily. Despatch to Bombay, 

rank as follows : — ^ j 

— .^^ne'Xourt disallowed the pension granted 

to Mrs. Thorpe, stating that if Dr. Thorpe died possessed of 

property worth ;^2000, his widow was entitled to no pension ; if 

otherwise, she was entitled to a pension from- Lord Clive’s fund, 

but only to that of a Captain’s, not of a Lt.-Colonel’s widow. 

A warrant of 31st May, 1814'! lays down a table of precedence 
for India, in which the Medical Board holds a much lower place 
than it did in Madras in 1787, nearly ‘thirty years earlier', and the i 
rank of Superintending Surgeon is not shown at aU, separate | 
from Surgeon. 


" Junior Merchants, Majors, Members Medical Board. 

Factors, Captains, Surgeons, 

Writers, Lieutenants, Asst. Surgeons, Vety. Surgeons.” 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. VIII, 1807-16 (unpaged), 
t Ibid., Vol. IV, 1782-89 (unpaged). 

J Quoted in Asiatic Journal, Vol. X, July to Dec., 1820, p. 175. ■ 
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Service. The only other changes are the mention of the new 
rank of Brigade Surgeon, introduced in 1879, and ranldng as 
Lieut.-Colonel, and the grant of rank as Lieut.-Colonel to all 
Surgeon-^Iajors of twenty 3'ears’ service, with the omission of 
the. invidious distinction, " junior of the rank.” 

This warrant was most unpopular with the army as a whole, 
outside the j\Iedical Services, and naturally so. It was generally 
and reasonablj' felt that the ncwlj'-joined medical officer was 
much o\’or-ranked by the grant of the rank of Captain at once. 
It is true that medical officers enter the Arm}^ at an age con- 
siderablj' older than subalterns, but the difference was nothing 
like as much as twelve years, which was then the length of service 
required of the Staff Corps subaltern before promotion to Captain. 
It was also the case that the subaltern, who ranked junior to the 
newl3^-appointed medical officer, was fairl3' certain to catch him 
up and pass him before either rose to^^Jie rank of Colonel, if both 
lived and served so long. But few .v°^aig menjare likely to look 
so far ahead as that, or to consider ^ 3 .^ P^ «V may stand a quarter 
of a ccntur3'’ later. It was both natifi?'|^ 3 nd ju\stifiable that an 
order which gave the rank of Captain to l^^gcons^ on first joining 
should be unpopular with the combataniran'^ks. Most of the 
Surgeons, entering as Captains, were about twenty-four or twenty- 
five years old, some as 3'oung as twenty-two, none older than 
lwent3f-eight ; while subalterns were mostly from twenty to 
thirl3^ 3^cars of age, a few even older, and many of them had seen 
a fair amount of active service. On the other hand, the medical 
officer might plead that it was hardl3'^ fair tliat he should enter 
at tw,ent3^-two to twenty-eight years of age, below the junior 
subalterns, about twenty 3^ears old, some even less ; in some cases 
their owm 3'ounger brothers. Had the warrant given the newly- 
joined Surgeon the rank of Lieutenant, ■svith five or six years’ 
seniorit3' as such, it would have been fairer to both sides, and 
would have caused much less ill feeling. 

Surgeon on Probation. — ^This grade, with relative rank of 
Lieutenant, was introduced from 6th July, 1881, by a Royal 
Warrant of that date, published in G.G.O. No. 459 of 19th Aug., 
1881, and contained in I.M.D. Circs, for 1881, page 4^1 . 

- - “ Whereas we deem it expedient, with a view to the assimilation of 

the grades of Our Indian Medical Service to those of Our Army Medical 


TT T \T C \7r\l T 


338 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

Department, to provide for the appointments to Our Indian Medical 
Service being in the first instance made on probation. 

“ Our Will and Pleasure is that from and after the date of this Our 
Warrant 

“ I. The grades of Medical Ofiicer in Our Indian Militar^or^es shall 
be six in number, the undermentioned grade being added to those eapmer- 
ated in Article one of Our Warrant of November 1880, viz. ' 

"6. Surgeon on Probation. 

, “ 2. A Surgeon on Probation shall have the relative rank of Lieutenant 
“ (Given at Windsor, 6*^* July, 1881).” - 


The Surgeon’s commission, ranking as Captain, was, however, 
s till ante-dated to tlie beginning of his probationary course, when 
that course was completed. 

The Royal Warrant of 14th Dec., 1891, conferred upon the 


Medical Services the compoimd titles. At the same time, under 
the first and third clauses, was introduced the new rank of Surgeon- 
Lieutenant. The of this rank were promoted to^ Surgeon- 

Captain on comp'G. was years’ full-pay service.. 

Finally the beeif.^^^ Aug., 1898, Conferred 

upon the I.M.S,' are subst~^ titles, which had' been granted 
to officers of t 4 rring r Staff, along with the designation of 
Royal Army M^jf comr'-’^pSj a few months before.* This\varrant 
is given below 

Warrant of 10th and 26th 

“ India Office, 26^1* August, 1898. 

" Victoria, R.I. 

“ Whereas we have deemed it expedient to alter tire Rank 
-Officers of our Indian Medical Service : Bral 

" Our Will and Pleasure is that the followng alterations shall 


Present Ranks. 

Surgeon-Colonel 

BrigadeSurgeon-Lieutenant-ColoneD 
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel . 3 
Surgeon-Major 
Surgeon-Captain 
Surgeon-Lieutenant . 


New Ranks. 

Colonel. 

Lieutenant-CoJ^ 

Major. 

Captain. 
Lieutenant. 


" Officers above the rank of Surgeon-Colonel shall in future 
Surgeon-Generals (ranking as Major-Generals), and the title of 
Major-Generals now serving shall be altered accordingly. . 

“It is further Our Will and Pleasure that the following altj. 


0 . 


* The Royal Warrant, granting combatant titles to the R.A.M.L , 
published in the London Gazette of 19th July, 1898. That of the 
published in the London Gazette of 26th Aug., i8g8, and in the Gazettervj-'_, 
of 24th Sept., 1898. It was republished in I.A.C, of 1898, clause' 185 ; ana 
I.M.D. Circs, for 1898, p. 6i. 
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shall be made in the honorary rank of the Senior Assistant Surgeons of 
the Subordinate Alcdical Department in India : 


I’rcscnl Honorary Rank^, 
Surgeon-Major 
Surgeon-Captain 
Surgeon-Lieutenant . 


New Honorary Ranks. 
. Major. 

. Captain. 

. Lieutenant. 


“ Given atOur Courtal Osborne, this Tenth day oi August, One thousand 
eiglit hundred and ninety-eight, in the sixty-second year of Our reign. 
By Her hlajcsty’s Command, — George Hamilton." 


One more allcralion of rank has since been made. By the 
first clause of the Roj'al Warrant of 28th June, 1905, published 
as Mily. Dept. Notification No. 694, of iith Aug., 1905, the rank 
of Lieutenant-General may be conferred upon the Director- 
General of the I.M.S., who ordinarily ranlcs as a Major-General. 
This order was repeated in the first clause of the Royal Warrant 
of 13th ^larch, 190*^ oublished as jMily. Supplj^ Dept. Notification 
No. 27 of 24th Aj^ and also in the first clause of the 

•jRoyal Warrant or 5^ ' June, 1913, published in the London 
o of 3rd June, 1913, and in the Gazette of India of 28th June, 
^ ^ . So far, however, this clause has not been put in force. 
Honorary Step on Retirement — ^A step of honorary rank 
retirement was first granted by the fourteenth clause of the 
five y('ant of ist Feb., 1859. This step was given only to officers 
twenlycr twenty-five years' service, and only if recommended by 
tliirlyhead of the department ; and, of course, carried with it no 
a fair =^se of pension. The same rule is repeated in clause 43 of 
offj^jgr warrant of 7th Nov., 1864, and in the tenth clause of the 
at Warrant of loth May, 1873. In the last clause of the 
subalt^ \yarrant of i6th Nov., 1880, the period of service qualif3dng 
their honorary step was reduced to twenty years. The 

joined ^ honorary step on retirement was abolished, with' 
senioril 3 ^®^ Dec., 1887, by the eleventh clause of the Royal 
would l^’^^ 3 °^^^ April, 1887. There can be little doubt that the 

Syj; of an honorary step on retirement was a mistake. It 
Lieuter®'^ to all corps and departments, of course, not to the Medical 
Warra^^®® only ; and, while gratifying to the recipients, made the 
1881 P higher ranks much too cheap. 

’ .Promotion for Distinguished Service. — Such special pro- 
-ju_-Jons have rarely been given in the I.M.S., only some dozen 
or so during the past century, with a few earlier instances. 
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During the years 1778 to 1782 large detachments from the 
Bengal Army were sent to serve in the other Presidencies; a 
force under Colonel Leslie, and after his death under Colonel 
Goddard, to Bombay, for service in the first Maratha 
another under Colonel T. D. Pearse to' Madras, for employmgnt'-. 
in the second Maisur war. The Bengal Government granted to 
many of the Assistant Surgeons employed with these troops brevet 
and temporary rank as Surgeons, the object obviously being to give 
their oto officers seniority over the men of , the same rank in the 
armies of the other two Presidencies, along with whom they might 
be serving. The number of such cases was about half a dozen, all 
of which are recorded in the Bengal Minutes of Cofwzcj^Ts^llows : 

On 30th May, 1778, a brevet of Surgeon was granted to ^sistant 
Surgeon W. R. Mimro, while on service with Colonel^esfies 
' force, “ to endure so long as he shall continue on the/|>’^®sent 
Service, and no longer.” In his application for tliisV 
Munro quotes as a precedent similar brevets given to Mj^ . 
Thomas, sent to Madras, and to Messrs.- Chalcraft and iPhiUips, 
sent in the preceding year, 1777, to Bombay. 

Two months later, on 25th July, 1778, brevets wer^ 
to Assistant Surgeons Robert Johnstone and George BoyJj 
attached to Colonel Leslie's force, to rank as Surgeon fre 
dates of appointment as Assistant Surgeon, until the retij 
the force to, Bengal. 

On 26th Jan., 1781, Assistant Surgeon Jolm Williai 
granted a brevet as full Surgeon- while serving 
detachment under Colonel Pearse. 

In one case a brevet was given for good service in the 
to Assistant Surgeon Charles Laird, on 21st May, 1781, for ga 
at the capture of Gwalior by the troops under Major 
This brevet was only temporary, " during his continuanj 
Major Popham’s detachment." 

In one case, at this period, permanent and substantij 
motion to Surgeon was given. The Minutes of 4th Marcq 
record — 


” Agreed that George Harrison Assist Surgeon be promi 
the rank of Surgeon in consideration of his voluntary offer to go onj 
to the Coast, and that M' William Dick and Mr. Robert Grant j 
S urgeons be likewise ordered to repair to Fort St. Georee-an'^- 
Army under Sir Eyre Coote." 


Thno is no ri'cord of any bivvof lo Dick or Grant. Tins 
pcnnanonl promotion pixa ii to llnniscm, as a iwv.ircl for volunteer- 
inp: for aetiv<^ servio', l«)olcs as if there was not nnir.h r.ompetilion 
to see service in the Karnatik. Harrison was the senior Assistant 
Stnpeon in lh’nj;.»l at the time, though he. liad only three and a 
h.ilt years’ service, havinj: been appointed Surgeon of the Royal 
ChaikUc on 17th Aug.. J77S, and r.anked as a member of the 
i^ejvice from that date, lie died in Cale.utta <»n 22nd Df?c.., 178.1. 

Temjiorary rank as St>r/:<am-Major was given, on at least 
two occasions, to the senior Surgeims of detachments serving in 
ihoe w.ins. James l'<>rd and John Laird. These grants are 
ji cojdcd in the Rcur.a! Minutts 0/ Council of 6th March, 1781, 
when James Tttrd, senior Surgeon to the detachment employed 
under Lieut.-Cohtml Camac i»n .service beyond the Jtimna was 
appointed Furgeon-Mnjor to that detachment ; and on 25th 
M.uch, J782. when John Laird, senior Surgeon doing duty with 
the Lengal detadunent in the Karnatik, was appointed Snrgcon- 
Majrtr to that detachment with effect from ist Nov., 1780. These 
grants of t« niporary rank, huw» ver, convspond exactly with the 
jmnh rn practice l>y which temporary nmk as Deput}' Surgeon- 
r^ncs.'d. in the last fifteen year.s as Colonel, has been bestowed 
-»'> in nu-dical (ducers of lower rank while acting as P.M.O. of 
' y' ice on active service. 

v; ,j'w<i yeais later, on 2Sth Jan.. 1785. John Laird was appointed 
geon-Major lo the. fust Brigade, vice Thomas, discharged, 
” ■■■■ I eon^ider.ition of his meritorious services in the late war in 
"■-'■■.i-i Karnatik." This promotion was permanent and substantive. 

V' was not given until a vacancy in the higher rank had occurred, 
';;i>..;i.on that vacancy was bestowed upon Laird, who Ihcrcby 
th’.;5 < '"iseded a few oflicers senior to liim. Laird afterwards became 
i'a.'-i ddenl of the Medical Board, and held that post for nearly 
ye.irs, fr<»m June, 1791, to Dec., 1800. 

'.‘iriie next case of sjiccial promotion occurred on ii|lli Feb., 
Suj 3, when Assistant Surgeon Andrew Jukes, of Bombay, was 
k'-Mitf jinotcd lo Surgeon at the request of Muhammad Nabi Khan, 
envoy to India, lo whose suite Jukes had been attached. 
Jukes was then the senior Assistant Surgeon in the Bombay 
fiy,his promotion onlj^ gave him the rank and pa}' of Surgeon 
some two months earlier than he would otherwise have got them. 
Half a century elapsed before any other special promotions 


342 ^HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

were given. On 7th Nov., 1858, the four Assistant Surgeons who 
had served in, and had survived, the defence of, Lucknow, Joseph 
Fayrer, S. B. Partridge, H. M. Greenhow, and Robert. Bird, were 
promoted to Brevet Surgeon. A Hfth, J. W. R. Amesbirf^^as 
subsequently also 'promoted, for services in the Mutiny, nonT 
14th Aug., i860. These promotions were brevet only, the men 
promoted dropping back into their original places later on. 

Curiously, not one of these five officers rose to the administra- 
tive rank. Amesbury was passed over for promotion to Brigade 
Surgeon, and, while stiU serving, died at Masuri on 6th Oct., 1881. 
Fayrer, Partridge, and Greenhow retired as Surgeon-Majors, and 
Bird as a Brigade Surgeon. Fayrer, of course, left India for 
better prospects at home, succeeding Sir Ranald Martin as 
President .of the Medical Board of the India Office, a post which he 
held for over twenty years, from 1874 to 1895, wth the rank of 
Surgeon-General. Partridge also served for some years as junior 
member of the same Board. These four all survived the Mutiny 
from thirty to fifty years. Bird died at Cobham, Virginia, on 
31st Oct., i8go ; Partridge in London on 7th May, 1898 ; Fayrer 
at Falmouth on 21st May, 1907, while Greenhow, .the last survivor, 
died so recently as 26th Nov., 1912. 

By G.O.G.G. No. 941 of 6th Oct., 1868, it-v/as-xuled' tH^ 
special promotion for distinguished service should in future be 
not brevet, but permanent and substantive. In the Royal 
Warrants of 30th April, 1887 (clause 9), and of 14th Dec., 1891 
(clause 9), it is laid doAvn that an officer promoted for distinguished 
service in the field shall remain supernumerary in the higher 
rank until he would have been promoted in the ordinary course. 
The interpretation put upon these clauses, as laid down in a 
Despatch from the Secretary of State, dated 12th Feb., 1891, 
paras. 2 and 3, published in I.M.D. Circs, for 1891, page i, is, 
that an officer promoted to higher rank for distinguished service 
is entitled to benefit throughout his service by the higher position 
he has gained. And this procedure has accordingly been followed 
in those cases of special promotion subsequently given. 

" Extract (paras. 2 and 3) from a despatch dated the 12*** February 
1891, from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 

" 2. I forward herewith copy of a letter from the War Office, fro®- 
which yon will observe that, in the case of an officer, of the Medical StaC, 
the procedure adopted in the case of Sibthorpe would certainly have 
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been followed, as Stanhope is of opinion that tliat officer was very 
property .promoted. 

" 3. It appears from tliis decision that Article 417 of the Royal 
Wan-ant of the 22“*^ February 1890 is intended only to provide that the 
ordinary promotion of officers, senior to the officer selected for promotion 
+0 a higher rank for distinguished service, shall not be retarded as regards 
that particular rank; but that as regards further advancement, the 
officer promoted for distinguished service shall benefit by the position he 
has gained. As the Secretary of State for War is the interpreter of the 

Royal Warrant, tliis must be accepted 
as an authoritative decision on the 
subject, and must also therefore be 
accepted as laying down the rule for tlic Indian Medical Service.” 


See my Military Despatches 
No. 166 of 15th August 18S9, para 10, 
No. 5 of 15th January 1S91. 


Such special promotions have been very sparingly given in 
the I.j\I.S., only in six cases in all, since the Mutiny. 

(1) Surgeon John Lumsdaine, Bombay, promoted to Surgeon- 
Major on 15th Aug., 1868, for ser\dces in the Abyssinian War ; 
became D.S.G. 30th Sept., 1876, retired as D.S.G. ist May, 
18S3. 

(2) Surgeon-Major C. Sibthorpe, Madras, promoted to Brigade 
Surgeon 17th May, 1886, for sertnees in the Burma campaigns 
of 1885-86 ; S.G. Madras, i8th May, 1894 ; retired 25th July, 
1900. 

(3) Surgeon-Lieut. -Colonel H. Hamilton, Bengal, promoted to 
Brigade Surgeon-Lieut.-Colonel 20th May, 1898, for services in 
the Tirah campaign ; S.G. 24th March, 1907 ; retired 7th April, 
1911. 

(4) Surgeon-Major T. Grainger, Bengal, promoted to Surgeon- 
Lieut.-Colonel 20th May, i8g8,for services in the Tirah campaign ; 
Colonel 3rd Dec., 1909. 

(5) Lieut.-Colonel H. B. Briggs, Bombay, promoted to the 
selected list 2nd Oct., 1898, for services in the Tirah campaign ; 
Colonel loth July, 1905 ; retired ist Jan., 1909. 

(6) Major C. C. Manifold, Bengal, promoted to Lieut.-Colonel 
29th Nov., 1900, for services in China; Colonel 29th March, 
1910, andT.G.C.H., U.P. and Oudh. 

All six of these officers, it will be seen, reached the administra- 
tive ranks, two that of Surgeon-General, while two are still 
ser\dng. 

During the last three years a few brevet promotions have 
been given for distinguished service, in the field or scientific. 
On ist Jan., 1911, Lieut.-Colonels W. B. Bannerman, Madras, and 
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H. F. Cleveland,- Bombay, were gazetted Brevet Colonels, and 
Captain S. R. Christophers, of the General List, received a Brevet . 
Majority. And in the London Gazette of 15th Nov., 1912, Captain 
W. T. McCowen, of ' the General List, was gazetted to be Brevet 
Major, wth effect from 2gth Aug., 1912, for services on the"'- 
occasions of the attacks made on a detachment of the 39th 
King George’s Own, Central India Horse, near Kazerun in Persia, 
in Dec., 1911. 

On nth Nov., 1910, a Brevet Colonelcy was conferred upon 
Lieut.-Colonel J. Shearer, C.B. an officer who had seen much active 
service, but was debarred by age from substantive promotion, 
and retired less than a month later, on 6th Dec., 1910. 

Another Brevet Colonelcy has since been given to Lieut.-Colonel 
B. G. Seton, Bengal, from 30th June, 1913. 

. A Civil Surgeon-General for the prordnee of Bengal was 
appointed in 1878, and for the N.W.P., now the U.P., on ist April, 
1879, the latter appointment being notified in I.M.D. Cires. No. 33 
of 2nd April, 1879. From the date of these appointments the 
civil duties of the D.S.G.’s in these provinces, Calcutta, Dinapur, 
and Dakka in Bengal ; Allahabad, Luclmow, and Meerut in the ■ 
N.W.P., ceased. 



At fh«: Hiijt' th«‘ Civil Maliral AfIminis.(ralivo Staff was 

tcnvK.uii‘;t‘(!, hv ll<'pt. Koi. No. 350. of i«}th March, 1S80, 

pnhlisht <1 in f.Vfcs. for 1880, pages 10-33. One, Snrgcon- 

(»cn»'ral w.e; sanrtioncd in each (»f the. lhr<’e Servira's, JBengal, 
Math a*:, anti J^ojnhay, the tirstoianu’d being styled Stu gcon- 
(♦nnral .and Sanitary C'onnnisMoner with the (lovt. td India. 
I'otir n.S.Ct.'s were .appointed as C.ivil .-N.M.O.'s in the. four 
pri»vin«'es of Ih-ng.tl. the X.W.l'., the P.anjah, and the C.l’., 
ihe thst three having the title and the local rank of Surgeon- 
(hner.tl. The Civil Medical Administr.ttion tjf Assam was left 
in the hands tif the Military n.S.Ci. of the l^astern Tronticr 
IHstriri ; while the Military IXS.Ci.'s t*f tin* Sind District and 
td the P.injah I'roulier I'orce were h-ft with the Civil Medical 
Adminisir.ttion «‘f their respective ihai7;es, .subject, as far as 
their civil woj): wejit, to the Sttrgeojj-dejier.tls of Domhay and 
the I’.mj.ib. 

llte ab(»ve I h.’.ni:<-s rethtced tlw number of .Military D.S.G.’s 
by tight. !-i>: tifsicejs of the I.M.S. and two of the A.M.D. On 
the othtf hand, llu* I.M.S. gth two new civil D.S.G.’s, the Panjah 
and the C.P.. bi sidt s the two for Bengal and the N.W.P., 
1 auctioned in 1878 and tS;*). 

IJy cl.ne.<* .j.j of /..I.C*. f<ir .April. 1885, republished in IMJ). 
l for 1883, page 7, the hu al rank .md title of S.G. held 
(he Civil A.M.O.V- <*f Bengal, the N.W.P.. and the Pan jab, were 
abolished. an<l the title «d Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals 
w.o: conf< rr« d tjpon them. 

Sine<* 1880 various chauges havi* heejt made in the number 
and dislrihulittn of the appointments of .A.M.O., more in military 
than in civil ttnployment. 

'Hje chief civil changes have been two. Inrsl, the appointment 
of an A.M.O. with the rank <jf Colonel and the title of I.G.C.H. 
f<,ir IheProvinee oi Burma, in whieh the Civil Medical .Administra- 
tion had prenonsly been in the hands of the Inspector-General 
of Prisons. This appointment was sanctioned in Despatch 
3 Judicial of 25th Jan., 3900, issued in Govt, of India, 
Pinance and Commerce Dept., Order No. 893 Ex. of 19111 Feb., 
3900, and republished in J.M.D. Circs, for 1900, page. 12. 
Second, from llie dale of llic formation of the new province of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, 5lh Oct., 1905, the Military D.S.G. 
of the Eastern Frontier province, who had, formerly discharged 
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military,, civil, and sanitary duties as A.M.O., became I.G.C.H. 
of the new province, with a separate Sanitary Commissioner, and 
no military duties. The title of I.G.C.H. was also conferred 
upon the Civil A.M.O. of the Central Provinces, by GovL of 
Indiaj Finance and Commerce Dept., Order No. 179, of^Td' 
June, 1904. 

The political changes announced by the King at the Delhi 
Darbar of Dec., 1911, necessitated several changes in medical 
administration. The medical staff of the abolished province of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam was, naturally, no longer required ; 
but the same staff, Inspectors-General of Hospitals and Prisons, 
and Sanitary Commissioner, was sanctioned for the new province 
of Bihar and Orissa. A new medical administrative appoint- 
ment was sanctioned for the small province of Assam, then re- 
constituted, that of Inspector-General of Hospitals, wth the 
duties of I.G. of Prisons and Sanitary Commissioner, in addition 
to his own purely medical duties. 

In the military branch the chief changes since 1880 have 
also been two. First, the abolition of the three old Presidency 
Armies of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, and the substitution 
for them of four Army Corps, each forming a Command, Panjab, 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. This change took place" in'lSQ'S. 
The alterations in distribution of Medical Administrative Staff 
caused thereby were notified in clauses 35, 56, and 63 of I.A.C. 
for 1895, republished in I.M.D. Circs, for 1895, pages 7 to 9 and 13. 
A.P.M.O. was appointed to each command, of the rank of Surgeon- 
Major-General (clause 63), their pay being fixed at Rs.2200 per 
month (clause 56). Of these fom* P.M.Q.’s, two, for the Eastern 
and Western Commands, were taken from the British Army; 
one, for the Panjab, from Bengal while the fourth, Madras, 
was taken alternately from the Madras and Bombay Services. 
The Madras Command was abolished, as a separate Army Corps, 
in 1904, but the Commanding Ofiicer of the Sikandarabad Division 
retained the rank of Lieut.-General, and corresponded direct 
mth Army Headquarters. His P.M.O. also retained the rank 
of Surgeon-General. In 1907 the four Commands were abolished, 
and the whole Indian Army reorganised in nine divisions. The 
changes made in the Administrative Staff of the Medical Services 
were notified in Indian Army Order No. 247, of 30th May, I9°7, 
republished in I.M.D. Circs, for 1907, page 25* ■ The P.M.O. s 


RANK 


3‘17 


of Ihrrt' of \\v' nino diviMoiis wrn*. lo hi* Stirgmii-Goncrals, on 
Rs.iioo a month. Two of Ihosc. as w<*ll a.s llic liighcst appoint- 
ment. ns P.M.O. ll.M.'s h'orres in Indi.n, were, retained by the 
British Medirnl Department, the third hy the Beng.al Service, 
while. Madras and l?omhay h»sl the appointment as P.M.O., 
with r.mh of S.(I.. whi'di they had previously held alternately. 
The a]ipointment of Civil I.G.C.II. in Ihirina, which was to have 
het ji held hy P»enj:.d and Madras .alternately, was j)crmanently 
m.ule over t«> Madr.is. Only one. Penpal ofliccr ever held this 
appointment, Colnnel R. .Macrae, and that onlj* for six months, 
I'eh. to .An;;.. I005. 

Sanitary Commissioners.—Govt. of India Despatch No, 152, 
t»f j(i!h .Atur.. iW>7, to the S(rrtlar\* of State, for Indja, details 
v.niou*; propo-'-ds for tie* appointment of Sanitary Commissioners, 
(<d That th'* l.ti.'s of J.aiD vhotild he appointed Sanitarj' Com- 
mi^sioin rs itt addition to their own duties. (6) That the duties 
of Sinitary <'ojnmi<‘-ioner should he imposed upon D.I.G.’s. 
(c) Th.M some (d the D.I.G.'s .<hnuld he appointed Sanit.iry Com- 
mi'di-turs, tluir duties h-inp hand'd over to other D.I.G.'s. 
{.'ft Th.it <epa:iito oflicers, of the rank «»{ Sttrpeon-Major or Surgeon, 
shmild h'* appointed. 

1 ‘he Sern t.in* of State, in a. Despatrh dated 30th Nov., iSOy, 
.approvi'd Jh'* l.i*-t proposal, tin* other three being rejected, 

(e) I.G.'s of Jail'.' had <*nough to do in carr3*ing out 
th‘‘jr own dtiti'-', (h) M<’raus'' D.I.G.’s were milifar\' officers. 

(f) Bi'cm-;'* it w.i*. advicald'i to haw on'* D.I.G. for each divL'^ion 

of th'- .army. S mitary C'tmmissioner was accordingh' appointed 

for earh of tlio fiw clfief provinccv:. Bengal, the N.W.P., Panjab, 
M.'dr.as. and Bomh.aj-. .At the. same time the existing Sanitary 
Coinmi««!c.ncr of the Bengal Presidenej’ became Sanitaiy* Com- 
missioner with th.e Government of India. 

From 31st March, iSSo, the appointment of Sanitary Com- 
missioner with the Government of India was combined with 
that of Surgeon-General with the Govemmemt of India, in the 
person of the head of the I.M.S., and so remained for a quarter of a 
century, until again made separate appointments in Sept., 1904, 
wlien th-' late Lieut.-C''^Ionel J. \V. T. Leslie^ who had previously 
b'cn Secretary to the Director-General, was made Sanitary* 
Commissioner. For the next eight years the Sanitary Com- 
missionership tvas a semi-independent appointment. Leslie went 
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on leave in igiii the Director-General taking over the dutiw 
of that appointment, and died at Marseilles, on his way home, 
on 27th March, 1911. Another reorganisation of the Sanitary 
Department followed, in which the Sanitary .Commissionership,' 
while actually retained, became rather a branch of the Office-oL 
the Director-General than an independent post. The Government 
Resolution on this subject was published in the Gazette of India 
of 25th May, 1912. 

Home Dept. Not. No. 150, of 15th March, 1880, in clause six, 
gave to the Sanitary Commissioners of the five chief provinces, 
Bengal, the N.W.P., Panjab, Madras, and Bombay, the rank, pay, 
and privileges of D.S.G., from the date of their completing 
twenty-six years’ service. This period of twenty-six years, 
fixed upon as the normal date at which promotion to D.S.G. 
might be expected, fell short of the reality by about four years, 
and' led to wdiolesale supercession by the Sanitary D.S.G.’s of 
the senior medical officers in the regular line, especially in 
Bengal. 

Seven Sanitary Commissioners in all held the rank of D.S.G., 
two in Bombay, two in Madras, and one each in Bengal, the 
N.W.P., and the Panjab. Only four, however, can be said to 
have got the benefit of the orders of 15th March, . i88o,- -for'*' 
J. Lumsdaine in Bombay, aided by his special promotion to 
Surgeon-Major, attained the rank of D.S.G. in the ordinary 
course, in 1876, and on his retirement in 1883 was succeeded by 
T. G. Hewlett, who had pre\dously been promoted to D.S.G. m 
his turn. In Madras also G. Bidie attained the rank of D.S.G. 
in turn. The other four were holding the appointment of Sanitary 
Commissioner before promotion, and became D.S.G. 's on com- 
pletion of twenty-six years’ service. Indeed, in the case of the 
last of these officers to attain the rank, R. Lidderdale, in Bengal, 
his name was not placed on the list of the D.S.G. 's in the Ar«iy 
List, as those of the others had been, but was left in -its origin^ 
place, with a footnote showing that he' had the local' rank an 
title of D.S.G. in Bengal. Of course he got the other advantages 
of the position, including the extra pension of D.S.G. after five 
years’ ser-vice in the rank.* 

* Dr. Lidderdale was prompted to Brigade Surgeon on 21st 
more than a year after he had attained the pecuniary advantages 01 i 
D.S.G. 
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The seven Sanitary Commissioners who held the rank of 
D.S.G. were : — 


Province. 

Name. 

Entered. 

D.S.G. 

1 

Retired. 

Bombay 

J. Liimsdaine 

lotli Nov., 1852 

30tli Sept., 1876 

1st May, 1883 


T. G. Hewlett 

20th Jan., 1854 

1st Nov,, 1879 

13th May, 1888 

^ladras 

]M. C. Furnell 

7th Feb., 1855 

7lh Feb,, 1881 

gth Oct., 1886 
S.G.sth Apl., 1885 

9t • 

G. Bidie 

20th Feb., 1856 

nth Oct., 1S84 

agtli May, 1890 
S.G. gth Oct., 1886 

N.W.P. 

C. Planck 

4th Aug., 1855 ' 

4th Ang., 1881 

4tli Ang., 1886 

Panjab 

H. W.Bcllew 

14th Nov. 1855 

i4lh Nov,, 1881 

14th Nov. 1886 

Bengal 

R. Liddcrdalc 

27th Jan., 1858 

[27th Jan., 1884] 

27th Jan., 1889 


It is worthy of note that both the officers who, as Sanitary 
Commissioners, held the rank of D.S.G., in Madras, successively 
were promoted to Surgeon-General, while none of the others 
reached a higher rank than D.S.G. 

The grant of rank and pension as D.S.G. ’s to the Sanitary 
Commissioners was abolished by Home Dept. Not. No. 228, of 
4th June, 1886, the “ extra compensation pensions '' being given 
to the Ser\dce instead. This order is quoted in full in Chap. XX, 
Pensions, 

- . A separate Sanitary Commissioner for the province of Eastern 
•Bengal was appointed, when that province was constituted, from 
15th Oct., 1905 ; and one for the Central Provinces was sanctioned 
in Order No. 1223 of i6th July, 1909, by the Govt, of India, 
Home Dept. The same appointment in Burma was sanctioned 
by Order No. 5541 G. of 12th Sept., 1907, by the Govt, of India, 
Dept, of Mily. Supply.. With the abolition of the province of 
Eastern Bengal the appointment of Sanitary Commissioner of 
that province was transferred to the newly created province of 
Bihar and Orissa. 

Since the seventeenth century great changes in social rank 
have taken place, a general levelling up all round. At that time 
the population was divided into three classes, sharply marked 
off from each other. The landed gentry, headed by the peerage, 
along with a sprinkling of clerical and legal dignitaries, formed 
thp upper class. The middle class was composed of members 
of the professions, with, especially in London and the other 
great towns, the ^vell-to-do representatives of trade and com- 
merce, who had not yet, even in the departments of banking 
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and brewing, found their way into the aristocracy. The lower 
classes were the remainder, nine-tenths of the whole. 

Of the three learned professions, the Church^ stood easily 
first ; partly because it was to some extent recruited from the 
younger sons of the upper class, who took orders with a viewio^ 
the prizes of the profession, in the shape of dignities and of 
weU-endowed livings ; partly from a survival of the tradition 
of the times when the Church was the sole repository of learning, 
the sole source of supply of the great officers of State. Law,, in 
its higher branch, came second. The Bench has always been a 
position of much dignity and of fair emolument, while successful 
practice at the Bar has in all times been a sure road to fortune. 
Medicine was a bad third. The only medical men who could be 
said to have any place at all in society were a few London con- 
sultants, graduates of Oxford and Fellows of the Royal College 
of Physicians. The other professions of the present day, Science, 
Art, Education, Engineering, Journalism, the Ciwl Service, 
hardly existed. 

But if the Church and the Law, in their higher branches,- 
ranked socially above medicine, the holders of the lower posts 
in these professions certainly stood no higher, if possible they 
were considered even lower, than the ordinary me(hcal._man— 
The great novelists of the eighteenth century give the best 
pictures of the Society of the "time, pictures no doubt somewhat 
exaggerated, but not so much so as to degenerate into mere 
caricature. For, if a satire is carried too far, it loses all its point. 
In the pictures drawn by^ these novelists we' see our predecessors 
as they appeared one to two hundred years ago. The country 
general practitioner, or apothecary, held a low enough position, 
on a par with the upper servants of the gentry, not with the 
gentry themselves. But the coimtry lawyer, or, as he is usually 
called, the attorney, cuts a much worse figure than the apothecary. 
And, as regards the Church, the poor parson is spoken of as quite 
on a level with the servants. In Fielding’s Joseph Andrews 
read how Parson Adams, a perfect master of Greek and Latin, 
with a good knowledge of French, Italian, Spanish, and Orienta 
languages, is glad to accept a li-ving worth £2^ p<^r annum, a 
the age of fifty. (Book I, chapter 3.) In the preceding chapter ^ 
Adams is sent^o drink a cup of ale in Sir Thomas Booby s kitchen. 
In Book II, , \pter 9, we are told that Sir Thomas Boo y s 
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kitclictt was ;il\vay.' <‘pt'n to him. In Tout Jones we read that 
P.wson Supi>I»' manii's jenny Joins (Hook XVIII, chapter 13), 
a lady who. whatever her meiits, has lieen the. mistress of four 
jliljVsvnt nun in th*' honk, and n-eeiws a liviuf; from Sipiin; 
\V< ;tern as a ilowiy. In A'o.<V/ii 7 ; KonJonj (chapter n) wc meet 
a enrato, uho;e pay ijo a year, thi-alini; at eaids, ami arc told 
that *' what he mo t « Nci. in i>^ pimpine..*' 

Kviii the Kinjfs eonnni^ ion, of ilalf, eonlerred no social 
v.iuU whattVir. The llnusehidd (rnnp.. the (“avahy, and a few 
favouitd Infanuy lejjnnnt'-, wi-ie oliieeiul almost entirely hy 
scions oi the upi'er ilass, and all rejpments contained some 
oJhi'ejs <»f that eko'^, who ro^o rapidly hy pnrehas«*. Wlien 
oh duly, tliey i.oi'ly u;t«l their military titles, hnt wen* spoken 
of ;e> “ Mr. Ike-h, Major in a Foot Keijinunt,” " Mr. Hlank, 
(‘aje..,in ol a ITijMte," and ;o on. In the Indian olVn ial records 
the fanuius .\dmiial W.it- on K UMtally lefenvd to simply as 
Mr. \Vat'<-n. In many u;:imenis some at lea^d «tf tin* oflhaTs 
weje of a •lass far hclow anythiuj; known at the ju’esi.-nt day. 
:\ man without money 0: interest had no chance of rising. 'To 
turn ae.ain to the n«*velists, in Tt»n Jones (Hook \'II, chapter 32), 
the heuj, when goiru’ up t«i London, falls in with a detachment 
marchhi!:: t<i meet the inv.ision fioin Se{tiland, led hy Prince 
('hailcs Howard Stuart, eoinmonly called " The Forty-five." 
It*: commander is a Lieut«*nant, who had heeii jiromoted to 
that rank hy Maill>oruui;h, for gallantry on the field, hut who, 
having neither money nor interest, remains a Lieutenant, forty 
years later, at the age of si.vty. Under him are two Hnsigns, 
one had been an attorney’s e.Ierk, the other was " the sou of 
th<^ wife of a nobleman’.*: butler." The latter worthy, Norlherlon, 
quits the army hy desertion, after having committed a highway 
robbery, and having failed to murder a woman, Mr.s. Waters, 
only through his own blundering and cowardice. In Rodcnck 
Rondpm (chajiter 8 ) the. highwayman, Rifle, sjicaks of buying a 
commission in the army, if he makes a good haul. In chapter 12 
the her(» meets Captain Weazel. Tliis self-sljdcd Captain, whose 
real rank was that of Hnsign, is depicted as an arrant little 
coward, who had been valet to a nobleman, and who had married 
his master's cast-off mistre.ss, receiving as a dowr}' " a jwir of 
colours in a marching regiment.” 

It is to be hoped that such cases as those quoted were, even 
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then, not common, either in the Church or in the Army. But 
there can be little doubt' that instances of the kind were to be 
found. • - 

In the Navy matters were much the same. A few aristocratic 
families, such as the Keppels and the Se 3 TOOurs, had a hereditary, 
connection with the Navy, and sent their sons .afloat,' "where 
they mostly rose rapidly. But the majority of the officers were 
drawn from the iniddle classes ; from the sons of professional 
men, from the ofiS'cers of the mercantile marine, then very different 
in education ^id in position from those of the present day, and ’ 
even from the lower deck. In Roderick Random we are given a • 
picture of the Navy of the time. Smollett had lumself been a 
Surgeon’s Mate in the Nav}^ and laiew his subject by experience. 
Roderick’^; micle, Tom Bowling, is depicted as a favourable 
specimen" "of liis class, the naval officer, but appears inferior to the 
ordinary seaman of the present day. In chapter 36 we read of 
the Captain of H.M.S. Lizard dying on board of old age, at eighty ; 

-of Roderick’s friend Brayl getting a commission as Lieutenant 
^tter twenty-five years’ service as Midshipman and Mate. In 
'.■. 4 imes of peace men-of-war were laid up by the dozen, their oflicers 
reduced to the miserable pijtt?uice of half pay, the cre^vs paid 
off to shift for them^l^^ Bthi;^in the constant ^wa^s of^fJie- 
eigiiicci*-.+i-, ..wxxufy'^the Navy had ai^ayjc vthe. ..ifahce of prize- 
money and promotion. Many of our famous Admirals, Sir 
Christopher Mings, Sir Cloudesley Shovel, Benbow, Sir Thomas 
Troubridge, and Captain James Cook the navigator,' were all 
men who had risen from the Io\ver deck, or, as the phrase went, 
had " crept in through the hawseholes.” 
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" Tlir l-ihoiiifr i'i worthy of Iii-J hirr." 

LmIc 7. 

Tnu early nv'tlicnl nfncors of the Kasl India Company, like their 
other servants, \v<*n; h^* no means highly paid. IVior to the 
hnmdation of the Service tm 1st Jan., i/d-l, the nstial salary seems 
tci have been /’6 a y<*ar in Ib-ngal and Madras, somewhat more 
in Bombaj*. Like the other servants of the Company, however, 
the Snrgeon was md <‘ntirely dependent on his pay, which was 
snpplemented, not only by profoiisional practice, but in many 
ea.^es by trade aitd similar im*ans. 

A Cor.u. held at lingli on 12th Bee., 1G79, gives a list of the 
Company's servants at that station, then their headquarters 
in the Bay, which includes — 

" l?obort Dow(>l:e -J. Chyrurc.con, came out in lire Iiaglf and changed 
pl.ace for the 13 ay. .Arrived 16’'* iJocembcr 1O7&. /3G per yc.ar." 

Five years later, a Letter from Court, dated 26th Nov., i6S.j, 
states — 

" M* Henry Walfon is likewise entertained to serve as a Cl>yrurgcon’s 
Mate at Ihighly or Cassninbir/ar (where there is most need of him) for five 
ye.irs at 25 rp a month for the first two years and 30 rs n month for the 
tlnee last years." 

Twenty-five rupee.s a month does not seem high pay, to our 
modem ideas, for a European medical ofiicer. It is less than the 
lowest pa)', Rs.30 per month, now drawn by a Citil Hospital 
Assistant, now called Sub. Asst. Surgeon, on first joining, under 
the new scale of pay granted in 1910.* But a simple calculation 
shows that Watson n\as really better paid than most medical 
officers in Bengal. Tlie rupee was tlien worth half a crown. 


* Sec Chnp, XXVII, The Uncovenanted and Subordinate Senices, 
Il.I.M.S.— -VOL. I. 2 A 
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The usual salary of a Surgeon, £36 per year, comes to only Rs.288 
yearly, while Rs.25 a month comes to Rs.300 a year. 

William Warren, Surgeon at Calcutta, was granted £36 a year 
by a Letter from Court dated 16th Dec., 1699, and on i6th Feb., 
1704, was taken into the service of the United Company on the. 
same pay. Apparently he also drew a separate salary from the 
Old Company, by whom he was first employed.* • 

The list of the Company’s servants in Bengal, on i8th Jan., 
1714/15, shows — t 

' “ Surgeon Richard Harvey, arrived in India i Janry 1712, pay ^{36 
„ Oliver Coult ,. • » 7 Sept 1713, „ ^36 

„ William Hamilton „ „ 27 Deer 1711, „ ^ 3 ^ 

gone with y® present.” 

A Letter from Bengal dated 4th Feb., 1750/51, notes in 
para. 113 — 

“ On 3^ November appointed M*" John Bristow Steward of the Hospital 
with an Allowance of Rupees 30 p. Month.” J 


Another Letter, dated 20th Aug. of the same year, 175^1 
reports in para. 115 — § 

" William Fullerton appointed Surgeon in consequence p£ 
p. Dragon. M*' John Bristow late Surgeon’s Mate'ohtlie Pss Amelia, a 
capable man, succeeds him as Mate.” 


The following extract from a Bengal Letter dated 28th Feb., 
1754, para. 24, shows one way in which a medical officer might 
sometimes add considerably to his nominal income. If *200 
was a " small recompence ” to a Surgeon's Mate, the senior officers 
must have made a fair income. |1 


" M*^ Inglis, Surgeon’s Assistant here, on Cap* Field this day repr^ 
senting the Falmouth’s necessity, agreed to proceed as Surgeon of her, 
be allow’d pay as such till she arrived in England, to receive £200 in 
of Privilege and be paid his passage back by the Owners, he is recoininen 
to the Court to be consider’d for his ready compliance and the small rec 
pence of £200, his Employ will be fill’d up here only provisionally. 

Inglis, unfortunately for himself, returned to Calcutta m 
1755. A Letter from Court, dated 31st Jan., 1755 * states t a 


* Wilson, Early Annals, Vol. I, pp. 228, 235. 
t Ibid., Vol. II, Part I, p. 205. , , _ , 

j For Bristow, see Chap. XI, Holwell, and the Fall 0/ C®*®**” ' 
§ Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. V, 1744-541 PP* 3 3 > 
II Ibid., p. 455. 
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ho had received porniission lo return ; and his reappointment 
as Surgeon's Male to the Calcutta Hospital is recorded in the 
Cotis. of 29th Sept., 1755. He served in Calcutta in the siege of 

1756, and was one of the refugees who died at Fulta. 

The jvay of the Surgeons in Calcutta, the senior ofiicers in 
the Service, remained nominallj’ at alumt a little more or a 
littli' le^s, Tip to 1770, as is shown bj’ the entries of salaries paid 
in lh«^ Cons. The actual amounts, howevt-r, vary curiously. 
The pay of the. Surgeons is shown as 0,6 each yearly, on 3rd Oct., 

1757. 25th March, 1762, and 13th Oc.t., 1706. On 12th Dec., 
17OS, it is entered as /j5, on 15th May, 1769, as and on 2.jlh 
April, 1770, again as /33. I'or the first two entries there were 
two Surgeons in Calcutta paid at tlie.se rates, in the others four. 

Hroome, in his Ilishty of (he Iknf,al Army, gives on p, 55S a 
tahh* tif military jiay in 1756, as follows. The amounts are given 
in -sroji?/ rupees jiir month. The river Carrumnassa, or Karam- 
nasa, is the small river which divides the district of Shahabad, 
in IJihav, from the parts «)f Henares and Ghazipur districts, in 
the. Unile<I Provinces, lying south of the Ganges ; and formed 
tin: boundaiy in that direction of the Lieutenant-Governorship 
of 13 < ngal, and now of that «if liihar and Orissa. 

Siirr.''<'ii. A'st. Siir(;<'nii. 


Pay in {jarri'aiu or .at tlie rrc.sulency . . 1 i.j 6 i 

Halt/wf/rt in Cuilomnenl .... 03 Cj 

I'iflil lint/ii within llic Carnunna-ira, or in Canlon- 

nicnl. beyonil that river . . . . iSG 124 

Donlik- //<!//« in Die field beyond thcC.-uniinnn.ss.i 372 2.|8 ” 


The farther from Calcutta, the higher the allowances, a 
curious contrast lo the modern sj\slem of Presidency allowances, 
on account of the great expense of living in the Presidenej^ toums. 
It will be seen that the militarj' Surgeon’s pay, with the lowest rate 
of for one month, is considerably higher than that of the 
Calcutta Surgeon for six months. But, as shown a few pages 
further on, the Surgeons in Calcutta were actually in receipt of 
much higher amounts than their nominal pay of £36. 

The Cons, of ist Nov., 1761, order the increase of the pay 
of Head Surgeons by one hundred rupees a month.* 

" Taking into consideration the great increase o£ expenses in Calcutta, 
arising particularly irom the extravagance o£ the article oi bouscrent. 


• Long’s Selections, No. 765, p. 385, - 
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housekeeping, and servants’ wages, and the inadequacy of the stipends 
of the Chaplains and Head Surgeons to defray these expenses. It is agreed 
to add to their allowances the sum of loo current rupees a month to be paid 
by the Buxey as charges extraordinary.” 

A Letter from Fort William, dated 28th Nov., 1766, reports 
as follows on Surgeons’ allowances. 

" Para 124. Surgeons Regulat“® have been alter'd, the Sick in Garrison 
and field being to pay 5 Rup® in Venereal cases, and 3 in common Disorders, 
hoping the Addition in the former, will prevent the frequency and fatal 
Effects of that Disorder. 

** Para 125. Do, the pay and allow“® to the Assistants being insufficient 
for. their Support, and they having by constant supercessions very little 
prospect of Advancem* the allow®®® are divided viz^ 1/3 to the head Surgeon 
of each Brigade 1/3 to the 2"^ and 1/3 to all the other Surgeons and their 
Assistants." 

Another Letter from Fort William, dated . 2nd Feb., . 1769, 
grants another allowance to medical officers of the grade of full 
Surgeon.* • • - 

” Paras 80-82. Surgeons of the Army, being deprived of their Share 
of the Salt Trade mthout any Adequate Consideration, it was deemed 
necessary to encourage Men of Abilities in their Profession, by allowng 
them to share equally with the Majors in the Commission on the Revenu^ 
as they did so on the Salt Trade. , - ' ' ** 

'' Para 83. D° of the Presidency being in the same Predicament 
Remonstrated and were allowed the same.” 

The Fort William Cons, of 25th Aug., 1778, contain the 
following entry. 

“ The Board have been pleased to permit the Assistant Surgeons of the 
Army to draw an additional Allowance of one Rupee p*^ Day to put them 
upon a footing with Subaltern Officers.” 

In Madras, accounts were kept in pagodas ojoA. fanamt ^oyra. 
to 1818, when the rupee was made the standard coin. The 
pagoda was worth three and a half rupees, or about nine shilhngs- 

In the eighth decade of the seventeenth century, Bezahe 
Sherman, who was Surgeon at Madras from 7th Aug., 1676, ti 
his death there on 26th' Aug., 1680, was in receipt of a salary 0 
;^30 yearly, rather less than that given in Bengal. 

. The Fort St. George Cons, of 6th Feb., 1681/82, report c 

Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. I, 1760-70, pp. *35* . 33 ®- ^ . 

Surgeon’s share in the salt trade, see Chap. XVI, Military ana Otv». 
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engagement of a Surgeon’s Mato at five pagodas a immth, lU- alunit 
£27 a year.* 

“ Hcallificld represents to Governor and Conncil l>o\v necessary it 
would be tor the Garrison to have an understandinp poj-son for Ids tissistant, 
and to supply his place in ease of ntortality, and there beinp a young man 
on board the George who is commended for an able man by Doctor Stuart, 
‘iis thought convenient to entertain him at P.igod.v? 5 per month, and an 
Older wac WTilten to Capt. Karning to give him a tlischarge from the ship.” 

l)r. Stuart seem? to have been the Surgeon of the George. 
Thi.s Assistant Surgeon, wlmse natue. is not reeorclcd, did not .serve 
long, for the Con.s. of 1st Jan.. 1682/S3. record the iippoijitmenl 
of Samuel Willmott, Surgeon’s Male of the Resoltiliou, on the 
same .salarv 4 

** Doctor John He.ithftcld .ac<piainting the. Agent Ac of the neccssitie 
of an able male to ortiriate under Idm. (the>e being none at pre,cent), in 
1 egnaui of IJio number of Inhabitants of tins Place, And Samuel Willmol, 
Chyrnrgeon'a Mato of the Ro-'-olution, being willing to slay. It was thought 
fit to cnlcrtaine him at the w.agcs of Pago' five j>cr mensem.” 

On i2fh July, 16S3, James Grudgficld was appointed Surgeon 
at \’i7.agapa(am, on £20 a j'oar.J The pa.ssagc is quoted in 
Chap. VII., Katly History: Madras aud fisc Coast. Five months 
later Grudgfield’.s salary was raised to £30. The Costs, of 28th 
Dec., 1CS3, record— 

" Doctor Grudgficld at Mctchlcpatam having ag.ain requested to serve 
the Hon*’* Comp* as a Cidrnrgcon att the nr<ii.all .s.allarj' for those of his 
jnofession, vir.* Thirty Pounds p. Annum, and we having occalion for one 
in the Southern Factory?, lit is now thought fill to cnlerlainc him at tliat 
rate and to order him yf he contimu's in tlic .same mind to come up upon 
the George and hi? .sall.ary to commence from his arriv.all here.” 

The list of Company’s servants at Fori St. George, entered 
at the end of the Costs, of lOS.j, shows — 

” John Hcathficld, Chyrurgeon, married, .jof.” 

In the following year the Costs, of 25th Ma3^ 1685, report 
Heath field's transfer to the post of Factor on £15 J^early, less 
than lialf the salary he had drawn as Surgeon, but with greater 
opportunities of advancement, and probably of extra earnings 

• T/if Diar}’ and ConsuUatiott ISooh of iJte Agrnt Governor and Council of Fort 
St. George, XCS2-S5 ; four vohimc.s, edited by Ai tliiir T, Pringle, Madras. 

Vol. I, p. 12. 

t Ibid., Vol. If, p. I. 

i Ibid., Vol. II, p. 63. 



358 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL -SERVICE 


also. The Court, however, refused to sanction the transfer, 
and he reverted to his former post as Surgeon.* 

The Cons, of 3rd Jan., 1697/98, note the allowances formerly 
paid to Dr. Heathfield, who had died nearly ten years before, 
on 2nd April, 1688, as salary ^^36 per annum, Mate five pagodas, 
and Assistant three pagodas a month, with various small sums 
for- oil and servants. It is ordered that Dr. Bulldey is to receive 
the same as these, but not the five pagodas a month as diet money, 
and fifty fanams a month horse allowance, which Heathfield 
drew, these allowances being contrary to the Company’s general 
orders. The Cons, of 4th Jan., 1703/04, note that Dr. Bulldey 
is allowed four pagodas monthly for a ^allankeen. 

In the Factory Records, Fort St. David, Vol. I, 1690-1704, 
the Cons, of 6th July, 1696, note that Dr. Faucet, the Surgeon at 
Fort St. David, continuing iU, his Mate, Joseph Royer, who 
arrived on the King William on 18th May, is allowed “4 Pa p. 
mensem pay, and his dyet at y° Gen” Table.” The Cons, of 
17th Jan., 1697/98, order that the Company's servants are to be 
paid at nine shillings the pagoda. 

By 1725 the pay of a Surgeon’s Mate had risen to ten pagodas 
a month. A General Letter from Fort St. George, dated 23rd 
Aug., 1725, reports in para. 144 — _ • .. 

“ Ramsay chosen Surgeon's Mate till M*' Munro goes home in 
Janry at 10 Pag® a Month.” 

Another General Letter from Fort St. George, dated 
Jan., 1724/25, states in para. 102 — f 

" The Surgeon’s Mate allowed 10 pag® a month for Sallary and dyet.” 

The Fort St. David Cons. {Factory Records, Fort, St. David, 
Vol. Ill, 1723-31) of 9th Aug., 1731, note that the pay of Robert 
Turin, Surgeon's Mate, was raised from five to eight pagodas. 

In 1744 had again increased by fifty per cent., to fifteen 

pagodas a month. This seems a high salary for the time. At nine 
shillings the pagoda, it comes to over £80 a year. A Letter from 
Fort St. George, dated 16th Jan., 1743/44, states in para 46—4 

*' Entertained William Lyon and lohn Sheafe as Mates in the 
increased their pay from 10 to 15 Pagodas a Month. M"^ MacKneig 
dead.” 


* Pringle. Diary, 1682-S5, Vol. IV, pp. 78 and 173- 
t Abstracts, Letters from Coast and Bay, Vol. II, I7i5“28, pp. 4^4 
J Ibid., Vol. IV, 1734-43, p. 442. 


'and 467’ 
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Anollun* Lol(<*r, of 3IPI I7.j5/.|6, n'jxirls in para. 68 — * 

" Stophen Liphlfoot is cjnorlaiucd Sur|;rnii's Male at 13 I’ag a Month.” 

The Fori St. George Cons, of 31SI Jan., 17.19/50, give Uic follow- 
ing rnl«'s of pay for Iho Surgeons : Koberl Turing and James 
Wilson eaeli received per annum eighty ^lagodas as pay, ninety-six 
pagodas for diet, and forty-eight pagodas paianhin allowance, a 
total of 12.J pagodas, or a little, over /loo :i year. Three Assis- 
tants, William Massey, John Key, and Thomas Bcngley, drew 
fifteen pagodas each per month, or about £Si yearly. 

Factory Records, Fort St. David (\’'ol. VIII, 1752-56), in a 
list of Company's Serv.ints, at the end of 1752, show two Surgeons, 
James W'ilson and T. S. Mancor.k, drawing ^36 each a year : 
fi\’c .Assistants, 1 *. W. Masse}*, John Key, Jo.scph Hinchlev, 
Alexander Boswell, and John Cudmore, on fifteen pagodas each 
per month, and one .Assistant, Henry Fletcher, on six pagodas. 

Volume X, 17.J6-50 (loose papers bound), show.s in Jan. 
17.19/50, two Surgeons, Robert Turing and Jame.s Wilson, as 
drawing monthly six pagodas, twenty-four fanams p.ay, eight 
pagodas diet idlowance, and four pagodas paiki allowantv, a total 
<rf /lOO a year, as in the Fori St. George Cons, of the so.me date. 
.Aladras w.-is from 17.J6 to i7.jg in the hands of the French, and 
I'ort St. David w.ns the scat of the English Government. The 
.‘:ame three Assistants as above arc shown, drawing tr.e s.amc 
pay, fifteen pagodas, Bcngky recei^^ng ten p.-'-g-i.-.s .’idditional 
monthly as hospital steward. 
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the day of his death, - 7th Dec. These rates come to a little over 
£40' a year. In Madras, however, as in Calcutta, the Surgeons 
were, as sho^vn helow, actually in receipt of much larger sums. 

A Letter from Court to Madras, dated 13th March, 1761, 
quoted in Love’s Vestiges of Old Madras, Vol. II, p. 566, states . 
that the pay of the Surgeons in that Presidency is quite suffici®."^' 


" You tell us that the Salaries of our Surgeons must be enlarged if we 
expect or desire to have Men of Ability in their profession. The Surgeons 
that we send abroad to our Capital Settlements are always acquainted with 
their Salaries and Emoluments, and we find no difficulties in having Able 
Men of that Profession, as well as all other Branches of our Service.' If 
their heads there are turned, give us due Notice, that we may call them 
home again and supply their Places with Men of more humble minds, though 
perhaps not inferior Talents. This answer may serve you for all others 
who are dissatisfied with their Employs and Employers. If the Surgeons 
labour under any particular grievances or disadvantages which their 
predecessors did not experience, you ought to have said so and explained 
them.” 


The earliest rate of pay of a medical officer in the Company s 
western factories is found in the Cons, held at Spahan (Ispahan) 
on 16th Oct., 1619, which state that George Strahan was enter- 
tained as Physician to the factory there on sixteen ryals per 
month.* Sir Henry Yule, in an article entitled Some lithe "known 
travellers in the East, in the Asiatic Quarterly Review for^A]^l. 
1888, gives Strahan’s salary as twelve tomams a year, or £40, 
the tomam being worth ^^3 6s. 8d. Strahan, however, was an 
accomplished linguist, as weU as a physician, and gave his services 
to the factory in both capacities. In a letter to the Company, 
dated 25th March, 1619/20, Strahan asked for a salary of £too 
a. year, but without success.f The same pay, 5^40 a year, is 
recorded as that drawn by George Turner, “ an unprofitable 
chirurgeon,” in 1629.I 

■ The pay given at Bombay seems to have been considerably 
higher than in the other two Presidencies. In Chap. VI, Endy 
History ; Surat, Persia, Bombay, and the West, have been quoted 
the orders appointing as Surgeons at Bombay, successively, 
Bartlett, Joyful, and Clausade. The Bombay Cons, of 6th Jan., 
1704/05, show that Bartlett was paid seventy-two Xerafins per 


* Saiusbury, Calendar, Vol, II, 1617-21, No. 753, p. 3 ° 5 ' 
also Chap. VI, Early History, Surat, Bombay, Persia, and the West. 

t No. 828, p. 364. ■ _ T„,ner seC'' 

' j Foster, The English Factories in India, 1624-29, p. 3 ^ 4 * 
also Chap. XXIV, The Sea Service. _ 
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month, with diet ; the first Assistant, Joyfull, forty-two Xerqfins 
and diet ; the second Assistant, Hutton, thirty Xerafins. Taking 
the Xcrafin at eighteenpence, these salaries came to £5 8 s., ,^3, 
and £2 5s. respectively. The first Assistant at Bombay, at this 
time, got as much as the Chief Surgeons at Calcutta and Madras. 

On 8th April, 1707, Clausade was appointed on z\y±y Xerafins 
a month, or £4 los. He was found inefficient and discharged 
witliin three months. On 22nd Aug., 1707, Henry Staff was 
appointed, on one hundred Xerafins, or £7 los., per month. On 
30th April, 1711, Dr. Daniel Waldo was entertained as physician 
on seventy-two Xerafins pay, plus twenty-eight for diet, monthly. 
The Cons, of 29th June, 1711, record that John Pamey, Surgeon 
of a Bengal ship, was appointed Surgeon to the island, on the 
Surgeon’s usual salary of seventy-two Xerafins per month, in 
succession to Alexander Christie. A Bombay Letter of 14th 
Sept., 1711, reports, in para. 15, Cluistie's dismissal.* 

M' Alexander Christie who came Surgeon on the Abingdon dismist 
the June last, was negligent, was paid but 30 shillings a Month as 
ordered.'* 

In the second volume of Forrest’s Selections (pp. 23, 33, 47), 
are given extracts from the Bombay Diaries between 1720 and 
1730, which show the pay of the Surgeons. 

"31 July 1720. Richard Dyer, Physitian . . ;{36 per annum 

James Crafford, Surgeon . . - do. 

Clapham Waddington, Surgeon ; do. 

Augustine Duchamp, Surgeon . do.’’ 

On ist Jan., 1723/24, Crafford and John Ashby are shoum as 
drawng the same pay, £36 ; and on ist Jan., 1728/29, Crafford 
and John Man, at the same rate. 

Grose relates how WiUiam Phipps, Governor of Bombay 
from 1722 to 1729, reduced the Surgeons’ pay from forty-two to 
twenty-four rupees a month, saying that the figures must have 
been accidentally transposed. The official figures given above, 
however, show that throughout Phipps’ tenure of office the 
Surgeon’s pay was £36 a year, or, with the rupee at half a crorvn, 
twenty-four rupees monthly, f 

In the Cons, of 5th Aug., 1737, is recorded a petition from 

■■ " • Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. I, 1703-24, p. 94. 

t See Chap. X, The First Half of the Eighteenth Century. 
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Moreton Peachey, Surgeon, complaining that, though he had 
served lor several years, he had never received anything more 
than his bare pay of twenty-four rupees a month. The Board 
agreed that he had been well spoken of by his commanding 
officers, but regretted that they could not increase his pay, “ which 
we are sensible is a very bare maintenance,” without doing tW' 
same for all the other medical officers. They sanctioned a 
gratuity of Rs.400, ■' wliich we think he has deserved,” equal to 
about eight rupees a month for the whole time he had served. 
This must have been between eight and nine years. Peachey, 
died of consumption on loth Nov., 1738.* 

The Surat Diaries, quoted by Forrest in the same work {Sekc- 
- lions, Vol. I), give the pay of the Surgeon stationed there at 
intervals covering nearly forty years all at £54 a year. 


p. 270. "June 8th, 1741. 

Joseph Gray, Surgeon 

^54 per annum 

p. 309. January, 1756. 

Robert Heriot, 

do. 

• do. 

P- 335. January, 1761. 

Ritchd Mainwaring, 

do. 

do. 

P. 374- 7 July, 1764- 

John Page 

do.' 

do. 

do 

William Tennent 

do. 

do. 

p. 429. I July, 1779. 

John Blakeman 

do. 

do. ” 


A Letter from Court of 31st March, 1769, orders that the pay 
of the Surgeons is to be increased, giving to the two Head 
geons ;£i5o, to the third and fourth £125, yearly, udth house rent, 
in each case. 

On 30th Sept., 1777, however, the fourth Surgeon is also 
shown as drawing £1^0, only the third, Samuel Richardson, re- 
ceiving £125. Richardson was also Surgeoii-Major to the garrison, 
and received ten shillings a day, in that capacity, in addition to 
his regular pay. The names of the four Surgeons then were 
William Tennent, James Bond, Samuel Richardson, and George 
Birch. 

Volume LXXVIII, Home Series, Miscellaneous Records, in- 
cludes several pay lists from 1759-75, which shows that the 
Presidency Surgeons were really ' drawing much higher salan^ 
than their nominal ^£36 a year. This volume also contains lis s 
of medical officers serving in India in 1749 (pp. 53 “ 55 )» 

(pp. 69-71). The first of these lists has been printed in Chap. » 
The First Half of the Eighteenth Century. 

* Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. XXVI, Part III, Bombay Tomi and Island. Materials, 
p. 546. 
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On pag<’p 131 lo 133 arc given lables of ])a5' in 1759. 

Gcoi-go. S«r/;con, 285.1..! pagodas at 8/- ^n*!. o. 3 j'carly 

Surgeon '.s iS.!.32.2o do. 73. 19. 3 „ 

Bong.al. Surgeon, l^s.SSi. 13 at s/(j per rupee j 10. .j. 8 „ 

Bombay. Surgeon, l\s.d.!S do. 81. 0.0 „ 

Bcncoolrn. Surgeon, Sal.ary /50, Diet ^Oo 110. 0.0 „ ” 

Here Boinb.ay is .showii a.s innch \vor.sc off than Calcutta and 
Madras. Another list, on p. i.|7, gives the pay of the Surgeons 
at I'ort St. George as, salary diet /7S, total exclusive 
of house rent. 

Another list, on p. .\iy, undated, but docketed in England 
3770, and headed " Pay and Allowance to the Surgeons in the 
East Judies as by the last Advice,” shows the amounts drawm 
about ten yoar.s later. 

In Bengal four Surgeons of Calcutta arc entered. The senior, 
John T.iylor, drew /171 on. salary, and £312 8s. for diet and 
allowances, total, /.J83 37s., and n*as provided with a free house. 
The other three, James Ellis, Daniel Campbell, and Thomas 
Bagnall, drew the same amounts, plus £58 6s. Orf. house rent, 
total, /5.t2 3.S. 61!., all reckoned at two shillings and threepence 
the rupee. Thomas Anderson, Surgcon^Gcncral in the Army, 
received ten shillings a day as well as his pay of ten shillings 
a day as Surgeon in the Arm\% total £365 a j'car. Surgeons 
at Subordinate Factories and in the Arinj'^ drew ten sliillings. 
Assistant Surgeons seven shillings and sixpence a day. 

.M Madras, two Svirgcons, Stephen Briggs and Gilbert Pasley, 
drew fyS p.ay, and /3S 8s. house rent, total, £ji6 8s. William 
Gordon and Arthur Sinclair, Surgeons in the Army, got £101 14s. 
pay, and ^24 house rent, total, £125 14s. The Assistant Surgeons 
received fifteen pagodas per month, or £y2 3fcarly. All were 
reckoned at eight shillings the pagoda. 

In Bomba}', three Surgeons, William Tennent, William 
Shepherd, and Samuel Richardson, .and a fourth, James Bond, at 
Surat, each drew £x^q pay, plus £45 diet, total, £195. Surgeons 
in the army got six shillings a day, plus Rs.40 a month house 
rent ; Surgeons in the Marine, Rs.56 a month. All were reckoned 
at two shillings and sixpence the rupee. 

At Bencoolcn the Surgeons at Fort Marlborough and in the 
Residencies were paid £130 a year each. 

It is not clear why the Surgeons in Bengal were paid so much 
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more highly than those in the other Presidencies. It will be noted 
that the exchange value of the pagoda had sunk one-ninth, and 
that of the rupee at Calcutta one-tenth, while the rupee at Bombay 
remained at two shillings and sixpence. 

On p. 451 is given a statement of the number and pay of the 
Surgeons on the Bengal Establishment, docketed, 1775.' This 
shows in Calcutta four Head Surgeons each drawing — 

" Pay, ten shillings per day . . ;^i82. 10 per annum 

Extra allowance, Rs.ioo monthly . 135. o 

House rent, Rs.43 montlily . . 68. o 

“Total . ^^385. 10 

Also ten Assistant Surgeons on ten shillings a day each." 

In the Army and at. Subordinate Factories there were twenty- 
one Head Surgeons (Lc. full Surgeons) drawing ten shillings i 
day each, plus fifteen shillings a day baila when in the field ; anc 
thirty-four Assistant Surgeons on five shillings a day each, wtl 
ten shillings a day batia in the field. 

It may be of interest to compare the pay drawm at about tin 
same time by the medical officers of the French settlements. Thi 
Madras Mily. Cons, of 5th Nov., 1778, contain a list of officer 
taken prisoner at Pondicherri, wth their pay. Under the he« 
of Medical Estabhshment are included, Le.Normahd, Sffigeon- 
Major, pay two thousand livres per annum, four Assistants on 
1800 livres, and three Mates on 432 livres ; also Theodee, Chief 
Surgeon at Karikal, 1800 livres. The staff seems strong in numbers, 
but very poorly paid. The livi'e was equal to the modem franc. 
Even taldng it at a shilling, the Surgeon-Major got only ;^ioo 
a year, the Mates only £21 12s. 

Besides their ordinary pay, various allowances were from 
time to time granted to Medical officers. A Foreign Letter from 
Fort WilliamL dated 25th Oct., 1785, states in para. 22 {Absiracis, 
Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, 1783-89, p. 178) — 

" Surgeons. Additional Allowance for House Kent of 200 
Month, granted to the Surgeons at the Presidency, in consideration 0 
hardship of their situation.” 

The Madras Mily. Cons, of 21st Nov., 1786, note the grant to 
Surgeon William Raine of an allowance of sixty pagodas a mon 
, in addition to his pay for the extra duty assigned to him of visi mg 
the prisoners in the Town Jail. 


A r«‘i! 8!. Mily. r-! Auii:., lyftS. f.lali‘s 

in i“. 18 }:!•■, Jiotu Mtuitas, V<tl. Ill, 1785-0^, 

nnp.s.nt *!)-« 

'* M> In ti'r.’MriatJnn of l»’> l*>nn ami iimjilntinn'! 

:f }■*%}(' <"v Tii'A Inivr niS'l'’ an f»l //> I’.n;"- li> Ijii 

,il!< ''.w^r- , uj:;* li y, \v;ij •'.•nJit;;!,'' 

!*;i‘ V lo lh<* i«*r.;i«S.i'i<’n »*f tjir Iltianl'i, a Urnijal 

I.iti,. 177‘‘'\ ''■»*< ■-in .‘M (h.»( Snif;< 

Iv.tiitl < .i;:55>I‘<n w.i:' lh<n «h.i\vin;: Iv-.U’.f,n tnonthlv A 

l.t (%a;H tu P.f'ntMl, pt r., 1778, 

in ;S ;is< •- ' alary at jut 

ansr.nn. 'Ih'’ I'ulUi n( M.nrli, i7«''‘<». ri-* nid 

iV.ai iln- liilr *.l S'.n;:" n* !»• • tov.vil i.n Snr/'.< <in 

l\:'!>y, .j ’.d.uy <4 ir«» jiajaal.t-. a nninlh. and th<' 
Jtfuy. f'l'f."-. )< }>•«!{ shai SmfVojj Jaini"; 

A:’.do-<n la.i- 1 >. >n <! 8njt:' '-n^Majuv. v.i{l» a ; .tl.ijy of 

3 i».» jt.iJ'iid.i- a 3 J;. IJJ • .v < jsja ■ nni.ddv ij» addiiion lo 

il,' ;r irj'-.d.it j(ay <>n--. 

T};< .’Ifi' AV. j/.’.jru 3 <nt t-ni U\ i;.*'';,, wiih tin* ujdaT!*. 

« j ‘ J<-: ila' i< 3 } 3 j:!»j< n <d dii .d llM.iial -.in il«i rl.ujM*, 

t;\ li>.. :.il -aliji*' l<v ih'- nnudm:; isi lirn5;al and Madra*; 

/jt’-'n. :.:;d /j.V 't j< • j»' • liwlv. tn tin' thivi* jivmljcrs, and 
i j, r tla* lJ*-ad S’.jsco'n-- *d On- kIIjit (‘n-nrr.d lIo'i|>ilaI''.. 
P.v3)jl'.iV i-n nnnh wiih *>nlv iwo nu'mbtr.s cif tint 

Ib'ajd, '.h<' dt.jwinr. \hf jtijjj.ij' £8ni» a year. Tin' 

• .»na- jT.inv; to 8‘.'.s jv <'n'- «d ivyjijjrjjiv ijn* jvay ainl all«»w'- 

a35<< '. <<} ('.;jj<lai5}; , U> Ho jijla! Mat« tlni-*- id Uii-ntinant!;, lo 
Iviannnial iJit'’'<- ‘d I'ln^iiaj', all id Inf.mljy. TJio 

nn-jjial Mai* ;; by ibi- njiUr, as ' lati d b* lo«' ; tin: otluT ranks 
fi.iijj'd. 'Hj* '*- i.Tibr. aji* pvm in full bi'b»\v in Chaj). XXI If, 
Adir.ir.iiftaHor. ; The /i/i'./fV.d JhuttJs. 

A Minnti: on llo^jiital Ki‘j;uIations and on the Medical Service 
by Sir John DalHjij*, C*(nnnander'in*Chief at Madras, dated 22nd 
XoY., J7S5,in ^■ol. LXXXIV, Nome Series, Miscellaneous Records, 
objects very slron[;ly to the system (d hospital contracts, under 
which the Snr/jeons contracted to supjd^' necessaries lo the sick 
in hocj>ital, and makes the following proposals for the distri- 
bution of the Medical Service in the Madras Presidency, and for 
their allowances. 
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He puts the strength at fifty-eight, eighteen Surgeons and 
forty Assistant Surgeons . The Surgeons are posted as follows : one 
Surgeon-General, one Surgeon-Major, one Surgeon-Major in the 
field, one Surgeon superintending medicines, and one super- 
numerary, Surgeon assisting at Madras ; one Surgeon each for 
Masulipatam, Ganjam, and Vizagapatam ; one each for the 
Artillery and Cavalry, four for the Infantry, and four super-’ 
numeraries, total eighteen. Assistants, two for each Surgeon, 
and four for Madras, total forty. 

To reside at the Presidency, and to attend the General Hospital, 
Mr. James Anderson, Surgeon-General ; Mr. Colley Lucas, Sur- 
geon-Major ; Mr. Job Bulman, Superintendent of Medical Stores, 
with one other full Surgeon, and as many Assistant Surgeons as 
thought necessary. ' The Surgeon-General to receive 250 pagodas 
a month, with the hatia of lieut.-Colonel ; the Surgeon-Major, 
206 pagodas, with hatia of Major ; Mr. Ruding, supernumerary 
Surgeon, to receive the pay of Surgeon of European Infantry, 100 
pagodas, and Captain’s hatia; Thomas Davies, Surgeon-Major 
in the field, 150 pagodas, with thirty pagodas horse allowance, 
and Major’s hatia; Jeremiah Adderton, Siirgeon of Artillery, 
to receive Surgeon’s pay, 100 pagodas, \vith a special alloTOnce 
of fifty pagodas a month on account of the dearness of 
Mount, the Artillery station. To each Company * of five hundred 
Europeans, one Surgeon on one hundred pagodas, and two 
Assistants, a third Assistant if the strength reaches eight hundred < 
to the Black Cavahy, one Surgeon and one Assistant, on the 
same pay as in the Infantry, plus twenty pagodas horse allowance. 
For Masulipatam, Ganjam, and Vizagapatam, one Surgeon an 
two Assistants for each station, for Ongole, Ingeveram, Ichapur* 
and other places in the Circars, each one Assistant Surgeon ; pay 
the same rate as in European Infantry. , 

A Mily. Despatch to Madras, dated 26th. Aug., 1801, in para^ 
124 directs that the Medical Board be again raised to t re 
members, and in para. 125 fixes their salaries. 

First Member, pagodas 8750 or {,3500 per annum 

Second ,, „ 7000 or £2800 „ »> 

Third ,, „ 6000 or 5^2400 „ » 

Head Surgeons „ 4000 or £1600 „ »» 

Wilson’s History of the Madras Army, Vbl. HL P* 

* Company is evidently used here as equivalent to Bottoito 
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that the salaries of the Medical Board of that Pi*esidency were 
raised from 9th Oct., 1810, that of the first member to 800 pagodas 
(Rs.2800), a month, 'that of the second to 700 (Rs.2450), and 
that of the third to 600 (Rs.2100). They apparently did not, 
^ however, draw the salaries of Presidency Surgeons in addition, 
as the members of the Calcutta Board did. 

A Letter from Court dated 24tlr April, 1829, published in a 
Bombay G.O. of 23rd Sept., 1829, fixes the pay of members of 
the Medical Board at Rs.25,666 per annum, and that of the 
Superintending Surgeons at Rs.15,600 inclusive, in both cases, 
of regimental pay and allowances. 

The first clause of the Medical Regulations of 1785 directs that 
Regimental Mates, the junior grade of medical officers, who had 
hitherto ranked as Lieutenants and drawn allowances as such, 
should be reduced to the rank and pay of Ensigns. A Secret 
Letter from Fort William, dated nth Nov., 1786, states that the 
Medical Board had protested against this order, but the Council 
did not deem themselves at liberty to cancel it. The order was, 
how'ever, cancelled in the following year. A Public Letter from 
Fort William, dated 27th July, 1787, reports in para. 105 
{Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, 1783-89, pp. 311, 
360)— 

" Distinction between Hospital and Regimental Mates abolished, the 
whole Corps of Asst Surgeons are to be put upon the Pay and Batta of 
Lieutenants.” 

. In Madras and Bombay the distinction continued about two 
years longer. A Mily, Letter from Fort St. George, dated 6th 
Feb., 1789, informs the Court in paras. 406-8 {Abstracts, Letters 
from Madras, Vol. Ill, 1785-92, unpaged) — 

“ Hospital Board recommend that all Assistant Surgeons should in 
future receive Lieutenants’ allowances, now only given to a certain number, 
referred to Court for decision.” 

A Public Letter from Court to Bombay, dated 8th April, 1789, 
orders in para. 33 that all Assistant Surgeons shall receive the pay 
and allowances of Lieutenants. 

In the eleventh clause of the Medical Regulations of 1785 it 
is directed that the oldest, i.e. the senior Hospital Mate, in each 
' General Hospital shall have charge of the medicines, and shall 
receive such allowance as the Government may think suitable. 
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The C.G. of 15th March, 1787, fixes this allowance at 150 sonat 
rupees per month. 

The C.G. of 20th March, 1788, announces an order of Court 
that, whenever a salary' is fixed by them in pounds sterling, the 
same shall be converted into somt rupees at eight to the pound. • 

Large incomes, apart from their nominal pa3^ were sometimes 
made by medical officers. Hill’s Life of Claud Martin (p. 56), 
states that "William Blane, Residency Surgeon at Lucknow in 
1785, was in receipt of pay and allowances to tlie total amount of 
Rs.8ooo a month, which were cut do\ra to Rs.5000, and subse- 
quently reduced to Rs. 684. Blane was a brother of 1 . G. Gilbert 
Blane, R.N., founder of the Blane medals. A Fort William Secret 
Inspection Letter, dated 31st July, 17S5, states in para. 2 that 
reforms have been effected in the allowances paid by the Vizir 
of Oudh to Company’s servants, and in para. 6 — 

" Surgeons Blaine and Bruce, their allowances as' Surgeons to the 
Vizier and to the Civil and Military Service at Lucknow restricted to Sonant 
Rupees 684 p. Month." 


■ The military officer, medical as well as combatant, sometimes 
got a big vnndfall in the shape of prize-money. In Hickfs 
Bengal Gazette, for the week from I7tli to 24th Nov,^ 
stated that the Bijaigarh prize-monej^ had amounted to Rs.z2,478 
for each captain's share, Rs.11,239 for each subaltern’s share. 
Surgeons shared as Captains, Assistant Sm'geons as subalterns. 

’ Bijaigarh is a fort in the south of Mirzapur district. It was taken 
by the troops under Major Popham on loth Nov., 1781, its capture 
being the final stroke in the suppression of Chait Sink's rebellion. 
Twenty-five lakhs of treasure were found in the fort. 

The C. G. of 24th May, 1787, gives a list of officers entitled 
to share in the Roliilla donation, with the amounts due to each. 
The list includes four medical officers entitled to receive Rs.St^*^ 
each, Surgeon-Major J. Campbell, and Surgeons J. Ford, F- 
B. Thomas, and T. Harrington ; also five to whom was due 
Rs.2740 each. Surgeons M. Luckett, Invalids, and James L5’n > 
unattached, and Assistant Surgeons A. Ferguson, J. Ferguson, 
and J. Macdonald. , 

The Rohilla donation was given by the Nazoab-Vizir of Ou 
to the British troops, the second Brigade imder Colonel Champion, 


* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, 1783-S9, p. 
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who defeated the Afghans of Rohilkand in the battle of St. George, 
so caUed because it was fought on St. George's Day, 23rd April, 
1774. The actual scene of the action was twenty-three miles 
south-east of Bareli. The loan of this force to the Natvab-Vizir 
was one of the charges brought against Warren Hastings at his 
'impeachment. Thirteen years had elapsed between 1774, when 
the battle was fought, and 1787, when the donation was distri- 
buted. Of the nine medical officers entitled to a share, only 
James Ljmd remained in the Service. Luckett was still in India,- 
on the invalid establishment, Thomas had gone home, the other 
six were dead. Presumably the amounts due to them were paid 
to tlieir heirs. 

The pay and allowances of Civil Surgeons in 1790 were fixed 
by an order of 27th Aug., 1790, published in the C.G. of i6th 
Sept., 1790.* 

'* Extract from the Proceedings of the Governor General in Council, in 
the Separate Department, on the a?*** of August, 1790. 

'• It is directed that, from and after the of October next, no Surgeon 
or Asst Surgeon employed at any of the outstations shall receive more than 
one Salary from the Civil Department, and for this it is required that ho 
shall perform the duties of all the Cml Departments, whether Revenue, 
Commercial, or Judicial. 

'* The Governor General in Council ha\'ing taken notice that the 
salaries of the Surgeons and Asst Surgeons employed at the outstations 
within the Company’s Provinces, including the Zemindary of Benares, are 
not all regulated upon the same scale, directs that from tlie of October 
next their allowance be fixed as follows : 

'* Where full Surgeons are allowed by the Regulations of the 24*** of 
October 1788, and also to those full Surgeons who were permitted to remain 
at Civil Stations, Sicca Rs 300 for salary and Sicca Rs 100 for houserent, 

" To Asst Surgeons, when employed in the Civil line. Sicca Rs 200 for 
salary and Sicca Rs 100 for houserent. 

" Ordered, that the above allowance be drawn, in all instances where it 
may be practicable, from the Collector, and charged in the Revenue 
Accounts, and that the salaries of Surgeons or Asst Surgeons be not paid 
from, or introduced into the Accounts of the Commercial Department, 
except when they may be stationed at a distance from any Collectorship, as 
in the instance of Luckypore, Bauleah, &c. 

" Ordered that the salaries of the Surgeons and Asst Surgeons attached 
to the several Presidencies beyond the Provinces be continued as at present. 

" (a true extract). J. Fombelle, Sub Secretaiy.” 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of i3lh Sept,, 
1798, contain an extract from the Cons, at Fort JIarlborough of 

* Extracted in Seton Karr’s Selections front the Calcutta Gazettes, Vol. II. 
PP- 29. 3 'i- 
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2nd April, 1798, wliicli gives the pay of the medical officers in 
civil employment at that settlement, as follows 


" Surgeon at the Presidency . . . Es 496 per moafli 

do. at outstations . . . . Es 341 „ 

Asst Surgeon doing duty at Presidency . Es 341 „ ” 

In 1813 the following rates of monthly pay were in force 



Garrison, netoal 
pay. 

Garrison, with 
allon-ances. 

Field, ritb 
allonnces. 

European Infantry — 

n. A. r. 

K. A. F. 

K. A. r 

Captain and Surgeon 

120 0 0 

283 8 0 

411 0 c 

Lieut, and Asst. Surgeon 

70 0 0 

169 0 0 

254 0 c 

Native Cavalry — 



Captain and Surgeon 

179 6 4 

470 6 4 

560 6 

363 8 * 

Lieut, and Asst. Surgeon 

109 8 0 

303 8 0 

Native Infantry — ■ 



Captain and Surgeon 

120 0 0 

321 0 0 

411 0 

Lieut, and Asst. Surgeon . 

60 0 0 

194 0 0 

254 ° 


At tliis time the pay of a General Officer was only Rs.30' 
per month ; but, as he also drew allowances of Rs.440® P® 
month in garrison, and Rs.5000 on sertdee, he did fairly well. 

Bengal G.O. of loth Aug., 1824, lays dowoi the rates, give 
in table on next page, which show pay somewhat increasedji 

r. 


to' ^captain’s share, Rs,ii,239 for each subaltern’s share. 
Ass'if'^ shared as Captains, Assistant Surgeons as subalterns. 
_ .jttigarh is a fort in the south of Mirzapur district. It was taken 


by the troops under Major Popham on loth Nov., 1781, its capture 
being the final stroke in the suppression of Chait Sink’s rebellion. 
Twenty-five lakhs of treasure were found in the fort. 

The C. G. of 24th May, 1787, gives a list of officers entitled 
to share in the Rohilla donation, Avith the amounts due to each. 
The list includes four medical officers entitled to receive -Rs. 548 o 
each, Surgeon-Major J. Campbell, and Surgeons J. Ford, 

B. Thomas, and T, Harrington ; also five to whom was ue 
Rs.2740 each. Surgeons M. Luckett, Invalids, and James Lyn , 
unattached, and Assistant Surgeons A. Ferguson, J. Ferguson, 

and J. Macdonald. . • n rlh 

The RohiUa donation was given by the Nawab-Vuir of u 
to the British troops, the second Brigade under Colonel Champion, 


* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, 1783-89, p. 151* 
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within the Company’s ProviricesVinciuvts-::: — ( 

not all regulated upon the same scale, directs 'ith'at'lrom the i** ol 
next their allowance be fixed as follows : 

'* Where full Surgeons are allowed by the RJjgulations of the 24 
October 1 788, and also to those full Surgeons who ’.vere permitted to rewu 
at Civil Stations, Sicca Rs 300 for salary and Sicca Rs 1 00 for houscrent 

To Asst Surgeons, when employed in the Civil line. Sicca Rs 200' for 
salary and Sicca Rs 100 for houserent. 

" Ordered, that the above allowance be drawn, in all instances wlicrc it 

Accounts, and that the salanes of Surgeons or Asst Surgeons be not oaid 

except When they may be stationed at a distance from any CoIIcctorshin as 
m the instance of Luckypore, Bauleah, &c. i^-cior.snip, a.j 

salaries of the Surgeons and Asst Surgeons attached 
he several Presidencies beyond the Provinces bo continued as at present 
(a true extract). J. Fombcllc, Sub Secretary.” 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 13th Sept. 
1798. contain an extract from the Cons, at Fort Marlborough of 

^pp.- Seleai0}is from ihe Calculla Gazelles, Vol. II, 

H.I.M.S.--VOL. I. 


2 B 


. 372 HISTORY OF THE. INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

corps in which he may serve, a consolidated staff salary of one hundred and 
sixty-five (165) rupees a month, which is equally to cover the expense of 
visiting patients. 

"5. That every Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon in charge of a regiment 
of European cavalry or infantry, or battalion of European artillery, be 
gra,nted, in addition to his other allowances, twenty-five (25) rupees per 
mensem for every 100 Europeans under his charge. ^ 

" 6. That every Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon in charge of European 
or native soldiers, not attached to his own regiment, be granted an allow- 
ance of twenty-five (25) rupees per month for every 100 Europeans, and 
twelve rupees eight annas (12.8) per month for every 100 natives. 

" 7. We also authorize you to grant to^Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons 
of civil stations a proportional allowance for the number of irregular troops 
under their charge, in addition to their present civil salaries. 

" 8. These resolutions are equally applicable to the establishments of 
Madras and Bombay, and we desire that they be bro\ight into operation 
at all the presidencies on the same day, within two months of your receipt 
• of this despatch.” 

By Bombay G.O. of 5tli Jan., 1832, publishing extracts from 
a Letter from Court dated 20th July, 1831, Superintending Sur- 
geons in that Presidency were put upon the same footing in regard 
to pay as those in Madras, and allowed to draw Rs.1575 per 
month, consolidated pay and allowances, udth the hatta of Major 
when on field service. 

Another Mily. Letter from Court, dated 23rd Oct., 1833, 
published in Fort St. George G.O. of ist April, 1834, allbw'sTo'* 
members of the Medical Board on furlough the pay of Colonels, 
and to Superintending Surgeons that of Majors, of Infantry in 
both cases. 

By a Bengal G.O. of loth July, 1834, officers were allowed to 
make remittances to England through the Company’s treasury, 
Captains and Surgeons up to ^100, Lieutenants and Assistant- 
Surgeons lip to £yo a year. 

Bengal G.O. of ist Dec., 1834, grants to Assistant-Surgeons in 
Civil Stations allowances, of thirty rupees a month for conveyance 
and twenty rupees a month for vaccination. 

” Fort William, General Department, Dec. 1st, 1834. Publishes e:^acts, 
paras 3 to 5, from a letter from Court, Military iDepartment, dated 4“ 

1834, and makes the following rule on vaccination allowances to Civ 

Surgeons. u 11 he 

“ Fule. That from and after January next ensuing, there 
allowed to all Assistant Surgeons at Civil Stations, whose total allowan 
' do not exceed Rs 300 per month, the additional sum of fifty rupees, w ^ 
thirty rupees as conveyance allowance, and twenty rupees as compe^a 
for undertaking the duty of superintending and diffusing the pra ce 
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vnccinnlion. The (?ovcrnor Goncval in Council exjicets that all medical 
oflicoj-s, drawing hifJuT allowances than above indicated, will gratuitously 
underlahe the duty.” 


Madras G.O. t>f 25lh Atiij., 1S35, fixes the pa)' of medical 
filfirers in Civil Stations and Political Residenrios. These orders 


hi'ini; issued hy the Govi-rnnunl t»f India, pro.snniably were 
applieaMe thnuu;lu«it India. 


" /'er.'.V/. Atiptf! s^th, 1S35. 1. In obedience to orders from the 

1 Ion. the tJovei nor General of Itulia in Connril, the Kighl 1 Ion. the Governor 
in Council plea- ed to publish the following revised rcgidation, in substitu- 
tion of an<l cvtncellitjg G.O.G. of M.ay last, to have effect from that 
date.* 


*' 2. Purgeons .and .^^'.^'•t.^nt Smr.eons employed in civil mcdic.al duties 
in the provinci-s, or alt.\* h< <l to [p(»liticalj rc--idencies under this presidency, f 
arc placed, fiom 22"- May hast, on the same footing, in rcg.ard to pay and 
allow.tjuT'', a*-' the coire; j'onding janl:.'. under the IJcngal IVcsidcncy,.accord- 
ing to which they ate entitled to the following consolidated s.al.aries, in- 
ch'.dinft not otdy nil regimental p.ay and allow.anccs, but also R.s 20 for 
v.nccination, and IC*. 30 conveyance ullowtince. 

Civil Snrgconr. Kr. .j 1 2-3-3 

Do. Af t Surgeons 3O0-10-10 

t^«ir go-ms entployed with foreign rcsideneic!! . 82.1-6-5 

A'-'l Snigeons do. do. . StS-.J-o 

•' 3, When medical ofiiceni, ejnj»loy<sl in civil or political situations, arc 
jd.aced in temporary medical charge of corp;:, details, or public followers, 
entitled to medir;d attcnd.ance, they will on their .account receive the 
anthoiir<“d Ijeadmonoy, but tbey will not be entitled to Ibc established 
jalaries uf their r.uih, or to military jsiy or .aHow.ances for the medical 
charge of troops in addition to Iherahuies attached to their civil or political 
.'•iturition'i, 

” .p M<‘dical officets who'c primary and oslensihle duties .are militar}', 
such .'IS the garrison surgeons at Tiichii>o]>oly and Bellarj’, the depot 
Surgiaju at Cuddalore,^ Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons posted to and in 
mcdie-al charg.c of reg.iinenlv, the latter liable to .accompany their corps in 
movement, § will (in addition to their military st.afi s.alarics and regimental 
j)ay and allowances) conlinne to draw the existing rates of zillah allowance 
for civil mcdic.al duties, forfeiting v.accination and conveyance allowances 
beciiuse their aggrcg.ate receipts exceed Ivs 300 per month. 

* In the G.O. of 22111! May, 1S35, the pay of a Civil Surgeon is given as 
Ks,430-12-.i, that of an AssisPanl Siirgcon with a Residency as RS.53S-7-5 ; other- 
wise the order is much the same as that of 25lh August. 

t Notr in original : " Political: My.sore, Tanjorc, and 'fravancore. Civil: 
Tellichcrry, Calicut, Masulipalani, Chittoor, Madura, Coimbatore, Combaconum, 
Negapatam, Chinglcpul, Salem, Mang.alorc, Cuddapah, Guntoor, Raj.ahmundry, 
Chicacolc, Bellarj’, Nellorc, and Cochin." 

} Nole in original. I'ixcd ; Bangalore, Trichinopoly, Cuddalore, and Bollary. 

, § Nolf in original. Moveable with coqis on a cliangc of quarter:'. : Tinncvclly, 
Berhampore, Viragapatam, Dindigul, Vellore, and Mcrcara. 
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“5. In conclusion, the rates now fixed, are the highest salaries that can 
be enjoyed by those concerned, without any further addition than head- 
money for extra difty." 

The following extract gives a Madras medical officer’s views 
on his income and expenditure-in 1837 : — ' 

“ An Assistant Surgeon, on his arrival in India, is appointed to the 
General Hospital, where he remains for two or three months, and then he 
is attached to a regiment, or placed at a small civil station. If attached to 
the former, at a half-batta station, his consolidated allowances will amount 
to Company's Rs 225 . 8, or, at the above rate of exchange, to £2^ .1.0. 
After he has been in the service about five years, it is probable he may attain 
the medical charge of a regiment, which will increase his allowances to 
Rs.360 . 8, or ;^34 . 10 . i|-d. If at a full batta station, he will draw Rs.421 . 10 
As, or ^40 . 8 . i|d. Let us now consider his expenses : but before bating 
these, it will be necessary to observe that, in coming to India, an Assistant 
Surgeon defrays the expense of his own outfit and passage to India, charges 
which, after the most rigid economy, cannot amount to less than £200. On 
his arrival in the country, a 'regulation tent, a horse, saddle arid bridle, 
chairs, table, cooking utensils, and his regimental uniform, %vill also, wth 
economy, never fall short of £150 more. This latter sum of money is 
generally obtained by a loan from houses of agency, the interest on which, 
including insurance of life, amounts to 18 per cent. The next circumstance 
we have to allude to is the number of servants the medical man is unavoid- 
ably compelled to keep. Owing to the inability to interfere wth caste, the 
servants which are indispensable in India, will cost Rs.75. To this add^ 
heavy rent, clothing, food and contingencies, - Rs.246 ; the total 
Rs.321, or £^o. 15. 3d., which are greater than his receipts.— Medical 
Journal." * 

Pay in the Indian] Navy.f — In the Bombay Cons, of 5*^ 
Nov., 1740, it is noted that Robert Trotter,’ Surgeon of the Re- 
storation Grab, being the only Surgeon now in the Marine, and 
skilful, his pay is increased to forty rupees per month from ist 
Aug. ' . 

The Bombay Muster, Rolls from 1740 to 1760 give the names 01 
a number of Surgeons serving afloat, but their pay is not entered. 

A Bombay Letter of 30th Nov., 1769, reports in para. 90 that 
medical officers serving afloat will receive the same pay as those 
of the Army.J 

" Surgeons of the Cruizers ; it is desired they may be put on a footing 
with those in the Military, in respect to Pay." 

* Asiatic Jmirnal, January, 1837, p. 9. The Indian Medical 
appears to be the India Journal of Medical and Physical Science, ecu j 
C orbyn, first volume, Calcutta, 1835. 

t See also Chap. XVI. Military and Civil. 

j Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. Ill, 1767-83, p. 166. 
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II has ht'cn Tintal ah»\v, liowowr, lljul in 1770 Surgeons in 
tin' Pitmhav M.uin*' wtn* tliawint; K'-.f/) per monlii, which is 
h'ss than the six .‘-hinin}:s a ilay then drawn by Army Stngcons ; 
the latter I'ome.' t<» j« r month, with the rupee at half a 

Clown. 'I'Jif Surgeon in the Anny also got Intuse-renl. 

liojubay ti.O. »tf i;;th May, i8jt», giants t«t nicilieal ofrnaur. 
s< ivini: in the Navy a con‘'nlid.itetl allow.une of K‘‘.ioo a month, 
in lit u of alhnv.uuo hitheitodi.iwn a*, head-money and for petty 
sttiH";. Ihimhay <».<h of ,V'th Kov.. iS_^’7, gives consolidated 
pay as fiilhi\\>. 'rie* I’oit Smge«>n was a senior ofheer serving 
u'-lionc and usually holding other appointments in addition. 

•'K.’e:?.}v .V.’i . .a*. *'‘'‘37. *ll«e Hun. tlir ttoveinor in 

C*<‘'.s;vit !• j'Jr.vrit {n t uji-.uluJnlf' sSe’ j».>y .tin! attiov.infr'i of the Ai.si’it.int 
r!;jj'loyr’'l in !lir Initi.m Kavy. :tn«l to tliat tlir wJjotc be 

<!s-c 5 i..j,"f .5 sn tli'* M.uje.r IVje. , str. .• — 

'* ‘I'Jjf Po:t Snn'eiin ..... K’>..50y . 1,0. 

JvacJi .V -'. Sn: (‘r. <:i jn in<-4ii.il tli.agr o 5 .1 I Tin* ranie 

‘Oiirrr ..... ;e>''.l«.ol ewiy 

Hi*.'.': de.to on 'h'-je, exHtrixful hutec | month." 

i«:n .'(►O.io.oj 

Wlun the Indian Navy was abolished, on 30th April, 1863, 
th'- pay <'f an A"'i‘'tant-8nrgeon serving afloat was Rs.318/10/0. 

Iv ngal ( 1 . 0 ., No. 3f,o it( 2jst Nov., 18.J5. lay.s down the pay 
'.iiul allow.inces for «<frK<:i;. <if all rank<. Those of medical oflicers 
at<' giv<n in the extr.mts below. The rates of pay drawn by 
nu'dieal ofhcers Serving in the Em<»pean Infantry Regiments, 
only a small prop(trti»*n of the whole, >how a considerable inciv.ase 
ovi-r tho'-'e given in 182.} ; the other r.ites .diow an advance of 
only one or two rujiees. The pay priip«*r, given in Table II., 
forms but a small pioporiion of the total pay and allowances, 
/;iven in 'lable I. 

.Vrt. 350 0/ itsf .We., 

** I'or tljc j)i:rj>o‘e of f.implilyinf' the ihilies of the P.iy and Audit 
Pej>.-ut:m-nt‘!, tin; lloiiottr;dile the President in Council is ple.xsed, under 
ivuthujity from the Honourable the Court of Dircctons, and with the con- 
currence of the Hi{;ht Honourable the Governor-General, to determine 
that the P.iy. H:df-U:itla, and Gratuity of the Ktiropean officers, both of 
Her Majesty’s and the Houour.able Company's Service, tOKclher with the 
Non-effective allowance received by cert.ain el.asses of the former, shall be 
included in one sum under the denomination of Pay and Indian Allowances, 
leriving extra llatta, House Kent, Tent .and Horse Allowance to be 
separately drawn as at present, according to the Table No. I annexed. 
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'* Table No. 2 exhibits the Subsistence of Pay proper of European Com- 
missioned Officers, converted at the exchange of 2s. oM., Two sliillings and 
Halfpenny, per Company's Rupee, and admissible to them when not in 
receipt of Regimental or Staff Allowances. 

" The above arrangement to have effect at the three Presidencies from 
the.ist January next." 


Extract from Tabic No. II. 

Table of Pay proper of European Commissioned Officers of Her 
Majesty's and the Honourable Company’s Services, converted into 
Indian Currency at as. old. per Company's Rupee, and admissible 
WIEN NOT IN receipt OF INDIAN OR STAFF ALLOWANCES. 




Her Majesty's 
Lleht Dragoons. 

Her Majesty's 
Infantry. 

Native 

Infantry. 

■ 

Surgeon . 

Asst. Surgeon 

On first appt. 

After 10 years' service 
— 20 

On first appt. 

After 1 0 year.s’ service 

R. A. r. 

193 12 11 
223 9 II 

2S3 4 I 

327 15 8 
126 11 6 
163 15 10 

R. A. P. 

193 12 11 

223 9 II 
2S3 4 I 
327 15 8 

III 13 0 

149 I 4 

R* A. r. 

ji 49 I 4 

} 74 8 8 


The Bengal Medical Regulations of 1851 (Chap. V, p. give 
the paj^ and allowances of an Assistant Surgeon in a Civil Station 
as : pay, Rs.200 ; house-rent, Rs.ioo ; conveyance allowance, Rs.30 ,* 
total Rs.330. At this time Assistant Surgeons only were still 
eligible for employment in Civil Stations, with a few exceptions.* 

In Nov., 1863, an allowance of fifty rupees per month for 
attendance on the police, in all stations where the police reserve 
exceeded 150 men, was sanctioned by the Government of Bengal. 
This allowance was discontinued a few years later. 

By Bengal Govt. Resolution of 24th Nov., 1868, republished 
in I.M.D.Circs. as No. 75 of 8tli Dec., 1868, Civil Surgeons were 
placed in 'executive charge of District Jails, as Superintendents, 
\vith an allowance varying from Rs.50 to Rs.ioo a month, 
according to the capacity of the jail, in most cases the larger 
amount. Tliis example was before long followed bj' the other 
provinces. 

Mily. Letter No. of 7th Nov., 1864, from the Secretary of 
State for India, published in India as G.G.O., No. 1060, of 23rd 
Dec., 1864, lays down new rates of pay for aU ranks, for medical 
charge of regiments in clause 28, and for unemployed pay in 
clause 29 ; I.G.’s, Rs.2500 ; D.I.G.'s, whether of the British 


• See Chap. "KNl,- Military and Civil, 
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or Indian Service, Rs.1800. The rates for other ranks are shoM 
in ,the table below, where the second column shows the scale of 
pay previously in force ; the tliird the new scale of unemployed 
pay introduced by clause 29, and the fourth and fif|h the new 
scale, granted by clause 28, for medical charge of a re^ment* 


Rank. 

Previous scale, 
charge of Re- 
giment. 

New scale, 
uncmploycu. 

New scale, 
charge of 
Regiment. 

Horse Allowati 
with Cavalij 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ks. 

Surgeon Major, 25 years 

674 

888 

1000 

90 

do. 20 years 

»» 

852 . 


* II 

Surgeon, 15 years 

\ 

677 

800 

II 

do. 10 years 

»» \ 

G40 

tf 

If 

Asst. Surgeon, 10 years 

525 

410 

Goo 

60 

do. 6 years 

390 

392 

1 »t 

If 

do. 5 years 


304 

tt 

' f» 

do. Under 5 years 

>• 1 

286 ■ 

450 

fl 


Fractions of a rupee are omitted in the table. 


The new scale of imemployed pay gave a large increase to all 
medical officers employed on detached duty, away from their 
corps ; the highest pay hitherto granted in such cases having been 
Rs.415. This scale of unemployed pay remained in force for 
over twenty years, until Feb., 1885. The two lowest rates were 
the cause of much dissatisfaction, and of a widely spread agite- 
tion, in 1882-84. f ( . . 

The pay of all Medical Appointments, Military and Civil, in 
all three Presidencies, is definitely laid do^vn in G.G.O., No. 37 °; 
of 4th April, 1867. 


” Indian Medical 
April, 1867. 


Service. Revised Salaries. G.G.O. No. 37 °> 


“In continuation of Government General Order No. 1060, of 23 
December 1864, and in accordance with instructions received from i 
Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India, His Excellency the , 

General in Council is pleased to lay down the following 
consolidated salaries for Officers of Her Majesty's Indian Medical ' 

“ 2. The number of Medical Officers allowed for each are 

with its immediate suburbs, and the allotment of duties amongst t ® 
based on the recommendations of the Commission appointed to ® 
subject into consideration ; but it will-be open to the Local to 

modify the proposed allotment of duties, in such manner as fr°“^ , ^ljg 

time may seem most desirable, with reference to the of 

service, provided the prescribed number of Officers and the aggr S 
salaries is not exceeded. 


* The Secretary of State’s Letter of 7th Nov., I 7 ® 4 » ^ given in full m 
XXXVII, The Crown succeeds the Company. 
t See Chap. XXXVIII, 1865 to 1896. 


Cha]^’.’ 
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'* 3. The appointments of Presidency Surgeons in Calcutta will event- 
ually cease to exist, the duties being performed by the several Medical Officers 
holding appointments at the Presidency who are not debarred from private 
practice. These OfUccrs will be required to attend those servants of Govern- 
ment entitled to gratuitous aid, who may seek their services, and also to 
serve in rotation as members of Standing and other Medical Committees. 

' " Present incumbents of these or other appointments wluch it is 
proposed to abolish or absorb, will not necessarily be affected at present, 
and during the gradual introduction of the new arrangements, the cases of 
any medical officers who are unable to take up the whole of the duties 
assigned to them, will bo individually and specially considered.. 

“ 5. Officers holding the appointments marginally noted, are 

debarred private practice. 

This rule will not, however 
be enforced in the case of any 
present incumbents who may 
have received authoritative 
permission to engage in such 
private practice. 

** 6. Medical officers holding appointments at the Presidency, and not 
provided u-ith public quarters, will be granted Presidency house-rent accord- 
ing to relative rank, and on the Scale granted to officers of the Staff Corps 
holding appointments at the Presidency towns. The grant of Presidency 
house-rent, however, is limited to salaries not exceeding Rupees 1400 per 
mensem. 

7. The allotment of Civil Stations and Residency charges to their 
respective classes wll be notified hereafter. 

" 8. In order to render this scale of Indian Medical salaries more com- 
plete, the salaries of the administrative appointments and regimental 
charges already provided for in Government General Orders, No. 1060 of 
1864 and No. 901 of 1866, have been included. 

" 9, Officers of the Indian Medical Service will be on the same footing 
as Military Staff Officers as regards pay and allowances to be drawn while 
absent on leave, — the pay of their rank as laid down in para 29 of Govern- 
ment General Order No. 1060 pf 23*^ December, 1864, being in all cases 
taken as the basis of the calculation of the moiety due to the absentee and 
to the officer officiating — ^present incumbents being allowed the privilege of 
• receiving, during such absence, cither the allowance thus due to them under 
the military Regulations under the revised scale of Regimental pay and 
Staff salary, or that to which they would have been entitled under the old 
scale both of pay and staff allowance. 

“10. The scale of salaries now sanctioned will be brought into operation 
from tlie of November, 1866, the date of the receipt of the instructions 
of the Right Hon'ble the Secretary of State, and be made to apply in all 
cases where there is no reduction in the present aggregate salary. 

“ II. Present incumbents, whether drawing the whole* Regimental 
rate of pay wth, or tlie new regimental rate of pay without. Staff salary, 
will have the option of retaining such rates, if more beneficial than those 
now ordered, except in cases where the salaries have been spedally fixed 
' pending the revision now brought into effect. 

* The word whole seems to be a misprint for old. 


Principals of Medical Colleges. 

Resident Medical Officers in Hospitals 
and Colleges. 

Secretaries, and Statistical Officers to 
Inspectors General. 

Secretaries, Sanitary Commisaoners, 
Examiners, Medical Accounts. 
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•' ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS. 


Appointments. 


Presidencies. 


Salaries. 


Major. 


H 

Asst. 
Suig. 
above 
5 years. 

Asst. 
Surg. 
nader ^ 
SyeaS 

Rs.2 

0 

0 

- 

RS.2500 


Rs.'i8oo 


1 ! 

Rs. 

1 Rs. 


Inspector General 

do. 4 . 

do. . . 

do. . . 

Deputy Inspector General 
Secretary to the Inspector!! 

General . . . .j 

Secretary and Statistical Officer! 

to the Inspector General ./ 

Statistical Officer to the Inspector! 

General / 

Secretary to the Sanitary Commr. 
do. do. 

do. do. 


Bengal 
N. W. Provinces! 
Madras | 

Bombay ] 

All Presidencies 

Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 

Bengal 

Bengal 

Madras 

Bombay 


Rs. 

1400 

1250 

1400 

1250 


1200 

1050 

1200 

rojo 


1000 

850 

1000 

S50 


S50 

700 

850 

700 


■MILITAR^'’ APPOINTMENTS. 


Appointments. 


Presidencies. 




Principal Medical Storekeeper! 
and Professor of Materia Me-} 
dica in the Medical College 
Garrison Surgeon, Fort William 
ditto. Allahabad 
Garrison Surgeonsat other Stations] 
Garrison Asst. Surgeons when in 
substantive charge 
Garrison Asst. Surgeons when!] 
under a Surgeon / 

Staff Surgeon and Medical Store-! 

keeper J 

Medical charge of a Native Re^-'i 
ment (with horse allowance in I 
Cavalry Regiments of Rs. go for | 
a Surgeon Maj'or or Surgeon, 1 
and Rs. 60 for an Asst. Surgeon f 
Charge of a Stud Depot or Re-' 
mount Agency, when .a sub- 
stantive charge • 

Examiner of Medical Accounts . 


Surgeon to His Excellency the^ 
Commander-in-Chief in India, 
with medical charge of Head 
Quarters Staff and Establish- 
ments 


jlanigal 

Madras 

Bombay 

Bengal 

All Presidencies 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Salaries. 


Surgeon 

Major. 

Surgeon. 

Asst. 

Surg. 

above 

5 years. 

Asst. 

Surg. 

under 

5 years. 

Rs.. 

TvS. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1400 

1200 



1250 

1050 

850 

700 ■ 

1200 

1200 

— 

— 

1200 

1000 

— 

— 

1050 

850 

650 

500 

— 

— 

650 

500 

— 

— 

600 

450 

1200 

1000 

Soo 

650 

1000 

800 

1 

600 

•450 


As Regimental charge- 

A Staff salary 0/ Ps.- 40 ° 
per mensem with unem- 
ployed pay of rank 

I I I 


1000 


1000 


1000 


1000 
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Principal of Medical College, Pro- 
fessor of Medicine, and first 
Physician of College Hospital 
Principal of Medical College, Pro- 
fessor of Medicine, and Phy- 
sician to General Hospital 
Principal of - Medical College, 
Professor of Medicine, and 
- Physician, Jamsetjee Jhee- 
jheebhoy. Hospital 
Full Professorships in Medical 
College, with conjoint Presi- 
dency duties, viz. : 

Second Physician, College Hos-\ 
pital. Professor of Medical 
Jurisprudence, Surgeon to 
the Mint and Customs 
Senior Surgeon, College Hos- 
pital, Professor of Surgery 
Second Surgeon, College Hos- 
pital, and Professor of An- 
atomy 

Ophthalmic Surgeon, Marine 
Surgeon, and Professor of 
• '..Ophthalmic Surgery ' 

Obstretic Physician, Professor 
of '.Midwifery, and Superin- 
tendent of Vaccination 
Chemical Examiner and Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry I 

.Surgeon of the General Hos- 
pital and Professor of Sur- 
gery in the Medical College 
First Surgeon with Port and 
Marine duties and Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy in the 
Medical College 
Ophthalmic Surgeon, Professor 
of Ophthalmic Surgery and 
Physiology 

Superintendent of Lying-in 
Hospital, Professor of Mid- 
wifery and Surgeon to tiic 
Penitentiary ^ 

Second Physician to Jamsetjee' 
Jhoejheebhoy Hospital, and 
Professor of Physiology in 
the Medical College 
Senior Surgeon to Jamsetjee 
Jhoejheebhoy Hospital, with 
Medical charge of the By- 
culla Schools, and Professor 
of Surgery in the Medical! 
College ' 


Presidencies! 
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CIVIL APPOINTMENTS— (cOTJrtMiWdi). 


Appointments. 


Full Professorships in Medical 
College, etc. {cont .) — 

Second Surgeon to Janisetjee\ 
Jheejheebhoy Hospital, Sur- 
geon to the Coroner and 
Professor of Anatomy 
Chemical Analyser to Govern- 
ment and Professor of 
Chemistry 

Oculist, Professor of Ophthal- 
mic Surgery, ivith medical 
charge oi the Jail and 
House of Correction > 

Minor Professorships, viz., Bot-, 
any. Hygiene, Dental Surgery, 
Medical Jurisprudence and 
Comparative Anatomy (pro- 
vided the aggregate salary of 
the officers holding the post 
as an extra charge docs not 
exceed that of a full professor- 
ship with attached duties) , 
Resident Physician, Collegc\ 
Hospital, and Professor of 
Pathology I 

Resident Surgeon, College Hos-| 
pital, and Professor of Phy-l 
siology J\ 

Surgeon of the General Hospital 
do. do. 

Senior Asst. Surgeon, Generali] 
Hospital, wth attached duties /] 
Junior Asst. Surgeon, Generali 
Hospital, \vith attached duties / 
Asst. Surgeon, General Hos-' 
pital, in charge of out-patients 
and Professor of Pathology, 
Medical College 

Asst. Surgeon, General Hospital,] 
and Professor of Pathology,] 
Medical College 
Principal, Lahore Medical School,] 
and Professor of Surgery and] 
Medicine j 

Professor ofChemistryandBotany j 
in Lahore Medical School, and > 
Chemical Examiner, Panjab ] 
Chemical Examiner, N.W. Pro-l 
vinces / 

District Surgeons with attached^ 
duties, viz. : 

First District. Inspector of 
Emigrants, Surgeon to Na- 
tive Infirmary, Leper Hos- 
pital, Idiot Asylum, and 
Black Town Dispensary J 


Presidencies. 


Bombay 


Salaries. 


Surgeon 

Major. 


Rs. 


1250 


All Presidencies 


Bengal 

Bengal 

Bombay 

Bengal 

do. 

Madras 


Bombay 

Bengal 

do. 

do. 

Madras 


Surgeon. 


Rs. 


p'Rs. 


1050 


Asst. 
Surg. 
over 
5 years. 


Asst. 
Saig. 
under 
S years. 


850 


Rs. 200 Staff salary 


1250 


1400 

1250 

1050 

1050 


1050 


Ks. 


700 


800 800 


1200 

1050 

850 

850 


goo 

Soo 

800 

f 

. Soo 

850 

650 

650 


goo 

800 

800 

800 


700 

500 

500 _ 








CIVIL APrOINTiMENTS— (coH/fHWrf). 


SiJarif5. 




District SwrRCons with attached 
duties (cunt.) — 

Second District. Siirpcon to’ 
Female On’han and Lxinatic 
Asylums, Gunpowder and 
GuncarriaRc Factories, and 
Vcperj' Dispensarj* 

Third District, SurRcon to 
Male Orphan Asylum and 
Chintadnpet Dispensary 
Fourth District. \Vith charRC 
of Triplicane Dispensary 
Presidency SiirRcons, with Pro-\ 
tessorships and attached du- 
ties, vir.. ; 

First Presidency SurRcon and 
Professor of Medical Jttris- 
pnidence 

Second Presidency Surgeon 
and Professor of Midwiferj* 
Tliird Presidenev Surgeon, 
Garrison and Marine Sur- 
geon, with charge of Othcers* 
Hospital / 

Medical Superintendent at Aden 
do. do. at Port Blair 

Surgeon to the Lunatic Asylum . 
Surgeon to the Viceroy and Gov-l 
cmor-Gencral 

Surgeon to the Governor, with 
Medical charge of the Body 
Guard 

SuperintcndcnlsGcner.al of Vacci-l 
nation / 

Superintendent of Vaccination . 
Medical charge of first-class Cisnll 
Stations / 

do. do. second-class do. 
(With an extra allowance for 
charge of Lunatic Asylums, 
Colleges, or Administrative 
charge of Jails, which will ■ 
be fixed in the Civil Do- I 
partmcnl). 


Prcdilcnths. 

Sitrpron 

Major. 

SurRCon. 

Asm. 

Surn. 

over 

5 years. 

Asm. 

Siircon 

under 

5 yc.->rs. 


III. 

K«. 

K-*. 

Hi. 






Madras 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

» 

< 

} 

1 

j 


850 

500 

Bomhaj* 





/ 





Bombay 1 

Madras J 

1200 

1200 


— 

Bombay 

1050 

S50 

C50 

500 

Bengal 

IZOO 

1200 

1200 

1200 

Madras 




1000 

Bombay 

1000 

1000 

xooo 

All Presidencies 

1250 

1050 

S50 

0 

0 

dOa 

950 

750 

550 

.)00 

All Presidencies 

1050 

850 

650 

500 

do. 

9 .SO 

750 

550 

.{OO 


Residency Surgeons 


do. 


As first or second cl.ass 
Civil Surgeons. 


"ALLOWANCES FOR ADDITIONAL CHARGES (ALL PRESIDENCIES). 
Medical charge of an extra native regiment . . . . , Rs loo 

'• •• extra wing of a Native regiment, or of a dctach- 

raent, consisting numerically of not less than a wing Rs 75 
.1 • „ of a Civil Station by a Regimental Medical Officer, or of a 

Regiment by a Civil Surgeon, in addition to his own duty Rs 100 
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"ALLOWANCES FOR EXTRA CHARGES (ALL PRESIDENCIES). 
Payable wholly to the Officer in actual performance of the Duty. 

Medical charge of a Store Depot . . . . . . Rs 100 

do. do. of a Stud Depot • , . . . . ■ . Rs 50 

do. do. of Divisional Staff ...... Rs 100 

do. do. of Brigade or Station Staff . . . . Rs 30 

do. do. of a Lock Hospital, first class . . . .' Rs 100 

do. do. do. do. second class . . . ’ Rs 50- ' . 

The Royal Warrant of 1873 made no change in the rates of 
pay. Govt, of India, Mily. Dept., Order No. 442 of loth April, 
1874, quoted in IM.D. Circ., No. 12 of 22nd April, 1874, gives 
the following rates as fuU pay and unemployed pay. The rate 
shown as full pay is intermediate between that of an officer in 
medical charge of a regiment, in the lower ranks, as shown above, 
and the unemployed scale. 

" I am to state that the Royal Warrant changed only the designation 
of medical officers, without affecting their pay and relative rank. The 
jnedical officers in receipt of grade pay under the rules of 1864, quoted in 
the margin (G.O.G.G. No. 507 of -20**' June, 1869, G.G.O. No. 1060 of 
23*^^ December, 1864), should be paid according to the following scale, taken 
from these o'rders, and adapted to the new designations. 


Per month. 

• Pull pay. 

Unemployed pay. 

Surgeon Major, 25 years 

R. A. r. 

1093 2. 0 

888 12 0 

do. 20 „ 

1056 9 7 

852 3 7 

do. 15 

825 II 5 

67,7 ■■ fi'lJ- — 

do. under 15 years . 

789 3 0 - 

_ 640 14 6 

Surgeon, 10 years 

451 14 5 

410 9 5 

do* ^19 * * • 

433 10 2 

392 5 2 

do. 5 „ ... 

335 12 2 

304 14 2 

do. under 5 years 

317 8 0 

286 10 0 


The agitation about unemployed pay in 1882-84 had some 
effect.* Clause 16 of 7 .A.C., dated 6th Feb., 1885, notifies 
that an officer of the I.M.S.,- when holding no specific appointment, 
\vill be granted the rates of pay dra\vn by officers of the A.M.D. 
The general effect was to raise the rate of unemployed pay for 
junior officers by thirty rupees a month, from Rs.286. 10. 0. to 
Rs.317. 8. o. By clause 47, 1 .A.C,, of 20th May, 1885, the word 
officer in the Circular of 6th Feb., was changed to Surgeon. Clause 
16 runs as follows ; — ^ ' 

" Under instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to notify that in future an officer of the Indian 
Medical Service when holding no specific appointment, will be allowed ic 
rates of pay drawn by officers of the Army Medical Department. 

* See Chap. XXXVIII, 1865 to 1896. 
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“ Wheu holding any appointment, permanent or acting, he will draw 
either the consolidated pay fixed for that appointment, or nnemployed pay 
to be designated in future ' grade pay ’), wth full or half salary or charge 
allowance, under existing rules, provided the total be not less than the 
ginde pay laid- down in Article 301, Army Regulations, India, Volume I, 
Part I." y' 


The -rates of pay then stood as follows : — 




In charge of 
regiment. 

When not holding an 
appointment carrying 
higher pay. 

Brigade Surgeon 


Rs. 

1000 (a) 

R. A. P. 

8S8 12 0 

Surgeon Major, over 25 years 


1000 

888 12 0 

do. over 20 „ 


1000 

852 3 7 

do. over 15 ,, 


800 

677 6 II 

do. over 12 „ 


800 

640 14 6 



In charge of 
Kgiment. 

Not receiving 
staff allow- 
ance. 

Receiving staff 
allowance in 
addition. 



Rs. 

R. As P. 

R. A. Fv 

Surgeon, over 10 years 

• • 

&00 (b) 

451 14 5 

410 9 5 

do. over 6 „ 

• * 

600 

433 10 2 

392 5 2 

do. over 5 „ 

• • 

600 

335 12 2 

304 H 2 

do. under 5 „ 

• 

450 

317 8 0 

286 10 0 


(fl) Plus Rs.go horse allowance in cavalry regiments, 
(b) Plus Rs.6o do, do. in do. do. 


New rates of pay were granted in 1897, which gave an increase 
to officers of the rank of Brigade Snrgeon-Lient.-Colonel, and also: 
to all under the rank of Surgeon-Major, the rates being as follows : — 



In charge of 
regiment. 

1 

1 When not holding an 

I appointment carrying 

higher pay. 

Brigade Surgeon Lieut.-ColoneI , 
Surgeon Lient.-Colonel 

Surgeon Major . ' , 

Rs. 

1100 (a) 

1000 

800 

125 years . 

I20 „ . 

/15 „ . 

Ii2 >. ■ . 

K. A. P. 

goo 0 0 
888 12 0 
852 3 7 
677 6 II 

640 14 6_ 



In charge of 
regiment. 

Not receiving 
staff allow- 
ance. 

Receiving staff 
allowance in 
addition. 

Surgeon Captain, over 10 years • 
do. over 5 „ 

do. under 5 „ . 

Rs. 

600 (b) 
600 

450 

Rs. 

500 

430 

350 

Rs. 

450 

400 

300 

(a) Plus Rs.go horse allowance in cavalry regiments. 

(b) Plus Rs.6o do. do. in do. do. 


W T W C xinr T 
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A considerable increase of pay was given to all ranks in , 
military employment, in 1903, hy Not. No. 1047, by the Govt, of 
India, Mily. Dept., dated 23rd Oct., 1903. Tlie new rate^ of 
pay are shown in the table below. Unemployed pay was dra\vn 
by officers of under seven years' service, not holding officiating 
or substantive charges. Officers of over seven years’ . ser'vice"^ 
drew grade pay when unemployed. Staff pay is the pay of a 
command or charge, and is' drawn in addition to grade pay. 
Officers serving in cavalry regiments also draw horse allowance, 
field officers ninety rupees, officers of lower rank sixty rupees per 
month. 



Unemployed 

pay. 

Grade pay. 

Staff pay. 

Officiating 
charge oi 
regiment. 

Substantive 
charge ot 
regiment. 

, 

Rs. 

Rs. . 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Lieutenant . 

420 

350 

150 

. 425 

500 . 

. Captain 

475 

400 

150 

475 

55 ° 

do. over 5 years 

475 

450' 

150 

525 

600 

do. over 7 years 

— 

500 

150 

575 

650 

do. over 10 years 

_ 

550 

150 

625 

700 

Major . 

' — 

650 

150 

725 

800 

do. over 15 years 

— 

750 

150 

825 

900 

Lt.-Colonel . 

— 

900 

350 

1075 

1250 

do. over 25 years 

— 

900 

400 

IIOO 

1300 

do. on selected list 


1000 

400 

1200 

I4OO 




Grade pay and staff pay together make up the pay given for 
substantive medical charge of a regiment, jgrade pay and half 
staff pay that given for officiating charge. / 

Since 1864 the pay of a substantive Ch'lil Surgeon has varied 
only slightly from that of a medical offiqe^ in substantive charge 
of a regiment. _ The officers holding first-^lass Civil or Residency 
Surgeoncies, comparatively few in number, draw fifty rupees a 
month more, those holding second-class-' appointments, 'the great 
majority, fifty rupees a month less, flian officers of the same 
length of service who hold substantive medical charge of regi- 
ments. 

Certain Civil Stations used to be dassified as first-class, and 
the substantive holders of these Civil Surgeoncies, whatever their 
length of service, were first-class Civil Surgeons. In the last 
few years of the nineteenth century this system was changed, 
by the orders of the Govt, of India, Home Dept. : for the N.W.P. — 
and Oudh by Order No. 725 of 27th Aug., 1896; for Bengal by 


Ord'T No. i»*o of iti'ih Oci., iSi.r*, lopuMi'.-ln'il in J.MJ), ('f/VN. 
fi>v p.ji.'c'; m ,in«l i«i. Th*‘ i-.unc lv.»U l>iM:n niadi*. 

in tin- I’.inj.ib JvinJy Jv\oi*»y yr.Ui. nnlirr, by Hovl. i»f Imlia, 
Jlonv' -ubiiii'n No. ,!575 t ’th July, t87<i. r< jn»bli:du’d 

in J.M.n, i'i'i,}. for j\ S7. I'ml'-r lh«’ now ^y.>.(<’in tin* lirs-t- 
«*l.iss 1 ivil Snjijroju'i's wtso ni.ub* in-'lo.id <if bi*in;; 

dt.pimbnt t-n vt,»lion, \Vln-n a v.o amy oi-i-inird ;r. a rnsfo la-.;; 
Civil Sni/^'on, a m ta'nd.* bi-,.. c'ivil Snjii' nn w.^^ pioiuotMl to tho. 
I'lV'-io'bv •, and r.ir^ Vod .o- ?n« l». Mib; '-qn.i nily jrj.dtnnj’, hin pi.ubt 
and juy a i.i- > (‘ivil bnj{!«on. wliojovr In* iniftbt bi? 


jn* -U d. 

Wbm iho pay of nvdu.d in »ni)it;ny fnijdoy was 

j-.iis'd in I'/Vo « oiji •j'ondint; jjns* .»'-(• w.»s at iir-t I'ranlotl to 
•]io:a* in fjvil tsnjOoy, wJio ft.jjmal lb<* nnijoiiiy of tin* SiTviia*. 
Tin* <p.n '-tion of rai- inp lb'- ^dvil v.i'.o-; i.f pay w.*.’. tnulor cojtsid'T.i- 
tion for a b n.!.’ pt-jit'd, ov< j y«'.*.i'. Finally, by tin* i'-'-uo of Govt, 
of Indi.a, Jlonv Ib olntii.n N**. .Mrdir.d, of 17II1 

Apiil, Sv'5. I'pnMi li'd in fVri?:. b«r i‘/'5. pp. tin* 

pay «'f nnalical in ' ivil nnploy w.is bionidit into tin* sann* 

relation wjtb that of lln* .* in jniHtarv rntploy a*, bi fojv ; f.f*. 
rn-'-to.la'.s Civil Snijn-on" dr.iwini: bfiy rnpoc-. a month ntoiv, 
^='*<*ttnd•<•la^< hfty rnp<< : a njojjth h 'S. thaji tln ir conti injxtraric.*; 
in Jo;fnn<*nts. this inctnas** was j:ivrn with a yt*av's n-tiai- 
npn'tivc ffnct. from isl Ajnil. 100.5. tin- titina-js in rivil vmjiloy 
wi-jv ic.tllv onlv six jnontln- l.»tor in tn'itin!! it than thosi* in thn 


army. 


" Ji<ys;tJ t.Htr. oj f-.iv t j ; <J t!,f Its.iim; Mt.hail Sf/i'icf nv.j'h'y^tl 
i»! th{ Cv. il Jh'-.u!tun:t. 

'' Jtfilufii'ii S..r. .V<J"J57;, 7 >!f.l-.c:jl, t/a.V./ 17’’' 1005, hy the 

CxKOtiVifvt oj Jiidin, Hmt'.f lU’-.tiUr.tr.i, 

" 35y 11 k* o!<k-!:i in tin* ^5lllt.lJy lViiarlnn*nl Notifif.ation 

Ko. 10 ^ 7 . tlalcti the 75 OcKtbi-r, lw 3 . lln* j>ay til iiJncfn: of Ihc Indian 
Medical Service in military employ w.is lai'ctl. In connection with tin;', 
deci'-ion the Guvenmn*j»l ol India have carefully extnnineil, in communica- 
tion with local Govenijnent'*.. tin? question of the adequacy of the r.ates of 
pay of officer; of that service in civil cjnployment. The Secretary of State's 
orders on their jn opo'.ids have now been n'ceived, and the Governor General 
in Council is jilc.a‘ c-il to notify the conclusion arrived at for the information 
of the rerviee. 

" 2. The f.cale of pay atl.iched to the* ai»pnintinentK, the omolumonlr: of 
which are or will in future be determined by the military jiay of the officers 
holdiiifj them, has been revised in tbe manner shewn in Schedule A. The 
consolidated pay of the appointments shewn in Schedule 13 has also been 
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* Consolidated nulitary pay. f Staff allowance, ft These appointmenta are not ordinarily filled by officers below the rank of Major. 

II These appointments are not ordinarily filled by officers .above the rank of Captain. J Military Grade pay. 

ij These appointments are not ordinarily held by officers below the rank of Major. § Local allowance. •* Police allowance. 












.390 HISTORY OF - THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

revised. Neither schedule includes appointments in the Jail Department, 
regarding which orders wiU be issued hereafter. In view of the unavoidable 
delay that has occurred in dealing with this complicated question, the 
Secretary of State has agreed, as a special concession, that the revised rates 
of pay shall take efiect from the ist April, 1904. In any case where the • 
changes now sanctioned may result in reducing the emoluments of an 
appointment they will not be introduced until it has been vacatedijy'tEeT 
present incumbent. 

“3. It has further been decided, .with the approval of the Secretary of 
State, that the allowance of Rs.200 per mensem granted under’the General 
Order No. 370 of 1867 for the charge of certain minor professorships shall, ' 
in the case of future incumbents, be treated as a local allowance. The 
allowances of officers hereafter appointed to officiate in such appointments 
will be regulated by the new scale." 


SCHEDULE B. 


Appointment. 

Government or 
Provinee. 

Monthly Salaries. 

Inspector General of Civil Hospitals . | 

V 

Bengal - 

Panjab * 1 

Burma j 

Madras 

Bombay 

Bengal 

Rs. 2500 

2250 

Sanitary Commissioners • 

1500-60-1800 

First Resident Surgeon, General\|Ios-' 
pital, Calcutta .... 
Second Resident Surgeon, General 
Hospital, Calcutta 

United Provinces 
Panjab 

Bengal | 

- ! 

1000 

T ■ Soo 


In the second clause of the order of 17th April, 1905, it is 
stated that the scale of pay for officers in the jail department 
would be issued later. The increased rates given to those officers 
.were notified by Govt, of India, Home Dept., Resolution No. 
180-192, Jails, dated 28th Sept., 1905, and, republished in LM.D. 
Circs, for 1905, pp. 27, 28. These officers also got the increase 
with retrospective effect from April, 1904. The rates of pay in 
the Jail Department are decidedly higher than those in the 
regular line, the Superintendent of a second-class Central Jail 
drawing the pay of a first-class Civil Surgeon, if a first-class 
Central Jail one hundred rupees a month more, in each rank. 
The Superintendent of a Central Jail also gets a free house, 
which may be considered -equivalent to another hundred rupees 
a month. 
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" Rates oj pay of officers of the Indian Medical Service employed in the 

Jail Department. 

" Resohttion by the Government of India, Home Department, Nos. 182-192 
Jails, dated the 28th September, 1905. 

" In paragraph 2 of the Home Department Resolution No. 361-375, 
dated the 17^’* April, 1905, which announced the decision to increase the 
emoluments of officers of the Indian Medical Service in Civil employ, the 
Government of India stated that orders regarding the pay of appointments 
in the Jail Department held by officers of that service would be issued 
later on. 

" 2. The Government of India have now received the final orders of 
the Secretary of State on this subject, and are pleased to notify that the 
following scale of consolidated pay has been sanctioned for officers of the 
Indian Medical Service employed in the Jail Department : — 


Inspector General of Prisons, Madras 
» » » Bombay 

» Bengal 

» >. „ Panjab 

„ ,, „ United Provinces 

„ „ „ Burma 

„ „ „ Central Provinces 

and Berar . 


1800-50-2000 

1800-50-2000 

2000 

1800 

1800-50-2000 

1800 

1300 



Supt. tst Supt. 2nd 
Class, Central Class, Central 
Jail. Jail. 

Lieutenant Colonel (specially selected for increased 

pay) 1550 

1450 

Lieutenant Colonel, after 25 years’ service . 

. 1450 

1350 

Lieutenant Colonel ..... 

. 1400 

1300 

Major, after three years’ service 

. 1050 

950 

Captain, after ten years' service 

. 850 

750 

„ ■ seven „ . 

. 800 

700 

„ ■ five „ ... 

. 750 

650 

Captain 

. 700 

600 

Lieutenant ...... 

. 650 

550 


' 3. The Secretary of State has further decided — 

" fi) That the scale will take effect from the April, 1904. 

" (2) That officers already in the department may choose between 
the existing and the new scale, also with retrospective 
effect. 

" (3) That when the present pay of officers choosing the new scale 
is in excess of that therein laid down, they may continue to 
draw their present salary until they become entitled to an 
increase under the new scale.” 

Further orders about the Jail Dept, were published in Circ. 
No. 3C of i6th October, 1908, from the Director-General, 
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I.M.D. Circs, for 1908, pp. 38-40 ; which adds to the above 
list the post of I.G. in Eastern Bengal and Assam, on Rs.1800 
a month. 

Specialist Pay. — ^This pay was granted to qualified and 
selected officers by Indian Army Order No.- 433 of 1905, published .. 
in I.M.D. Circs, for 1905, pp. 18-20. 

*' Appointment of Specialists in the Medical Department. India Army 

Order No. 433 of 1905. 

“ In supersession of all pre-vious instructions the Government of India 
Military Department No. 2457D, have sanctioned the provisional adop- 
dated 3rd June, 1905. tion of the following rules for the 

grant of specialist pay to officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps and 
Indian Medical Service. 

“ General. 

" (i) Specialist pay- is an allowance to officers below the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel for special sanitary or medical work done for the State, 
which it is not in -the power of the ordinary medical officer to perform with 
the same efficiency as the specialist. It will not be-a personal allowance ; 
but will be granted only to -the incumben-ts of certain specified 
appointments. 

(2) Specialist pay will not be given to officers of the Indian Medical 
• Service in civil employ. . 

" (3) The services of specialists are absolutely at the disposal of 
Government in any way they may direct, ^Avithout.further-'-cTainrTbr^ 
remuneration. 

_ (4) Except in connection with dental appointments the duties of all 
specialist appointments must be carried out in addition to ordinary hospital 
duties. 

" Qualifications. 

(5) Officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps in India will be eligible 
for appointment as specialists under the-qualifica-tions laid down by the 
^my CouncU for the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

_ (6) The eligibility of an officer of the Indian Medical Service for 
specialist pay will bedecided bythe Director General, IndianMedical Service, 
whose decision will be based either on certificates of a recognised institution, 
or by examination of the candidate. An officer may qualify as a specialist at 
any period of his service. The allowance will be admissible to any officer 
who is in a position actually to perform the duties for which it is granted. 


" Appointments. 

(7) There shall be 105 appointments in India for which specialist pay 
at Rs.6o per month shall be g^ranted. Of these appointments 55 will belong 
to the Royal Army Medical Corps and 50 to the Indian Medical Service in 
miWary employ. Selection for appointments will be made under the orders 
of His Excellency the Command er-in-Chief. 
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•' (8) The following appointments will carry specialist pay 


Character of 

appointment. 


-JPxeyeation of dis-^ 


Medicine and Sur-] 
gcry . . .1 


Physical Science . 


Diseases of special 
regions . . i 


Mental Science 

Diseases of women 
and children 


Special branch of science. 


{«) public Health 
\b) Panisitology(tnclud* 
ing baclcriology) 

(c) Dermatology (in- i 
! eluding sj'philis)* / 
i (d) Operative Surgerj' 

' (f) Fevers 

(/) Electricity (includ -1 
ing .shingrapliy) ) 
(c) Dental Surgerj' * 

{*) Ophthalmology 
I (i} Otologj', I^atyng- 1 
ology, Itliinology / 
‘ U) Psjxhological Mcdi-l 
cine j 

(/:) Midwfery and dis- 
1 ease;; of women 
and children 
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2 to each laboratory cslab-' 
lislicd at the headquarter 
stations of Divi.sions or 
Brigades 
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t do. 

I do. 

I per coinnmnd 

I do. 

All India 
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" [gy Should no ofaccr of one service be qtiallftcd for atty spcetal service, 
anoScerof the other sennee may be appointed, bvtt the total propoilions 
should be rtsstcred at the first opportunity.*' 


Since 1005 some other ordcr-s on the subject of specialist pay 
have been isrued, bat the changes made arc of liltk* impt*rtant e. 

Exchange Compensation Allowance is given to (•fiiccis 
of the STipenor Seridees in India, recruited in England, who are 
not statntor.' r.c'ives of India. The allowance consists of an 
addition to their salaries of half the difference between their 
salaries converted at one and si.xpcncc to tlic nipce, and the 
average market rate for each quarter. Practically it eonws to 
I'To^enve for each nipee, up lo half the full salary. 

It :s no-: grvKo on aiio-'ances, as distinct from pay proj)i r. Ex- 
cnarse cicr^err-i r'.r. alioivancc was first sanctioned by (it)vt. 
of Ma, Pir:i:r.oe aiod Commerce Dept., Resolution No. jbi.jA, 
of ret'roiirhed in I.A.C., clause 118 t>f ist 




-Oi -tne India. — ^A Madras G.O. of i8ih .\ug., 

cSrr.rec!: Surgeons’ Mates of Ilis Majrt.lyC 
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t Army hfcdlcal Corps only. 
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The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 24th April, 
1798, contain a Minute of Council of 6th April, 1798, directing 
• that Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons of His Majesty’s re^ments 
of Cavalry and Infantry are to receive King’s pay, and that all 
allowances for medicines and hospitaL expenses, and. perquisitre^ 
of all sorts, are to be stopped ; medicines to be supplied’ by the 
Apothecary General. The following regulations about pay and 
pension are quoted from a Royal Warrant of 30th Nov., 1796. 

" Surgeons, Cavalry, 12 shillings a day. 
do. Infantry, 10 shillings a' day. 

" Surgeons to rank as Captains, and to receive a pension of five shillings 
a day after twenty years’ service. 

“ Surgeons’ -Mates, to be appointed by Commissions, and to be de- 
nominated Asst. Surgeons instead of Mates. Pay, five shillings a day in 
peace at home ; seven shillings and sixpence abroad or on war service ; 
Rank, that of subaltern.” 

In spite of this warrant, the grade of Hospital Mate existed 
'in the A.M.D. until abolished by the Royal Warrant of 29th 
July, 1830.* 

A Letter from Court, dated 13th May, 1829, para. 3, published 
in Bombay G.O. of 23rd Sept., 1829, directs that Deputy In- 
spectors of Hospitals of H.M.’s Forces are to receive Rs.1838 per 
month, inclusive of aU allowances, except the traveUiiig^^i^^^^^ 
major when travelling on duty. 

Practice. — ^The right of Medical Officers serving in India to 
take private practice has always been aclmowledged. Since the 
earliest times, the medical officers holding certain appointments, 
especially some of those in the Presidency towns, have made 
large incomes by private practice, and the hope of getting one of 
these appointments has always been one of the chief attractions 
of the Service. 

The fact that the medical officers in Calcutta were not only 
allowed, but expected, to make money by private practice, is 
stated in a Letter from Court dated 22nd Feb., 1764, para. iiP't 

” You inform us you have appointed two additional Surgeons at 
Calcutta, to succeed to the office of Ikincipal Surgeons when those we have 
already nominated shall have been provided for ; that some further 
assistance is necessary on account of the increased number of persons m 

our service. Civil and Military, we cannot but admit ; but with respec 0 

' - 

* See Chap. XVII, Rank. 
t Extracted in Long’s Selections, No. 748, p. 376. 
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the inhabitants, they most ccrt.ainly oiiplit to rcwanl the Physicians who 
attend them at their own expense. We allow therefore of your said appoint- 
ments on these conditions however th.-il they arc to bo deemed assistants 
only, and Uiat tlieir allowances from the Coinpany shall be proportionately 
less than the Principal ?urpeons." 

"■ of Medical Ofticers in Indi.i fo l.ikc private practice 

was definitely aclcnowlerlged in 1773 by ;\» t XIII.. Gcoirc III,, 
cap. 63. section 25. 

Section 24 pro\-ides that— 


” No person hti-'h'nc .a n%3l nj .a nnlil-viv oai"- (!>• < i-mn .^h-ill 

accept any donation or f:r.\t«:ty." 

Section 25 maVc the {''Il'tw.n;: vx* 


" rrc'.’t.'icd .“.I'.vr.y:, .nr.d be it fnr*h'Ten’.''tr.l bv tli'* -njtli'^jrit;. -^.A, 
tint r.othir.t herein cont.air.'' 1 • hr.il c \V-t;d o; !>'• 1 '>!-.■ rrti' u d t'» ' -iv r 'i, to 
prohifc:: cr prevent .nny j 



tx:e pre'e.' 
chaplain, from r.rtcplinr t-ti-ir,': r r r 
in ic" %vav cf Ovir rref- ■ 
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As an instance of the fact that, in the first half of the nine- 
teenth century, A.M.O.’s were not debarred from private practice, 
it is stated in The Life and Letters of Sir John Hall, K.C.B., by 
S. M. Mitra (p. 174), that when Hall was sent out to the Cape as 
D.I.G. in 1846, he practised his profession there as a'smatter-of„ 
course. From the Cape Hall was transferred to India, asT.M.O., 
Bomba}^ in 1851. On 23rd March, 1854, he was promoted to 
I.G., and appointed P.M.O.. in the Crimea. , He received the 
K.C.B. on 4th Feb., 1856. He was, of course, an officer of the 
A.M.D., not of the I.M.S. 

Few men seem to have made much by the practice of their 
profession in early times. The Bombay Cons. oi 9th Oct., 1742 
contain a letter from the Bombay Surgeons, John Neilson and 
Michael Weston, in which they say that there is httle or no native 
practice in Bombay, and that no Surgeon, except Mr. Dyer, 
had ever gone home with much over f^oo. Richard Dyer was 
only about five years in India. He was Surgeon at Bombay 
from Jan., 1716, to Nov., 1720. 

. Sir John DaUing, Commander-in-Chief at Madras, in liis 
minute of 22nd Nov., 1785, quoted above, makes a contribution 
to this subject. Another member of Council, Mr. Daniell, stated 
that no medical officer at Madras had ever taken home a,foFtune- 
of over £$00, To this Sir John remarked that at least three had 
done so, Messrs. Briggs, Wilson, and Maule ; and went on to say 
that the only reason why others had not done the same was the 
extravagant way in which they had spent in India the money 
they had made. 

Stephen Briggs was Surgeon-General of the Madras Army in 
1761, and one of the Surgeons at Madras from 1764-71. Several . 
Wilsons served in the Madras Medical Service in the tliird quarter 
of the eighteenth century. The one referred to is evidently 
James Wilson, senior, who was appointed in 1749, and was Sur- 
geon at Madras from 1751 till he retired on ist Oct. , 1763 . Charles 
Maule served from 1753-71, most of that time as Surgeon, succes- 
sively, at Masuhpatam and Vizagapatam. 

Several men have made a considerable amount of money in 
the nineteenth century, chiefly in the Presidency towns, especially 
Calcutta. But the amoimts made b}^ practice have usually been 
increased by successful speculation or investment, and in all 
or almost all cases have been greatly exaggerated by public report. 
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" 3. Although these rules would appear to be sufficiently simple and 
precise, several cases have recently been submitted to the Governor General 
in Council which indicate (i) that much uncertainty exists as to what are , 
reasonable'and proper fees, and (ii) that Local Governments have, in some' 
instances, failed to realize the importance of strictly scrutinizing and con- 
trolling the proposals made, and have, therefore, passed on, and occasionally 
even recommended for sanction, fees which the Government of^ndialiave— 
been compelled to regard as excessive and improper. Upon the first point 
it is obviously impossible to lay down any precise principles or definite 
regulations, but the existing rules prescribe that fees should not be out of 
proportion to the relief afforded or to the circumstances of the case. It 
may be added that they should also not be out of proportion to the rank, 
position, and emoluments of the Medical Officer concerned ; and though if 
may often be right that they should be liberal, they should not exceed, to 
an extent which may be deemed extravagant, the general standard of the 
fees which the Medical Officer accepts in his ordinary private practice. 
With regard to- the second point, the Governor General in Council desires 
to take this opportunity of reminding Local Governments of the duty, that 
is imposed upon them by the rules, of closely investigating the proposals 
made, not only when they sanction the fees themselves, but also when they 
forward their suggestions for the orders of superior authority. It should 
be understood that they are not expected to refer for orders every case in 
which the fee offered or claimed exceeds Rs.2000, but only those cases in 
which they desire to recommend that the fee should exceed that amount. 
It is only by the strict and conscientious discharge of this duty by Local 
Governments that the Government of India can be relieved of the disagree- 
able necessity of intervening at a difficult stage, and under circumstances 
which are invidious to all concerned. 

"4. As examples of fees that are considered excessive, I am to saiy 
a case has recently been submitted to the Government of India, in which a 
fee of Rs.2o,ooo was under discussion, where a Civil 'Surgeon had operated 
on a Native Chief for cataract in one eye, and had remained in attendance 
upon him for a month. In another case, a Residency Surgeon asked per- 
mission to charge the Chief of the State in which he was employed a fee 
of Rs.1500 monthly, for attendance on his son for a period of 14 months, 
with a special fee of Rs.3000 for a simple operation. . In a third instance, a 
Local Government recommended fees of Rs.1800 and Rs.isoo- for a 
Residency Surgeon, who visited a neighbouring Chief oh two occasions for 
six and five days, respectively, for purposes of consultation with the local - 
Medical Officer. On another occasion the same Residency Surgeon charged 
a fee of Rs.fiboo for an attendance of ii days. In a fifth case', a Residency 
Surgeon asked for a large increase to his allowances for personal attendance 
on the Chief of the State in which he was posted, although the rules dis- 
tinctly contemplate that in cases of this kind the initiative should come from 
the Chief himself. In a sixth case, it was proposed to pay a fee of Rs.i 5 »o°° 
to three officers of the^X^io-n Medical Service, who had simultaneously 
treated a Native Noble for delirium tremens for a period of three weelcs. It 
is the wish of the Government of India that, in cases of this land, the contro 
of the Local Governments should be exercised with a keener sense of their 
responsibilities under the rules, and that claims which are manifestly ex- ^ 
travagant should not be submitted to them until they have been reduced 
to reasonable dimensions. 
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" 5. The Government of India desire it to be understood that in making- 
the preceding observations, and in commenting on certain cases in which 
the moderation inculcated by the rules has not been observed, it is not their 
intention to bring any general charge against the oflicers of the medicnl 
profession, or to imply that the opportunities given to them of private 
practice in Native States are, as a general rule, abused. The standard of 
-'professional honour, that has always existed among the members of tho 
Service, would alone negative any such imputation ; and cases are known 
to tlie Government of India in which the professional relations of Medical 
Oflicers with Native Chiefs have been characterized by a more than 
punctilious generosity. At the same time, it cannot be denied that tho 
cases brought to notice in this letter, which arc all of recent occurrence, 
indicate that there are instances in which a clearer understanding of tlic 
objects and wishes of the Government of India is desirable ; and it is in the 
hope of preventing the recurrence of similar incidents that these general 
instructions arc issued. 

'* 6. I am to request that the observations contained in this letter may 
be communicated to all ^ledical Officers.” 

In spite of the assurance given by Government in the fifth 
clause of the above circular, that they had no wish to bring any 
general charge against the oflicers of the it can hardly be 

denied that these rules cast a slur on the Service as a whole. It 
must be admitted that cases have occurred of exorbitant charges, 
and of pecuniar}^ demands larger than was just or right. But the 
obtnous way to treat such cases would be to deal with each upon 
its merits, not to cast an unmerited stigma upon the whole Service, 
most of the members of which had no concern in the matter, 
while the individual offender got off scot free. While the whole 
Service undoubtedly felt that a slur was cast upon tlicm by the' 
issue of these regulations, it must not be forgotten tliat the great 
majority were quite unaffected by tlicm. Most of the members 
of the Service have never treated, and are never likely to treat, 
any of the Chiefs or other gentlemen of liigh jiosition mentioned 
in the rules. 

Further regulations on this subject were issued by the Govt, 
of India as Home Dept. Not. No. 395 of zOth April, 1904, requiring 
a full medical statement of the case to be furnished to the A.M.O. 
of the province ; and as Home Dept. Not, No. G07 of ist July, 
1907, in which the reqiiirement of a medical statement of the case 
was dropped, but the rules v/crc extended to include Indian 
gentlemen of high position in British India." Obviou,sly there 
was room for amsiderable difference of opinion as tfj v/ho did or 
^d not occupy a " high position.” 
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Fortunately the’ question may be considered to have been 
satisfactority settled under the present Director-General in 1911, 
by the issue of Home Dept. Not. No. 100 of 2nd Feb., 1911, pub- . 
hshed in the Gazette of India, of 2nd Feb., 1911. The vague tem 
“ Indian gentlemen of high position " was replaced by an exact 
definition, and the fees which may be charged wthout reference' 
fixed at a reasonable amount. The result may be considered as a 
satisfactory solution of a difficult question, one which raised an 
amount of ill-feeling quite out of proportion to its intrinsic 
importance. . 

Further orders on the same subject were issued in Not. No. 
1192 of 20th Dec., 1911, published in the Gazette of India of 23rd 
Dec., 1911. The orders of- Dec. do not materially differ from 
those of Feb., and are quoted below, as the latest orders on the 
subject. 

‘ ‘ Medical. The 20th December, 1911. iVo.1192 . In supersession of the 
orders contained in the Home Department notification No, 607, dated the 
I®* July, 1907, and of all existing orders on the subject, the Governor 
General in 'Council is pleased to make the following rules, which will be 
applicable to British India and Native States, regarding the. receipt by 
medical ofiicers of Government of fees (including honoraria or presents 
which may be offered for services rendered) for professional services, 
whether for an ordinary visit, or consultation, or confinement, or a surgical 
operation, in certain cases-^ y- — 

" (i) Whenever attendance on a Ruling Chief or 12 s fanuly or depen- 
dents, or on an Indian of position who holds a hereditary title conferred or 
recognised by Government, of rank not below that of Raja or Nawab, or 
-his family or dependents, involves the absence of a medical officer from 
his station, he shall be permitted to demand or receive such fees as may be 
arranged between himself and the person employing him provided that he 
does not without the special permission of the Local Government obtained 
as provided below, demand or receive in addition to his travelling expenses 
a higher fee than Rs.500 a day for the first three days -and Rs.250 a day 
thereafter, the full daily fee being given for every complete period of 24 • 
hours’ absence with a proportionate fee for periods of less than 24 hours. 

" (2) For similar attendance not involving absence from his head- 
quarters, a medical officer may demand or receive fees in accordance ■with 
the scale which he has fixed ifor his patients generally. 

“ (3) Before accepting or demanding from a ruling chief or Indians of 
position as referred to in rule (i) a fee in excess of the rates laid ‘down m 
rules (i) and (2) above, a medical officer must report the case confidentially 
- to the local administrative medical officer, who will obtain unofficially au 
communicate to him 'the orders of the Local Government. When taking 
the orders of Government ■the administrative medical officer will be care u 
not to disclose any of the medical particulars of the case. - 

“ (4) Local Governments and administrations shall have full power X ' 
dispose of all cases so reported to them, but shall be at liberty to consul 
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the Dhretoi'Ociu'i.jh Intlian M,c<Vicnl Service, or to refer any parlictilar 
cn<e lor the onSci;; ol tliu flovcrnmrnl of India. 

(5) 1-Vc'^ for oj'cr.itioir. ajul ronfmoinents nraj' be accepted equal In 
amount to tiicc c cunciit in ; jniilar drcuinrtaJiccs in the profession in the 
United Kini^doni. 

“The Home Ucpattmenl nolific.ation No. too, dated the 2nd February, 
i'' hrteby oncelled.” 

LantruJ'ffC Rewards. — Prom ati oiuly period Government 
have eni'cnir.ipt d ih<- sttidy <if litislcrn languages by the grant of 
prciiniavy jvw.ivds to nfiu-er.'^ who passed certain higher examina- 
tions itt tiw el.'.srica! and vt ntaeular languages of the East ; cx- 
amiitatif-ns oi a. st.mdani eott^idtr.ibly m<jrc advanced than those 
compul-.-ry t-n all jjnmbt-r.s »»f various Services. For such 
rewards of .all S'.Tvjecj; have been, and still arc, eligible, 

tind«T rv.h'. v.irying to i-oin*- rxtenl in different departments. 
Early insl-tnei - of th<- gr.ait of such retvards may be seen in the 
Madras Kecord'-. Uhl .^td St pi., 3785. Surgeon Kincaid asked 
f<ir a r'W.'.rd n-r I'toJaict-'v in the. IVrsian language. The 
I\r?i:',n t;a5t‘-l.il<.r w.\v , rd* red to examine him, but the result 
is net stated. CV. .iist Aug.. 1786. the Persian translator reported 
A-sist.-.nt Surge- r. Hejuv Il.trris as proficient in the Persian 
language, f,<r nhi- h i* v..‘rd of 500 pagodas, about R5.1750, was 
givci to him.* 

Urjrri' V/..S not p.-i” jn turning his knowledge of Persian to 
furth'T :;c':o;>.nt. A l.'ti'r from Port St. George, dated 2nd 
Dee., 3;$o, report- in p.-.r.i. 5 — 

t; :;:;. ry c f '.1.* liiu'I'- v t;.;;y Td' Henry Han is had 

ui’.'h md.'c-r- to r:er-:e .':r.d pv.ideh one, ar.'I ;e. :in encouragement thereto 
h.v'. b'.*' n .'•.llov-r 1 I’,.”.'* ;.':- r'.> j-.. M'uith f'c r' v<.;i Monllr-, v/hich it it hoped 
tvjll bv .\pp:ovc -.I,“ 

Harri=: w.uv app- int* d A* •: tant Surgeon on .}lh July, 17S3. so 
had b'jf-n tjj -n four ve;!t> in the country when he compiled 
his dictionary, Tne book v/;>s published in 1790, but is no*,v 
vfcr\* scarce. * Thv.i it v.-as a v,«irk of real merit is shou-n by the 
fact that in tr.*; pr* face to the nrst edition Oi i_c.r-esy6£i s 
diclionart', published in 1017, it is stated tha.*. werk ts to- a 
considerable extent hounded ''ii the .^ISS- o. D.. lis — 

In the East India Hou'-e, 



CHAPTER XIX 


FURLOUGH AND LEAVE 

" Oh ! to be in England now that April’s there.’.’ 

Browning, Home Thoughts from Abroad. - ■ 

The grant of furlough and leave is quite a modem idea. The 
early servants of the Company, civil, military, and medical, got 
no leave to Europe. An officer who wished to go home had to 
resign his appointment and the Service, though he might be 
reappointed and return to India, if he wished, after his visit 
home. As he received no pay while absent from duty, and as 
a passage to or from India cost a very large sum, a \dsit to Europe 
was an expensive luxury. A medical officer sometimes escaped 
the expense of a passage home, by taking a berth as Surgeon to 
a homeward bound Indiaman ; the Surgeon who came out jjyith. 
the ship sometimes receiving a post in India- in the-'plac6''bf the 
man who went home. 

In the middle of the eighteenth century the E.I. Co. expected 
its servants to give one year’s notice before going home. In the 
Fort William Cons, of 4th Sept., 1755, Holwell asks for leave 
to 'return home, on account of impaired health, and quotes a 
despatch of 24th Jan., 1753, from Court, directing their servants 
to give one year’s notice of their intention to quit India.* 

In the records of the next twenty years may be found many 
instances of officers submitting medical certificates from the 
Company’s Surgeons, recommending that they should be allowed 
to return to Europe,' on account of ill-health. But what the 
petitioners asked for was permission to go home at short notice. 
They did not expect to get leave, with pay, and to retain a lien 
on the Service. The most they expected, or got, was permission 
to resign the Service, and to go home, with a recommendation to 
the Court of Directors to reappoint them to the Serwce, should _ 

* Quoted in Long’s Selections, No. 157, p. 60. 
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they \visli to return, in the rank which they held when they left 
India. The manner in which such permission and recommenda- 
tion \vas given may be seen from the follovdng extracts. 

Fort William General Letter, dated 26th Dec., 1769, paras. 3 and 4. “ SP 
Thomas Bagnall Surgeon on the Civil line obliged to return to Europe to 
reestablish his health, and having expressed a desire of returning to his 
station beg leave to intercede in his behalf as very skilful in his profession 
and always paid strict attention to his duty.” 

Fort William General Letter, dated gth Feb., 1782, para. 30. " John 
Stonnonth, an old Surgeon in your Service, has resigned, and takes passage 
on the Dartmouth." 

Para. 31. '* SE Stormonth recommended for leave to return to 

Bengal, with his full Rank in the Service, agreeably to the representation 
respecting him in our General Letter p. Hector dated May 1777.” 

'Fort William General Letter dated 30th Nov., 1783, para. 33. Doctor 
Daniel Campbell, Surgeon General, has resigned the Service, and proceeds 
to Europe p. Worcester. Petitions from the Inhabitants and Surgeons in 
testimony of his Merit, and requesting us to convey to you their udshes 
that he may be permitted to return to his Station. We unite our request 
to the same efiect. Copies of the Petitions transmitted.” 

Proceedings Medical Board, Calcutta, 13th Jan., 1789. ” M' Stormonth 
is permitted to resign the Honble Company’s service and to proceed to 
Europe in the Prudentia. It will be recommended to the Honble Court of 
Directors to allow him to return to Bengal without Prejudice to his Rank, 
on his application to them for that purpose.” 

-- Many other similar instances could be quoted from the 
Records. As a matter of fact, in not one of the above instances 
did the officer mentioned actually go home and return to India. 
Bagnall in 1769 and Stormonth in 1789 went to England, and 
never returned. Campbell in 1783 went home, and after two 
years in England got permission to return, but died at Johanna, 
in Madagascar, on his' way out, in Aug., 1785. Stormonth was 
unfortunate in his attempt to go home in 1782. Fort William 
General Letter of 7th Dec., 1782, para. 8, states that — 

'* the ship Dartmouth and her Cargo was totally lost upon tlie Island of 
Camicobar the 24*** June last.” Para. 45. ” M*" John Stormonth, Surgeon, 
who was passenger for England in the Dartmouth for his health, after the 
loss of the Ship, returned here ; and on Petition was readmitted to his 
rank, and granted his Arrears of Pay, in consideration of his misfortune.” * 

In 1780-81 the Government of India had its hands full, vith 
war in several quarters at once, the first Maratha war, the second 
Maisur war, and the campaign against the Raja of Benares. 

* The above extracts, and also those below, are taken from Abstracts of Letters 
received from Bengal ; Catalogue, General Records, India Office Library', p. 19. 
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Large detachments of the Bengal army had been sent to Bombay 
under Colonel Goddard, and to the Karnatik under Colonel Pearse. 
The strength of the army had been greatly increased, by Sepoy 
battalions raised locally, and by officers sent out ^from home. 
The Bengal army had been especially shorthanded -in medicaJ - 
officers. A large number of Assistant Surgeons had ^een ap- 
pointed locally, chiefly Surgeons of Indiamen, but including 
several combatant officers, cadets, and free adventurers, who 
either had medical qualifications, or at least had studied medicine. 
At the same time the Court of Directors had responded to the 
applications of the Indian Government by sending out a number of 
newly appointed Assistant Surgeons, most of whom did not arrive 
until after the urgent demand for their services was over. Conse- 
quently, when the country was again at peace, in 1783, and when 
the detachments sent to Madras and Bombay returned to Bengal, 
in 1784, the Government found themselves with a large number 
of officers, especially medical officers, for whom they could not 
possibly provide adequate employment. The Court of Directors 
ordered the dismissal of the locally appointed Assistant Surgeons. 
After protest from these officers themselves, and from the Bengal 
Govt., in the end, all of them, with the exception of some who 
had meanwhile died, were confirmed in the service, ..J5ut_jaiifsr' 
to the men appointed from home in the same years.* 

In the meantime the Government were tr5dng to find employ- 
ment for, or to get rid of, as many officers as they could. They 
implored the Court not to send out more cadets, as they had 
already more than could be provided for, on the strength of 
regiments on a peace footing, for years to come. They tried to 
get rid of medical officers, at first, by offering leave to England 
''vithout pay. Fort William General Letter of 7th Dec., 1782J 
para. 7, conveys this offer. 

" Surgeons of the Company’s Ships. Several Commanders now here 
representing the loss of their Surgeons, and applying for others, we offered 
to grant leave of absence to any Surgeons, or Assistant Surgeons, whom 
they could engage to proceed to Europe, and to recommend such persons^ 
to the Court, for permission to return TOth their rank. Not to receive 
their Pay here during their absence, but every expense to fall upon the 
Owners of the Ships.” 

This offer met with little response. Presumably niost of the 
newly appointed Assistant Surgeons could not afford to take leave- 

* See Chap. XIV, Strength from time to time. 
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home wtliout pay. Three Assistant Surgeons went home as 
Surgeons of Indiamen in the early months of 1783, John Shaw, 
Thomas Skarrow, and Adam Burt ; the last being sent home on 
duty, mth orders to return. Fort William General Letter of 5th 
April, 1783, informs the Court of these facts. 

Para. 175. Ship Resohttion, Surgeon. John Shaw, Assistant 
Surgeon, allowed to embark as Surgeon of the Resolution, and return 
\vithout prejudice to his rank, but not to draw any pay or allowance' 
during his absence. Cons. 24/^ March." 

Para. 176. “ Ship Worcester, MF Thomas Skarrow permitted to pro* 
ceed as Surgeon, on same conditions.” 

Para. 178, ” M' Robert Palk, second Member of the Board of Trade, 
Severe illness rendering it dangerous for him to remain longer here, he 
proceeds on the Surprize to England.” * 

Para. 179. ” Surprize, Surgeon. Precarious state of Palk’s health 
indispensably requiring medical attendance, and Colonel Watson positively 
refusing to appoint a Surgeon at his own e:q)ense ; we were induced 
from M* Palk's long Services, to appoint an Assistant Surgeon to attend 
him on the Voyage home, with orders to return in a reasonable time to 
his duty. M' Adam Burt appointed.” 

In 1783 the Indian Government made another vigorous effort 
to get. rid of superfluous officers, temporarily at least. Leave to 
senior officers had recently been sanctioned by the Court, but it 
was the juniors whose numbers were so large as to cause incon- 
venience, and they, of course, were entitled to no leave. An 
offer was accordingly made to aU junior officers, of leave for three 
years, on half pay in Europe, or on full pay in Bengal. At first 
sight, it appears as if no great economy would be effected by 
giving leave on full pay, but by doing so the Government saved, 
and the of&cer lost, all the allowances, which made up a large 
proportion of his income. Still, the offer was very liberal for 
those times, when junior officers were not entitled to any leave 
at all. This offer of leave was reported to the Court of Directors 
•in Bengal Secret Inspection Letter, dated 31st Jan., 1785, paras. 
13 to 16 of which run as follows ; — 

" Supernumerary Officers and Surgeons, retirement on Half Pay. Junior 
Classes of Supernumerary Of&cers and Surgeons of the Army allowed an 
option to return to England on half Pay without prejudice to their mnk, 
or on' full Pay should they prefer receiving it in Bengal. Their leave of 

* The Surprize was a private ship, taken up by the Government, to carry 
home early intelligence of the treaty mth the Marathas, (para, i of same letter). 
Apparently it' was owned by, or chartered by. Colonel "Watson. 
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absence'to be for 3 Years from the date of their arrival in England, but to 
return sooner if called on by the Court so to do ; but if not so required after . 
the expiration of 3 Years they are to signify to the Court whether if is 
their intention to return to Bengal or remain in England, in failure whereof 
they lose all pretension to the Service. None to be admitted to this in- 
dulgence who will not take the Oath prescribed by the Reg^ilation for the 
Military Fund.* All Officers returning to England this Se^on on tiiose 
conditions are to signify the same to the Commander-in-Chief before the 
I®* April, and those who wish to return the next Season two months 
before their intended departure." 

Bengal Secret Inspection Letter dated 25th March, 1785, 
reports, in para. 49 — 

" Medical Allowances and Expenses — an Account thereof has been re- 
quired, with a view to efiect every possible reduction therein.” 

In paras. 64 to 70 of this letter the above offer of leave is 
repeated, the wording differing slightly, and the following being 
added ; — 

" Saving arising from this measure will be considerable. Such Officers 
&c. as cannot take the oath of qualification for the Military Fund are per- 
mitted to retire from the Service without Pay for the time and under the 
circumstances allowed to Officers retiring on full and half Pay, Board re- 
serving to themselves a discretionary Power of Compliance wth their 
applications." 

Bengal Secret Inspection Letter dated 31st- July; ® 
para. 34, notifies the withdrawal of the condition that officers 
temporarily retiring on full or half pay must declare on oath that 
they were not possessed of certain amounts of property. The 
obvious effect of the above condition must have been to prevent 
from taking leave most of those who could afford to do so. 

" Para. 34. Officers retiring on full and half Pay. It is in contempla- 
tion to dispense with the Oath prescribed to officers retiring on leave of 
Absence, as it is imagined many more will then avail themselves of the 
indulgence, which will prove a great saving to the Company.” 

These offers of leave met with no great response from the 
officers for whose benefit they were intended.. - The Letters ' from 
Bengal report the names of officers taking leave under the new 
conditions during the years 1785 and 1786. The first list, on aSth 
March, 1785, gives the names of two Lieutenants,, one Ensign, and 
Assistant Surgeon John McCra, retiring temporarily on half-pay>, 

* An oath that the applicant did not possess property over a certain amount. 
See Chap. XXI, The Funds. 
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one Captain Lieutenant and six Lieutenants on full pay. The 
second list, on igtli Aug., 1785, reports that Surgeon Craigie, 
four Captains, eight Lieutenants, and one Ensign, had retired 
on full pay in Bengal ; while one Major, tliree Captains, one 
Captain-Lieutenant, and one Lieutenant, had taken leave wthdut 
pay. The tliird list, on 31st Oct., 1785, is longer, and includes 
Assistant Surgeon Howarth, four Majors, tliirteen Captains, sixteen 
Lieutenants, and two Ensigns, all retiring temporarily on full 
pa5^ The fourth list, on 6th Feb., 1786, includes four medical 
officers. Surgeon W. Walker, and Assistant Surgeons B. Hartley, 
A. Russell, and Grant, one Major, five Lieutenants, and two 
Ensigns, all of whom are stated to be proceeding to Europe for 
tliree years on full pay; a considerable improvement on the 
terms for leave first offered, by wliidi only half pay was obtainable 
in Europe, full pay in Bengal only. The offer of full pay leave 
to Europe appears to have been open for only a short time. 
More than nine months elsyise before any more names are given. 
In two letters of nth Nov. and 22nd Dec., 1786, a number of 
officers are stated to have retired on half pay, five Majors, seven 
Captains, twenty-two Lieutenants, two Lieut.-Fireworkers, and 
■ nine Ensigns. Taking all the above six lists together, 133 officers 
appear to have availed themselves of the terms offered, of whom 
only seven were medical officers. Of the whole number, only 
eleven were field officers, while no less than ninety-three were 
subalterns. Among the Captains taldng leave appear the names 
of Thomas Gladwin, well known as an Oriental scholar, and 
Andrew Hearsay. 

Leave was first sanctioned by the Court of Directors in a 
letter dated loth Sept., 1783, published in the C.G. of 25th March, 
1784. This order permits leave both on private affairs and on 
medical certificate, the latter on somewhat more favourable terms. 
The proviso that a medical certificate must be attested on oath 
before a magistrate by the three cliief Surgeons seems calculated 
to reduce the number of such certificates. 

Extract General Letter from Court of Directors, dated xoth Sept., 1783. 
Para. 13. " Having come to an nnanimous resolution respecting our 
Civil and Military Servants abroad, wbo may return to Europe for the 
recovery of health, or for the purpose of settling their private affairs — 
We strictly enjoin your obedience to, and immediate publication of the 
said resolution, which is as follows, vis. 
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“ Resolved unanimously that all Servants of the Company, Civil or 
Military, employ’d in any of the settlements in India or China, who shall 
after the publication of this resolution have leave to return to England, 
shall lose all such promotion or rank as they would have- become entitled 
to, had they remained in India or China, and shall, if permitted by the 
Court of Directors to return thither have the same rank only', as they held 
at their departure from thence except in cases of iUhealth certified by the'" 
Governor (and in China by the. chief Supra Cargo) and upon the oa^ of 
a Committee of the three Principal Surgeons (if so many at the Settlement) 
from whence they shall come, under the following form, and in that case, 
their leave of absence to be for one year only in Europe, except by express 
leave of the Court of Directors for a second year, taken by the ballot, on 
proof of their health not being established. 

" Pam. 14. The certificate to be in the handwriting of the principal 
Surgeon, and attested upon oath by him and the two next in rank, before 
a Magistrate, viz. 

“ We, A, B, and C, Surgeons of do hereby declare that we are of 

opinion it is absolutely necessary that D. should leave this county, 
and to go to Europe for the recovery of his health, occasioned by wounds, 
bilious, or any other disorder." 

The first definite furlough rules were issued in 1796. These 
rules were considerably amplified and modified during the next 
twenty years. New codes of leave rules were issued in. 1854, 1868, 
1875, and 1886, the last being knovTi as the Staff Corps furlough 
rules, now known as the Indian Army furlough rules, still, \vith ’ 
some subsequent modifications, in force. ^ " 

The original furlough rules of 1796 wereTSSued in Minutes of 
Council in the Mfiy. Dept, dated 29th April, 1796, published in 
the C.G. of 30th April, 1796, and, compared to the subsequent 
codes of rules, are very short. They rim as follows : — . 

" Furloughl That the following proportion of the Company’s OfBcers 
at each Presidency be allowed to be absent, -viz. one third of the Lieutenant 
Colonels and Majors, one fourth of the Captains and Surgeons to the 
Troops, and one sixth of the Subalterns and Assistant Surgeons to the 
Army. 

" That the period of Furlough be for three Years, reckoning from its 
date to the day of the return of the Officer to his respective Presidency. 

" You will observe, that though it is to be established as a general 
rule, that in time of Peace leave of absence may be granted to the above 
proportion of Officers, yet as those Officers are to be absent for three years, 
it ivill be requisite for the Government in India, at the commencement 
of the present arrangement not to grant leave of absence to the full pro* 
portion immediately, but in such a proportion that nearly an equal number 
may con-tiuue on. Furlough every year, and consequently the proportion 
on Furlough to be annually granted, will be one third of the proportion 
allowed to be absent altogether ; regard being had to the number of 
Officers who are compelled to come home on account of sickness. 


Kl*RLOUGII ANi:> LEAVE 


•lou. 

" Tliat hr ten y^’nir. in Imlin heforo llioy can be cnlillcd 

(CNCCpl in ca'e of rcjtifjcti licltnc?''.) to their rotation to be absent on 
I'nilonplj, ant! llic same rnlr to hr applicable to Assistant Military Surgeons, 
the I'nrlonph to be granted by the Coniin:\nilrr-in*Chicf at each Presidency, 
with the approbation of the iv-pective Governments. 

" The Kogulations relative to I'nrlongh anti retiring from the Service, 
arc net to extend to the en’-e of Ofilcerswlm have arrived at the command 
of Keginirni-:, imt their leave of abr-cncc must rest, as it now docs, on the 
discretion of the ('ommantler-in'Chief, and our respective Governments, 
stibject to the Conlroiil of the ('onrt of Directors, and if a General Officer 
or a Colonel of a Kegimen! shall rcinrn to Groat liritain with pcrmi.ssion, 
such General OfficerV Stall .Mlowance'* shall cease, Intt such General 
Officer anti Colonel Miall have the fnll pay of Colonel, and the profits on 
13)0 Othreehonings of hi’t Kegimenl, dnring hin or their absence, and in 
rc'tpcct to the Chief Kngineer, when he is permitted to come home, he is 
to ijavo sneh an atldition to his pay as will be equal to theOrf*rccltonings 
of the Colonel of a Kcgiincnt. 

*' We have to advi’ e yon. that we have further resolved, that all officers 
now at home rrlnminc to the Company*:; Serviee in India, witliin the 
leave of .-.Ivence pre'rribed by the present e'-tabltshccl Regulation, shall 
be entitled to the bejiefil of this nrr.angement, with respect to receiving 
their P.iy on I'mlongh, bom the J*' Jarmar)*, *705, according to their rank. 

'* Dial no perron be entitled to any other benefit under this arrange* 
mem until alter bis arrival at the Presidency to whicli lie belongs with 
the leave of the Court." 

Those rule?, Fomowlial summarised, tuo publi.shcd in the East 
India RegisUr of 1S03, p. xxi, with the addition of two rules, 
one allowing ftnlough to Chaplains after seven 5'cars’ service, tlie 
other stating that '* No oificor on furJougli can receive pa}^ for 
more than two )'car.s and a half from the period of his quitting 
India.’’ 

In 1800 the Court of Directors sent out orders that medical 
officers, on retuni from furlottgh, should resume the rank and 
appointments wliich thejf held before they left India. These 
orders were strongly objected to by the Bengal Government, 
though received without question in Madras, as shotvn by the 
followang extracts : — 

Ufadras Mily. Letter dated ^th Oct., 1800, para. 16. " Medical Servants 
allowed to resume on tlieir return the same Rank which tliey held wlicn - 
they left India. These orders liave been published to the Army.” * 

Fori William Mily.Lctter dated 28//1 May, 1801, paras. 25j[io 273. " Court’s 
Orders allowing all Medical Officers returning from Furlough to resume 
their Staff Appointments suspended. Reasons pointing out tJio impolicy 
of such a measure fully stated, and recommended that tlie Government in 
India be permitted to fill all Staff appointments in the Medical Department 

• Abstracts, Letters from Madras, Vol. VII, 1798-1805, p. raS. 
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in the same manner as the Staif situations are now disposed of in the 
MiUtary Department.” * 


In subsequent issues of the East India Register many additions 
are made to the furlough rules, of 1796. The first of these is 
dated 1811, and is as follows: — ( . 


. " At a Court of Directors, held on Friday, the i®* March .1811. 

“ A report from the Committee of Correspondence, dated this day, 
being read, calling the Court’s attention to the evident misapprehension 
of the meaning of the 70^*' section of the act of the 33*^^ of His present 
Majesty, cap 52, as to the time of absence after which civil and military 
officers may return to the Company's.service in India. 

" Resolved — ^That military officers \vishing to avail themselves of the 
provision above referred to, must arrive in India within five years from 
their departure from thence, or otherwise they will not be entitled to any 
pay, rank, or military authority, unless they shall have a permission by 
the Court of Directors to return to India, having previously proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court, and to the Board of Commissioners for the affairs 
of India, that their absence was occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or 
some inevitable accident.” 


This rule, it may be stated, that five years is the absolute 
maximum of continued absence from India, allowed on any 
grounds, is still in force. 

Act XXXIII, cap. 52, section 70, of George III., is quoted 
again in the rules of 1868. Though of some length, it is of inigor^ 
tance in connection with the leave rules^ nnd is -therefore given 
in full. - ■' 

" Section 70. — ^An^ be it further enacted that no person who shall 
have held any civil or military station whatever in India, in the service 
of the said United Company, being under the rank or degree of a Member 
of Council or Commander-in-Chief of the Forces, and who, having departed 
from India by leave of the Governor-General in Council, shall not return 
to India within the space of five years next after such departure, shall be 
entitled to any rank or restoration of office, or be capable of again serving 
in India, either in the European or Native Corps of Troops, or in the Civil 
line of the Company’s service, unless, in the case of any Civil Servant of 
the Company, it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Court of Directors 
that such absence was occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or unless such 
person be permitted to return %vith his rank to India by a vote or r^olu- 
tion passed by way of ballot by three parts in four of the proprietors 
assembled in General Court specially convened for that purpose, whereof 
eight days' previous notice of the time and purpose of such meeting shall _ 
be given in The London Gazette, or unless, in the case of any military 
officer, it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the said Court of Directors 
and the Board of Commissioners for the Affahs of India that such absence 
was occasioned by sickness or infirmity, or some inevitable accident. , '' 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. VI, 1795-1803, p. 
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Siib^cqumt ndtlitioji*; nj'qx'ar in llu; l^ast India licgisfcrs of 

1817. liSiS, mul 1S20. 

/« I.SJ7. "All ofl'iccrs findinp >1 nccc'^sary (o r-olicil a further 
leave of :\lv race, on act onnf of i-lchnrsr., mn*,t (ranr.niil with their letter 
of apjiliration for ;-nrh leave, a reitifirale s-lftned by at least two mccHcal 
Kcniltincn, eminent in the innHeal yrofe'-sion, clcscribinf: the nature of 
the applicant*;- complaint, and Matin?: it to be. their opinion that the 
rijY.uinslance- of the ra* c jcinb r a comjjHancc with his recj\icst absolutely 
necr:-sajy. Abo picvjturly to such cxtenMon f)f ftirlouftlj being granted, 
Mich further proof t-ljall be adduced by pcrunal cNamination, or, by such 
othe.r evidence .as ;hall be dcf-med ralisfnrfory. 

•' Ofijeeis abroad in any part of Murope, apjdying to remain a further 
lime from cluty. on .’Uco^mi of Mchnc-:;., are to furnish a certificate of two 
eminent phy;ic.inns. with the atlr-. tntion of a jna»:iMrale, that the persons 
who'igncd the re;tific;\te are. physirian*..*' 

Jv 5r/t., jSiS. •’ OfijcrT;- who have not served ten years in India, but 
who'c prc'tnce iu b‘nrland is required \>y urgent private affairs, may be 
allowed a Imlonrh for one year rvilhont pay." 

/»} 5c/','., iS;o. " OfijcriT. fominj; to England on furlough, arc required 
immcdi.alcly to report their niriv.al by letter to the Sccrclarj', .stating the 
n.ime of the ?hip in which they came, and their nddre.ss, forwarding at 
the .s.TJue lime the certificate'! tliey received in India. 

*' Oilkcrs are :e<pnred to join the Iv.fablishmcnt to which tltcy belong 
at the expir.ition of the Ihter ye.'ir:: fmlonfdi, unless they .slmll have obtained 
an extem ion of Ic.ave from the Coint, l ix months before that period. No 
furlough will be extenth'd, except in cases of siclmcss, certified in the 
manner hereafter rnentionul ; or in c.asc;5, in which it shall be proved to 
the Com! that a further residence in Kurojic is indispensably ncccssarj'. 

*' Officers having tibtainerl an extension of fnrlouj;h to a given period, 
must at its expiratiorr ajrply for ju-rmis’^iorr, either to return to their drrty 
or to reside a furUrcr time in England. 

** No officer who has failed to obtain an extension of furlough, will be 
considered eligible to return to the serrvice after five years absence under 
the act of the 33 George 111, cap 52, section 70. 

" Every officer upon Ic.aving India will receive a printed copy of the 
General Order on this subject, published agreeably to tlic Court's instruc- 
tion, and the plea of ignorance of tlic regul.'itions wll not be admitted as 
anj' justification of the breach of tltem ; officers therefore who shall come 
home on furlough and who shall not in due time apply, so as to cflcct their 
return to the Presidency to which they belong, within the period of three 
years from the commencement of llicir furlough, will subject tiicmselves 
to the Ions of the .service, unlc,s.s they shall be permitted by the Court to 
rem-iin a further lime in Europe." 

Tliis last order is in force to llie present day. An officer going 
on leave is furnished with a memorandum of information about 
leave rules, pay when on leave, fund subscriptions, return to duty, 
etc., whicli is most useful. 

A G.O. of the 2ist Oct., 1820, published in the C.G. of 2nd 
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Nov., 1820, layS' down rules for generalTeave,” as opposed- to 
the regular furlough to Europe, admissible under the former 
• relations. Such leave might be on either private affairs or. 
medical certificate. It might be granted, in the first instance, 
for six months only, to any place within the Company’s continent^ 
possessions in India, as well as to Ceylon, Bombayi-Pfince of 
Wales’ Island, and Fort Marlbro’, for twelve months to places 
beyond these limits. Such leave could not be taken to any place 
west of the Cape, except in the case of a ship being unable to 
touch at the Cape, and carrying its passengers on to St. Helena, 
from which island they had to return to the Cape. This leave 
might be converted into furlough, on medical certificate ; . or, in 
very special cases only, on private affairs. During this leave an 
of&cer drew full pay, including full or half haita, as the case might 
be, and lost only a few special allowances, such as troop or 
company allowance. 

In 1824 furlough to New South Wales was sanctioned, on the 
same terms as to Europe, and in 1831 to Egypt. 

" Bombay Castle, Jan. 5tU, 1832. The Right Hon. the Governor in 
Council is pleased to direct, that the following extracts of a letter from 
the Hon. the Court of Directors, dated 20*^* July 1831, be published in 
General Orders, to take effect from the 30^^* November last, 
their receipt. 

" [' A steam communication being about to be established between 
Bombay and the Red Sea, Government recommend that officers proceeding 
to Egypt for the recovery of their health may not be deprived of the ad- 
vantages attendant upon proceeding to other places within the Company’s 
charter. It is stated that this will indirectly tend to promote the establish- 
ment of steam navigation between India and England.’ Lettev dated 
3 Deer. 1829.] 

" Para, 7. We agree to this recommendation.'* 

Furlough was allowed to Superintending Surgeons by a letter 
from Court dated 27th Aug., 1828, published in Bengal G.O. 
No'. 71 of 27th March, 1829, and in Madras G.O. of 27th Ja.n., 
1829. 

" Para. 58. We have also resolved that Superintending Surgeons \vho 
come to England on sick certificate shall resume that rank and station 
on their return to their duty.’” 

Previous to this date, a Superintending Surgeon who took leave., 
to England, and subsequently returned to India, had ..to wait 
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for another vacancy in llnit rank, after liis relnrn, filling a post 
as Surgeon in the meantinic. 

A similar privilege was exteiuh-d to inenihcrs of (he lifcdical 
Board by a letter from Court dated 3rd Feb. 18.} r, published in 
Bengal G.O. of 31st March, ift.ji. 

*’ Pi'!! Miiiih 31.0, iS 51. With refeo'urc to Ctov« G.O. No. 71 

of the iolhmine c.Nti.u't of n military letter from the Hon. 

(he Conrl of HiteciovK to the (aivesnoj of Itengal, dated 3*'* l-'cbry. i8.}l. is 
puMit hed for i:cneral infoimation 

’’ [' LfUrrii.itrJ i^th Juar Submit for Court's orclcr.s.a rofcrcticc 

from Homliay to whether a member of the Medical Hoard is entitled to 
resume hi'- burner :.itii.ati<3n in tlte Ho.ml on his return fiom .sick leave (o 
Huropo, and what allowance ho i'- t<» di.aw in tlic event of his having to 
wail lor a vacancy. 'j 

" .’3. Wh'-n liamint: tlv* jc;ad.ation contained in our letter of .27*'* Aug. 
1828, jwra, 13, that Sn|vriutcading Surgeous who come to Hnglaml, on 
rich cc'iUficate, shall rc-ume their rank ami station on their return to their 
<luty, it w.is nol in «>ijr cosjtcmj»l.«tifin that any member of the Medical 
Boanl who might couv’ to lingl.ind on j-ick ecriiric.alc would desire to 
return to Indi-i Joj jh'’ purptve of completin/r th'‘ residue of Ids tour of 
service, in the Ho;nd, <«• we i-honld then have provided for s-nch an occur- 
reme. \Vi- e,'ui now have no difncnlty in .authoriring the readmi.s.vion of 
the medical officer so cijcmu'-tanccd to the Medical Iloard, in hi.s proper 
tank, from the d.alo of hi'4 .'irriv.nl .at the capital of hi-s l’fc.sidency. The 
period of -service of the junioi member, who will in consctincnce revert to 
his former po-itinn of SujicrinlcndiJig Surgeon, will count as so much 
passed out of the term of live yean^, to which service in the Medical Board 
is limited." 

In iS.j3 rules were issued n-garding the leave of medical oflicers 
iu civil employ, undt*r which they were, allowed only military 
pay and allow-inccs during ab.sence on leave, and, wlial was even 
more important, forfeited their civil appointments if absent for 
more than six months. Naturally, great objections were raised 
to the last clause, and it docs not appear to have been enforced 
for long.* The new rules \vcre published in the C.G. of 32nd 
Nov.. iS.^3, and were as follows : — 

" The Governor General in Council is pleased to direct tliat the 
following Resolution pre.scribing the terms on which leave of absence 
on Private Affairs, or on Mctlical Certificate, will be granted hereafter 
to Medical Officers holding Civil Appointments, bo published for general 
information. 

* Tlirec Icllors on this subject from Assistant Surgeon James Esdailc, in Bengal, 
to Surgeon ‘John Gr.mt, on furlough in Englnnd, objecting to tJie now rules in 
very forcible language, wore published iu Bengal Past and Present, Vol. V, No. lo, 
Jan. to March, 1910, p. 52. 
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" Resolution. Any medical officer in Civil medical employ wlip shall 
proceed on leave of absence from the Station to wbich be is attached, 
whether 'on Private Affairs or on Medical Certificate, shall forfeit during 
the period of such absence the whole of his Civil Salary, and shall he 
entitled to draw his Military Pay and Allowances only, subject to the 
Rules in the Military Department. The Medical Officer i)erforming the 
duties of the absentee shall receive the enfee allowances of^e^situafibn 
in which he may be appointed to officiate, unless he be in medical charge 
of a Regiment or the Wing of a Regiment at the same Station, in which 
case he will receive his allowance for such charge, and lOo Rupees a month 
additional for the performance of the Civil duties. 

“ Any Medical Officer in Civil Medical employ who shall be absent 
fron his duty, whether on Medical Certificate or on account of his Private 
Affairs, for a period exceeding six months at one time, shall not be per^ 
mitted to return to his Civil appointment without a fresh nomination 
thereto, and shall be considered from the date of the expiration of the six 
months to be at the disposal of the Commander-in-Cliief.V 


Such an order as the above would even now cause great 
indignation, and would be most unjust to all the officers in civil 
employment. Indeed, the probable effect of such an order, if 
issued now, would be, that it would be hardly possible to induce 
medical officers to accept civil employment of any kind at all. 
And seventy years ago it must have been a greater hardship 
than it would be now, on account of the much greater time then 
taken up by the journey in each direction between ,.Indi^^^- 
Europe. Nowadays, an officer on six months’ leave can make 
the journey each way in little over two weeks, and get almost, 
if not quite, five months in England. In 1843 he would have 
been lucky if he got three months at home. 

A Madras G.O. of 25th Feb., 1798,* directs that Surgeons 
of General Hospitcils going to England on furlough, are to be 
allowed the pay of Majors of Infantry. 

The East India Register for 1850 shows the following as the 
rates of pay of medical officers on furlough, rmder the rules of 
1796. 


Members of Medical Boai'd . 
Superintending Surgeons 
Surgeons . . . . 

Assistant Surgeons 


£ s. d. 
150 per day. 
100 „ 

o 10 6 „ 

066 „ 


The same publication for January, 1865, gives the foUowng 


* M.P.L., No. 291, of 25tb Feb., 1798 ; Mily. G.O., Vol. XIII, P* 4°* 
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tabic of furlough pay, per day. adiuissiblc under the old (1796) 
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TJic furlougli rule?, of 185.} were, ptibliflicd in a Bengal G.O. 
of 17th X<»v.. 185.}. *riuy are of eoutiidcrablc length. A short 
sumiuary is given in the Knsl Ir.dut Kfgistfr of 1S55, and the rules 
in full, will) a few slight sab.^equent modification.*;, in 1S57 and 
sub.^equenl ycais. 

Under the-^c rule.*;, all have lalcen, than subsidiary and 
privilege leave (the actual words r.tbaidinry and privilege are not 
used), was considered as furhmgh, and counted in the total 
amount of furlough admissible during an officer’s service. Under 
Rules 2O and 31, privilege leave to the extent of one month in si.x, 

and subsidiary leave before embarkation, and on return from 

•< 

furlough, to a maximum of thirty days, were allowed. 

The summary of those rules is as follows : — 


" I'urlouijhs or Ic.avc'j of atwcncc, on sick certificate, to bo granted 
for a Itrni not oicecding eighteen months, whether they be to any place 
in linrope or elsewhere «)iit of India. The regimental allowances of his 
rank, for a term not exceeding six months, to be gnanted to the officer 
receiving such leave, from the date of his tlcp.arlnro from Ins presidency ; 
rcginxcntal pay to be drawn during the period of his absence. 

" E.xlendcd leave may be grantctl as at prc.sent, on production of 
medical certificates, for further periods not exceeding eighteen months on 
the whole. During this further time regimental pay to be continued, but 
under no circumstances for a longer period than three years altogether, 
from the commencement of tlie absence. 

" Furlough on private affairs to bo allowed for a period of two years 
at the expiration of ten years’ service, and for a second period of two years 
after twenty years’ service in India. Officers who have taken the benefit 
of the regulation for the grant of furlouglis on sick certificate, to Europe or 
elsewhere beyond sea, to bo ineligible to a furlough on private affairs until 
they have served six years from lUo date of their last return to duty. 

" Pay of regimental rank to bo drawn wliilst on furlough, but not 
beyond the period of two years in each furlough. 

" All grants of furlough on private affairs to be subject to the exigencies ■ 

* Or on promotion, should these periods of serviee be not already completed. 
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of the public service, and to the regulations framed for the preservation 
of the efi&dency of each regiment by limiting the number of absentees. 

" Officers holding staff appointments may have leave of absence on 
sick certificate or furlough, for a period not exceeding fifteen months, if 
on sick certificate, and six months, if on private affairs, without losing 
their appointment, and if on sick certificate, receiving 'for that time half 
staff allowances ; but on any absence beyond.that period, tii^ staff appomf-"^ 
ment and allowances cannot be retained except on special founds. 

“ No furlough or leave of absence, as announced in general orders, 
exceeding two years in twenty years of aggregate service, three years in 
twenty-five years’ service, and four, years in thirty years’ service, shall be 
allowed to count as service for the retiring pension, and that no difference 
shall be made, in this respect, between leave of absence taken in Europe 
or elsewhere, or whether the leave be on sick certificate or on private 
affairs. 

" If regimental officers now in the service prefer retaining what may 
be considered the advantage of the present regulations, they may do so, 
provided they signify their wish to that effect through the proper depart- ' 
ment, when they next apply for furlough or leave of absence.” 

Rule 36 of the regulations of 1854 gives the periods of leave, 
in the case of medical officers, allowed to count for pension, as 
follows : — 

" 36. The scale for medical officers and veterinary surgeons of privi- , 
leged furlough and leave of absence as counting for the retiring' pension 
will be as follows : — 

" I year 8 months in 17 and under 20 years’ service. 

2 years in 20 25 

3 years in 25 30 

4 years in 30 and upwards.” - 

By G.O. of i6th June, 1856, an officer who put in twenty years' 
service before taking his first fmiough, was allowed to take his 
second spell of two years’ furlough on completion of five years’ 
duty from the date of his return. 

• The furlough rules of 1868, with notes and illustrative cases, 
are of great length. The most important are given below. They 
are taken "from these rules as published, Avith subsequent modi- 
fications, in G.O. No. 171 of 25th Feb., 1874, printed in the 
Bengal Army List for 1882. These rules were made applicable 
to aU officers of the Indian Army, including the I.M..S., who 
were serving on ist July, 1868, and who chose to adopt them, in 
preference to the previous rules ; while aU officers who joined the 
army subsequently to that date, came under them as a matter- ' 
of comse. The fact that an officer, serving on ist July, 1868, 
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adopted these rules, did not affect his right to retire under the 
rules of 1796. The rules of 1868 increased the maximum furlough 
allowable for pension up to. eight years, in addition to periods of 
leave, on medical certificate or on private affairs, of not more than 
six months, taken in India. Officers who elected these rules, 
prior to ist July, 1871, received their furlough pay at two shillings 
to the rupee. 

" Furlough Regulations of 1868, with subsequent alterations.* 

■ "G.O. No. 171 of asth February 1874. 

" 2. These rules are applicable to all officers who on the July 1868 
belonged to the several Indian Staff Corps or to the Indian Army, and 
who have elected, or may elect, to adopt them ; officers of the British 
Army who entered the Staff Corps after that date are, of course, subject 
to them. 

" 4. Note (i). British Medical Staff Officers holding administrative 
appointments in India tenable for 5 years, who are compelled by iU health 
to return to England, will be allowed by the Government of India in the 
Military Department to proceed there to appear before a Medical Board, 
and if reported unfit for furtlier service in India, will be removed from 
the Indian Establishment ; if otherwise, they may be allowed by the 
Secretary of State for India 6 months’ leave on medical certificate on 
their. Indian allowances and half staff. 

" Such officers are also eligible for 4 months’ leave on private affairs 
without pay, but only one grant of leave will be allowed out of India 
during tlieir tenure of office. 

" 7. These rules apply also to all Warrant Officers holding Veteran 
or Honorary Commissions, who may elect them ; the period of service 
qualif3dng for furlough being calculated from the date of attainment of 
a Commission. 

“ 8. (4). These rules respecting Warrant Officers apply to Honorary 
Assistant Surgeons and Warrant Officers in the Medical Department. 

".9- The term 'Furlough pay’ having now a changed and two-fold 
signification, in all future orders and reference ' Furlough pay ’ will be 
understood as the half Indian salary within the prescribed limits specified 
in paragraph V. of these Rules, converted at the rate of exchange fixed 
by the Secretary of State for the official year, whilst ‘ English furlough 
pay ’ will represent the rates heretofore allowed to the several grades as 
English pay under the Rules of 1796 and 1854. 

" Note (2). Officers who elected these rules prior to i®‘ July 1871, or 
before Government General Order No. 588 of 1871 reached their stations, 
will receive furlough pay at the exchange of 2 sliillings tlie rupee. 

” Rules. 

", I. The distinction, with respect to allowances, which has been hitherto 
drawn between furlough on private affairs and sick leave, is abolished, 
both lands of leave being included under the general term furlough ; 

* Only extracts are given, comprising those rules which appeared most im- 
portant, either generally, or specially to the Medical Services. The rules in full 
fill eleven large octavo pages of small print. 

H.I.M.S.-— VOL. I. 
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provision, however, being made for the obtainment of furlough under 
medical certificate without all the restrictions applicable to furlough 
when taken without medical certificate. 

‘‘II. Leave taken under the rules now prescribed will not, involve 
forfeiture of appointment, except in the cases herein specially provided 
for. 

“ 2. Officers of the Staff Corps and local Indian Service, -and •officers'' 
on the General List, can retain their appointments during all leave of 
absence granted by competent authority. But' their pay during such 
absence will be the same as they would obtain under these rules had their 
exemption from forfeiture of appointment not been granted. 

“ Note. The above rule is applicable to all Military and Medical Officers 
taking furlough or leave under these Regulations. 

“ III. The rules now prescribed do not affect the provisions of Act 
XXXIII. of George III., Chapter 52, section 70 ; but an absentee cannot 
retain his appointment and draw absentee allowances, except under the 
rules now prescribed. Nor do they affect the regulations by which General 
Officers Commanding Divisions and Brigades can only obtain limited 
periods of leave without forfeiting their commands. 

" IV. Leave of absence •will in fu'ture be of three kinds, viz . : — 

(I). Furlough in or out of India. 

(II). General leave on private affairs, or sick certificate in India, 
or short leave to sea. 

(III). Privilege leave. 

“ Chapter . 1 . Furlough. 

“ V. An officer drawing staff pay in addition to pay of rank, proceeding 
on furlough, ■will be allowed pay at "the rate of 50 per cent, of the salary 
of his substantive office. 

“2. But an officer in civil employ and dra^ving- cons(didai.t,d"Saiary, 
will bo allowed 50 pe^" cent, of the average salary dra'wn by him during- 
the -three years prior to his proceeding on furlough, or during his actual 
service in India, should that be less than three years ; and 'the time spent 
and the allowances dra'wn during any leave other -than ‘ Pri'vilege leave ’ 
will be omitted in the calculation of average salary. 

“ 3. No absentee shall in either case draw more ■than ;^iooo or less 
than ^250 per armum. 

7. Officers holding reg^imen'tal medical charges ■will be allowed to 
retain such charges during the authorized periods of furlough, as if they 
were medical staff appointments. And the difference between the un- 
employed grade pay of the officer holding the substan-tive charge, and 
the consolidated salary of -the charge, -will be considered -the staff salary 
divisible between the absentee and "the officer officiating for him. 

“ 8. Officers not in staff employ -will receive half the Indian pay of thsir 
rank, pro-vided that an officer entitled to furlough shall in no case receive 
less than the above minimum of £“250 per annum. 

" VI. All grants of furlough on private affairs are subject to the 
exigencies of the public ser-vice, — of which exigency ,-the Government is to 
be exclusively the judge^ — and to any regulations that may be foun 
necessary for limi-ting the number of absentees. 

VII, The maximum amount, of furlough on private affairs to be -taken,,, 
at any one "time, carr3dng pay and retention of appoin-tments, will be two 
years ; any extension of such furlough will be without pay, unless it is on 
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medical certificate. And no extension on private affairs beyond tivo years 
will bo granted, though without pay, except upon satisfactory evidence of 
very urgent necessity. 

" VIII. A period of at least three years’ sei-vice after return from last 
furlough, except furlough for a period not exceeding six months under 
rule XI. (and excepting also, in the case of an officer in civil employ, 
ordinary furlough not exceeding three months), must be completed before 
furlough can again be taken, unless obtained under medical certificate. 

" 2. But an officer who may be ordered to return to duty before the 
completion of liis furlough for the purpose of proceeding on field service, 
majf be allowed to take the balance of such furlough.at any time. 

‘\Note (i). Officers ordered out for special duty, or on account of tlic 
exigencies of tlic service, arc allowed a free passage out, but not a return 
passage home, and furlough pay for the period of the vojmge to India and 
the voyage home, in the event of their returning to England to avail 
themselves of the residue of their furlough, as also the privilege of counting 
both periods as service for pension, and as exclusive of the residue of fur- 
lough due. No limit to time is imposed \nthin which an officer might 
take the balance of his furlough after the termination of the duty for 
which he was recalled. 

" IX. An officer will be eligible for two years’ furlough on the com- 
pletion of eight years! actual service in India ; for a third year after a 
further period of six years’ actual service ; and for a fourth and fifth year 
after similar intervals of six years, and so on up to the maximum prescribed 
in Rule XVI. The grant of furlough to an officer eligible for it will be 
subject only to the conditions specified in Rules VI. and VII. 

*' X. An officer eligible for furlough need not take the whole amount 
to which his service entitles him, but may apply for any portion thereof 
as an instalment; and in that case the balance will remain at his credit 
in any future computation of the amount of furlough for which he may be 
eligible. 

" XI. Furlough on urgent private affairs for six months, on pay equiva- 
lent to the British regimental pay of his rank, may bo granted when the 
officer has less than six months' furlough at his credit, or when, from other 
causes, e.g. the number of absentees, or his not having served three years 
since his last return to duty, he is not able to take it. 

" XII. Subject to State considerations, there will be no restriction as 
to the places to which an officer may resort during furlough. 

" XIII. Furlough on medical certificate is obtainable as indicated in 
Notes (i) and (2) of Rule IX. and in Rule XIV. Absence on such furlough 
for a longer period than two years at one time will involve forfeiture of 
appointment. Furlough may, however, be extended on medical certificate 
up to a third year on ‘ English furlough pay,' and an officer on furlough on 
private affairs, who may be obliged to obtain an extension on medical 
certificate, will be thenceforward entitled to the same advantages and 
Subjected to the same disadvantages, as to retention of pay, appointment, 
&c., as if he had originally obtained furlough on medical certificate. 

" Note. The grant of furlough on medical certificate is restricted to a 
maximum period of one year in the first instance. 

" 2. In the event of an officer not being able to return to his duty after 
an absence of three years, it will rest with the Secretary of State for India 
in Council to order hirn to appear before a Medical Board, with a view to 
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placing him on the retired list, if entitled to pension, or on the halfpay 
list. ' 

" 3. Should the circumstances of the case warrant a further extension 
of furlough, it can only be granted without pay. 

" Note. All officers, however employed, and whatever the amount of 
leave granted them may be, who leave India on medical certificate, are 
required to produce a certificate of fitness for duty before they -can he"’ 
allowed to return. 

“ XVI. The aggregate amount of furlough, with pay and retention of 
appointment, on private affairs and on medical certificate that may be 
granted to an officer during his service, will be limited to eight years. 

“ XVIII. Subsidiary leave to embark for Europe or elsewhere on fur- 
lough will be granted for any period deemed necessary, not ordinarily 
exceeding thirty days. Leave up to the same limit, to enable him to 
rejoin on his return from furlough, will be granted from the date of his 
disembarkation in India. This applies equally to furloughs taken under 
Rule XI. The authority which has power to grant subsidiary leave can, 
on due cause being shown, grant any necessary extension of it ; but this 
can be done only on very sufficient reasons. 

" Note (4). The amount of subsidiary leave admissible, and the allow- 
ances of Military Officers in Civil employ during such leave, wall be adjusted 
according to Civil rules. 

" XXIII. Military and Medical Officers under the Regulations of 1854 
and 1868 count the following proportion of leave taken under those Regu- 
lations as service for pension subject (in the case of officers under the rules 
of 1796) to the condition laid down in Clause 4 of Rule XXXIV. 


Military. 

2 years in 20 years, 

3 — 24 — 

4 — 28 — 

5 — - 32 — 

6 — 38 — 


Medical. 

2 years in,. i-7^.eaJSr~' 

3 — 20—' 

4 — 25 — 

5 — • 30 — 


Chapter II. General Leave on Private Affairs and Sick Certificate in 
India. " 

'* Note. See Note 3 to Rule XXXIII. 

XXV. An officer will be eligible, as at present, to take leave on 
private affairs or sick certificate anywhere in India for any period not 
exceeding six months, at the discretion of His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief or of the Government under which he may be serving. During 
the entire period of his absence on this account, the officer will be entitled, 
as at present, to his full pay and a moiety of his Staff salary. Leave taken 
under this rule will form no part of the eight years’ aggregate furlough. 

XXVI. Leave on sick certificate for a period exceeding six months, 
capable of extension under renewed medical certificate to a limit of one 
year, may^be granted to any officer who, in the opinion of a Medical Board, 
may require it. Leave of this nature, taken after the promulgation 0 
these rules, ■will be held to constitute a part of the maximum period 0 
eight years’ leave of absence to which an officer is entitled in his entire 
period of ser'vice, but will not be regarded as furlough, nor will it affect 
the intervals entitling to furlough laid down in Rule IX. During tins 
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to Mi!ii.ny duly, i-. rliitihle fur leave under Chajiter 11. 

" .Vatss.h'.tn’ 

" XXXlV.'orrjcem of the Indian ^JiJit:u•y and Medical Services will 
lv> required p.cnej.dly to notify their intention to accept the.se rules, or to 
adhere to tho'e now eai'>iin{;, on the liisl occasion of tlicir taking furlough 
or {'.enei.tl le;ivc after th** publication of this order. Such election must 
bi> coii' idered final, and iiiuler no ]>lca whatever will an officer be subsc- 
tpitnlly relieved from the choice thus made. 

”5. His election of tlue:u Furlough Kules in no way aflccls his right 
to rilirr under the Pension Pules of 179O." 


The furlotjf’h rules tif 1875 were published in G.O.G.G. No. 
1316 of 3olh Dec., 1875. They are not so long, about one third 
Ihc length of the rules of 1868. The extracts given below arc also 
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taken from the Bengal Army List of 1882, which contains additions 
and alterations up to date. The chief benefit of these rules, as 
concerns the I.M.S., was that under them officers in civil employ 
got the benefit of the Civil leave rules, on furlough and leave out 
of India ; not, as in those of 1868, on leave in India 'only. - -Tnr~' 
Civil rules gave higher furlough pay than the Mhtary rules, and 
stiU do so for the first half of an officer’s service, or rather more ; 
though the increase of furlough pay under Milita^ rules, granted 
in 1905, has given the advantage, in the later years of service, 
to officers under the Indian Army rules. 

The benefit of the Civil leave rules was granted to military 
officers in civil employ by Clause III. of G.O.G.G. No. 1102 of 
7th Dec., 1877, which was subsequently embodied, word for word, 
in the rules. 

" Clause III. Any of&cer who may. enter Civil employ, who is already 
subject to the Military Furlough and Leave Rules of 1875, shall be subject 
to the rules in the Civil Leave Code applicable to covenanted civil servants 
as regards furlough and leave taken out of India and in India." 

The following extracts give the most important of the furlough 
rules of 1875. 

■ 

" I. Officers included in Schedule A may receive, after five^eais’ 
service in India or under the Government of one year’s furlough, 

and an additional year for each subsequent five years’ service. Furlough 
not taken at the time it becomes due is not lost, and can, subject to these 
rules, be taken later. 

2. An officer may receive at any time any portion of the furlough to 
which he is entitled, but, except under Rule VIII, he may not be absent 
from duty on any ground for more than three years consecutively \ nor, 
on return from furlough, may he receive, except under Rule VI, any 
further portion of the furlough to which he is entitled until after the 
interval of two years. 

must be distinctly understood that furlough is subject to the 
exigencies of the public service. Officers commanding regiments and 
Heads of Departments, will forward no application for furlough unless 
able to satisfy the superior authorities that the officer’s, services can be 
spared without any inconvenience to the public service. 

4* Furlough does not involve forfeiture of appointment, may be spent 
anywhere, and counts as service for pension. 

5* A Commissioned officer on furlough receives (up to, but not 
beyond the sum of ;fiooo a year) half the emoluments of his office, com* 
puted according to a rate of exchange to be fixed in each year by the 
Secretary of State ; but in any case he does not receive less than - 
a year. The emoluments of his office include all pay, staff corps -pflyi 
staff salary, and Indian allowances he would receive in respect to it if he 
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" f^ihfJuU A, 

" 0 ^hccr^ entejiuf’; the Stafi Corps or Indian Medical Service, and 
V.'arrajjt Oiijtcr;- aitaininj; that ran!:, after the 3»*' December 1875, and 
" Any other oiikrp=, Commi'eioned or Warrant, belonging to tlic 
Indian Army or Medical Si-jvice, or ofheer of the Staff Corps, who, after 
the 3i‘'- December 1875, ^lJall, befuie aMting for leave or furlough, apply 
in writing to their local Govermnents to be placed definitely upon this 
schedule ; but their service for furlough under Rule I shall commence 
from the date of such entry or such application, respectively. 

" ( 3 ). Any officer in civil employment declared by the Government 
of India to be under Civil Leave Rules shall not be under these rules. 


* The ^oth degree of east longitude runs through Russia, Armenia, Arabia, 
and Abyss-inia. Moscow is not f.sr west of it. Medina stands just west, Mckka 
just east of it ; Rgypt and South Africa lie well to the west. 
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" " Subsidiary Rules. - ■ 

* , * ■ * * *' ■ 

" Leave under Rule lo may also be granted to an officer on return 
-from furlough to enable him to rejoin his appointment. During such 
leave he will receive the pay of his rank and the half Staff pay of the' 
appointment held by him, or to which he may have been 'transferred 
promoted while on furlough, the officer acting in the appointment b'eing 
restricted to the half Staff pay thereof. 

" (2). The leave up to sixty days in each year on full Staff pay under 
the foregoing rule may be taken either for the full time or by instalments, 
in the same way as privilege leave under other furlough rules is taken, 
the condition that six months must elapse between the return of an officer 
to duty and the grant of a fresh period of leave, noj: being enforced in 
respect of such leave of absence. 

“ Note I. Privilege leave for 90 days, after 33 months’ duty, which may 
be spent anywhere in or out of India, is admissible to Commissioned and 
"Warrant officers under these rules ; but to claim the privilege it shall be 
necessary for an officer to show that he has had no leave on fuU Indian 
pay and allowances for 33 months previous to the date of his application, 
and that he has made satisfactory arrangements for the performance of 
his duties during his absence, at no additional cost to the State. If leave 
for a shorter period than go days is taken, the balance is forfeited. 


" Supplementary Regulations for Military Commissioned. Officers in 
Civil employ, 

4 ^ employ, who is subject to the Military 

° of 1854 or 1868, shall remain so subject, 
rules 01 Io 75 » fficer who may hereafter enter Civil employ, wh^ 

„ , - the Military Furlough and Lgpjj'fc’Bcures oi-YBys. 

I. Officers mcludec Whim when he enters Cml 

service m India or undf’^ 


and an additional^yep^j^^g^ ^ cannot elect the MUitaiy 

^ave Rules of 1875 so long as he continues in Civil employ. 

^ A officer who may enter Civil employ, who is already subject 

, . Jjry Furlough and Leave Rules of 1875,. shall be subject to the 
d'*"' Leave Code applicable to Covenanted Civil Servants, both 
».o- regards furlough and leave taken out of India and in India. 

" Note (i). An officer counts his service for furlough in the Civil Depart- 
ment from the date of his substantive empl03anent in that Department. 

" Note (2). An officer takes with him to the Civil Department furlough 
to the extent of one-sixth of his service in the Military Department, less 
any already taken, to be added to the furlough that may be earned in the 
Civil Department.” 


' By the provisions of I.A.C’, Aug., t88i, clause I 54 
{I.M.D. Circs., for 1881, p. 45), furlough or leave taken in 
consequence of wounds or illness contracted in the field, 'vvas 
allowed to count as service for pension, up to a maximum of 
eighteen months. Mily. Despatch No.' 274, dated i8th Aug., 
1881, from the Secretary of State, published as clause 170 of 
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I.A.C., Sept. 1881 {I.M'.D: Circs., 1881, p. 51), repeats this 
rule, noting that such leave cannot count as service towards 
earning other furlough. 

The furlough rules of 1886, at lirst generally knovTi as the 
Staff Corps rules, and now as the Indian Army rules, were published 
as clause of I.A.C., April, 1886, while clause 52 extended 
them to the I.M.S., with some variations in the rates of furlough 
pa5^* As these are the furlough rules now in force, with some 
subsequent modifications, they are given below in .full. They 
..are of no great length.f 

These rules gave two considerable advantages, first, all furlough 
and leave taken was allowed to count for pension ; second, an 
of&cer could obtain leave as often as he could be spared, and 
could afford to take it. On the other hand, he was no longer 
entitled to furlough, as of right, after a certain number of years’ 
service. The rules do not apply to military officers in civil 
employ (Rule VII.), except that such officers may take advantage 
of them for the purpose of retirement (Rule IX., 3). 

“ Furlough and Leave Regulations jov the Indian Staff Corps. Indian 
Army Circulars, April 1886, clause 51. 

" The following regulations and instructions are promulgated by 
direction of the Bight Honourable the Governor General in Council. 

" Under instructions from Her Majesty's Government, the Governor 
- General in Council is pleased to promulgate the following Rules for the 
grant of leave to officers of the Indian Staff Corps : — 

" Rules. 

“ I. An officer may be granted — 

Privilege leave under such regulations as may from time to time be • 
in force. 

Leave out of India, for no longer period than one year, capable of 
extension to two years’ absence from duty, on the following pay : — 


After appointment to the Staff Corps . . . £zoo a year. 

After commencement of 5*** year’s service for pension 250 „ 

15th . 300 

2o‘i> 450 „ 

600 

3o‘i» 700 . „ 


■ Leave in India, but for the period of one year only, on full military 
pay and half the staff salary of appointment. 

* I.M.D. Circs, 1886, pp. 40, 42. 

t Thirty years ago, tiiere were several officers in the I.M.S. still serving 
under the furlough rules of 1796, and a large number under the rules of 1854. 
The Indian Army List of Jan., rgr3, shows only twenty-one men remaining 
under the furlough rules of 1875, and of them fourteen are administrative officers. 
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“ II. No extension of leave involving absence from duty for more 
than two years, whether taken in or out of India, can be granted, except 
on specially urgent grounds and without pay. 

" III. An officer, unable on account of the state of his health to return 
to duty within the 'maximum period of two years’ absence will, unless he 
is under Rule II. specially granted an extension of. leave ynthout pay, be 
.placed on temporary half pay or the retired list, as the cirCiimstances of" 
the case may seem to require. An officer will also be liable to be placed on 
half pay or the retired list should bis health require an undue amount of 
leave, whether in or out of India. This power will be exercised at the 
instance of the Government of his own presidency should the officer be 
in India, or should he be at home, by the Secretary of State in Council. 

" IV. All leave in or out of India will count as service for pension. 

" V. Leave, whether it is leave in India or leave out of India, will not 
involve forfeiture of appointment, and may be granted at any time, but 
solely at the discretion of the Commanders in Chief of the several armies 
for officers serving directly under their orders, and by the Governor General 
in Council or the Governors in Council for officers of civil departments of 
the army or of corps not under the direct orders of a Commander in 
Chief. 

" VI. An officer on leave, whether in India or out of India, will be 
required to rejoin at once on being recalled to dufy, unless certified by a 
medical board as unfit to do so. 

“ VII. The above Rules shall apply to — 

Officers whose admission to the Staff Corps shall bear date* subsequent 
to the 30th June, 1886. 

Officers of the Staff Corps, including^robationers, or of the cavalry 
and infantry lists of the Indian armj^n military employment, wl^ 
may elect them within 12 months of tlia^ date.. -t3f5eer3''a5)pl^ng 
for leave of any kind within that period must elect on making ^eir 
application. Officers already on leave at date of promulgation must 
elect at once, and the new rules wll apply to them from the date on 
which their notification of acceptance shall be received at either 
army headquarters, or by the Government of India, or by the Local 
Governments, or at the India Office at home, as the case may be. 

They shall not apply to — 

Officers in civil employ. 

Officers commanding divisions, districts, or brigades, or holding other 
appointments under special regulations as to leave of absence, who 
will continue subject to such regulations. 

" VIII. Officers who, under Rule VII, elect to come under them will 
count all previous leave as service for pension. The position of those 
who do not so elect will remain unchanged. 

" IX. I . The Secretary of State in Council reserves the right of maldng 
any change in the foregoing regulations which circumstances may require. 

“ 2. Officers who do not elect for the above rules in the manner, and 
within the periods, laid down by Rule VII, will have no further opportunity 
of election, but will remain under existing rules. It must also be clear^ 
understood that no modifications of the ejxisting codes will be sanctioned, 
and that there is ho middle course betw^n abiding by them and accept-, 
ance of the new rules. \ . . | 

■ ' 3. Military officers now in civil employ who may desire to retire 
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direct from such employment will, on such retirement, be given the option 
of electing the new rules. 

" 4. \ST.icn it may be necessary to convert sterling rates of pay under 
these rules into rupee currency, or vice versd, the conversion will be made 
at the rate of exchange in force for the period when the pay became due, 
^_feed annually for the adjustment of financial transactions between the 
Indiah'aUd.Imperial Governments. 

" 5. The rules which govern the allowances of officers acting for absen- 
tees remain unchanged.’* 

*' Leave Rules for the Indian Medical Service. Indian Army Circulars, 
April, 1886, clause 52. 

*' In continuation of special Indian Army Circular of this date, the 
Governor General in Council, under instructions from Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, is pleased to notify that the rules therein laid down for the grant 
of leave to officers of the Indian Staff Corps apply equally to officers of 
the Indian Medical Service in military employ, with the following modifica- 
tion in regard to the rates of pay whilst on leave out of India. 


After arrival in India 
Alter commencement of s'** year’s service for pension 


£200 a year. 

£250 


Io‘>> 

300 

15th 

400 

20*** 

450 

25th 

500 


" 2. The rules ^vill apply to all medical officers admitted to the service 
after the 30*** June, 1886, and to officers who may elect them under the 
provisions of Rule VII." 

The scale of furlough pay granted in these rules was con- 
siderably increased in 1905, by Govt, of India, Mily. Dept. 
Notification No. 179 of 3rd March, 1905 [I.M.D. Circs., 1905, 
p. 4), as follows : — 


After arrival in India ;g25oayear. 

After commencement of 10^** year's service for pension 300 ,, 

15111 450 „ 

20*** 600 „ 

as*** — : 700 „ 


The Civil Leave Code is applicable to military officers in civil 
employ, including those of the I.M.S. who are serving under 
the furlough rules of 1875 and 1886. As there are now no officers 
left in 'the service, who are serving, under rules older than those 
^875, the civil leave rules are applicable to all officers of the 
I.M.S. in civil employment. 

Formerly there used to be separate Civil Codes for leave, pay, 
and pension, but in 1889 these codes were combi)^dsr4®-t«&'Qn9;. 
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work, the Civil Service' Regulations. In the fifth, the lat^t, 
edition of this work, published in 1910, the leave rules fill Chapters 
XI. to XIV., sections ig6 to 348, pp. 51 to 89. 

A brief summary of the more important rules is given below. 
The numbers are those of sections. 

197. Leave of absence cannot be claimed as of right, but is subject 
to the exigencies of the public service. 

198. Maximum period of absence admissible is five years. 

199. An oflacer recalled to duty before the expiry of leave of any kind 
is entitled to take the balance of his leave, together with any leave subse- 
quently earned, as soon as he can be spared. 

210. An officer going on privilege leave has a lien on his substantive 
appointment. 

21 1. On furlough or special leave he has a lien on his substantive 
appointment, or on one of hke character and not less pay. - 

215. An officer cannot obtain Ordinary Furlough or Special Leave 
unless he has a substantive appointment. 

Note. [A Military Officer who has officiated continuously in the Civil 
Department for at least three years is an officer mth a substantive ap- 
pointment for the purposes of this rule.] 

223. An officer may not return to duty more than fourteen days 
before the end of his leave expires, unless permitted to do so by the authority 
Which granted the leave. 

224. An officer on long leave in Europe must, if the leave was granted 
or extended on account of ill health, whether it be technically leave 0^ 
medical certificate or not, satisfy the Medical Board at the.India Office as 
to his fitness to return to duty. 

229. An officer who overstays his leave is entitled to no pay for the 
period of overstay, and ceases to have a lien on his appointment, or on 
any other; if on ordinary furlough, immediately; if on sick leave or’ 
privilege leave, after a week. 

233. Privilege leave to the amount due may be prefixed to ordinary 
furlough, sick leave, or special leave. "When combined with furlough, 
the total period must not exceed two years. When combined with special 
leave, the total must not exceed six months. When combined with any 
other kind of leave, the total period of leave must be not less than six 
months. 

246. The amount of privilege leave earned is one-eleventh part of,, 
the time an officer has been on duty without interruption. When an 
officer has three months* privilege leave due, he cannot earn any more. , 

251. The amount of privilege leave admissible at one time is limited 
to three months. 

_ 299. The total amount of furlough, including special leave, ad- 
missible, is six years. 

• 308. Furlough for two years may be granted to an officer who has 
rendered tlmee years’ continuous' service ; on medical certificate, un- 
conditionally ; Avithout medical certificate, on certain conditions — ^that 
he has that amount of furlough due, that he has served eight years, thaf 
18 months has elapsed since he returned from privilege leave of over six 
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Tr,<- int!<'dv..'t;ii.n <<{ M.njhinrji P ave w.c'. t»i gjvat ;itlv,»ntago, 
both t<t th<' i't.iti' .itjd til imiividnal ofiici-r!*. Prior t«> 1901, an 
t^fijcrr, who had thrt e month*;' pri'.ihge 1<mv«' dm*, naturallj* tried 
to Ret that I'-.iVi- one year, ami lurbrngh. if he wanted it, the 
followinit sprini;. Now In- tala-.; tin- K-.ive all at once as combined 
leave. The t^tate g.iins, ;o'. «»nly one transfer is retpiircd, instead 
of lhr<-e. Th" indi\idu.'!l g.iin*^, a*-* he gels the first three months 
of his Icavi- («*r as mmh «if it a< he has privilege leave due), on 
full pay, not conniin}: as furlough. Ofiicers of the I.M.S. in 
civil employ, especially, have sometimes had great dinicuU}^ in 
getting leave* wjjen tlue. It was common for a civil surgeon 
going on furlough to have three months’ privilege leave due, 
which he was unable to take, and so lost permanently. Now he 
gets the benefit of any privilege leave due I)}' taking it as the first 
part of combined leave. 

Study Leave. — This leave was sanctioned first in 1903, by 
Notification No. 10.^7, dated 23rd Oct., 1903, by the Govt, of 
India, Mily. Dept, {I.M.D. Circs., 1903, pp. 35-38), which 
published revised rules for the appointment, pay, promotion, 
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retirement, pension, and leave of the I.M.S. Clause 9, the only 
one dealing with leave, runs as follows : — 

"9. On the recommendation of the Director-General, Indian Medical 
Service, and with the approval of the Government of India, officers -will 
be granted study leave to the extent of one month for each complete 
year’s service up to a maximu m of twelve months. Ihe'^^ve-wii’ Be' 
treated as extra furlough and will count as service in India. ‘ Officers on 
study leave will receive ordinary furlough pay with lodging allowances 
of 4s, 6s, and 8s a day in addition for Lieutenants, Captains, and Field 
Officers, respectively, and they will be allowed to retain a lien on their 
Indian appointments.” 

Since then numerous modifications of the rules for study leave 
have been published from time to time. 

Letter No. 1525G., Medl. Dept., Organisation, from the 
Govt, of India, Mily. Supply Dept., dated 6th March, 1907 
{IM.D. dyes., 1907, pp. 10-13), laid down the foUovsdng rules:— 
(i) Study leave to be granted only on the recommendation of the 
Director-General, I.M.S. ; {2) One month may be granted for 
each year of service, up to twelve months in all ; {3) may be taken 
at any time, but not more than twice during an officer’s whole 
service ; (4) minimum period granted as study leave, two months J 
(5) minimum period granted as study leave alone, not combined 
with other forms of leave, six months ; (6) niay be combined 3vj±h- 
any other kind of leave. - ‘ ' 

Detailed rules for the grant of study leave, which embody 
all alterations up to that date, were issued in Govt, of India, 
Army Dept., No. 602-i-A.D., of 4th Jan., 1911, and are as 
follows : — * 

" Extract (paragraph 4) of a Military Despatch from the Right Houbl® 
the Secretary of State for India, No. 106, dated the 25*^* November i 9 io- 

* > 1 : 9 ); * 

" 4. I forward herewith a copy of the regulations regarding the grant, 
of Study Leave to officers of the Indian Medical Service, revised up to date. - 

” An addition has been made to Rule 5 to meet the case of an officer 
whose course of study does not cover the full period of study leave sanc- 
tioned'; a sentence has been added to Rule 10 defining the period of 
vacation for which the lodging allowance may be issued ; and the first 
sentence of Rule 12 has been modified so as to secure uniformity in 
certificates of study furnished by officers. 

” Regulations regarding the grant of Study Leave to officers of the Indian 
Medical Service 

”1. Extra furlough for the purpose of study may be granted to officers . 

* Gazette of India, 14th Jan., 1911 ; I.M.D. Circs., 1911, p. r. 
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of the Indian Medical Service on the recommendation of the Director 
General, Indian Medical Service. 

'* 2. The period of such stud}^ leave will bo calculated in the case of an 
officer under Military Leave Rules at the rate of one montlr for each year 
of pension service, and in tlie case of an officer under Civil Leave Rules 
at the rate of one month for each year of active service, as defined in the 
'- 0 tv'il'Service Regulations, up to a total in cither case oJE 12 months in all 
during an officer’s service. 

" 3. Study Leave may be taken at any time, but will not be granted 
more tlian twice in the course of an officer’s service. This restriction docs 
not apply to an officer who has part of his furlough converted into Study 
Leave under Rule 8. 

" 4. The minimum period of study which will render an officer eligible 
for Study Leave shall be two months. 

“ 5. The minimum period of leave granted solely as Study Leave 
shall be six months. Time spent on the journey to and from India by an 
officer whose Study Leave is not combined with any other kind of leave 
will reckon as Study Leave, but the allowance specified in Rule 10 will be 
granted during the period of study only. An officer whose Study Leave 
is combined with any other kind of leave will, however, be required to take 
his period of Study Leave at such a time as to retain, at its conclusion, a 
balance of other previously sanctioned leave sufficient to cover his return 
journey to India. 

" WTien an officer has been granted a definite period of .Study Leave 
and finds after arrival in Englaiid that his course of study will fall short 
of the sanctioned period to any considerable extent. Ids absence from 
India ^vill be reduced by the excess period of Study Leave unless he pro- 
duces the assent of the authorities in India to Ids taking it as ordinary, 
furlough. 

" 6. Study Leave can be combined with any other land of leave, pro- 
vided the period occupied in study is not less than two months and, in the 
case of leave on medical certificate, provided that the Medical Board at 
the India Office certifies that the officer is fit for study. In the case, 
however, of officers in military employment. Study Leave cannot be 
taken in continuation of the combined privilege leave and furlough ad- 
missible under the terms of India Army Order No. 64 of 1904, if the total 
period would thereby exceed eight months, but Study Leave may be so 
taken provided such leave is for not less than two months and the total 
period of combined privilege leave, furlough and Study Leave does not 
exceed eight months ; this limitation to eight months does not, however, 
apply in the case of Study Leave combined with privilege leave alone. 
The total period of absence from duty in India, in the case of officers under 
the Leave Rules of 1886 for the Indian Army, will be strictly limited to 
two years. 

" 7. Except as provided in Rule 8, all applications for Study Leave 
shall be submitted with the audit officer’s certificate, to the Director- 
General, Indian Medical Service, through the prescribed channel, and the 
course or courses of study contemplated and any examination the candidate 
proposes to undergo shall be clearly specified therein. 

" 8. Officers on furlough who wish to have part of their furlough con- 
verted into Study Leave should address the Under-Secretary of State, 
India Office, and should furnish a statement showing how it is proposed to 
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spend the Study Leave. Similarly, officers on furlough or other leave 
who desire to have it extended for purposes of study should address the 
Under-Secretary of State, but in addition to the statement of the pro- 
posed study they must support their applications with documentary 
evidence of their having obtained the approval of the authorities concerned 
in India to their applying for an extension of leave. \ 

“ 9. An officer who is at home on combined leave may be penoitted''* 
to commence a course of study before the end of his privilege leave, and^ 
to count the period so spent as part of his Study Leave, without forfeiting 
his privilege leave allowances during such period. 

" 10. For the course of study, lodging allowance at the rate of 8s. a 
day for a field officer, 6s. for a Captain, and 4s. for a Lieutenant, will be 
granted on the production of the certificates required by Rule 12. It is 
to be understood that in order to qualify for the grant of Study Leave or 
for the receipt of lodging allowance, a definite course of study at a recognised 
institution, which will occupy the time of the officer for five or six days a 
week, must be pursued. This allowance will not be admissible to an 
officer who retires from the service without returning to duty in India 
after a period of Study Leave. Lodging allowance will be admissible up 
to 14 days for any period of vacation. 

" II. The rate of pay admissible during Study Leave to an officer 
under Civil Rules is determined as follows : — 

"A. If the rate of pay admissible during furlough earned by service 
under Civil Rules is higher in his case than that admissible during 
furlough earned by service under Llilitary Rules, then — - 

(1) He draws pay at the former rate for such period of his Study 

Leave as has been earned by his service under. Civil Rules, 
nnd' 

(2) for the remainder,-if any, he can elect either — ^ 

(fl) to draw pay at the rate adnaisin5te;dunng^uriough earned 
by service under Military Rules, or 

(6) to draw it at the rate admissible during furlough earned 
by service under Civil Rules for a period not exceeding 
the amount of such furlough at his credit. In this case 
an equal period of the furlough at his credit earned by 
service under Civil Rules will be treated as if it had been 
earned by service under Military Rules. 

” B, If the rate of pay admissible during furlough earned by service 
under Military Rules is higher in his case than that admissible in 
respect of service under Civil Rules, then — 

(1) He draws pay at the former rate for such portion of his sbidy 

leave as has been earned by his service under Jfilitaiy 
Rules, and 

(2) for the remainder, if any, he can elect either — 

(fl) to draw pay at the rate admissible during furlough earned 
by service under Civil Rules, or 

. (6) to draw it at the rate admissible during furlough earnea 

by service under Military Rules, for a period not exceed- 
ing the amount of such furlough at his credit. In 
case an equivalent period of the furlough at his credi • 
earned by service under Military Rules will be treate 
as if it had been earned by service under Civil Rules. 
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*' I?. On romplrlii'n uJ :t rniHr-r* ol stiirly n f <’rtlfioale on llu* projnr 
fom (whii'h in.-.y lx* olilainrd ii<im lln* India Ollier) 10f;t:llK’i' willr any 
ceiSifical*'" (d '-pn lal f.lndy Iw (onv.ndril lo Iho lJn«li’r*Sf:cr<;t.'ii'y 

of Slafo, JniJia t'j'ijfr, wlio wjll .-Mf.jnp.r fnv tho IranMniiAjon of coj'ir^; of 
the divnmrnv. to tho I'litci lo:'t*cm*rai. Indian MctliVal Srrvicr. Ofneers 
may aJ’o br* npr-n to trpnjt thrin'-rlvi”. in ptr.on to the IVcaiUnil, of 

Ihf'Mrtfkal Jv(vnd, India oinrr, on tin* ro»i‘lir<ion of lliHr oonr.'.e of 
.'•tiidy. 

*' 13. ?tni*jy J.ravr will « mint a'-' ••-iviiT' for pioniolion ami jirm-ion, 
l«jt, cxrcp* t o far a.'* it may hf taltfii (Iniin;: privilr;;i‘ Iravr (j-rr Knlo o), 
it will not ronnt fo: InsloOith ot any oiIki* Iravr. It will not afftet any 
Icavr which jnay already l»e due to an oji'n ej ; :md will not be tahon into 
account in redioninj: the apitnp.ate amount of fnrlou};h taheii by an ofliccr 
toward*: tlm maxisnnm jv-iiod of tix year;, admit - ibh* under article 209 of 
the Civil i^r;vice Ke;;ol.itio»*i. 

"Milit.ny IVp..artme»t, Ijidi.t Ofikr, October, loio.” 

Sonic flight nduition.< to nml nltcrations in the ;i!)ovc rules 
were luatle by n Inter <.uler, tinted Simla, dth Sept., 1012. 

Leave of Adniiniplr.itivc Medical OIncers. — Offners of 
adniinistiv.tive r.mlc have nhv.iy.*; bei-n subject to special leave 
rub?. Thofe for ttiembers of the Medical Hoard, and Superin- 
ti-ndinj; Suri;eons. tnubr the Company, have been Riven above. 
Para. 3S <if the Koval Warrant *»( jSC».} for the LM.S. allow.s six 
months' leave on nv dic.d eirtifiealv rlminR the five years' admi- 
nistrative t«*nn of offu (>. Liter, in iSf»8, four months' leave on 
private affairs was aHo sanctir.ned, as an allcmative, but leave 
could only be taUen once during thefivi* years' lour. In 190.) the 
amount of le.nve admissible to .in A.M.O. wa.s increased, by Govt, 
of India, Home Dtjil,, No, 300-307 Medical of iQlh March, 1904, 
which directs that, in addition to priviloRC leave, eiRht months’ 
leave, cither on medical certificate or on private affairs, may be 
taken by a Colonel, either in or out of India, during three or 
five years' tenure of ofike. This leave may bo taken in instalments, 
but cannot be exceeded without forfeiture of appointment. 

Privilege Leave is mentioned as one of the forms of leave 
admissible, under the furlough rules of 1868, 1875, and 1886, 
and also in the ci\il leave rules. It has been allowed, under 
various names, from a very early period. In militar}' employ 
.an ofliccr can gel sixt}' d.a3-'s’ privilege leave in the year, but has 
to find a substitute to do his work, free of expense to the State. 
The civil ofliccr can onty get one month’s privilege leave in the 
year, but the Stale undertakes to proiddc and pay a substitute, 
if one is available. There is often difficulty about finding a 
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substitute, which leads to refusal of leave but if an available 
substitute can be found, there is no difficulty about payment, 
wliich is made by Government as a matter of course. 

In both military and cml employ, an officer may accumulate, 
or save up, liis privilege leave, by talcing none for two years and . 
nine months, when he udll have due, ninetj^ days in the former, 
three months in the latter. Three months is the maximmn amoimt 
of pri\dlege leave wliich may be accumulated, or taken at one 
time, either bj^ itself, or in combination udth other forms of leave, 
as combined leave. Should an officer take no privilege leave for 
five years or more, he stiU can have onty tlirce months due to 
him. It vnVL be seen tliat, by accumulating privilege leave up 
to ninetj^ da 3 ^s, the militaiy officer loses half his annual pririlegc 
, leave, the cml officer does not. The latter can also take part 
of the privilege leave due to him, and cany on the remainder 
to his credit, the military offiem: cannot do so. Pri\dlege leave 
is given on full ; but any extra allowances for extra work 
are lost wliile on leave, aU such allowances being drami by the 
officer who actuall}^ does the work for which the}^ are given. 

Extra pririlege leave may also be got, in small quantities, by 
officers in ci^dl emplo 5 ^ for certain special reasons ; such as haring 
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tn svtitt sp.'o.il t'f it i- ;thv,sy. ;in 

Crfiicf r. 'iunnf; 'aIi* t'**!* *’ ri‘t h 

in c;!''- hf sn.^y «•» '..*!.<• it .-n, jtn! <-1; l-iUhtj; 

Iv.vv-' tin aliiv t lb' > n<l "f i.i- r-;vi* • . i on uUy m;iny tt- v* r 
lal-’t' ii .it .'.n. 

RcC'”*’*. from Lenvo. Ati < t) <<r inu.! 

.it *".<■*, *-n to •Issty. tml- • . <<itir:nl by :i 

5it<iii.il JV' !t»l ’-jTiS'.i ;«i il.t dis* -i'*! tu 'Ii'* !• -'-%'*• in!*'- *<» 

Hi- |«i ■ i’- I'ti*! by il.*- .‘'t.it''. si:** V'>y.i;:<' 

I'V.l .r «!::iy. -tj'l h** • -tti t-iK** tli** t* '* *-1 

hb l-'.vr •-■'•■’A !;'• i.-.n b - •}».-.:* «1, v.*.- it ini; for titm* 

yi'.-ir-. 

iK'-iil !■' not ‘omr.t'.n, ,‘.11 of tin* I.M.S, 

<ii\ U;?,Vv tvv<tvt,iy *-.* dntv valliiu lUr*** yvia-:, 

in iy < n .{.'. ount of th- i .insp.jiyn o;j th.- N’<.rth-VA'>t i';un{i<-r. 
nsnl in I'vv-t i-n tii-onnt tin- v..sr v.ith t’iiin.i. Ivi'.dl from 
Iv.iV*' to tlniy 5 :- n n.'.liy i^n-r-sl. .ill ott*--. ; , .-on. '-rn- d, v.h'i -irt: 
nn 1 mv<'. n-ini; r' -MU' d ,il or.. <•. ..ml i- only otd-t'-d for ttri;*'ni 
rv.'i'-on'.., ;i-‘ v.‘.,r n; f.ittjin*'. 

Oftii’rr;: of tljv I.M.f*. i< > ' ivi* n fr< «• }>.•.•* -.'ir;'' t" Imli.i on joinijj:;, 
but h:',Vt‘ to j>.ny tb'ir own j -.t homo .md oui :t".*tin \vh«.*n 
t;oing (<n furlon.!.’)!, Tlv only »-sv«-ptio}m ari.* th.il a Inrutt'nrint 
going bom" on mcI: h-.ivo \> jirovidt-d with .t fr«:'; piii^-agc 
and that nn ofh'*f;r recall* d front !*m\v is provided with ti free 

■ nrifi-.-igi; fdit. 

Hiotigh kaw on im-di'-.d r« rtifir:itc can ;ilw.iy.> h*-* got by an 
•r vvho.'C* ho.-'.Uh rc<juirvs it. iran>f*rs on medical certi- 
t arc not allowrd. An ohjo-r is «'ith'-r fit for duty in any 
intment to which In- may be p-ist-'d, or he is not, and in the 
r caifc he should be on ."-icl: b-avc. This rule is laid down in 
D. Circs. Xo. lo of iGth June, 1S65, which is as follows ; — 


'ivery officer appeariii;: before a Mc<ljc.al Board must be declared 
:tent to perform Ids duty or not, and th.at it is entirely contrarj’ to 
^nd would be most fruitful of incons-enicncc to the service, were 
5 under medical jnotcclion to lay down what should be the scene of 
. tuties. If any officer is unable, owing lo the state of his health, lo 
id to or lo remain at the jjost where Government requires his services, 
ist, for the time being, be considered unfit for any duty.” 


' he same rule is repeated in IM.D. Circs., Nos. 73 of 3rd 
, 1868, and 87 of 2otli Sept., 1S73, 
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The reason of the above rule is obvious. There are many 
stations in India, which, for various reasons, bear a bad reputa- 
tion .on health grounds. Any medical officer could, with perfect 
truth, give abertificate to any other officer that it would be to 
•the advantage of his health that he should be transferred to a 
station with a better climate. Were such certificates freely given, 
it would be impossible to fill posts in unpopular stations. 

Until 1908 it was necessary for an officer on leave in England, 
other than privilege leave, to obtain permission from the India 
Office to return to India, shortly' before the expiration of his 
leave. Letter No. 2251 P. of 24th April, 1908, from the Govt, 
of India, Finance Dept., abrogates this rule, and directs that 
officers on long leave in England, other than medical leave, need, 
not obtain permission from the India Office to return to duty in 
India. - They must inform the authority who granted them leave 
of the date of their return. Officers on leave on medical certi- 
ficate, however, must still, of course, be passed as fit by the 
Medical Board of the India Office before they can be permitted 
to return. 

A Lieutenant on probation is eligible for sick leave, during 
which he receives pay at the rate of los. bA. a day. If after 
completion of his course of training, he is unable to^ embark. icff - 
India when ordered, on account ol illness, he receives pay at the 
rate of £2^0 a year. 

A short abstract of the leave rules now in force is given in the 
Memorandum regarding the position of offi-cers appointed to the 
which is given to all intending candidates. The last 
issue is dated May, 1910. 



CHAPTER XX 


PENSIONS 

I am paid in full for service — would tliat service still were mine 1 ” 

Kipling, The Galley-slave, Departmental Ditties. 

Pension, like furlough, is .a comparatively modem institution. 
The early servants of the Company neither expected, nor got, 
any pensions at all; although a compassionate pension might.- 
occasionally be granted as a favour. The first mention of a 
pension to a medical officer appears to be the offer of an allowance 
of forty rupees a month to Gregorius Meisters, related in Chap. VI, 
Early History, Surat, Persia, Bombay, and the West. This allow- 
ance Meisters declined. A Letter from Bombay, dated 26tli 
April, 1770, reports in para. 44 — 

“ Rob‘ Trotter, Surgeon at Anjengo, very old and infirm, has been 
allowed to retire on full pay.” 

i^other Letter from Bombay, dated 31st Aug., 1775, states 
in para. 134 — 

" M* Potter, an old Surgeon, permitted to retire on full Pay & recom- 
mended for ah allowance of £100 per annum.” 

The careers of Trotter and Potter were, like their names, 
somewhat similar. Trotter entered the Service in 1739, so had 
completed thirty years’ service, chiefly in the Marine. On 31st 
Aug., 1757, he was discharged from the Marine to Fort Victoria, 
and on 20th March, 1759, transferred to Anjengo. John Potter 
a.lso began his service afloat. His name does not appear in the 
list of officers serving in the Marine in 1753, the next list extant 
sho\vs him as transfenred from the Marine to Tellicherri on 28th 
^ec., 1757. Neither lived long to enjoy his pension. Trotter 
died at Anjengo on 4th Sept., 1771, Potter at Tellicherri on 
loth Dec., 1776. 
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Trotter’s pension was sanctioned in a despatch from Court, 
dated 12th June, 1771, para. 8 ; and Potter’s in a similar despatch 
of i6th April, 1777, para. 22. In the former it is distinctly stated 
that Trotter might, if -he chose, return to Englan^, and draw 
his pension at home. 

" Surgeon Rob* Trotter allow’d an Annuity of ;^ioo, he may come ’ 
home, in that Case acquaint us to what time you shall have paid him.” 

The Bengal Minute's of Council of 29th April, 1796, contain 
regulations for furlough and pension, which have been given in 
Chap. XVI, Military and Civil. The pensions thereby granted 
were, to a member of the Medical Board, after five years in 
that rank, and not less than twenty years’ service, £500 a year ; 
to the Surgeon of a General Hospital {i.e. a Head Surgeon), on 
the same conditions, £300 a year; to other medical officers, 
after not less than twenty years’ service, the full pay of their 
rank. 

This rule, allowing full .pay pensions after twenty years’ 
service, is not really so liberal as it seems, as the variqus allow- 
ances drawn by all military officers, including military medical 
officers, came to considerably more than their nominal pay, 
and pay only, without allowances, was given as _pf.nsion 7 ' — 

Only mihtary medical officers, i.e. ■ those serving with the 
Army, not those employed in the Commercial Factories and 
Residencies, were entitled to pension, A Letter from Court,- 
dated 12th July, 1782, quoted in Chap. XXI, The Funds, directs 
that only those Surgeons serving with the Army should be eligible 
for the benefits of Lord Clive’s Fund. In the Proceedings of the 
Calcutta Medical Board for 6th July, 1796, is entered a letter to 
Mr. Wilson, stating that pension after -twenty years’ service is 
granted only to Surgeons in the military line of the Service. 
There were three Wilsons in the Bengal Medical Service at this 
date ; the one to whorn this letter is adilressed appears to have 
been James Wilson, who entered on 5thl Nov., 1781, w’as civil 
Surgeon of Murshidabad in 1796, and diM there on 26th Aug^ 
1803. So in his case no question of pension arose. The same 
Proceedings, on 15th July, 1796, contain aAletter, dated 8th July, 
from the Secretary to Government, stating (that military Surgeons 
only are entitled to pension, furlough, and promotion. Practically, 
however,, this rule hardly operated at aU. Shortly afterwards, as 
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related above in Chap. XVI. MtlHary aud Civil, it was ruled that 
all medical ofiic.crs were liable to military duly, and so were all 
equally entitled to the advantages of pension, furlough, and 
promotion, c.veepling those who liad resigned their claims to 
promotion, in order to retain their civil stations. Tliesc were 
compaTatively few in number, and had resigned these advantages 
by their own deliberate, ehoieo. 

Regulations for pensitJH were issued in a G.O. dated 20th 
Feb., 1S13, piiblished in the lutsl India licnisln- for 1813, from 
wliich are quoted the following clauses : — 

'* Regulations reg.irdijig Military flgiccrs retiring from the Company’s 
service. 

" Every officer after twenty-five yc.-irs' service in India, three yc.ars 
for one fnriongh being inchulni,* is allowed to retire with the pay of the 
rank to which he ha.s .-ittainod ; but .such p.iy is to be the s.amc only as that 
allowed to officers of i)ifanlr\*. 

" A member of the Medic.nl Board, who h.is been in th.at .station not 
less than two yc.-vrs, and not less than twenty years in India, including three 
yc.ars for one furlough, is jicnnittcd to retire from the service, and allowed 
/500 per annum. 

" A Surgeon of a General Hospital, who has been in that station not 
less than two yc.ars, and whose periot! of service lua-s been not less than 
twenty yc.ars, including three years for one fnriongh, as above, is permitted 
to retire from the service, and allowed /300 per annum for life. 

" All other Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons attached to the militarj', 
are permitted to retire from the service on the pay of their rank, after 
having served in India not lc,ss than twenty yc.ars, including three for one 
furlough. 

* » » * * 

*' A Subaltern officer, or military Assistant Surgeon, having served six 
ycare in India, is permitted to retire on the halj-pay oj cnsign,\ if his 
constitution should be so im]).aircd as to prevent the possibility o£ his 
continuing in India. 

" Every officer returning on furlough, and wishing to retire from the 
service, must make a declaration to that effect, witliin twelve months after 
his arrival in England ; and in ease of his neglecting so to do, he must, 
at the expiration of his furlough, either return to India, or be held to have 
relinquished the service, and not be entitled to retire on pa}', unless he has 
continued to serve in India, from his first arrival, for the space of ivoeniy-iwo 
years, without having a furlough ; in tliat case he is allowed two years before 
he shall be called upon to signify his intention of retiring, but he can only 
bo allowed the pay of the rank he held at the expiration of twelve montlis 
from his arrival in Europe, 

" Promotion in consequence of officers retiring in England, takes place 
from the time when the requests of such officers to retire are laid before 
the Court.” 

* I.e. including one furlough of three years, 
t Italics, here and below, in the original. 
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The restriction of permission to retire on pension to " Surgeons 
attached to the military," in the fourth paragraph of the above 
orders, excluded only those Assistant Surgeons, as before, who 
had resigned promotion to remain at their civil stations. 

The requirement of twenty years’ total service' in India, in_ 
the second and third paragraphs,- from members of tlis^Iedical 
Board and Surgeons of General Hospitals (whose title had some 
years before been changed to that of Superintending Surgeon), 
seems hardly necessary, as no medical officer had a chance of 
rising to e'ven the lower of 'these two grades until he had put 
in much more than twenty years’ service. 

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated 27th Aug., 1828, 
and published as Bengal G.O. of 27th March, 1829, and Madras 
G.O. of .27th Jan., 1829,* directing that members of the Medical 
Board shall vacate their posts after live years’ tenure of office, 
also grants considerably increased pensions to the senior ranks 
of the Service, "viz. : — 

Member of Medical Board, after five years’ service as such, ^700 per annum. 

do. do. do. two do. do. ^£500 do. 

Superintending Surgeon, do. five do. do, 1^365 do. - 

Wound pensions were first granted in 1831, by a letter from 
Court dated i6th February, 1831, pubhshed--i]tr^engar”G.O. 
of 3rd June, 1831. For loss of an eye or limb, or loss of total 
use of a limb, or injury equivalent thereto, annual pensions were 
^ sanctioned', -their continuance being dependent upon subsequent 
-examinations before a Military Medical Board. The rates given 
/'to medical officers were the same as those given in the British 
Army, member of the Medical Board being equivalent to I.G., 
and Superintending Surgeon to D.I.G., and were fixed as 
follow's : — 


Inspector General 
Deputy Inspector General 
Surgeon or Physician . 
Assistant Surgeon 
Apothecary or Hospital Asst. 


^£300 per annum. 
£200 „ 

^100 11 

£70 

£5^ •• 


A.Mily. Letter from Court, dated 23rd Nov., 1836, granted 
to medical officers invalid pensions after three years’ service. 


* Wilson, History of Madras Army, Vol. IV, p. 503 ; C. G., 30th March, 1829 , 
Asiatic Journal, Aug., 1S29, p. 223. 
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“ F."i! .'frtv ifi, *■‘',^ 7 . In i «nt{inna{tnn M 0.0. of thr 5 ’^’ Oct,, 

iSjift, {}•,#» folKnsijjt; n^fvtfrApJi nf .-t jjsUHAry IrMrr from llm Hon. (ho (Nnirt 
of Dirrc(or! to ih*” i'‘<nrtror (Jrnrj.xf of ln<H;i fn (*oum:il, tiu; 

Nov. I.vt, i\ jmhH'.IiM} h'f jM jiri.if i'nfosm.ition : — 

" Wc hftvo to (IiAt \\r' h.wr ox;tr;jif' <l to tJjo mrtUi’.nl Ittatuh 

o! onr .itr.iy, th*'- I'-'n'tiS- of trs^nlatiotj. f'omijnmic^rtrd (o you in mir 
rwlil^try «5.rt< .J {h<* jjth 7*f.iy, »Hyt. nllowint: oflircJ:; who ore 

onmpcih'ii ix*<|ntt the 'f* vji r hy vNininih. !r< fivr<f in fion, by ill-hi'^xlth 
xontf.rctcf on ‘hity, .'jII'-j thiro y«-.xj-.* ‘ijvjr** in Imfi.r. to wtite on th**' 
InUpAV of thrjj r.inh ; on tl?«' tjun «»f the «• n.xl « rj lijic.rtf; tlul their 

hf.’vlsh wiU not j’-runiv them to Trve in 

In th'* |V’nsi<‘Jt nilc;: c.ivrn in the Kast Ir.ifut AV;;r,rfi‘r f<»r 183G 
appeal x'rtfam .ttjxlitixtn.. jn*e.tly (;<n« t;tl. ojti* K-fi rninjf In ntodital 
ofTjot ij; only. By fh«' S«p> rinfi ndini; Stirarotis. who had 

Kjvrd itt thal t.tnh not h'^-- fh.m two ye.xi>. and whosi^ total 
s^trvire in India, ijnhsdiji;: on** fiitl»»!;h of fhtn' years, w.ts over 
twenty Vrais, wen* .allowed a j'<-jn-}t*n of <^300 f>ct ttr,i:u}>: ; afl<*r 
five years in th.it tan’:, .{.jda, a-. If inv.dided on acnninl 

of ill-he.dth. they f:ol /30 1 at any time aftet aitalninK tin* rank, 
thr<'«‘ yo.trs' seivix-x- jji the rank. 

Bengal (r.O.. Xo. Kut of i^t July. iN.|.2,* whh'h rhan{;ed the 
dcsipnation «tf thx' ineinhirs «*f the Medieal Boaid, and inttaulurcd 
tho new rank of S'enitw Snrj:«*<.n. aBo laid down new rates of 
pension, with effect front U'nh July, ; rates dependent 
upon leiiRtli of service, jnsl<’ad of upon rank, as heretofore. Each 
term (d .«:trvice for pension, as behire, included three years’ 
furlough. 

Olheers who attained the rank of Sujtoriittcnding Surgeon 
within ten yc.ars of the j6th July, iS,}2, the date of introduction 
of the new rates, were permitted to retire on the rales t»f pension 
previously in force, if more, favourable to them. 

An intermediate, pension of £250 a j’ear after twenty-four 
years' service was sanctiom-d by G.O. No. 122 of iqlh April, 
38 .}^, the other rates, given below, being the same as those of 
l8.f2.f 

In 1854 periods of service for all rales of pension were 
somewhat reduced. 

• 'nrr. G.O. is Riven at lencth in Chan, XXIII, /lrfmi>iis(»o/fo», th« Medical 
lioarih. 

t Mily. letter from Court, No. 3 of aSlh Feb., xS.}.}. 
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The rates of 1842, 1844, and 1854, are shown below in the 
following table, in pounds per annum. ■ 


Period of qualifying service. ' 

.184s. 

1844. ■' .y 

1834. ' 

Seventeen years 

£ 

£ 

\ ^ 

\ 191. 

Twenty „ 

1 91 

191 


Twenty-one „ 

— 

— 

250 

Twenty-four „ 

— 

250 

— 

Twenty-five „ 

— 

' 

300 

Twenty-eight „ 

300 

300 ■ 

— 

Twenty-nine „ 

— 

— 

365 ■ 

Thirty-two „ 

365 

365 

500 

Thirty-five „ 

500 

500 

700 

Thirty-eight „ 

700 

700 



The I.M.S. was closed to competition, and no new appoint- 
ments to it were made, during a period of nearly five years, from 
Oct., i860 to April, 1865, while various schemes were under 
consideration for its aboHtion, or amalgamation with the Army 
Medical Department. These schemes being abandoned, a new 
warrant for the Service was issued from the India Office on 7th 
Nov., 1864, in the form of a despatch from the Secretary of State 
for India, Sir Charles Wood, to the Governor General of India in 
Council.* In this warrant new pension rates were laid do\vn. 

Clause 35 fixes these new pension rates as follows — 


After seventeen years’ service 

— twenty-one 

— twenty-four 

— twenty-seven 

— thirty 


£220 per annum. 
£292 

^£365 

£^5^ • 

£550 . 


Clauses 36 and 37 grant to an I.G. and a D.I.G., respectively, 
after five years’ tour of duty in that rank, extra pensions of ^350 
and £250 respectively ; and, by clause 38, six months’ leave on 
medical certificate was allowed to count as part of the five years’ 
term in each case. By clause .39 all officers then serving, i.e. all 
who entered before and in the year i860, were given the choice 
of pension according to the new rules, or those previously in force. . 

New pension rules were again introduced, with effect from 
1st Jan., 1881, by Secretary oif State’s Despatch No. 112 Mily. 
of 14th April, 1881, published in G.G.O., No. 279 of 20th May, 
1881, giving the various rates of 'pension at periods of service 

* This warrant is given at length in Chap. XXXVII, The Crown succeeds 
the Coinpany. 
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considerably less than before. With these orders was published 
a review of the pension rules, by the Secretary of State. The 
rules and review are given below.* * 

*' G.G.O. No. 279, dated 20/ft May, 1881. Despatch from the Secretary of 
'-Sinic^o. 112, Military, dated 14/ft April, i88i. Extracts. 

Pardr5. " The followng will be the scale of pensions for the Indian 
Medical Service with effect from ist January 1881. 

" After 17 years’ service, including i| years' leave and furlough ^292 


20 

_ 

2 — 

— £3^5 

25 

— 

3 — - 

— £500 

30 

_ 

4 — - 

— £ 7 °o 


Para. 6 . " Those officers who serve live years as Surgeon General or 
Deputy Surgeon General will receive on retirement extra pensions of £250 
and ^250 a year respectively — ^six montlis’ leave on medical certificate, or 
four months on private affairs, being allowed to count as part of tliis service 
of five years. A good service pension granted to a medical officer •will 
lapse on his obtaining the additional pension allowed to a Deputy Surgeon 
General or Surgeon General.” 

Para. 7. "Medical officers not entitled to pension, but who, at the 
expiration of two years leave of absence on medical certificate, are unfit 
to return to duty, will be placed on temporary or permanent half pay, 
after examination by the Medical Board of the India Office. The half pay 
granted in such a case -will be the British rate of half pay of the relative rank 
held by the, officer. The period passed on half pay will in no case be 
reckoned as service in calculating claims to promotion or to pension on 
retirement.” f 

Para.. 8 . " With the liberal rates of pension now introduced, I do not 
consider that it will be necessary to give any higher rate than that to which 
they may be entitled to medical officers below the rank of Deputy Surgeon 
General who may be retired on attaining 'the age of 55 j^ears, under the 
provisions of Article 8 of the Royal Warrant of the i6tli November, 1880. 
An officer now in the service, who is so retired, may, if he pleases, elect to 
receive pension under the previous Regulations.” 

" Review of the Revised Pension Regulaiioits recently sanctioned for 
Officers of the Indian Military Service. Indian Army Circulars, January. 
1882, clause II. 

" His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General in Council is pleased 
to direct the publication of the foUowng despatch from the Right Honour- 
able the Secretary of State for India, No. 407, dated the S*** December, 
1881, for general information : — 

Para. 1. " In my despatches Nos. 112, 258, 260, and 299 of the present 

* G.G.O., No. 279 of 20th May, 1881, is republished in I.M.D. Cires. for 

1881, p. 8 ; and the re'view by the Secretary of State in I.M.D. Circs, for 18S2, 
pp. 8-13, 

Time, not exceeding one year, passed on temporary half pay reckons as 
service for promotion and pension, in case of an officer placed on half pay on 
account of ill-health contracted in the performance of civil or military duty. 
[Memo, regarding the position of officers to be appointed to His Majesiy's Indian 
Medical Service, India Office. May, 1910, Secretary of State’s Despatch, No. 130 
Mily. of 13th Oct., 1892.] 
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year, I have sanctioned revised pension regulations for the officers of .the 
various branches of the Indian Military Service, including the Medical 
a.nd Veterinary Departments. Under the revised rules substantial benefits 
have been conferred upon officers already serving, while a very sufficient 
-pension has been allowed to those officers who may hereafter enter the 
service. 

" 2. It seems to me expedient now to review tlie general •re§uhijf-£iiese 
measures, in order that misapprehensions may be removed, and at the same 
time to issue some further regulations which appear, to me desirable, in 
view to placing the pension system of Her Majesty’s Indian Forces on a 
perfectly satisfactory footing, 

" 3. I will proceed first to show what alterations have been made in the 
pension regulations as they existed in the year i860, and those sanctioned 
in the year 1881. I select the year i860 as the best period with which to 
draw the comparison, as this was the year preceding those great changes in 
the Indian Service which resulted in the amalgamation of the Artillery 
and Engineers of the three presidencies with the Royal Artillery and Royal 
Engineers, the transfer of European regiments to the- British line, and the 
formation of the Staff Corps. In maldng this comparison, I shall pass over 
any regulations made between 1860 and 1881 which have been superseded 
by the regulations of the present year, but I shall briefly specify the advan- 
tages in the matter of retirement which have been avowedly of a temporary 
nature, and of the benefits of which many officers have availed themselves. 
* * * * ♦ 

" 20. As respects the Medical Department, the following statement 
shows the pension rates in force in i860, the revised rates introduced in 
1864, and the present rate of pensions : — 


Rates of Pension for the Medical Service per Annum. 



i860. 

1864. 

1888. 




£. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

£ 

17 years service . 

igi 

12 

6 

220 

292 

20 

ft 

tt • 

191 

12 

6 

220 

365 

21 

ft 

tt • 

250 

0 

0 

292 

365 

24 

It 


250 

0 

0 

365 

365 

25 

tr 

tt • 

300 

0 

0 

365 

500 

27 

tt 

tt • 

300 

0 

0 

456 

500 

- 29 

tt 

tt • 

365 

0 

0 

456 

500 

30 

tt 

tt • 

365 

0 

0 

550 

700 

32 

tt 

tt • 

500 

0 

0 

550 

700 

35 

tt 

tt • 

700 

0 

0 

550 («) 

700 


" (a) With the option of £700 to officers who entered before 1864, and did 
not receive the higher additional pensions of Deputy Surgeon-General or 
Surgeon-General ; Medical Officers compulsorily retired at the age of 55 were 
granted the pension next above that to whidi their service entitled them. 

" Besides this, since 1864 an additional ';^25o or £350 a year is given to 
every officer who,, on retirement, has rendered five years’ ser\dce in the 
office of Deputy Surgeon General or Surgeon General respectively.- - 
“ 21 . From this table it will be seen that the pensions of Medical Officers 
who have not served in the higher appointments have been raised since i860 
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ilKhealth due to exposure on field service, to an extent not exceeding i8 
months in each case. . 

" V. Leave ‘not exceeding 30 days preparatory to embarking on 
furlough, and again on return from furlough to enable an officer to rejoin 
his corps or appointment. 

“ VI. Leave.granted to enable an officer to study the'Native languages 
at one of the Presidency towns, provided he passes the ,j?rescribed teste-' 
within the following periods : — ' ■ — ' 

Higher standard in Hindustani — ^six months. 

Examination in other languages than Hindustani, — a further period of 
six months. 

On obtaining a certificate of high proficiency, — a period of iS months in 
the aggregate. 

On obtaining a degree of honour in Ai'abic, Sanskrit, or Persian,— a 
period of two years. 

" 26. In addition to leave taken under any of the circumstances just 
stated, two years’ leave in 20, three years in 25, four years in 30, five years 
in 35. and six years in 38 years’ service are allowed to count as service 
for pension. 

“ 27. Not only are these regulations liberal, but officers of the Indian • 
service have had the further advantage of drawng furlough pay when pn 
leave, varying from to ;^iooo a year, and of retaining Staff and other 
situations when on leave ; while in nearly all cases where leave on medical 
certificate has been granted, it has been allowed for a fixed term of two 
years, instead of being limited to the actual necessities of the case. It is 
impossible to consider these rules as anything but liberal in the extreme, 
and I believe that, in several of those cases where leave has been taken in 
excess of the time allowed to count as service for pension, a more strict • 
attention on the part of superior authorities would have led to-the removal ' 
from the active list of the Army of officers who have passed a considerable 
portion of their service on leave on sick certificate. I must also observe 
that there is no analogy between the case of these officers and that of 
officers under the British service rules who ordinarily only obtain leave for 
limited periods and on lower rates of pay, with the disadvantage of com- 
pulsory retirement and smaller pensions. Certain considerations have 
rendered it desirable to cease to deduct leave firom the service for pension ■ 
in the c^e of officers of the late Indian Artillery and Engineers, and new 
Line regiments who are under Indian pension rules ; but these considera- 
tions do not apply to officers of the Staff Corps or I n d ian Army. 

28. I have, therefore, no intention of abrogating rules which I con- 
sider to be just, and the operation of which has always been well lino\vn to 
the officers concerned ; but as respects the actual periods to count as 
servdce, when the leave has been taken under regulations prior to those of 
1S75. I have determined to sanction some small modifications, as in some 
cases the periods in which a certain amount of leave is allowed to count as 
service for pension do not correspond with the periods at which higher 
rates of pension are claimable. Thus, after 24 years’ service the second rate 
of pension for combatant officers is claimable, but the second period of 
leave allowed to count requires 25 years’ service before it can be reckoned. 

I am induced, therefore, to sanction an alteration in the periods of leave 
to be allowed to count, so as to make each period correspond with a period^^ 
of service at which a pension can now be earned. Under this view, I will' 
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*' With reference to the above, the last sentence of revised article 2179, 
In'li.an Army Circular:. P-iy Code for Jmlia. is reconstructed as follows : 

clause j3o<jf iHgj, • lijjt, ;m oflicer who entered the service before 

the January' i860, and w:e5 still seiadm; on the i.)''* April 18S1, may, 
if so retired, elect to receive jiension under the previous regulations.’ ” 

In itj03 revised inks ft»r Ike appinnlmcnl, pay, promotion. 


J.M.D. Circs., iSS:, p, 17. 
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leave, retirement, and pension of officers of the I.M.S., were 
published as^Not. No. 1047 of 23rd Oct., 1903, by the Govt, of 
India, Mily. Dept. These rules were republished in I.M.D, Circs. 
for 1903, p. 35. They took effect from 13th Aug., 1903. Clause 7 
of this notification gives the following increased rates of pension 
at various periods of service. 


At seventeen yeai's of service 

At twenty 

At twenty-five 

At thirty 


£300 per annum. 

Moo 

£500 

Moo 


Clause 8 of Notification No. 1047 of 23rd Oct., 1903, also laid 
down rates of extra pensions for A.M.O.'s as follows, reducing 
the period of service for the pension of Surgeon General from 
five to three years, and allowing half rates of extra pension to 
Colonels after three years’ service in that rank: — 

Surgeon General, after three years’ service as such . £^50 per annum 

Colonel, - » 

Colonel, „ five „ „ . . £250 „ 

With effect from 2nd Aug., 1908, a new intermediate rate of 
pension was given, £600 after twenty-seven and a half years' 
service, by Not. No. 82, dated i8th Sept., 1908, of Govt, of India,- 
Mily. Supply Dept. {I.M.D. Circs., 1908, pTlls).' 

In 1911 a new graduated scale of pensions was granted, by 
Govt, of India, Mily. Dept. Not. No. 570 of 30th June, 1911, 
published in the Gazette of India of ist July, I9ii,.and in I.M.D. 
Circs, for 1911, p. 27. The pensions at seventeen, twenty, 
twenty-five, and thirty years’ service remained unchanged-, but 
intermediate pensions were granted, rising some by £20, some 
by £40 a year, for each year's service from the seventeenth to 
the thirtieth. This was a concession w'hich had long been desired. 

" Medical Department, No. 570. With tlie approval of the Right Hon**** 
the Secretary of State for India, the following graduated scale of pension 
for the officers of the Indian Medical Service is sanctioned, with effect from 
the April, 1911, in supersession of the scale hitherto in force — 


" After 17 years’ service . 





. £300 

. „ 18 . . 





320 

19 . . 





360 

,, 20 





. 400 

» 21 





. 420 

,f 22 : 


• 


• 

. 440 
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ter 23 years* service . 

• 



• 

• £460 

, 24 

• 



• 

. 480 

» . 





500 

, 26 . 

• 




• 540 

. 27 





580 

. 27^ 





. . 600 

. 28 





. 640 

,, 29 . 

• 




. 660 

, 30 

• 




. 700 


" 2 . The concession authorized in paragraph 6 of G.G.O. No. 1047, 
dated the 24^*^ October, 1903, under which officers of the Indian Medical 
Service on the list of selected Lieutenant-Colonels, are pernutted to remain 
in the service beyond the age of 55 years, in order to qualify for the pension 
admissible after 30 years’ service, shall cease in the case of officers entering 
the Indian Medical Service on or after tlie ist April, 1911.” 

The Staff Corps furlough rules of, 18S6, now the Indian Army 
furlough rules, under which all officers joining the service after 
that j^ear necessarily came, allow all furlough obtained to count 
as service for pension. \^^iile the grant of furlough, and rates 
of furlough pay, under these rules, apply only to those officers 
of the I.M.S. who remain in military emplo5^ the rule that all 
furlough counts as service applies to all officers of the I.M'.S., 
both in military and in ci\dl employ, for ail retire under military 
rules, as officers of the army. 

Up to the year 1903, a grievance existed, in connection mth 
pensions, in the fact that an officer who entered the Service after 
the age of twenty-five, as many do, could not serve long enough 
to obtain the full pension of £yoo a year after thirty years* service, 
as he was compulsorily retired at the age of fifty-five, unless he 
had obtained promotion before tliat time to administrative rank, 
which was unlikely. Practically, therefore, he could not earn a 
pension higher than £$00 a year. Under clause six of the new 
rules of 1903, an officer on the " Selected list ” of Lieut.-Colonels, 
if physically fit and reported efficient, could be granted an exten- 
sion to enable him to complete thirty years' service, and earn the 
full pension ; but, during such extension, was not ehgible either 
for promotion, or for an “ extra compensation pension.” 

The new pension rules of igii rendered this concession less 
necessary, and by these rules it was accordingly nuthdraum, 
in the case of all officers entering the Service after ist April, 1911. 

By Govt, of India, ^iily Supply Dept., Not. No. 4296 G of 
8th July, 1908 {I.M.D. Circs., 1908, p. 29)', officers of tlie I.JI.S. 
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were allowed to count as service for leave and pension periods 
of plague duty performed, before admission to the Service. By 
Govt, of India, Army Dept., Not. No. 686 of i6th July, 
igog (I.M.D. Circs., igog, p. 24), service in the. South' African 
War, as a civil medical officer, was similarly allowedsffi count as 
service for pension. L, . . . - 

Extra. Compensation Pensions. — In i86g the number of 
Inspector Generals in the Bengal Service was reduced from two 
to one, and, as compensation, two D.I.G.'s were allowed the 
special extra pension of £350 a year, instead of £2^0, by G.O.G.G. 
No. 375 of 24th March, i86g, which ruhs as follows : — 

“ From the retirement of Inspector General W. A. Green, the second 
appointment of Inspector General in Bengal will be abolished, and the ad- 
ministrative medical-stafE notified in G.G.O. No. 901 of 26*^ October, 1866, 
will be adhered to. 

" Two additional special pensions of £350 will be given, in two cases, 
at intervals of five years, to two Deputy Inspector Generals who have 
completed five years as such.” 

t 

When the number of administrative medical appointments 
was reduced, in 1880, by G.G.O. No. 13 of 2nd Jan., 1880,* the 
tenth to twelfth paragraphs of that order allowed two S.G.’s 
or D.S.G.’s of the I.M.S., in each of the three Presidential armies, 
to retire with the full extra pension of their ranhj.before-cbm^efibif 
of five years’ service in the rank. 

" 10. With a view to the retirement, on favourable terms, of the surplus 
officers of the Indian Medical Service, the Right Hod^*® the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to ofier to the Surgeons General and Deputy 
Surgeons General of the three armies the retirement on the extra pension 
of their grade with an honorary step in rank, notwithstanding that they 
may not have completed the qualifying service for these pensions. 

”11. The number of retirements in each army will be restricted to two. 

"12. The option of retirement will be given in order of seniority, but 
applications to retire, which must be made to the Military Department of- 
the Government to which the officer belongs, cannot be accepted after the 
31®^ March, 1880.” 

At the same time, among the other changes made, the five 
Provincial Sanitary Commissioners of Bengal, the N.W.P., tb® 
Panjab, Madras, and Bombay, were given the rank, title, and 
pay of Deputy Surgeon General on. completion of twenty-six 
years’ service, as well as the extra pension of D.S.G. at thirty-one 

* G.G.O., No. 13 of 2nd Jan., 1880. is given at length in Chap. XXXVIII.. 
1865 to 1896. ® ® • , 
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The grant of these pe;nsions will therefore cease within the next 
seven years. On several occasions one or .more of these pensions 
have lapsed for want of qualified applicants. Clause 163 of 
Sept., 1889, runs as follows : — 

" Under instructions from the Secretary of State for India, it is ndtffisd 
that the grant of the four extra pensions of ;£ioo per annum each to the 
senior ofi 5 .cers of the Indian Medical Service sanctioned in clause 91, India 
Army Circulars, 1886, will be discontinued as regards aU officers who may 
be appointed to the service after the examination in August, 1889.” 

From 1886-1903 the first claim on these pensions was that 
of an A.M.O., who had completed three years as such, but who, 
on account of ill-health, was unable to complete the full term of 
five years. On three occasions administrative of&cers had to 
take advantage of them, D.S.G. Dallas in 1889-90 ; Surgeon- 
Colonels Hilson in 1893-94, and Ross in 1897-98. . As the new 
rules of 1903 allow half pensions of £125 to administrative 
medical of&cers who have completed three years as such, not only 
in case of iU-health, but at their own choice, these of&cers no. 
longer have a claim upon the extra compensation pensions. 

Extra pensions were sometimes, but rarely, given by the 
E.I. Co. at a much earlier date. A Mily. Letter from Court t9 _ 
Madras, dated 17th Aug., 1803, para. 192, states that Head 
Surgeon George Ogilvie, not ha\Tng served for five years as 
Head Surgeon, cannot be granted a Head Surgeon’s pension, but 
is allowed to retire on the Surgeon’s pension of ten shillings a 
day, and, on acco\mt of his long imprisonment in Maisur, has 
been granted an additional allowance of £100 a year. Ogilvie 
entered the Service on nth Dec., 1777, and was one of the 
of&cers taken prisoner after Baillie’s defeat at • Perambakam on 
loth Sept., 1780, in the second Maisur war. 

Another Mily. Letter from Court to Bombay, dated* 6th June, 
1814, in para. 26, states that Surgeon George Keir has been 
permitted to retire, and has been granted; as -a mark of appro- 
bation, -a pension of £100 a year, in addition to the Surgeon’s 
pension of ten shillings a day. No reason for this extra grant 
is stated. Keir had been Surgeon to Sir Arthur Wellesley in 
India. 

Invalid Pensions.— Clause 28 of I.A.C. for 1894 laid do^vn 
the following rates of invalid pensions for of&cers unable, on 
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account of ill-health, to complete seventeen years’ service for 
regular pension : — 


" I.A.C. 1894, dafcd March, 1894, clause 28. Pensions. Scale of 
Invalid Pensions for the Indian Slaff Corps and Medical Service.* 

“ Under the authority of the Secretary of State for India, His Excellency 
the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct the publication of the 
following Scale of invalid pensions for the Indian Staff Corps and Medical 
Service. 

" An officer who has become incapacitated for further service in India 
on account of unfitness caused by duty may, after he has been two years 
on the temporary half pay list, be granted an invalid pension according to 
the following scale. 

Indian Medical Service. 


“After 12 years' pensionable service 

— 13 

— 14 

— 15 

— 16 


£ig2, per annum. 

212 

232 

252 

272 — 


An officer who has served less than twelve years, and is thus 
not entitled to even the lowest rate of these special invalid pensions, 
although unable to rejoin owing to permanent ill-health, is placed 
on half pa3^ at first temporaiy, and later permanent, after exami- 
nation by the Medical Board of the India Office. The half pay 
granted in such a case is the British rate of half pay of the officer’s 
relative rank. 

Wound Pensions. — ^These pensions were first granted to 
medical officers in 1831, as detailed above. Medical officers are 
entitled -to the same allowances on account of wounds received 
in action, and injuries sustained through the performance of 
military duty otherwise than in action, as are granted to combatant 
officers of the Indian Army holding the corresponding military 
rank.t 

A Despatch from the Secretary of State to the Government of 
India, No. 203 Financial of 19th Oct., i8gg, sanctioned the grant 
of wound pensions to officers disabled by contracting blood 
poisoning while performing surgical operations. 

Good Service Pensions. — Officers of the I.M.S. are entitled, 
equally with those of other corps and departments of the army, 
to good service pensions of £100 a year. The number of such 

* I.M.D. Circs., 1894, p. 13. 

t Memo, regarding the position of Officers to be appointed to His Majesty’s 
Indian Medical Service, India Office, Oct., 1903 ; also that of May, 1910, para. 43. 
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pensions granted is necessarily very small. The first ofiicers 
of the I.M.S. to whom such pensions were granted were : 

13th Dec., 1867, D.I.G. J. C. Brown, Bengal, afteijwards S.G., and 
K.C.B. ; ■ - . 

12th Sept.,' 1869, I.G. W. Mackenzie, Madras, afterwards- KC.P ' 

D.I.G. A.. H. Leith, Bonibay. 

These pensions are as a rule bestowed on an officer on the 
active list, and only in rare instances on an officer under the rank 
of Surgeon General. One was, however, bestowed upon Sir 
Joseph Fayrer in 1898, when he vacated the office of President 
of the Medical Board of the India Office. An officer in receipt 
of a Good Service Pension has to give it up on retiring, with the 
extra pension of an administrative medical officer, one of lower 
rank may hold the pension for life. 

Up to date 1913, the total number of these pensions bestowed 
upon officers of the I.M.S. has been only fifty-three, thirty-three 
in Bengal, ten in Madras, and ten in Bombay. 

The distribution of these pensions was somewhat modified 
in 1900, by clause 166 of I.A.C. of 1900, as follows : — 

" Clause 166, India Army Circulars of 190b.* 

" With reference to G.G.O. l^o. 255, dated the 13^'^- March 1866, it is 
notified that, with the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government, tlie separate- 
Presidential lists of ofiicers who have been granted good service pensions 
are abolished, and that the names of officers upon whom these rewards have 
been conferred will henceforth be borne on one list. 

* * * ^ ^ 

" 4. The selection of Medical Officers for good service pensions will also 
be made in future from an amalgamated list of the officers -of the Bengal, 
Madras, and Bombay Medical Services. These officers will, as hitherto, ' 
be allotted good service pensions only in succession to vacancies occasioned 
by the death, or retirement with special extra pensions, of Medical Officers 
upon whom these rewards have already been conferred.” 

Service for Pension used to begin from date of arrival in 
India, and so lately as 1878 this was laid down as the rule in Govt, 
of India, Mily. Dept. Order No. 594 of 22nd Nov., 1878. 

By the instructions referred to in the first paragraph of Govt, 
of India, Mily. Dept. No. 2106 S.C. of 19th Oct., 1880, service 
for pension commenced from the date of joining for training at 
Netley. The time passed between leaving Netley, at the end of 
the course there, and landing in India, was, however, deducted 

* I.M.D. Circs., 1900, p. 51. 
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th<' <1.1(1* o{ Ir.A'ini: X«t|iy. .«n<I *0 w«'j<' snper.^Jtded, b}' four 
nn nth'^. by Jh« ir Ciint'-mpoj.tn* •• of ih'* wlm joined Xctley 
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<.{ tj.-.inisi;';, but <lid ; u<i<-< d in {I'-ttiiif! (In* I.M.S. j»ut on (he same 
foe, line (him-' b. I •. l liin** 115 «»f I.A.C.. .Inne, i.Si/j, altered 
(!’.'• <!.!?<- <.f 5 j! t <<.mjm*' i"n in tin* I.M.S. fmin that <»f joinin« to 
(b.^t oi li-.tvjm: N»'ih*y. .*.’. follou*. 


" iKilr ,/ »/ utvue fi t /.'«!:<•« .nu! /r.iWoO'.in of offiefrs 

if t'i.t .V/.ft. , 1 / >‘/7; i.-c. 

/tj.-o.s ,Ji ",y C u/'.'i.m, !•/ Jfo.f, 

” t'«.;f '5 thr «a lh<* t^i-iTrt.uy o{ St.iti* fur IinJia, il is notifn'd, 

\\nh ulfKc.ie to juT.i.cj.'ij'li ;i ut Nu. 1,117 ti( jhOf,, tJial in order to 

;t '.l}r j'M< in <* oj tl.r- Jjid»a» M« dji .d i^vjvii r .i*. ifji.uds the dating of 

>’'.‘. 7 <• Miiuis* •{i-jj* *.*» lh:»l of tJ 7 r. {(lili-dt jeivicf, oflireis ln*rcaflcr 
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Tin* date of iummencement of servic*.* for pension has since 
been at;.un ehanjicd. thnler clause 15 of I.A.C. for 1903, com- 
mi^'^ions are dated frojn tin* day on which the course of instruction 
in l'Ji|:l.onl bcjjin*'., and from that date c«innnenci s service, both 
f<.r pjojnotion and ju-nsion, 

' 'rin*r«i are, ther<*fore, servinK together al the present lime, 
of!ict*rs who reckon their service for pension in three different 
way.s. ]*'irst, those wlu» entered in and before 1SS9, who count 
service for jiromotion from date of jttining Nctlcy, scjAacc for 
pension from the same date, hut subject to a deduction of some 
tw(; or three jnonths, the period spent between leaving Netley 
and landing in India. Second, those who joined between ist 
Jan., 1890, and 31st July, 1902, who date scr\nce for both pro- 
motion and pension from the end of their course of training, and 
are thus at a disadvantage, compared with both those above 



456 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

and those below them. Third, those who entered on and after 
ist Sept., 1902, who count the full time, both for promotion and 
pension, from the beginning of their training, and are thus better 
off than their seniors.* 

Officers of the I.M.S. who joined after Sept., 1890, are liaWe 
to recall to duty, in case, of emergency, even after retiring on 
pension, up to the age of fifty-five, under the orders contained 
in the first paragraph of a IMSly. Despatch from the Secretary of 
State, No. 105 of iith Sept., 1890, pubhshed as Govt, of India, 
Mily Dept., Order No. 4075 D of i6th Oct., 1890, which runs — 

“ It will henceforth be a condition of appointment to the Indian Medical 
Service that an officer retiring on pension before completing thirty j^e^s’ 
service shall be liable, till he completes fifty-five years of age, to be recalled 
to duty in case of any emergency.” f 

One of the greatest, perhaps the greatest, of the advantages 
of service in the I.M.S. is the present rate of pension, which is 
probably higher than that of any other large graded service in 
the world, certainly higher than that of any other medical sef\dce. 
It is true that the rates of pension in the I.M.S.', as given above, 
do not, at first sight, appear large in comparison with the pension 
of £1000 a year, given at twenty-five years’ service, of which 
twenty-one years must have been spent on duly.,in India', 'to'' tihie 
Indian Civil Service. But there are two points in wliich the 
pensions of the I.M.S. are far superior to those, of the Civil Service. 
First, the varying rates given to the I.M.S. for varying lengths 
of service, whereas the Indian Civilian must put in twenty-five 
Shears’ service, wth twenty-one years’ residence. He cannot 
voluntarity retire from the service on pension at any earlier date ; 
should he resign, even with over twenty years’ service, he gets 
no pension at all. Should he be invalided, for iU-health con- 
tracted in the service, when he has completed less than twenty- 
five years’ total service, or less than twenty-one years’ residence, 
even should he fall short of these periods by only a few months, 
he receives only an invalid pension, which up to Avithin the last 
few years did not exceed ;f45o per annum. Should he serve on 

* Those officers who entered the service on 31st Jan., 1891, are at a dis- 
advantage, compared with their immediate seniors, in two ways : the loss of 
service while at Netley, and the liability to recall to duty, after retirement, up 
to the age of fifty-five. The loss of the extra compensation pensions first hits 
those one term senior, who were commissioned from !?ist March, 1890. 

t I.MJ). Circs,, 1890, p. 47. 
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CHAPTER XXI 


THE FUNDS 

" He that hath Wife and Children hath given Hostages to Fortune.” 

Bacon. Essays, No. VII J, Of Marriage and Single Life. 

The Indian Army has, from time to time, established and main- 
tained a number of charitable funds, for the maintenance of 
widows and orphans of deceased members ; also funds for in- 
creasing the. pensions of retired members. Some of these funds, 
as their names imply, belonged exclusively to the medical services ; 
for membership of others medical officers, as officers of the Indian 
Army, were eligible. The oldest of these funds is the Military 
Fund, generally known as Lord Clive's Fund, estabhshed by 
Lord Clive in 1770, and differing from all the others in not 
requiring either donation or subscription. 

The funds existing at one time or another; in which medical 
officers have been entitled to contribute and share, have been — 

I. The Military Fund, or Lord Clive's Fund. 

II. The Bengal Military Orphan Society. 

(III. The Bengal Military Widows’ fund merged into 

I IV. The Bengal New Military Fund. 

V. The Madras Military Fund. 

VI. The Bombay Military Fund. 

VII. The Bengal Medical Retiring Fund. 

VIII. The Madras Medical Fund. 

IX. The Bombay Medical Retiring Fund. 

X. The Indian Military Service Family Pension Fund. 

The Bengal Army had separate funds for widows and orphans, 
whereas in Madras and Bombay both were included in one fund. 
The Madras Medical Fund was a charitable fund, maldng pro- 
vision for widows and orphans, as well as for extra annuities to 
officers retiring from the service ; the Bengal and Bombay 
‘i^edical. Funds were retiring funds only. 
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The last mentioned, the I.M.S.F.P. Fimd, is the only one 
which now exists ; and it, as described below, while making 
safe provision for widows and orphans of deceased members, 
is only a nominal fund, wth pro fdrnia accounts. 

- , ._The Bengal Civil Service Fund was instituted in Oct., 1804, 
to provide annuities for widows and children of deceased members. 
Subscription was made compulsory on all members of the B.C.S. 
from 1825, by a Letter from Court dated 17th Jan., 1823, pub- 
lished in Bengal Order dated 13th Jan., 1825. The B.C.S. had 
also an annuity fund, providing pensions of £1000 a year to 
members on retirement. Similar funds existed in Madras and 
Bomba5\ All these funds were subsequently amalgamated. The- 
assets, liabilities, and management of the amalgamated fund 
were transferred to the Secretary of State for India on ist June, 
1885, by Act 45 and 46 Victoria, cap. 45. This fund, of course, 
belonged to the I.C.S. alone ; officers of the army, including 
medical officers, having nothing to do with it. 


1 . Lord Clive’s Fund.* 

The oldest of the funds established in connection with the 
Indian Army is that originally known as the Military Fund. Its 
establishment being entirely due to Lord CUve, it gradually 
came to be knowm as Lord Chve’s Fund. 

The first mention of this fund seems to be in the Fort William 
Cons, of 14th April, 1766, wherein is reported Mr Jafar’s legacy 
of five lakhs to Chve, and the foundation of a fimd for invalid 
officers and soldiers. The same Cons, for 21st Jan., 1767, mention 
Clive’s resignation of his office of Governor of Bengal, and include 
a sketch of the plan for the formation of the fund. On nth May, 
1767, is entered a letter from Madras, proposing to extend the 
benefit ofiihe fund to widows. 

In an agreement, dated 6th April, 1770, between Clive and 
the E.I. Co., it is stated that five lakhs of sicca rupees, value 
£62,833 6s. Sd., bequeathed by Mir Jafar to Clive, and paid into ' 
the Company’s treasury at Calcutta, should be set aside to provide 
pensions for officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of 

* Much of this account of the fund is taken from a memorandum issued by 
the India Office. A brief history of the fund is also given in Broome’s 
of the Bengal Anny.-p. 561, and in the same \vork. Appendix AA., p. IviCis fijVJen 
Clive’s original letter to the Bengal Council, founding the fund. ^ 
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the Company’s army, invaKded by age, • wounds, or disease, 
also for their \vidows. To this sum was add^d three lakhs, 
value ;£37, 000, given by the then Nawab of Bengal,- Saif-ad-daulah, 
and paid into the Company’s treasury at Calcutta in 1767, These 
sums were to carry interest at eight per cent., and .the Company^ 
were to be perpetual trustees ; -the money was to rUiiiaih in the 
hands of the Company in London, who were to pa}^ annually 
£8043 135. 4<Z. as interest, to be used for pensions, uith effect from 
29th Sept., 1769. 

The rates of pensions were settled as — 

Commissioned and warrant officers, half pay. 

N.C.O.’s and soldiers, rates of Chelsea pensioners. 

Widows, one-fom'th of husband’s pay. 

Pensions were to be given only to those in necessitous circum- 
stances, possessed of less than certain sums, as detailed in the. 
regulations below. 

It was stipulated that, should the Company cease to maintain 
a mihtary or marine force, or ships, the five lakhs should revert 
to Clive, or to his heirs.. 

Up to 29th Sept., 1769, interest, amounting, to £24,126, had 
accrued on the capital of eight lakhs, and this sum was added to 
the capital of the fund.- ■ , ’ “ — 

In Minutes of 3rd Oct., 1770, the Court of Directors resolved 
that the twenty-two rules mentioned in a report from the Com- 
mittee for management and application of the Military Fund, 
dated 19th Sept., 1770, should be observed in transacting the 
business of the fund. These rules were published in Bengal G.O. 
of 23rd July, 1771. 

The Military Minutes of the Bengal Council, of 4th April, 

. ^ 7 ^ 3 > contain extracts from a General Letter from the. Court 
of Directors dated 12th July, 1782, among which is included the 
following order concerning the admission of medical officers to 
the benefits of the fund.. (Near the end the word has is used 
for have.) 

" Para. 77. It having appeared to our Committee for the management 
and application of the Military Fund, that no distinction has been made 
between the Surgeons serving in the Factories, and those attending the 
Army, and we are of Opinion that only those that serve with the Army are 
entitled to partake of the same Fund; we direct that certificates and recom- 
mendations for Pensions be granted in future to such Surgeons only as has 
been actually employed in the Army and Invalided.” 
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This order was answered by the Bengal Govt, in para, in 
of a Fort William General Letter, dated 5th April, 1783. 

" Military Fund — Surgeons. We have never granted Certificates for 
the Pension to Surgeons, or Assistant Surgeons, attached to the Civil 
Establishment ; nor do we recollect to have ever received any applications 
for' then!....The Fund is generally understood to be a Military Fund, and 
instituted solely for the Army.” 

The same order had been sent to Bombay in para. 6 of a' 
Letter from Court, dated 28th Aug., 1782. 

The following Regulations for the Admission of Pensioners 
on Lord Clive’s Fund are given in the East India Register for 1S13. 


" Every petitioning officer and soldier must produce a certificate from 
his commanding officer, of his being an invalid, and rendered incapable of 
further service in India, together with an approbation of such certificate by 
the Governor and Council of the Presidency where he shall have served. 

•' Every commissioned officer must previously make oath before his 
governor and council, viz., a colonel that he is not possessed of, or entitled 
to, real and personal property to the vadue of £4000, A lieut.-colonel, 
;^3ooo. A major, ;^25oo. A captain, £2000. A lieutenant, ;^iooo.' An 
ensign, £750. Officers’ widows must produce proof, on affidavit, that their 
husbands did not die possessed of property as above, 

” All commissioned, staff, or warrant officers to have half the ordinary 


they enjoyed whilst in service, viz.- 

Per annum. 

Per day. 

” A Colonel 

. £228 . 25 . 6d. 

or 1 25 . 6d 

Lt. Colonel 

. 182 . 10 . 0 

10 . 0 

Major .... 

. 136 . 7.6 

7 • 6 

Captain .... 

91 . 5-0 

5 • 0 

Lieutenant 

45 , 12 . 6 

2 . 6 

Ensign .... 

. 36 . 10 . 0 

2 . 0 

Surgeon .... 

91 . 5-0 

5 • 0 

Asst. Surgeon . 

. 45 . 12 . 6 

2 . 6 

Conductor of Ordnance . 

. 36 . 10 . 0 

2 . 0 


“ Their widows one half the above, to continue during their widowhood. 

” Serjeants of artillery to have ninepence per day, and those that have 
lost a limb one shilling per day. Privates of the artiller}' sixpence per daj', 
and those that have lost a limb ninepence per day. All other non-com- 
missioned officers and privates to have four pence tliree farthings per clay. 

" Officers and privates to be entitled from the period of their landing 
in England.” 

The above pensions from Lord Clive’s Fund were in addition 
to those given bjf the Company. 

A somewhat more liberal scale of pensions was granted in 
1819, in Military Despatch to Government of India, dated 21st 
July, i8ig, paras. 12-16. 
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By Act I and 2 George IV, cap. 61, it was provided that all 
niiclaiincd prize money belonging to sofediers or officers of the 
East India Company should go to Lord Iriive’s Fund, similar 
unclaimed prize money of sailors to the Poplaf ;^Hospital Fund. 

A Mily. Letter from Court, dated 2nd Junly. 1824, formally 
laid down that medical officers and chaplains, an(J\heir vAbws," 
w'crc eligible for pensions from Lord Clive’s Fund, at the following 
rates ; — 


"Members of tlie Medical Board, as Lieut. Colonels. 
Superintending Surgeons and Senior Chaplains, as Majors. 
Surgeons and Chaplains, as Captains. 

Assistant Surgeons, as Lieutenants.” 


This order was published in Bengal G.O. No. 316 of 14th Oct.; 
^ printed in the C.G. of 25th Oct., 1824, from which is quoted 

the folloA^&^'^'if^' 

i been 

pension, corresponding, as in the c^^® military officers, with the respective 


" Though several ladies, Chaplains, as well as of Surgeons, 

•have at different times ^ffraitted, no rate has been fixed for their 


ranks of their deceased husbands." \ 


Widows received one-half of tii\“ amounts to which their 
husbands would have been entitled. payments, from the 

fund were calculated at the rat^ of Infantt^y pay. 

Medical officers had always been cohSfufeeH eligible for 
pensions from Lord CHve’s Fund, though for some years only 
those actually doing mihtary duty were admitted to its benefits. 
In many cases also the widows of medical officers had, from time 
to time, been granted pensions from the fund. The Madras Mily. 
Cons, of 27th June, 1774, note the grant of a pension from the 
fund to Jean Suffrein, widow of Assistant Surgeon Bartholomew 
Suffreiii. A Letter from Court, dated 5th April, 1776, in para. 28 , 
also refers to Mrs. Suffrein’s pension, and, while requiring further . 
certificates, shows that the pension was duly granted. On the 
other hand, in 1782, a pension from the fund was refused to Marie 
Ther6seTenier, widow of Assistant SurgeonTenier. She represented 
her poverty, and requested the usual pension granted to those 
in her circumstances, in a petition dated Chingleput, i6th Jidy, 
1782 ; but in answer was referred to the vestry forYelief.f Both 


* The same order is published in Bombay G.O. of 8th Oct., 1824, quoted m 
the Asiatic Journal, June, 1825, p. 704. 
t Madras Mily, Cons., 29th July, 1782. 


THE FUNDS 


463 

Suffrein and Teiiier were Frenchmen, both were Assistant Surgeons. 
Sufirein had ten years’ service when he died at EUore on 5th May, 
1774.' Tenier had served over eleven years when he died at 
Chingleput in July, 1782. Tenier, however, appears to have 
been’ employed altogether on civil duty, Sufirein in the army, 
'accounts for the difference in the treatment accorded to 
their vidows. 

The Bengal Minutes of Council of loth Nov., 1783, contain 
an entry — 

" Ordered that the widow of Surgeon Major Ford be allowed from the 
period of Ford’s death the established pension to Surgeons’ widows, but 
no more." 


As Surgeon Majors had been granted the rank of Major from 
ist Jan., 1781, it would seem that Mrs. Ford should have received 
a pension at a higher rate than the widow of a Surgeon, whose 
rank was that of Captain. 

The Bengal Minutes of Council of 20th June, 1785, record the 
admission of Mrs. Mary Harrison, tvidow of Surgeon George 
Harrison, on Clive’s Fund. Unlike Mrs. Ford, she was lucky 
to get a pension at the rates given to the widows of Surgeons and 
Captains, for Harrison had only six years’ service when he died. 

Pensions were granted, in 1793, to the Nvidow of Head Surgeon 

William Gordon, and in 1797 to the -widow of Colly Lyon Lucas, 
second member of the Madras Medical Board. The following 
extracts from Mily. Letters from Fort St. George report the 
grants : — 


“ 2ort Sept. 1793, para. 7. Gordon soon after his arrival was 
appointed Head Surgeon- at Masulipatam but is since dead and has left a 
Widow and several Children destitute Support. Recommend that 
Surgeons who are compelled to retire from the Service by Age or Infirmity, 
and -the Families of those who have no other means of subsistence, 
•partake of Lord Clive’s fund upon taking the usual Oaths of Qualification. 

" 2«^ Oct. 1795, para. 12. The widow of the late Surgeon Gordon mil 
be informed that she -will be entitled to a Pension." 

” 25*^ Feby. 1796, para. 31. Widow of late Surgeon Gordon a 
on the Military Fund.’’ ' . , , .r the 

" 20*^ Janry. 1797, para. 198. Pension to Lncas pai . ,jyjtajy 
^bsistence of a Colonel, being the Rank her Husband held on tb 

EstabUshment. Head 

Para, igg, pension to M” Gordon, Widow of T„cas's,” * 
iirgeon. Her Pension settled on the same principles as 

* ^bstracts^ Letters from Madras, yol. IV, 1786-97. PP- ^ 


raised; members of the Medical Jboard to Uolonei, and buper- 
intending Surgeons to Lieut. Colonel. 

By Act 3 and 4 WiUiam IV, cap. 85, it was ordered that 
the E.I. Co. should close their commercial business, after 22nd, 
April, 1834. Accordingly from that date they ceased to employ 
thdr fleet of Indiamen. 

By Act 21 and 22 Viet, cap.^ 106, all the sovereign and 
territorial rights of the East India Company were transferred 
to the Crown, and by, section 56 it was enacted that the rnilitary 
and naval forces of the Company, should be deemed the Indian 
‘ military and naval forces of the Crown. 

. On 12th July, i860, the legal representatives of Lord Clive, 
filed a bin ior the return of Lord Clive’s five lakhs, plus five- 
eighths of the £24,000 interest. This bill was -dismissed by the 
Master of the Rolls on 6th Dec., 1861. On appeal, the House 
of Lords reversed the decision, on 21st May, 1863, and ordered 
the repayment to Clive’s heirs of the five lakhs. 
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Tenier had served over eleven when h«^ died ul 

Orinelepnt in Jnly, 1782. Tenier, however, appeavsi (o have 
been emploved altogether on civil duly, StilTreni in (he army, 
‘■'‘"Wch sccoiits for the difference in llic Ircalmonl. accorded lo 

their %vidows. 

The Bengal Minnies of Council of 10th Nov., 1703, c(»nlani 
an entry — 

" Ordered that the xridow of Surgeon Major Ford !)c .'vllowcd from I ho 
period ofJFFord’s death the established pension to Surgeons’ widows, bui. 
no more.” 

As Surgeon ilajors had been granted the rank of Major from 
1st Jan.,i7Si,it would seem that Airs. Ford should have received 
a penaon at a higher rate than the widow of a Surgeon, who.se 
rank was that of Captain. 

The Bengal Minutes of Council of 20th June, 1785, record (he 
adimsnon of Airs, Alary Harrison, widotv of Surgeon George 
Harrison, on CEve’s Fund. Unlike Airs. Ford, she was lucky 
to get a penaon at the rates given to the widow? of Surgeons and 
Captains, for Harrison had onh’ sis years' serrice when he died. 

>'C£ppns were granted, in 1703, ^ tu jxuisjons 

had afsisribie only lo sorvanis of. (he 

Company, the amcentias graduilr ci.v^nished, and payinenlo 
will soon cease. 

In 1846 the Govenmer.t ef stated tliat I/;rd Oive’'i 
Fund existed as sz<h :r, r,arr.e, hi '.csg long rdnoe been 
exhausted, and was indebted f?r ti:e o'.v.trr.venoe oj the :-,upp'/ri 
it still afforded to the bevnty of the Gov-'rmment of fridjjo 
{Jameson's Code, 1Z50, ps..^e Cyz, 

A short note on the fund was y-ibh'hed the /den.yJ Army 
L%si for 1882, By this time the t»er.'dyr.e ve-" ^ v 


not adnussible to officers retired 

retiring pension* «• tr, S 

om, to the same ammr.ts as -ix. -> 

I"«. reje; y^.,^ , 

H.r.M.S.— VOL, I. 
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Subalterns and Assistant Surgeons * of less than three years’ 
service in India, conipelled to quit the service by wounds received 
in action, or by ill health contracted on duty ; likewise those of 
between three and six years’ service who were otherwise dis- 
abled, were eligible for pensions from the fund, of ^^45 12s. 
psr annum, the same rate as in 1813. 

Pensions were granted from the fund, to widows not owning 
property, to the same amounts as those fixed in 1813, at the 
following rates, all somewhat lower than the rates of 1813. 


Colonel, and Member of Medical Board 
Lt.-Colonel, and Superintending Surgeon • 
Major ...... 

Captain and Surgeon 

Lieutenant and Asst. Surgeon 

Senior Apothecary .... 

Apothecary 

Steward ...... 

Asst. Apothecary and Asst. Steward . 


£ s. d, 

93 2 10 per annum. 

74 8 8 

55 14 6 

37 4 4 

18 10 2 „ 

18 10 I „ ■ 

14 4. 3 
950 

644 


11 . The Bengal Military Orphan Society.f 
This Society was projected in 1782 by Captain W. Kirkpatrick 
of the Bengal Army. Proposals for its establishment were 
circulated to officers of the army in Aug., 1782, and accepte^ 
with only a few dissentients..w;;fTl;c- L(p -j:;ox^-'v>live^s Fund; was 
E3n:e Coote, approved,^rj?' Medical Board to Colonel, and Super- 
and accepted_^eons to Lieut. Colonel. 

befosy’Act 3 and 4 William IV, cap. 85, it was ordered that 
the E.I. Co. should close their commercial business, after 22nd 
April, -1834. Accordingly from that date they ceased to employ 
their fleet of Indiamen. 

By Act 21 and 22 Viet, cap., 106, aU the sovereign and 
territorial rights of the East India Company were transferred 
to the Crow, and by, section 56 it was enacted that the military 
and naval forces of the Company, should be deemed the Indian 
■ military and naval forces of the Crown. 

. On 12th July, i860, the legal representatives of Lord Clive 
filed, a bill for the return of Lord Clive’s five lakhs, plus five- 
eighths of the ;^24,ooo interest. This bill was. dismissed by the 
Master of the Rolls on 6th Dec., 1861. On appeal, the House 
of Lords reversed the decision, on 21st May, 1863, and ordered 
the repayment to Clive’s heirs of the five lakhs. 
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in para. 18, gives orders on the subject, {Ahsiracis, Despatches to 
Beiigal, Vol. II, 1785-97). 

” Orphan Society — ^have no objection to the arrangement for providing 
for some of the Boys belonging thereto in the Medical Department, but 
must not be a pretence for appointing them Surgeons or Assistant Surgeons.” 

Tliis scheme does not appear to have been carried out at 
this time, but twenty years later it bore fruit, in 1812, as described 
in Chap. XXVII, The Uiicovenanted and Subordinate Medical 
Services. 

In 1790 the upper and lower schools were separated, the latter 
being left at Howrah ; the former transferred to Kidderpur House, 
which was rented for the purpose at Rs.450 a month, and in 
1798 purchased by the Society for Rs.75,000. Kidderpur House 
is a very fine building, standing in large grounds, on the south 
side of Tolly’s nala. It was once the residence of Richard Barwell. 
Up to 1911 there were still about a dozen elderly ladies living 
there, the last survivors of the female orphans there educated. 
In that year the institution was closed, and the survivors pensioned. 
The house and grounds must be worth a very large sum now, 
though considerable portions of the grounds were made over, 
during the nineteenth century, to the Zoological Gardens and 
to the Meteorological Observatory. 

_ In 1810 the boys’ school was separated from that of the 
girls, who remaiiaed at Kidderpur. Boys educated in India were 
.^aced at a suitable school ; after its opening, chiefly at St. Paul’s 
■ bol, Darjiling. 

Subsequently the Lower Orphan School for soldiers’ daughters 
also moved to Kidderpur, and housed in a smaller building 
^ grounds. The inmates of tliis school died out many years 
the European troops of the Company having been absorbed 
the Royal Army after the Mutiny, when the Croum took 
■ the Government of India from the Compan3^ 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 3rd Jan., 1799, 
ain an order, quoted from , a G.O. of Z3rd Dec., 1798, that 
'.ons and Assistant Surgeons in the Cml Department are, 
with those in military empl05% .bound to contribute to the 
' Orphan Fund. This order was reissued in a G.O. of 2nd 
:22, published in the C.G, of 8th Aug., 1822, with the 
bat the orders of Dec., 1798, have been overlooked. 
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" Orphan Society.' We have contributed 40,000 rupees towards the 
support of this -institution. The. Managers have engaged to refund, the 
same should the Court disapprove -the measure." 

The orphans, legitimate or illegitimate, of all subscribers to 
tlie fund,' were admissible on the fund from the date of their 
father’s death. Children bom in wedlock might remain with 
their mother or guardian, illegitimate children with any person 
approved by the authorities of the fund, to the age of five years, 
a monthly sum of twenty-two rupees being allowed for the main- 
tenance of each child. On attaining the age of five, legitimate 
children were sent to England, illegitimate children to the 
Society’s schools, where they were educated. 

The allowances payable to each child in England were, at 
first, £35 a year for boys, and £40 for girls, payable up to the 
age of fourteen, when they ceased. Later these amounts were 
raised to £33 under six years of age, £44 above that age, for boys, 
payable up to the age of nineteen, when a final grant, or apprentice 
fee, was given to them, ;^io5 in England, Rs.833 in India. Girls 
who became orphans and caine on the fund after ist Jan., 1856, 
received £33 a year under the a^e of six, £49 los. from six to 
eighteen, and ;^40 per annum after the age of eighteen, till marriage 
or death. A marriage portion was also .given to daughters, at 
first Rs.iooo ; later ^^150 in England or Rs.1500 in India. Passage 
money was also paid for the children when sent to England. 

'In 1796 a rule was passed that no child bom before the father 
had become a subscriber, or after he had ceased 'to subscribe, 
should be eligible for the benefits of the fund. The s_chool, 

. though mainly for the benefit of orphans, also took children 
whose fatliers were living, for another rule of 1796 laid down that 
an officer, going on furlough, must deposit Rs.5000 to. meet the 
expenses of each child left at school. 

On 8th March, 1786, Colonel Thomas Deane Pearse, command- 
ing the' Bengal Artillery, Deput}^ Governor of the Societj^ sug- 
gested settling the orphans in the Sundarbans, as a colony, 
giving grants of lands, to sons of officers one hundred acres each, 
to sons of soldiers fifty acres ; half these amounts to daughters 
as a marriage portion. Nothing came of this scheme. 

About 1791 or 1792 a scheme was originated in Calcutta for 
training boys from the orphan school for employment as Medical 
Subordinates. A Mity. Letter from Court, dated 25th June, i793j 
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" <'! j'hnn jrSy 
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this jjjr.o. bill iws nly y<’ais later it Iws* fruit, in 1812, as dc.scribcd 
in rha);. XXVIl, Thr thirmraanUd SuhortHuaic Medical 

>cr,'i(fr. 


In tin- v.]>}n-r a.nd lower schotsls were separated, the latter 
1» isn; Iftt at Hsjwt.dt ; the former transferred to Kidderpur House, 
w.i- }s-5tietl for tlie purposs; at 1C,S..J50 a month, and in 
170S pnj*.ha*-* sl by the Society b»r Hs.75,000. Kidderpur House 
j' a Y< ry Ssn*- buildisji;, stajtdmt; in latp; grounds, on the south 


,'^sd'' of Tolly T r;,}/.}. 


It w.is nnce. the residence of Richard Barwell. 


Vp to ion theje Wi se still about a dozen elderly ladic.s living 
there, the l.;<t suiviv<‘ 5 S of the female, orphans there educated. 
In tha.t year the instinni<*n was closed.and the surnvors pensioned. 
I’he liouse ajtd grotmds must be worth a very large sum now, 
thotjjdt e<in;>iderablc portions of the grounds were made over, 
dujijig l}je ninetcentli century, to the Zoological Gardens and 
to th<’ M*-t*;ctrolo[;ic;d Observatory. 

In 1810 the bo\v' school was separated from that of the 
who lemained ;st Kidderpur. Boy.s educated in India were 
pla.ced at a suitable school ; after its opening, chieny at St. Paul’s 
Hchor.l, H.njiling. 

Subseq\u-ntly tlu- L<»wer Orphan School for soldiers’ daughters 
w:i< .'.Iso moved to Kidderpur, and housed in a smaller building 
in the grmmds. Tin; inmate.s of this school died out many 3'ears 
ago, the Bur<tpe.'m troop.s of the Company hanng been absorbed 
into the Roj’al Armj' after the Mutin)', when the Crown took 
over the Government j)f India from the Compan3^ 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 3rd Jan., 1799, 
contain an order, quoted from a G.O. of 23rd Dec., 1798, that 
Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons in the Civil Department are, 
equall3’ with tho.se in mililar3' empIo3', bound to contribute to the 
Militaiy Orphan Fund. This order was reissued in a G.O. of 2nd 
Aug., 1822, published in the C.G. of 8th Aug., 1S22, with the 
remark that the orders of Dec., 179S, have been overlooked. 
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The Military Orphan Press was started in 1803, and in 1863 
was transferred to Government, having made a profit of twelve 
lakhs during the sixty years of its existence. 

From Jan.,' 1856, greatly increased rates of subscription were 
levied as follows : — 


Colonels and Inspector Generals, per month 
Lt.-Cols., D.I.G.'s, and Surgeon-Majors of 
20 years’ service .... 
Majors and Surgeon-Majors . . 

Captains and Surgeons .... 
Lieutenants and Asst. Surgeons ■ . . . 


In England. In India. 

£239 Rs. 21-14 o 

I 15 o 17 8 O 

163 13 2 O 

17 O 8 12 O 

no 5 7 ‘6 


At the same time contributions for children were required, 
one rupee or two shillings per month for each boy, three rupees 
or six shillings for each girl, and the benefits of the fund extended 
to all subscribers’ children, without reference to their pecuniary 
circumstances. 

The assets, liabilities, and management of the Bengal "Military 
Orphan Fund were transferred to Government on loth Sept., 1866, 
by Act 29 Victoria, cap. 18. The transfer of the fimd to Govt, 
was notified in G.O.G.G. of 9th June, 1868, which is quoted in 
I.M.D. Circs, for that year. 


III. The Bengal Military "Widows’ Fund. 

This fund was instituted on ist Jan., 1806. Its rules are 
given in the East India Register for 1813. The code contains 
thirty-two articles, filling seven pages of small print, and is too 
long to quote in full. The following is an .abstract of the chief 
rules : — 

Subscriptions were at the following rates per month : — 

/is unmarried 
As metnber. subscriber. 

" Majors and Head (Superintending) Surgeons . Rs.25 Rs.8 

Captains and Surgeons 16 5 

Subalterns and Assistant Surgeons ... 9 3 ” 

Officers who joined the fund as unmarried subscribers before ist . 
Jan., 1809, became full members, oh marriage, without donation, 
after tluree years’ subscription as unmarried subscribers. For 
those who joined after that date five years’ unmarried subscrip- 
tion was required to escape payment of a donation on marriage. 
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Otherwise the following donations were exacted- on marriage, 
varying according to the length of time for which an officer had 
been an unmarried subscriber. 

3-5 years, a-3 yearsr Under 2 years, 

“ Major and Head Surgeon . . Rs.400 Rs.800 Rs.1200 

Captain and Surgeon . . . 250 500 750 

' Subaltern and Assistant Surgeon . 150 300 450 " 

No married officer could become a fuU member whose wfe 
was not actually in Bengal at the time he joined. ^Vhen he 
married, or when liis wife arrived in India, if he did not join the 
fund uuthin three months, but wished to join later, the donations, 
as well as the subscription rates for the months which had expired, 
were doubled. Applicants for membership had to submit a 
health certificate, and also their marriage certificates. Officers 
were permitted to subscribe at the rates, and for the widows’ 
pensions, of a rank higher than their own, on the payment of 
certain donations, by no means large in proportion to the ordinary 
fixed donations ; e,g. the liighest, that payable by a subaltern 
who wished to subscribe for the pension of a colonel’s widow, 
was only Rs.800. Donations were exacted on promotion to a 
higher rank. Members retiring or going on furlough could either 
continue their montlily subscriptions, or could become permanent 
members, on pa3nnent of certain large donations. A -widower 
was allowed to subscribe at tlie unmarried rates, and to rejoin 
as a full member if he married again. A member could withdraw 
at any time, on forfeiture of all claims on the fund, but was not 
entitled to a refund of any of his subscriptions. 

The property of the fxmd was invested in Company’s paper, 
in the names of the President and Managers of the fund, who were 
elected by the members, from among members resident in Calcutta. 

The pensions given by the ftmd were as follows : — 


' 

In India, per month. 

In England, per annum. 

1 

Rs. a. p. 

£ 

Widows of Colonels 

200 0 0 

300 

„ Lt.-Colonels . 

166 10 8 

250 

„ Majors 

133 5 4 

200 

„ Captains and Surgeons . 

100 0 0 

150 

Subalterns and Assistant 

1 


Surgeons . 

66 10 8 

100 


This fund was merged in the Bengal New Military Fund from 
ist.Nov., 1824. 
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IV. The Bengal New Military Fund. 

This fund, as stated above, took the place, of and absorbed 
the Bengal Military Widows’ Fund from ist Nov., 1824. The 
donations, subscriptions, and widows’ pensions, as laid down in 
1824, were as follows : — - _ 


Donations on Joining. 



In India. 

In Europe. 


Unmarried. 

Married. 

Unmarried. 


Class 1. Colonels 

Rs. 

1000 

Rs. 

2000 

£ s. d. 

37 10 0 

£ s. d. 
250 0 0 

II. Lt.-Cols. and Members 
Medical Board 

500 

1120 

30 0 0 

0 

0 

0 

W 

„ III. Majors, Superintending 
Surgeons and Chaplains 

420 

840 

22 10 0 

105 0 0 

„ IV. Captains and Surgeons . 

300 

600 

15 0 0 

75 0 0 

„ V. Lieutenants and Asst. 
Surgeons . 

180 

360 

7 10 0 

45 0 0 

„ VI. Comets, Ensigns and 
and Lieuts. 

120 

240 

5 12 0 

30 0. 0 


Monthly Subscriptions. 


Class 

I. . 





30 

48 

I 

5 

0 

6 

0 

0 

If 

II. . 





18 

27 

I 

0 

0 

3 

7 

G 

*1 

III. . 





14 

'21 

0 

15 

0 

2 

12 

6 

II 

IV. . 





8 

- -I3 

0 

ro 

0 

I 

12 

6 

II 

V. . 





5 

8 

0 

-5 

0. 

t 

0- 

0 

II 

VI. . 





3 

6 

0 

3 

6 

0 

15 

0 


Widows’ Pensions. 



In India, per monlh. 

In Europe, per annum. 







Rs. a. 

P* 

■ £ s. d. 

Class 

I. 





228 2 

0 

342 3 9 

II 

II. 





182 8 

0 

273 15 0 

11 

III. 





136 14 

0 

205 6 3 

II 

IV. 



• 


91 4 

0 

136 7 6 ■ 

II 

V. 





62 8 

0 

•93 15 0 

II 

VI. 





50 0 

0 

75 0 0 


These wdows’ pensions were exclusive of, and in addition to, 
pensions given from Lord Clive’s Fund. A note states that the 
annuities, as first circulated, were copied from the regulations 
in force in. the Madras and Bombay funds, and the amounts 
therein given included those from Lord Clive’s Fund. 

Subscription to the fund ‘was made compulsory for the com- 
batant ranks from 30th Aug., 1826, for medical officers from 1834. 
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A widow's jtension ceased on remarriage, but rc\dvcd on a 
second widowhood. K the widow were entitled to a pension 
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frpm the fund from two previous husb'ands, she could receive 
only one pension, but might draw the higher of the two. A 
vidow coming on the fund prior to ist Jan., 1856, received Rs.iooo 
as passage money to Europe ; later than that date Rs.500 from 
the fund, while a second sum of Rs.500 might be insured by special 
payments by. her husband. 

Subscribers to the fund were also entitled to certain benefits 
for themselves, as well as those provided for their widows. A 
subscriber under the rank of Major, whose pay was less than 
Rs.640 per month, and not possessed of Rs.5000, if he had to go 
on furlough on sick certificate, received, if unmarried, Rs.800 
as passage money home, £80 as passage money back to India ; 
if married, half these amounts. If not possessed of Rs.2000, he 
could draw a further sum for equipment, on going home, Rs.300 
if unmarried, half that amount if married. A subaltern going 
on sick leave, not possessing the sum of Rs.1500, and declaring 
his intention of returning to India, drew £$o a year, if single, 
half that amount if married. 

The assets, liabilities, and management of this fund were 
made over to the Secretary of State for India from loth Sept., 

1866, in accordance with the terms of Act 29 Viet., cap. 18.* 

* 

V. The Madras Military Fund.f . 

The foundation of this fund was sanctioned in a despatch 
from Court dated Jan., 1795,$ but it was not actually instituted 
till April, 1808. Its objects were (i) to provide for the widows 
and orphans of ofiicers, left destitute of an- adequate maintenance ; 
(2) to enable destitute sick ofiicers to return home for their 
health; (3) to afford destitute subalterns an allowance while 
at home ; (4) to grant passage money to India to destitute oificers 
on sick leave at home. It was optional to 'join the fund; a 
donation of one month's pay was required on joining ; sub- 
scriptions were paid by montWy stoppages from pay. § 

The pensions granted to widows were fixed at the following 
rates : widows of Colonels, 5s. od. ; Lieut.-Colonels, £365 ; 
Majors, £2^3 15s. od. ; Captains and Surgeons, ^^182 los. od. ; 

* Gazette of India, 27th Oct., 1866, No. 3014. 
t The information is mostly taken from ihe'East India Register. . 
j Wilson. History of the Madras Army, Vol. II, p. 270. 

§ Ibid., Vol. Ill, p. 226. 



THE EUKDS 


•175 


Caj^liun-l.iciUs., i 150 ; l-imUs. ami Assistant Surgeons, 5(^125 ; 
luisigns, £100. These pensions were subject to the following 
<lo(Juctions : (a) Any jx'nsions granted from Lord Clive's Fund, 
(b) any income, other than children'.^ annuities, exceeding half 
the widow s pension. The possession of r.ertain rates of income 
from oil’.er sourci-s excluded from all benefits from the fund ; 
vi?,. Colonel, /fiS.} ys.Cui.; Lieut. -Colonel, C547 los. or/.; Major, 
C.JJO i2.<. 6./. ; Cajttain, £273 Ss. or/. ; Captain-Licut., £225 ; 
Lie\it., £187 105. otf, ; Ensign. £150. Annuities were granted 
to children, irrei-jH'c.live of their late father's rank ; under seven 
year.'i of age, £30 a year ; seveji to ten year.s, £.j5 ; ten to eighteen 
yi'ars, /60. At eighlecji years of age boys received a gratuity 
the prn'-i<»ns to girls were continued till marriage or 

death. 


In May, 1830. it was found necessary to raise considerably^ the 
pnymejtts required from members. Donations were exacted on 
joining, on marriagi^, and on promotion from class to class ; 
c.g. an .•\>sislant Surgeon had to pay a donation on joining of 
£80 if married, /.jo if single. The widows' pensions were also 
reduced l<t r.ites considerably lower than before; Lieut. -Colonel 
and nu mbi-r of Medical Board, £208 15.S. od . ; Major and 
, Suprrintending Surgeon, £iSi ii.v. 3^/. ; Captain and Surgeon, 
t7.v. 61/. ; Lieut, and Assistant Surgeon, £10235. gd. The 
r.ites <if children's pensions were .slightly raised, those of sons 
cojitintied to the age of twenty-one, and the gratuity to sons 
dropjxd. 

Medical ofiicer.*^ were eligible for membor.ship of this fund up 
to j 8.}7. I'rmn that year they' were no longer allowed to join, 
having a similar special fund of their own ; but those who had 
previously’ joined continued their inember.ship. 

This fund w.is taken over by Government at the same datt'. 
and on the stone terms as the Bengal New Military Fund, 

A I)es])atrh from Court, dated /jth March, 1789, in para. i\2, 
S])eaks of an Asylum for h'enude ()ri)hans at Madras, to which 
Govonimenl contributed five rujices ])er orjihan per mouth. 
Another Military Letter, of if,lh Dec., 3700, in ])ara. 18, juenlions 
an Asylum there for male orphans. Hut these orphamiges do 
not appear to have had .any speeijd cojmectioji with (he army. 
The latter, for malr* orj)ha)is, was founded by' the wife of Sir 
Archibald Campbell, the Governor, in 3780. 
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VI. The Bombay Military Fund.* 

This fund was instituted on ist May, 1816, its objects being 
much the same as those of the Madras fund. Donations were 
. required oh joining, marriage, and promotion. The rules were 
revised in 1827, and again in 1831. . The donations; ^subscri ptio ns, 
and pensions, according to the rules of 1831, were aV follows : — 


A. — ^Donations on Joining. 


Class. 


Widower with 
diildren. 

Unmarried, and 
childless widower 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

I. Colonel ..... 
11. Lt.-Colonel and Member Medical 

3000 

2250 

1500 

Board .... 

III. Major, Supg. Surgeon and 

1800 

1350 

900 

Senior Chaplain . 

1400 

1050 

700 • 

IV. Captain, Surgeon, and Chaplain 

900 

670 

450 

V. Lieutenant, and Asst. Surgeon 

600 

450 

300 

VI. Cornet or Ensign 

400 

300 

200 


Equivalent rates in sterling were payable by an officer who 
joined the Fund while at home. The monthly subscriptions were 
much higher in India than in Europe. 


B. — ^Monthly Subscriptions. 


Class. 

Married, and widower with children. 

Unmarried, and chadless widower. 

In Europe. 

In India. 



I. 

miQi 

Rs. a. 

64 2 

£ s. d- 

150- 

Rs. a. 

43 0 

II. 


34 2 

100 

23 0 

III. 


27 3 

0 16 0 

iS S 

IV. 


17 0 

0 10 6 

11 I 

V. 


9 3 

066 

6 2 



7 2 

o' 5 3 

5 0 


The pensions are shown in three columns : first, the full 
pension received by the widow ; second, the amount payable from 
Lord Chve’s Fund; third, the balance, payable by the MihtaiyFund. 


C. — ^Widows’ Pensions. 


Class. 

Full amount. 

From Clive’s Fund. 

Balance, paid by 
'Military Fund. 


£ 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

I 

300 

114 I 3 

185 18 9 

II 

250 

' 91 5 0 

-158 15 0 

Ill 

200 

68 8 9 

131 II 3 

IV 

150 

45 12 6 

104 7 0 

V 

125 

22 16 3 

102 3 9 

VI 

100 

18 5 0 

81 15 0 


* Information taken chiefly from the rules of the fund, as given in the East 
India Register for 1836. 
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Th«' jH'nsionii uf chiklroii wt'ie — 


n. — Cnu.tninN's rnKsuoNs, 


i 

C'v.-ii vt.u". of ai;r , . . . 

Si v'cn t«t t' n yc<u’' »«;*' . • • 

"IVn !o rij vc.h '. o{ inv' . . •. 

i 


Ni> 

Fatlicrk^^, 

c 

7 . ~ ' 1 

t 5 . .1. 

iz 10 

» 1 

15 0 0 


0 ! 

22 10 0 

■\r> '* 

0 1 

30 0 0 


Tiu‘sc* anidunts were considerably increased if the parents 
had paid donalions <»n the birth of each child, Rs.ioo for a son, 
R.s. 200 for a datiyhter. 

In May, 1850. rules were )>asscd that the pensions of sons 
should continue to the atje of eighteen, wlion thc}^ received a 
gratuity of /225 ; those of daughters continued till marriage or 
death. 

Tlte fund also gave he.nents t«» subscribers in need themselves, 
going honu' ftn sick leave, similar to those given b}- the Bengal 
and Madras fundi^. 

’Hiis fund w.is taken <»vcr by Gf>vernmcnt at the same date 
and on the same terjus as the Bengal and Madras Military Funds. 


VII. The Bengal Medical Retiring Fund.* 

This fund w.is started, with effect from ist Jan., 1833. It 
was sanctioned in a Mily. Letter from Court, dated iith Juty, 
183.J, and published in Beng.'il G.O. of loth Dee., 1834, given 
below. The deed which actuall)' constituted the fund was 
drawn up in 1S36. 

”J'ort WHtiam, Dfrewher 10'*, 183.J. The following paragraphs of a 
niilitarj’ lettor, dated 11*’' July, 183.1, from the Hon. the Court of Directors 
to the Governor of the Prc.sjdcncy of Fort William, arc published for 
general information. 

" [I-cttcr from , dated 22"*’ November 1833, paragrjiphs r to 4, — 

Submit a memorial from the Medical Officers, prajdng tlie Court to give 
their support to a sepanate medical retiring fund, and to bestow similar 
benefits to those granted to the Madras Medical retiring fund, wth reference 
to donation, nates of interest, and exchange.] 

" I. We arc prcp.arcd to sanction the institution of a separate retired 
fund for the medical officers upon your establishment, but we cannot 
consent to grant, to it any specific donation, nor any advantages in tire 
shape of interest or exchange beyond those mentioned in our despatch, 
dated 6*’* Marcli, 1832. 


* Most of the information gi\'cn is taken from an India Office memo. 
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" 2. Neither can we allow of the remittance tlirongh our treasury of so 
large a number of annuities of ;^30o as will provide for six being annually 
'granted. The number must be limited to three, which is a full proportion 
relatively with that which we fixed for the military service in the event of a 
retired fund being instituted by the army. ” 

A meeting of the subscribers to the fund, held in Calcutta^ 
on -17th Dec., 1834, Surgeon F. Corbyn in the chair, agreed to 
the terms laid down by the Court in the above despatch, and 
decided on the formal institution of the fund, wth effect -from 
1st Jan., 1833. 

The fund was open for admission, as members and subscribers, 
to all officers of the Bengal Medical Service, except Assistant 
Surgeons who had given up promotion. The rates of sub- 
scription for various ranks were fixed by Clause IV ; they might 
be increased by vote of the subscribers, but under Clause V 
might not exceed certain maximum sums, as follows : — 


Rate fixed. Kfaximum rate. 


Members, Medical Board 

. Rs.I20 

Rs.240 

Superintending Surgeons . 

80 

160 

Surgeons .... 

28 

56 

180 Senior Assistant Surgeons . 

. 16 

32 

Next sixty do. 

. 10 

20 

Remaining do. 

6 

12 


These amounts were payable.ih w‘^^« rupees, .worth about one 
anna per rupee more than Company's rupees ; they were deducted 
from pay monthly (Clause VI). . 

Under Clause VII each member, on joining, had to pay up, 
foiur months' subscription, at the rate fixed for his class, as a 
donation. 

A subscriber, suspended or dismissed from the Service, 
forfeited, under Clause X, all his interest in the fund, but, if 
reinstated, was readmitted to its benefits, bn paying arrears of 
subscription for the time he was under suspension or out of the 
Service. 

Under Clause XVI a secretary was appointed, whose salary 
was subsequently fixed at Rs.250 per month, with Rs.ioo for 
office establishment. Clauses XII to XV dealt with the Com- 
mittee of Management. This Committee consisted of eight 
members, subscribers to the fund, resident in Calcutta or Fort 
William, elected by general vote of the members of the fund. _ 
The two senior members of Committee had to retire each year. 
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but were eligible fur rc-elerlion. Clauses XVII to XXI dealt with 
the management uf bnsin<‘ss by the Committee, including the 
apjKtiniment of a London Agent {Clause XVIll). The fund 
was unfortunate in its choice of its first Agents, the firm of Messrs. 
Cockerell, Larpent, and Co., who became bankrupt almost im- 
mediately, .after which Messrs, t'ontts and. Co. took up the 
.agency. 

Under Clause XXV the Fund gave .si.v annuities of 
year each, which wire claimable by the si.v senior members 
serving, every year. Should any of thc-sc six not desire to accept 
the .•mnuily, the offer passed do\ni the Service by seniority, 
those who declined th<* offer one j'oar being, of course, eligible 
for the anmhtii’s gr.inted in the following year. These annuities 
well' allotted at the third cjnarlerly general meeting of members, 
held on tin* sceond Monday of July e.ich year (Clause XXVII) ; 
the members who got the offer of them bad to notify their accept- 
ance or ri'fusal before 31st Oct. ; and those who took them were 
bound to ridirc from the Service before the 31st March following. 
Under Clause XXIV a subseriber, after completing seventeen 
year.<' service in India, miglit retire from the Scr%ncc, without 
prejudice to his future ehance of getting an annuity. I-Iis sub- 
scriptions ceased from the date of his retirement, but, if he 
subsocpiently got an annuity, he had to pay up all arrears of 
subscrijition from the dale of his retirement to the date when he 
got the annuity. Under Clause XXIII a subscriber must have 
paid up half the value of his annuity into the fund in subscriptions ; 
if he had not done so, he had to paj’ up the balance before he 
could get the annuity. 

Under Clause XXV Assistant Surgeons who gave up promotion, 
forfeited all interest in llic fund. Clause XXVI provided that 
officers of a higher rank wlio gave up further promotion did not 
forfeit their interest in the fund, but had to subscribe at the 
higher rates which they would have had to pay if they had 
accepted promotion. 

Clause XXXIII pro\ 4 ded that subscribers who retired, or 
were pensioned, before the completion of seventeen years’ seiAdce, 
lost tlieir interest in the fund, but might receive a refund of the 
whole, or part, of their subscriptions, by a general vote of the 
members. Clause XXXIV provided that subscribers invalided, 
or placed upon half pay, on account of ill health, with less than 
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seventeen years’ se^^ace, should receive back all their subscrip- 
tions. This clause, was rescinded, except as regards present 
members, at a meeting held oh 13th April, 1840. 

The. formation of the Retiring Fund was approved in para- 
graphs I to 5 of Mity. Letter from Court No. 15, dated 6th- 
March, 1832, pubhshed in G.O. No. 97 of i8th June, 1832 ; 
stipulating, however, that the number of annuities must not 
exceed twelve in Bengal, eight in Madras, and four in Bombay. 
]\Iil5^ Letter No. 5, of 8th Jan., 1836; from the Court, sanctioned 
the scheme, and made subscription compulsory on aU Assistant 
Surgeons joining after that date. Financial Letter No. 8, from 
the Court, dated 20th Sept., 1854, approved of the grant of a 
seventh annuit}^ of £300 yeaxly, on the ground that, between 
1833 and 1854, the strength of the Ser\dce had increased from 
350 to 410. 

In 1868, an eighth annuity, given every second year, \Yas 
sanctioned, vdth effect from 1861. The assets, liabilities, and 
management of the fund were taken over b5»^ Government from 
4th Jime, 1868, as notified in G.O.G.G. No. 532 of 4th June, 1868, 
published in the Gazette, of India of 6th June, 1868, p. 940. No new 
members were admitted after that date, but the existing members 
retained their rights in the fund. In 1881 Government sanctioned 
the return to all members of the sums then . standing to their 
credit, including interest, subject to a deduction of ten per cent, 
in each case. All the existing members, -with one exception, 
accepted the offer, and the fund came to an end. The individual 
who held on to his liabilities and rights under the fund' made a 
bad speculation, as he died barely a year after his retirement.* 

VIII. The Madras Medical Fund.f 

This fund was instituted in 1807. Unlike -the Bengal and 
Bombaj^ Medical Funds, which were retiring funds pure and 
simple, it was also a charitable fund, its objects being {a) to give 
pensions to vddows and children of medical of&cers d5dng in 
indigent circumstances ; (b) to assist medical of&cers going on 

• This statement rests upon general report only. I have often heard the 
stoiy of the single officer who reffised the terms, and the unfortunate result of 
his refusal, but cannot give any trustworthj' authority for its truth. 

t The information is chiefly from the rffies of tiie fund, as ^ven in the East 
India Registers. 
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?ir,U loavo t<t Euvopii ; (i) lo provide ininuilies, dependent on the 
of tho fund, to ^enior t»nicers retiring from the Service. 

’file fund at fnvt gave pensions to the widows of Surgeons, 
and of .Assistant Surgeons wlu) joined prior to 5th Jan., 1815, 
suttioh nt to make up their incomes to /300, to tlio.se of Assistant 
Siirgv (.•.V,'. who j«uned after that date, to ;f^2oo. Orphans under 
si.\ years of age H’ceivc'd /20 a year, if motlicrlcss also, {,$0 ; 
from six to twelv<* y«'ais /.jo ; from twelve to twenty-one years, 
t>r in the e.ise of daughters till marriage, if they married before 
twenty-one. /70. To olhcers going on sick leave it gave allowances 
sufiieieni to mala* up their incomes to. ;C300 a j^car, if Surgeons; 
to £200, if .Assistant Surgeons ; up to a period of three years. 
T<» senior subscribers retiring annuitic.^, if the assets permitted, 
of /,p)o a year for life. 

Subscription to this hind w;is made compulsory, in 1823, 
for all onieei.'- joining after that date ; and this order was re- 
published in 1820, by Madras G.O. of 23rd Jan., 1829, as follows : — 

" /•*('?.' .Vr. (if.-'t/y, .’3'' Jnv,, 1^29. Adverting to the e.\tr!xct of a letter 
tioin tile Hon. Court of Diicclor.! in the Milit.uy Department, dated tlxc 
3o'>' Apiil 1823, and pulilishcd in G.O. under date the 9'*' Sept, following, 
ilie night Hon. the Governor in Council desires it may be distinctly undcr- 
' tood tlxat no imiividxial admitted a member of the Medical Service subsc- 
«jxu-nlly to the publication of the Hon. Court's letter above-mentioned, shall 
have ti’.e option of not snlxscribing to the Medical Fund, but shall pay his 
regnlatod contribution thereto so long Ixc may remain in the service ; and 
all paymasieis or others, by whom the pay and allowances of medical 
oiheer'i may be discharged, are hereby ordered and directed to make the 
vc(]ui'=^itc stoppages from the abstracts o£ subscribers, according to the 
information whicli they may receive from the secretary of the fund.” 

In i8.}.| the pension rates were somewhat changed ; to widows 
of Surgeons, and of Assistant Surgeons who had joined the fund 
before 1815, (there can have been but few of the latter left after 
thirty years), Rs.2000 ; to widow's of Assistant Surgeons who had 
joined later, Rs.1400. To children under txvo years of age, 
Rs.i8o a year ; from two to seven years, Rs.270 ; from seven 
to eleven years, Rs.340 ; from eleven to eighteen years, Rs.620' ; 
from eighteen to twenty-one years, girls only, Rs.620. Three 
annuities were granted each year to senior members retiring, 
two of Rs.3500 each, and one of Rs.1730, the last to a subscriber 
obliged to retire on sick certificate. 

In 1847 a further change was made in the w'idows’ pensions, 

II.I.M.S. — ^VOL. I. 2 1 
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which were fixe.d at £228 iis. Sd. for the widows of Surgeons, 
and of Assistant Surgeons over fifteen years’ service ; £100 for 
the widows of other- Assistant Surgeons. 

In this fund members were allowed to subscribe for any or 
for aU of their children, and might subscribe at one-half or two- 
thirds rates for both widows and children. They might also 
pay extra subscriptions, to ensure pensions for orphan sons up 
to the age of twenty-one, for daughters till marriage .or death. . 

The assets, liabilities, and management of this fund were 
transferred to Government from ist April, 1870, by Despatch 
No. loi M. of 9th Dec., 1869 ; and after that date no new members 
were enrolled. In 1880 it was decided that it was not desirable 
to offer to members a refund of their subscriptions. For many 
years annuities from this fund continued to be granted yearly.^ 
All members have long since retired, but some are yet living who 
still draw their annuities. 

IX. The Bombay Medical Retiring Fund, 

This fund was instituted in 1829, by Bombay G.O. of 7th Aug., 
1829, as follows : — 

“ Bombay Castle, Aug. 7**, 1829. The Hon. the Governor in Council 
having conditionally sanctioned the institution of a medical ^und at this-'^ 
Presidency, subject to the confirmation of the Hon. the Court o'fHifectors, 
is pleased to direct that the several paymasters receive subscriptions and 
arrears on account of the same, agreeably to such communications on the 
subject as they may receive from Surgeon Smyttan, the Secretary to the 
Fund Committee, in the same manner as contributions are received on 
account of the Military Fund.” 

The object of the fund was to provide annuities for senior 
members of the service to enable them to retire. One annuity 
of £'yiO was available each year. A subscriber was qualified 
for the annuity after seventeen years’ service. 

The formation of the fund was' sanctioned by the Court in a 
letter dated 20th Dec., 1833, published in the following G.O. 
of nth Sept., 1834 • — 

"Bombay Castle, Sept. 11**, 1834. With reference to the G.O. of the 
7‘** of August, 1829, the Right- Hon. the Governor in Council is pleased to 
direct, that the following copy of a letter .from the Hon. the Court of 
Directors, dated the 20*^ of December last, be published in General Orders, . 
and to direct that the Medical Retiring Fund be considered in operation. 

" [Letter from — =— dated 15*^ April 1833. ■ With reference to Court’s 
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Icltcr of S'’' A\ij;nr(l iS.ij, forw.ud memorial with Klroiig recommendation 
in it’.; favour, i-oUcitiii!: tliat (he Medical Jtcliring Fund be not consolidated 
wjllj (he Military Kcliring I’limh] 

'' P, 7 fit, I, As 1 lieu: aji]>e;iti; to be no j)ro.s])cci of amalgamating the 
milil.iry ajid jncdical .•.''rvices iij)on your establishment, in the formation 
of a Jelirini: fund, wo shall not object to the institution of a separate fund 
for (die medic.d j crview:, as j)ioposc<I, but we cannot consent to the remit- 
lance, rhronch onr trc.nsury, of so many as three annuities of in two 
vc.it s. 


*' 2. Iti our <le-' p.ilch <lated the 8**' of Atigust, 1832, we stated our 
wilh'ngnr. ;. (o allow (he remittance of annuities for the medical service 
proportioned to the ammiiti which, in our despatch dated the 28‘*' of March 
I we. esjnr- ■ cd onr re.idincsr. to sanction for the army. In conformity 
with ih.it ijitim.ition, we now anthoriac the remittance through our treasury, 
.‘.t the Jate of two ihillini:;'. the sicca rupee, of one annuity of ^^300 in each 
yc-;u. o)t .leeomil of the m*n!ical retiring fund upon your establishment. 

3. In the i-vent of fhe fnntl being linnlly formed, we will give direction 
for a dati’c to be in'-erted in the covenants of every person hereafter ap- 
poitUed to yonr medical service, binding himself to subscribe to it." 


Tills fund \v,is taken <jvor by Govornment from .^jlh June, 1868, 
after which elate no new incmbcrs were enrolled.* In 1877 
refunds of the stuns to their credit were offered to all members 
wJm had joined sub.setiuenl to isl Jan., 1852, t Some of these 
ofncer.s accefftetl (he terms offered, the majority did not. For 
many year.s later the allotment of annuities went on yearly, 
Iho.^e falling to <iftkers who had accepted a refund, of course, 
lapsing to Government. All the members have long since retired, 
but some are 3'cl living who still draw annuities from the fund. 

Annuities were given at three rates, £252 a year, wliich required 
that the recipient should have paid into the fund at least Rs.9600 ; 
/210, requiring a minimum payment of Rs.8000 ; and 
retjuiring a minimum payment of Rs.6400. 


X. The Indian Military Service Family Pension Fund. 

Tin's fund was established by Government from ist Jan., 1873, 
to take the place of tlic various older funds which had been taken, 
over bj' Government. No actual separate fund exists ; Govern- 
ment receives all contributions, and assumes responsibility for all 
liabilities. Pro forma accounts are kept, to ensure that, on the 
one hand, the nominal assets are sufficient to meet the liabilities, 

\ 

* Despatches to Bombay, No. 35 of 8th Feb., 1868, and No. 113 of 4th June, 
1868. 

j Despatch to Bombay, No. aai of 28th June, 1877. 
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and that, on the otlier hand, the contributions levied, including 
interest, do not exceed the liabilities to such an extent as to form 
a reserve. In other words,, to ensure, as far as possible, that 
Government neither loses nor profits by the nominal maintenance 
-of the fund. Every five years a valuation is carried out, based 
on these proforma accounts, and, as the result of such valuation; 
the contributions of subscribers may be either increased or 
/diminished. 

The fund was instituted by G.G.O. No. 1315 of 28th Dec., 

1872, and G.O.G.G. No. 560 of 23rd May, 1873. Ofiicers serving 
•in the Indian Ai'my on ist Jan., 1873, might join the fund, or 
not, as they pleased. Any ofiicer who did not join before ist July, 

1873, could only do so on production of a medical certificate 
of good health, and ofiicers who did not join before ist July, 1874, 
could only do so by special order of tlie Governor-General in 
Council. Every ofiicer joining the Indian Army after ist Jan., 
1873, was bound to subscribe to the fimd, as a condition of 
appointment. 

Ofiicers were classified as follows for the purposes of the fund : — 

Class I. — Colonels, and Surgeon-Generals. 

Class II. — ^Lieut.-Colonels, D.S.G.’s, and Surgeon-Majors over 20 
years’ service. 

Class III. — ^Majors, and Surgeon-Majors under 20 years’ service. j 

Class IV. — Captains, and Smgeons over six years’ service. — - 

Class V. — Subalterns, and Surgeons under six years’ service. 

By G.O.G.G. No. 756 of- i8th July, 1873, officers who had 
already made provision for their wives might join the fund for 
their cliildren only, paying immarried rates of subscription. 

By an order from the Secretary of State, No.' i of 30th April, 
1909,* ofiicers of^the Indian Medical Service were classified, for 
the purposes of the fimd, entirely by length of ser-vdce, instead of 
by rank, a change which had previously been introduced in the 
case of combatant ofiicers. The classification, and the fates of 
widows’ pension, now in force, are as follows : — 

Per annuip. 

I. Colonels, Surgeon-Generals, and I.M.S. officers of 26 years’ service 
II. Officers of Indian Army of 26 years’, I.M.S. officers of 20 years’ service 130 
11 ,, 18 ,, ,, 12 ,, 100 

^ • »» *» 9 ,, »» 6 ,, 7 ® 

V. „ „ under 9 ,. „ under 6 „ 4° 

* Published as memo. No. 5340 of 30th June', 1909, from the- D.G., I.M.S,, 
and as Circ. No. 65 of 19th July, 1909, from I.G.C.H., Bengal. 
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, Pensions to orphan cliildren are as follows : .from birth to 
six 3^ears, £10 per annum ; from six to twelve years, £20 ; from' 
twelve to twenty-one years, £30 ; daughters over twenty-one 
years, ;^45 until marriage or death. 

The pension of a widow who remarries ceases during her 
mamed life, but is revived should she become a widow for a 
second time. Should she be entitled to a pension through each 
husband, she can only draw one pension, but may draw the 
higher of the two. The pension of a daughter ceases on marriage, 
and does not revive on widowhood. 

The pension of a male orphan ceases on attaining the age 
of twenty-one years. But subscribers may make special pro- 
vision for pension for life for sons permanently incapacitated 
from earning a livelihood. 

- Pensions payable from this fimd may not be transferred or 
assigned, nor in any way alienated ; but the pension of a male 
orphan over the age of sixteen may be commuted, on production 
of a health certificate, for a lump sum, diminishing from ^^129 at 
sixteen to £7 at twenty years and nine months. 

Subscribers may, by a special contribution, provide passage 
money home for their widows and orphans. The amount which 
might be so provided was limited to Rs.1500, up to 1901, when 
it was raised to Rs.3000. Should this sum not be re.qtiired as 
passage money, the subscriber may either draw the amount 
himself on retirement from the service, or may leave it to be 
paid to his estate after his death. 

All members have to pay to the firnd (i) a donation on entering 
the service married, or on marriage, and on remarriage ; (ii) a 
donation on promotion from class to class ; (iii) a monthly 
subscription ; and (iv) members who have children also pay a 
donation' on the birth of each child, and a monthly subscription 
for each child. 

The rates of subscription and donation vary from tiine to 
time; according to the state of the fund, as shown at the quin- 
quennial valuations. Those now in force (1913) were laid dovn 
in Secretary of State’s despatch. Financial (Funds) No. 6, of 
9th Aug., 1907, issued in a memorandum from the Mily. Accounts 
Dept., Calcutta, dated 6th Sept., 1907. They are twenty-five 
per cent, lower than the rates previously in force, and are as 
follows : — 
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Class. 

Donation on entering 
the service married, 
or on marriage, or 
re*marriage. 

Donation on 
promotion. 

Married subscription. 

Unmarried sub* 
scription. 


In England. 

In India. 

In England. 

In India. 

In England. 

In India. 

1 

In England. 

In India 


£ 

Rs. 

£ 

Rs. 

£ s. 4 . 

Rs. 

£ s. 4 . 

Rs. 

I, 

288 

4320 

54 • 

810 

3 12 0 

54 0 

I 16 • 0 

'27 0 

II.- 

• 144 

2160 

27 

405 

2 17 6 

43 2 

130 

17 4 

III. 

72 

1080 

18 

270 

232 

32 6 

17 4 

13 0 

IV. 

36 

540 

9 

135 

I 8 10 

21 10 

10 . 0 

7 S 

V. 

18 

270 



14 6 j 

10 14 

5 10 

4 <5 


It will be noticed that many of the rates are exactly doubled, 
on going' up from class to class. The contributions payable for 
children are the same for aU classes, and stand as follows 





Donation. 

Subscription. 




In England. 

In India. 

In England. 

In India. 

Son . 



£ s. d. 

Rs. a. p. 

£ s. , <i. 

Rs. a. p. 


« 

II 5 0 

168 12 0 

016 

12 0 

Daughter , 

• 

* 

18 0 0 

270 0 0 

038 

2 12 0 

1 


In addition to the marriage donation, the following “ excess 
age” donations are payable, according to- the officer’s age in 
each class: — - 'X - 


Class V. — I 
» IV.- 2 




s. 

d. 


Rs. 

a. 

P- 



2 

6 

or 

16 

14 

0 for each year of age exceeding 

30 

5 

0 

or 

33 


0 

99 ft 

35 - 

10 

0 

or. 

67 

8 

0 

99 ft 

42 

15 

0. 

or 

lOI 

4 

0 

t 9 ft 

48- 

0 

0 

or 

135 

0 

0 

99 ft 

53 


■ Should the husband’s age exceed that of the ■\yife by twelve 
years or more, an additional marriage donation is payable, 
which, at the highest rate, that due from a husband in Class I, 
^ who, at the age of sixty, marries a wife thirty years younger than 
himself, comes to ;f 334 - These rates have, for the present, been 
reduced by twenty-five per cent. 

All donations are payable in twelve monthly instalments. 

- By G.G.O. No. 138 of 14th Feb., 1879, republished in I.M.D. 
Circs, for 1879, officers of the I.M.S. of Indian extraction were 
permitted to subscribe to this fund. But in their case, and in 
their, case onlj^ subscription is optional, not compulsory, {India 
Office Memo of Maj^ 1910, para. 45). 
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rjio cxistojicc of thl.c fund, and the conipulsoiy membership 
of il, are of tlie grealcsl benefit to all members. Complaints 
arc sometime? made that somewhat better terms could be obtained 
from insiirancc ofliccs than those imposed by Government. 
1 his is probably tlio case. But , if insurance were entirely optional, 
many would never trouble to insure at all, whereas the regular 
monthly deduction of the subscriptions from pay is little felt. 
Tlic payment of the marriage, promotion, and birth donations 
sometimes comes linrd on individuals ; but the difficulty is 
lessened by payment by instalments. Unmarried members 
sometimes comjdain of having to subscribe towards the future 
maintenance, as widows, of non-existent wives. But the un- 
married rates arc small, and arc no great tax upon men who have 
no wive.? .and families to maintain. Sloreover, as almost all 
officers in the Indian Army marr}^ sooner or later, those who do 
not ullimalolysharo in the benefits of the Fund are few in number. 
Of course the man who outlives liis wife, and lives till Ins sons 
are all over twenty-one, and his daughters all married or dead, 
lopes by his connection with the Fund. But he has had the 
advantage, for many years, of knowing that provision was made 
for his widow and children in the event of his premature death. 

Pen.sions to widows and families of officers of the Indian Army 
left in necessitous circumstances may also be granted under the 
pro\isions of such Royal Warrant, regulating the grant of pensions 
to the widows and families of officers of the British Army, as 
ma\f be in force at the time. The grant of such pensions is 
entirely a matter of grace, not of right, and no definite rules on 
the subject are laid down. Each ease, as occasion arises, is 
judged on its merits. 



:hapter XXII 

APPOINTMENT TO THE SERVICE: EXAMINATIONS 

“ Take up the white man’s hurden." 

Kipling, The Five Nations. 

From a very early date the E.I. Co. ordered that applicants for 
appointments as Surgeon on board their ships should undergo 
an examination as to their fitness for the post. In Vol.- Ill,' 
1622-24, of Sainsbrnry’s Calendar of State Papers, Colonial Series, 
India, China, and Japan, several references to such examinations 
may be found, so early as 1622. 

Para. 17, No. 38, 2,5th Feh., 1622, Court Minutes of E.I. Co. " Edward 
Charley, Surgeon on the Blessing, displaced. Richard Parlces, who has 
been Surgeon on five voyages, to take Charley's place." 

Para. 18, No. 38, 27//1 Feh., 1622, Court Minutes. of B.I.Co., " Parkes^.^ 
the Surgeon, examined in the presence of Winston and Fenton and 
others, found grossly ignorant and incompetent, and discharged. The 
order for displacing Charley countermanded. In future all Surgeons to , 
be examined before engaged. D' Winston offers his services for this 
purpose, free.” 

Para. 243, No. 404, ^rd Feb., 1624, Court Minutes of E.I. Co. ■ " To the 
motion that the Surgeons entertained be examined, it was answered that 
the Surgeons of this fieet are all experienced men, who have been in the 
Indies long, have performed extraordinary cures, and are men approved 
for their efficiency in their profession, and such as will scorn to be examined, 
therefore the opinion of ihe Court was that such Surgeons as come home . 
well approved from the Indies and proceed again shall not be subject to 
examination, but if a new unknown man be propounded, then to have him 
'examined.” 

Richard Parkes, however, had made five voyages before he 
was "examined and found grossly ignorant and incompetent." 
No doubt he also would have." scorned to be examined " if he 
could have avoided the test. Probably others like him could 
have been found. 

Most of the appointments as Surgeons to Indiamen appear 
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to have been made on the nomination of John Woodall, the E.I. 

. Co.’s Surgeon-General in London. Many complaints were made 
of the incompetence of the men appointed. Woodall seems to 
have appointed his apprentices to serve on board ship at a 
jQominal wage, while he himself, as their employer, drew the 
greater" part of their pay in London. A letter from Richard 
Baker* dated Saldania (Saldanha Bay), 20th Jime, 1615, reports: — 

" M' Woodall's great abuses in the chirurgeon's chest putting divers 
boxes of one simple, whereas he writeth in their superscriptions to be 
diverse ; drugs rotten, unguents made of kitchen stuff. Boys that have no 
sldll thrust into place of chirurgeons. He is to be accounted guilty of the 
death of so many men as perish through his default.” 

The “ boys of no skill ” were probably Woodall’s apprentices, 
whose pay he drew. Similar complaints occur in' Sainsbmy’s 
Calendar. 

Para. 416, No. 628, is< Oct., 1624, Court Minutes of E.I.Co. " Informa- 
tion having been given that IVP Woodall has shipped 12 servants into the 
•Indies, whose wages he is to receive, ordered that he be warned to attend 
the next" court.” 

Para. 424, No. 643, 13th Oct., 1624, Court Minutes of E.I.Co. " Exami- . 
nation of Woodall charged with seeking his own gain by thrusting his 
servants upon the company; he admits he has seven apprentices as 
Surgeon’s Mates in the Indies, but has had 20, who are dead ; that they are 
set out at his great charge, and the benefit he makes is but their two months 
pay yearly, and that such as live to return prove the ablest for that employ- 
ment by reason of their practice, as will appear upon examination of 
sldlful surgeons to whom he refers ; with that his submitting trial the court 
was satisfied.” 

It has been stated that grossly incompetent men, wth little 
or no medical education, were, from time to time, in the eighteenth 
century, appointed as medical officers to the Company’s service in 
India. Surgeon-General W. B. Beatson, in his pamphlet on the 
Indian ; Medical Service, published in 1902 t states that about 
1758, or perhaps later, an instance is recorded of a person who 
had been a butcher on board an Indiaman being appointed as 
Surgeon, and that this individual was so grossly ignprant as to 
sign himself Sergeant instead of Surgeon. That such cases may 
have occurred is possible. But the words Sergeant and Surgeon 

* Letters received by the East India Company from its servaitts in the East, 
1602-17, edited by F. C. Danvers and W. Foster, six volumes, 1896-1902. Balter's 
letter is in Vol. II, p. 184. 

t The Indian Medical Setvice, Past and Present. Reprinted from the Asiatic 
Quarterly Review, 1902. 
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are not unlike each other, both in spelling and pronunciation, 
and instances may be found in the records where one of these 
words has been misprinted or miscopied for the other. 

It seems more likely that the ship's butcher was appointed 
Sergeant than Surgeon. A ship’s butcher is hardly likely to have_ 
been able to get a nomination from Court, or even to have been 
locally appointed in India. Another possibility is, that an ex- 
medical student might have been serving on board ship in a 
menial capacity, and locally appointed in India, at a time of 
pressure, to the Medical Service. 

An instance, however, is on record where a Surgeon in the 
Service formally and deliberately made a similar charge, of the 
appointment to the Service of unqualified and incompetent men. 
In the Calcutta Press Lists (Vol. Ill, 1775-79,' P* 4 ^^) quoted a 
memorial by Assistant Surgeon James Kerr, (appointed i6th May, • 
1770, Surgeon 25th April, 1778, died in Calcutta, 17th Sept., 

- 1782), in which he states that he had seen a person sferving as 
Head Surgeon in Bengal who could not have passed as a Surgeon's 
Mate at Surgeons’ Hall; also that a black slave boy, named 
Nicholas, was appointed Assistant Surgeon on Rs.130 a month, 
while he (Kerr) served for seven years on Rs.120. • Surgeon- 
General Daniel Campbell’s remarks on this memorial are dated 
15th May, 1778. He states that he does not know who the 
Head Surgeon, thus referred to as incompetent, is ; but that the 
black slave boy, Nicholas, was a dresser under Mr. Anderson,, 
one of the medical officers killed in the Patna Massacre of 1763 ; 
for his services to the prisoners he was granted the pay and hatia 
of an Assistant Surgeon, but that his name was never on the list, 
nor was he ever considered one of them. More information about 
Nicholas, or Nicola, is given in Chap. XII, William Fullerton 
and the Patna Massacre. He seems to have run great risks in 
the ser\dce of Anderson and of the other English prisoners at 
Patna, and to have deserved well all he got. 

In 1763-65 a considerable number of officers entered the 
Company’s army from King’s regiments returning from India 
to Europe. Among them were several medical officers, including ; - 

A. Sinclair, Surgeon, 89th Foot; Madras, 6th June, 1763. 

.C. L. Lucas, Surgeon, 96th Foot ; Madras, 9th Jan., 1764. 

W. Raine, Surgeon’s Mate, 96th Foot ; Madras, 23rd Feb., 1764. 

M. Allen, Surgeon, 96th Foot; Bengal, 19th Feb., 1765. 
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Tlie transfer of Gilbert Paslcy from llu' Kini'.V. Id llu' ('diii|iiii(v't’. 
Ser\icein 1761 has been described in Chap. XVI I, 

These officers retired on half pay from (lie Mrillnli Ai'inv, ifiiil 
of course drew full pay from the Company. Tltt' coiiiliiiliinf 
-officers mostly got a step on their tninalor in aflMlIjoii ; /,//, 
Lieutenants in the King's regiments entc.rini; (lie t'.otiijMMyV, 
army as Captains. The medical officerr. were l|■all^(»‘l)7-d v/j(j/ 
their rank as Surgeon or Surgeon's Mat<*. 

There were two waj*s in which the Mffli'al i.tfAir v/a'; 
occasional!}’ recruited during the ciglit^cntli fJiiiiny v/hUli ui> 
of special interest : by promotion from tlie rani'.'. aji/J by i\ii- 
appointment of foreigners- The former inefbofl, jiJOMiotio/j iuitn 
the ranks, could ne’v’er be common ; for '.ojoe {fihii'.-.'if/ni’i 
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" M? Rich*^ Holmes (who came out of England in tlie Capacity of a 
Soldier on the Stanhope) being a person in years well sldlled in Phj^sick 
and surgery by his profession and of a decent behaviour requesting to 
be employed in the business of his calling at Bombay or any of our Coast 
Factorys, & Kyffin chief of Anjengo complaining of the Surgeon there 
& desiring another to be sent down. 

" Agreed that M' Holmes be entertained Surgeon for Anjengo at the 
usuall pay there given he taking passage on the Queen for Callicut & thence 
to proceed to Anjengo the Secretary being wardered to make out a Warrant 
accordingly.” 

The Bombay Coiis. of ilth Nov., 1717, note that Holmes had 
been killed at Anjengo by a sergea,nt. 

Thirty years later a note in the Bombay Cons, of 9th Sept., 

1746, shows that Robert Trotter, Surgeon in the Bombay Marine, 

had first come out to India as a soldier. Trotter seems to have 

been first appointed in 1739. The Cons, of 12th Aug., 1746, note 

that, thinking he had been badly treated, he asked permission 

.to resign ; his resignation was accepted, and he was ordered' to 

return to England by the first ship. In the same Cons., 12th 

Aug., is recorded the dismissal of Dr. John Neilson, Surgeon at 

Bombay. Ndlson’s dismissal gave a step, and Trotter asked to 

withdraw his resignations , The Cons, of 9th Sept., 1746, note — 

• 

“ Read a letter from D' Robert Trotter, requesting to be readmitted 
into the Honble Company’s Service, & employed as SiirgeonreitheJ’fit't^'' 
Place or Surat, since a Vacancy must happen at one or other of them by 
Doctor Neilson’s being order’d to England, which he did not foresee when 
he askt for his Discharge. Upon which it is remarkt that this Man came out 
of England in Quality of a Soldier ; And as he has chiefly learnt what he 
may know of his Profession since his Arrival in India the Board judges him 
unfit to be at any of the Settlements & therefore conflrms their Resolution 
made the 12 ^^ Ultimo.” 

Trotter was aUowed to withdraw his resignation, but did not 
get an appointment ashore for another ten years ; he was posted 
to Fort Victoria on 31st Aug,, 1757. He died at Anjengo on 
4th Sept., 1771. 

Three promotions were made from the ranks in Madras 
between 1765 and 1773. The Madras Mily. Cons, of 24th. June, 
1765, record : — 

" Read a letter from Col. Campbell dated 17*** Inst enclosing one from 

Lucas Surgeon in Camp recommending in- a very particulai' Manner 
Thomas Walker, who came out a Soldier in the Pitt, as a Man well qualified 
to assist the Surgeon in the- Hospital, being a careful, diligent, and sober 
Person, & having been regularly bred to that Profession, & therefore 
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requesting Uiat lie may be discliargccl from the Battalion and he appointed 
Assistant Surgeon. 

" Agreed that Tliomas Walker be appointed to assist the Surgeon in the 
Hospital, &. that he do receive 15 Pagodas p. Jlonth in Lieu of Batta & all 
Allowances whatever, and that his Pay as a Soldier do immediately cease.” 

■ -Walker did not remain long in the j\ledical Department. 
The .same Cews. of i/lh Jiil}-, 1766, contain a letter from Assistant 
Surgeon Thomas W'alkcr, at Ongolc, about hospital charges. 
On 30(h Dee., 1766, Thomas Walker, at Ongolc, was given a 
commission as Ensign, on the recommendation of General Caillaud 
He became Lieut, on 9th 3 Iay, 176S. In the M.S. list of the 
Madras army for 1778 he is shown as dead. 

The same Cons, of 26th Jan., 1770, record the promotion of 
Thomas Wilson. 


” The Prc'-ident acqu:iints the Bo.ird tliat Thomas Wilson, who came 
out some Time aeo a J^ecniit, who h.as been bred a Surgeon, & has for a 
considerable Time p.ost a'-'-isted in the Hospital at Vcllour, had been 
particularly rccommcndctl to him by tlio Surgeon there, for his Diligence 
& Abilities to be appointed Surgeon's Mate in tlie Room of JP Barry v/ho 
has resigned — which is approved.” 


Wikon was promoted to Surgeon on 27tli April, 1772, and 
jwas killed in action in the second IVIuisur war, when Colonel 
Baillie w.i.s defeated and taken at Perambakam on loth Sept., 
1780. 

The same Co;;.s. nf 2.*,th April, 1773, contain a letter, dated 
Camp, 7th April, 2773, from Jolm Ross, paymaster to Colonel 
Bonjour's detrtchment, slat ing that Colonel Bonjour has appomtea 
an artiller}'man. called Mitchell, " who had some Imowisd?^ 0^ 
Surge 
were • 
tiU; 

seem to be mentioned again. 

Three 
somewh; 

Board 

tvho was appo! 

in wHch he states that he came oiz Tl--— 

Indiaman in 1782, not in a medical cay-—- * . . ^ _ 

* WluKtccri.-.g v:s.^ at this tir.c a ^ 

iiie volunteer terved a.s a private, cz — ^ 
a commission c= tho occurrc-cc o‘ ^ ' 
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He served in the Karnatik, in the second Maisnr war, and also in 
the second Maratha war in 1803-04, taking part in Monson’s 
retreat, and was killed near Fatehpur Sikri on 29th Aug., 1804. 
The remains of Monson’s force reached Agra Fort on the followng 
, day, 30th Aug. \ ^ 

Assistant Surgeon John Smith Sloper, a St. Thomas’ man, 
took the M.R.C.S. in 1809, enlisted as a private in the Company’s 
Artillery in 1814, and got a commission as Assistant Surgeon in 
1815. He resigned on 6th Feb., 1819. John Smyth enlisted as a 
private in the Bengal Army in April, 1817, having the degree of M.D. 
He officiated as Assistant Surgeon from 31st Oct., 1818, to Sept., 
-1820, got a commission as Assistant Surgeon from 21st Feb., 1824, 
became Surgeon on ist March, 1838, and retired on loth Feb., 
1847. While such an appointment, to a commission in the 
I.M.S., is hardly likely at the present day, httle more than twenty 
years ago, a doctor, who had enlisted, and was serving in India 
in the ranks, was appointed to the Uncovenanted Medical Service. 

A considerable number of foreigners were appointed' to the 
Medical Service in the eighteenth century, chiefly French, though 
several Dutch and Portuguese names also appear. The first 
Surgeon to hold medical charge of Calcutta was a Dutchmah,<J 
whose name, unfortunately, has not been preserved. Gregorius 
Meisters, whose removal has been related in Chap. XX, j^isions^ 
Frederick Haag, serving on the West Coast from 1729-43, and 
John Errick Kusch, who relieved him there in 1743, had Dutch 
or German names. Several Portuguese names occur in the list 
of Madras medical officers : Francisco Pinto in- 1707, Nicolas 
Carasco in 1710, Daniel Gregorio in 1751, Antonio Simoens 'from 
1767-1803. It is the Surgeons of French extraction, however, 
who are of most interest. The appointments of Joyfull in 1705" 
and of Clausade in 1707, as Surgeons at Bombay, have been 
related in Chap. XVIII, Pay. Augustin De Champ or Deschamps 
also served in Bombay in 1720-21, and at Bencoolen in 1728, and 
Daniel Espignol at Madras in 1738. And in the second half of 
the eighteenth century, some eight’ or ten French medical officers 
took ser\dce with the English Company, some of whom had 
served the French King and Company, while others had been in 
the employment of country powers. 

In Chap. XXIV, Courts-Martial, the execution of the un-, 
fortunate Assistant Surgeon La Forge has been described, and in the 

/ 
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same chapter lias been rolalcd how Surgeon Jean Martin deserted 
from Haidar Ali’s service, and entered that of the E.L Co. For 
several 3’oar.s he held the post of Surgeon of the Foreign Legion. 
On 2nd Jan., 2768, Assistant Surgeon Fabre or Favr6 was appointed 
-Surgeon’s Mate to the same coi-ps ; owing to sickness he never 
joined, and on 11 Ih Sej)l., 1769, his discharge was ordered. Bar- 
tholomew Suffrein, or Suffrein-Tonnclle, was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon on nth Jan., 176.} ; ho died at Ellorc on 5th May, 1774. 
On oth Jan., 1769, John Buirette was entertained as Assistant 
Surgeon in Madras ; he retired in 1794, subsequently became 
Police Surgeon in Calcutta, and died in that city on 4th June,i8ii. 
^Yhen the English were besieging Muhammad Yusuf Khan in 
Madura, a foreign Surgeon, Jean Carerc, deserted to them on 
26th Feb., 1 764 , along with Captain Riquet. Carcre was appointed 
Assistant Surgeon on 13th Aug., 1764, became Surgeon on 20th 
April, 1767, and died in Februarj' or March, 17S0. About 1766, F. 
Lanej’’ was appointed Assistant Surgeon. The name is also spelt 
Lamie and Lamce, but the signature is certainly F. Lane3^ He 
was debarred from promotion as a foreigner, and the last mention 
of him is an application, dated Tith Feb., 1778, on account of 
ill health, consumption, for a transfer to IMasulipatam, which was 
granted. Assistant Surgeon Tenier was appointed to Chingleput 
in 1771, and seems to have put in his whole serNuce in that station, 
dj'ing there in Jul}', 17S2. Jean Castarede served under Haidar 
Ali and Tipu Sultan for some nineteen years, 1770-89, until he 
made his escape in the latter j'ear. He was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon on 2nd June, 1790, as related in Chap. II, European 
Surgeons in ihc Service of Oriental Potentates, and died at Kadalur 
on 1st Feb., 1798. 

Curious differences appear in the treatment these French 
medical officers received from the English Company. In a list 
of the Medical Service, entered in the Madras Mily. Cons, of 8tb 
April, 1771, six Assistant Surgeons are specially noted as “ not 
to rise.” These six are Tenier, Gahagan, Swallow, Simmons 
[Simoens], Buret, and Suffrein. Laney was also debarred from 
promotion as a foreigner. In this same list Martin is entered as 
junior Surgeon, \vith the note "not considered on the establish- 
ment.” On the other hand, in the same Cons, of 2gth Oct., 1770, 
is entered a memorial from Martin, to which answer was made 
that he was entitled to the same advantages as other Surgeons. ' 
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He served in the Karnatik,in the second Maisur war, and also in 
the second Maratha war in 1803-04, taking part in Monson’s 
retreat, and was Idlled near Fatehpur Sikri on 29th Ang., 1804. 
The remains of Monson’s force reached Agra Fort on the following 
day, 30th Aug. 

Assistant Surgeon John Smith Sloper, a St. Thomas’ man, 
took the M.R.C.S. in 1809, enlisted as a private in the Company’s 
Artillery in 1814, and got a commission as Assistant Surgeon in 
1815. He resigned on 6th Feb., 1819. John Smyth enlisted as a 
private in the Bengal Army in April, 1817, having the degree of M.D. 
He officiated as Assistant Surgeon from 31st Oct., 1818, to Sept., 
.1820, got a commission as Assistant Surgeon from 21st Feb., 1824, 
became Surgeon on ist March, 1838, and retired on loth Feb., 
1847. While such an appointment, to a commission in the 
I.M.S., is hardly likely at the present day, little more than twenty 
years ago, a doctor, who had enlisted, and was serving in India 
in the ranks, was appointed to the Uncovenanted Medical Service. 

A considerable number of foreigners were appointed to the 
Medical Service in the eighteenth century, chieflji' French, though 
several Dutch and Portuguese names also appear. The first 
uj^w.rergon-’^'' of SurgeonsJiQal charge of Calcutta was a Dutchman,^ 
Mm th= Pay o£ ttat rank, aad ^preserved, Gregorius 

Joseph Pouget, the officer here mentionedT was appointed to 
the Bombay Service as Assistant Surgeon on loth Sept., 1778, and, 
in spite of the above remarks, served for thirty years, retiring 
on 19th Oct., 1808. He does not seem ever to have been promoted 
to Surgeon, but a Bombay Mily. Letter of 25th Feb., 1807, in paras. 
124, 125, reports that he has been granted furlough to Europe, 
and recommends him for the pension of a Senior Surgeon on 
retirement,! which was sanctioned in para. 128 of a Mily. Letter 
from* Court, dated 5th Jan., 1810. He died at Florence on 25th 
July, 1833, having draw his pension for nearly, twenty-five 
years. 

In 1773 the E.I. Co. appointed a Board in London tojexamine 
candidates for appointments as Assistant Surgeon. The passing of 
orders to this effect is noted in a despatch from England to Madras, 
dated 13th April, 1773 ; the Court also say that it is desirable 
that all vacancies for Surgeons should be filled up by men licensed . 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. V, 1785-99, p. 145. ' 

t Ibid., Vol. VI, 1799-1807 {partly unpaged). 
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same chapter has been related how Surgeon Jean Martin deserted 
from Haidar Ah’s service, and entered that of the E.I,. Co. For 
several years he held the post of Surgeon of the Foreign Legion. 
On 2nd Jan., 1768, Assistant Surgeon Fabre or Favrd was appointed 
-Smrgeon’s Mate to the same corps ; owing to sicldiess he never 
ioinrd',-^d on nth Sept., 1769, his discharge was ordered. Bar- 
tholomew SufErein, or Suffrein-Tonnelle, was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon on 9th Jan., 17^41 Ee died at EUore on 5th May, 1774 * 
On gth Jan., 1769, John Buirette was entertained as Assistant 
Surgeon in Madras j he. retired in 1794, subsequently became 
Pohee Surgeon in Calcutta, and died in that city on 4th June, 1811. 
When the Enghsh were besieging Muhammad Yusuf Khan in 
Madura, a foreign Surgeon, Jean Carere, deserted to them on ■ 
26th Feb., 1764, along \vith Captain liiquet. Carere was appointed 
Assistant Surgeon on 13th Aug., 17641 became Surgeon on 20th 
April, 1767, and diedin February or March, 1780. About 1766, F. 
Laney was appointed Assistant Surgeon. The name is also spelt 
Lamie and Lamee, but the signature is certainly F. Lane3% He 
was debarred from promotion as a foreigner, and the last mention 
of him is an appUcation, dated Jith Feb., 1778, on account of 
ill health, consumption,.for a transfa^t^lg,, examini^g'Sffi’'!Mally 
|rTOte 4 ^._^^tat Snrges[i,T^pj,„^t, jp Government 

of Madras directed Surgeons Pasley and Anderson, who were at 
this.time acting practically -though informally as a Medical 
Board, to recommend to the Board persons qualified to be 
Surgeons’ Assistants. 

. Madras Mily. Cons, of 30th Jan:, 1775, contain a letter from 
Pasley and Anderson on the want of Assistant Surgeons, and the 
necessary qualifications it is stated that they must come out 
young, and acquire a knowledge of tropical diseases in India. 
The sa.me Cons, of 14th and 23rd Oct., 1775, contain two 
resolutions on examinations. 


14th Oct., 1775. "Resolved likewise that all Surgeons Assistants 
examin’d before they are admitted on the lin^ 

care of a Surgeon, who shaU not be found qualified to 
on Examination of the Senior Surgeons." ^ ^ ^ 

VOL. I. 
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He served in the Karnatik, in the second Maisur war, and also in 
the second Maratha war in 1803-04, taldng part in Monson’s 
retreat, and was killed near Fatehpur Sikri on 29th Aug., 1804. 
The remains of Monson’s force reached Agra Fort on' the followng 
day, 30th Aug. 

Assistant Surgeon John Smith Sloper-, a St. Tho'mas’ man, 
took the M.R.C.S. in 1809, enlisted as a private in the Company’s 
Artillery in 1814, and got a commission as Assistant Surgeon in 
1815. He resigned on 6th Feb., 1819. John Smyth enlisted as a 
private in the Bengal Armyin April, 1817, having the degree of M.D. 
He officiated as Assistant Surgeon from 31st Oct., 1818, to Sept.j 
j: 820, got a commission as Assistant Surgeon from 21st Feb., 1824, 
became Surgeon on ist March, 1838, and retired on loth Feb.i 
1847. While such an appointment, to a commission in the 
I.M.S., is hardly likely at the present day, little more than twenty 
years ago, a doctor, who had enlisted, and was serving in India 
in the ranks, was appointed to the Uncovenanted Medical Service. 

A considerable number of foreigners were appointed' to the 
Medical Service in the eighteenth century, chiefly French, though 
• several Dutch and Portuguese names also appear. The first 

of Calcutta was a Dutchman,( 

Field Officers on the 14**^ August i 777 ‘T;cnoA*Jsa'' 2 j.- 33 reserved. Gregorius 
of the Court of Directors be known.” * 

Then follows a list of the Bengal Medical Service, which is 
the same as a list in the Minutes of 17th Oct., 1777, not brought.- 
up to date at, all. 

The Minutes of the Bengal Council of 27th Sept., 1784, pub- 
lished as G.O. of i6th Nov., 1784, order that all Assistant Surgeons, 
whether sent out from home or locally appointed, should pass an 
examination before a Committee of which the Surgeon-General 
was President, before admission to the Service. 

Minutes of Council, z'jth Sept., 1784. Resolved — " That all Assistant 
Surgeons who may hereafter be appointed by the- Court of Directors, or 
admitted into the Service under this Presidency by the Board, be examined . 
by a Commitee, consisting of the Surgeon-General and. two or more 
Surgeons of his Nomination, from the Civil o.r Military Surgeons doing 
duty at the Presidency, and that on passing such Examinations the Certifi- 
cate of their Qualification, which they shall in consequence receive from the 

* Abstracts of Letters received from Madras, Vol. II-, 1773-84. . Also Mily. . 
Cons., 23rd Oct., 1775. . ' 

t Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. Ill, 1774-83, p. 280. 
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Out of the eleven, five had been duly appointed, locally, to the 
l^Iedical Service in Madras. None of these five were sent home. 
One, Josejfii Copeland, disappears from the list in 1793. A second, 
John King, was dismissed by Court-martial in 1803'. The other 
three, Robert Callaway, Darnd Halliburton, and John MacArthur, 
all died, while serving, between 1799 and 1803.* 

A considerable number of local appointments were made to 
the Bombay Service also between 1788 and 1791. A Bombay 
Mily. Letter, dated 24111 Dec., 1790,! states in para. 10 — . 

" Have appointed no Surgeons ourselves, but have been obliged to 
entertain a few Assistant Surgeons provisionally, as your own Appoint- 
ments had not been sufficient, but shall employ them no longer then until 
you may supply us." 

In spite of the last clause, all, or nearl}? all, of the Assistant 
Surgeons thus appointed in Bombay, locally and temporarily, seem 
to have been confirmed on the permanent establishment, sooner 
or later. 

In an article on the constitution of the Medical Department, 
published in the hidia Journal, of Medical and Physical Science, 
New Scries, Vol. I, 1836, edited by Frederick Corbyn, (pp. 127 
and 346), the writer, probably Corbyn, states that a diploma 
was first required in 1795. He does not give his authority for 
the statement. Most likely it was deduced from the inquiry, 
quoted above, made by the Calcutta Medical Board, in 1795, as 
to the qualifications of the men locally appointed in 1782-83. 
It seems probable that some sort of diploma or qualification had 
been required since 1764 ; although in some of the cases of local 
appointment, in time of emergency, the necessity of possessing 
a diploma had not been, and could not be enforced. 

A Mily. Letter from Court to Bombay, dated 26th Aug., 1801, 
in para. 10, gives orders. 

" Cadets and Assistant Surgeons are to rank in future as they arrive at 
the several Presidencies to which they are appointed.” 

The same order is given in a Mily. Letter to Madras of the 
same date, 26th Aug., 1801, para. 149. 

The Assistant Surgeons appointed from England received and 

* This list is quoted in Seton-Ifarr’s Selections from the Calcutta Gazettes, 
Vol. II, pp. 23, 24. 

t Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. V, 1785-99, p., 144. 
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In the Army Lists in. the East India Register, Briars is shown 
as “ Insane ” up to 1804 ; his name is omitted in 1805. 

. In • 1795 the Calcutta Medical Board instituted an , inquiry . 
into the medical qualifications of the numerous Assistant Surgeons 
appointed locally in Bengal in 1782-83, and as to how and why 
■they first came to India, the results of which appear in the Rro- 
ceediiigs of the Board from Oct. to Dec., 1795. The majority had ■ 
come out as Surgeons to Indiamen, several as Surgeons’ Mates in 
■the Royal Army or Navy, a few as passengers, a few as conibatant 
of&cers or cadets. Burgh as a volunteer: ' Only one, John Gilman, 
appears to have had- no medical qualification. He had, however, 
been apprenticed to a Surgeon, and had attended classes at Bart.’s. 
He came to India as a Cadet of the Bombay Infantry in April, 
1781, was sent to Madras in March, 1782, and w^as there appointed 
an Assistant Surgeon by the Commander-in-Chief, Sir Eyre Coote, 
from 6th April, 1782. His want of qualification did not stand 
in the way of his promotion, for he rose in time to be second 
member of the Medical Board. Jolm Peter Wade had come out 
as Surgeon to a Portuguese ship, the Arahida ; he had studied 
at Edinburgh, but his qualification was a licence from the Queen 
Portugal. Patrick Ivory, besides the certificate 
of the London College; M.D. of Paris.^ ^^ 

In Madras, as well as in Bengal, Assistant Surgeons had been 
appointed locally in times -of stress. In the M.SJ Army Lists in 
the India Office, containing the histories of the Company’s Medical 
Officers,* among the entries about Nicol Mein, appointed Assis- 
tant Surgeon on 20th July, 1772, it is- stated that two of the 
Cadets sent out to Madras in 1772, Nicol Mein and John Simson, 
" had been regularly bred to Surgery,” were found by the Surgeons 
well quahfied, and were therefore appointed to be -Surgeons’ 
Assistants. 

The C.G. of ist July, 1790, publishes extracts from a Letter, 
‘ from Court, dated 2nd Dec., 1789, giving a list of deserters from 
Indiamen, who had remained in India, and whom the Court 
ordered to be apprehended and sent back to Europe at once.- 
The list is a very long one, mid includes eleven medical officers. 

* Service Army Lists. Medical, ii volumes ; five Bengal, three Madras, lAree 
Bombay. Of the five Bengal volumes, two contciin -the histories, up to date, 
of officers serving in 1858, three those of officers dead or retired b5' that time. 
The appointment of Cadets Nicol Mein and John Simson is also mentioned in 
Madras Separate Letter of 15th Oct., 177.2, para. 80. 
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Or,? thr < fnv h;ul hron duly nj^pninlod, locally, lo the 

M<'<!2<‘,d S 'iv;* '* in X«»tu’ of Ihcsc five were sent home. 

On< , j..,. j,h ftij.rl.tml. di^appeats from the list in 1793. A second, 
J'*hn Kinj:. w,u. by 0 »m‘t-marlial in 1803’. The other 

three, Ke.brti (jallaw.iv. llallihnrtnn, and John MncArthur, 

al! d. whih* ‘ein;:. I'e'.wi t",\ i7<i<) and 1803.* 

A e<' 3 i--nje*.jMe jujoihej' <tf hie;d appointments were made lo 
the ru.mh.iV Si rvi* e ;d:i* between 17SS and 3791. A Btnnbny 
Mily. LMtes, d.ae?l pee., lyoo.i states in para. 10 — 

’’H-wr' j'eia'.r.t Suipeie.v: n«r: elve:, but have been obliged lo 
triv A’ •i’t.mt Stii;;rn»'- juovi'ionalty, ;e; your own Appoint- 
!;-,r;2V. b.u! bn n ''lObjent. bt>t !-h.»H einploy them no lojjgcr tlicn until 
y-'!! r.ir.y ■ njij'ly a- 


In ;p;?e of the last elanse, all, or Jicarly all, of the Assistant 
S'.n,;< e.;e tht!*. a|<pnini«-d in Ihoidviy, locally and temporarily, seem 
io h.iVe bdji eiijilinmd oji the permanent establishment, sooner 
»ir l.-.ter. 

Ijj an a.j title oji the ctinstitiitioii of the liledical Department, 
pnbli- hed in the Journal of Medical and Physical Science, 
AVir Seises, Wtl. I, 3836, edited bj* Frederick CorbjTi, (pp. 127 
ajul 3.56], the writer, pr<tbably Corbjm, slates that a diploma 
w.i;. drat requited in 3705. He docs not give his anthorit}^ lor 
the t.ta.tement. Most likely it was deduced from the inqui^5^ 
qnoti d abov«*, made by the Calcutta Medical Board, in 1795, as 
to the qualifications of the men locally appointed in 1782-83. 
It seems j»robable that some sort of diploma or qualification had 
been n*<}uir<‘d .‘since 176.} ; although in .some of the cases of local 
.-ippointment, in lime of emergenej^ the necessity of possessing 
a <li})loma had not been, and could not be enforced. 

.•\ Mily. Letter from Court lo Bombay, dated 26lh Aug., 1801, 
in para. 10, gives orders. 

“ Oulcls and Assistant Surgeons arc to rank in future as they arrive at 
the several Presidencies lo which they arc appointed.” 


The same order is given in a Slily. Letter to Madras of the 
ijame date, 26lh Aug., 1801, para. 149. 

The Assistant Surgeons appointed from England received and 


* Tins list is quoted in Sclon-Karr's Selections from the Calcutta Gasettes, 
Vol. II, pp. 23, 2.1. 

f Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. V, 1785-99, p. 144. 
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executed regular covenants. In the Calcutta Press Lists of 17841 
is mentioned a letter of 23rd July, 1784, from Surgeon-General 
James EUis to the Government, forwarding the covenants of 
Assistant Surgeons Smith, Carstairs, Corse, and Macleod, four 
of the Assistant Surgeons appointed in England in 1783.* . - 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 14th Nov., 
1791, contain the following letter from Government to the Medical 
Board, forwarding such covenants for execution : — 

"To A. Campbell, Secretary, Medical Board. — ^Sir, I am directed by 
the Governor-General in Council to transmit to you the covenants of Messrs. 
J. W. Smith, Adam Mitchell, and Charles Campbell, who have been 
appointed Assistant Surgeons on this Establishment, and to desire that 
they may be executed by the parties before the Hospital Board and then 
returned for the purpose of being forwarded to England. — am, J. Fombelle, 
Sub-Secretary, Military Department. Council Chambers, 5^^ Oct., I 79 i-” 

The appointment of natives of India as commissioned officers ■ 
in the Medical Service was strictly forbidden by the Court, and it 
was not until the introduction of competitive examination in 
1855 that admission was thrown open to Indians. Still, in spite 
of orders against their admission, a few men, wh'o were officially 
called natives of India, were from time to ^time appointed. As 
all these men, however, bore European names, it seems probable 
that they were either country-born JEurqpeans ji'' 'Eura^^SMC" 
From th> oitibr appointing' A^istant Surgeon J. G. Vos, in 1832, ' 
it appears that the definition of a " Native " then employed was 
the " son of parents of whom either one or both were of pure 
unmixed native extraction.” 

In Vol. II A of the Cadet Registers (17 MS. Volumes) appears 
the name of Richard Samuel Richardson, with the followng 
note : — 

" Standing orders of Company respecting Natives of India dispensed.with 
in favour of M*' Richardson, the February, 1792.” 

Richardson’s first commission bears date 19th Sept., 1792. 
He rose to be Surgeon, and died at Barrackpur on 24th Nov., 
1818. 

In their Proceedings of 14th July, 1797, the Calcutta Medical 
Board recommend James Lumsdaine, " a native, but well quali- 
fied,” for appointment as temporary Assistant Surgeon in an 

* C.P,L. of 1784, p. 1136, O. C. 26th July, 1784, No. lo. 

J'' 
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expedition to the East, and he was appointed from 17th July. 
This expedition never took place, but Lumsdaine was appointed 
Acting Assistant Surgeon for Bencoolen in Proceedingsoi 9th Nov., 
1797. He was confirmed in the Bengal Service from 9th Sept., 
1799, became full Surgeon, and retired on 5th July, 1825. 

A letter from Court dated 12th Feb., 1806, published in the 
C.G. of 31st July, 1806, appoints William Noyes to be Assistant 
Surgeon, subject to his passing an examination, and not being a 
native of India. 

" We have appointed William Noyes, now Surgeon of the William 
Pitt, an Assistant Surgeon on your Establishment, provided he shall appear 
on examination by your Medical Board to be qualified for that station, and 
that the Governor General in Council shall be satisfied that he is not the 
son of a native Indian. His order of rank will be transmitted to you on a 
future opportunity.” 

Noyes had but a brief career in India. He was appointed 
Surgeon to the commercial Residency at Radnagore, (Radhanagar 
in Midnapur), and died there the following year, on i8th Nov., 
1807. 

In Vol. XXV of the books of Assistant Surgeons’ certificates 
occurs the following order appointing J. G. Vos an Assistant 
Surgeon in 1832, which gives the conditions then laid do%vn as 
necessary for appointment to the I.M.S. Vos was commissioned 
from i6th Sept., 1832, became full Surgeon, retired on 15th Oct., 
1850, and died at Southampton on 28th April, i860. 

" We have appointed M* James Gregory Vos, M.D., now at your 
Presidency, an Assistant Surgeon upon your Establishment, provided he 
is not tlie son of parents of whom either one or botli are of pure unmixed 
native extraction, that he is not under 22 years of age, or exceptionable 
in any other respect, subject also to bis being first examined and found 
qualified for the profession by your Medical Board. Upon the conditions 
before stated we direct you to admit him an Assistant Sturgeon, and 
administer to him the usual oath of fidelity to the Company. M' Vos’ 
order of rank will be transmitted at a future date. [Approved, Committee 
for passing military* appointments, 15*** August, 1832, Bengal Military.] ” 

G. O. No. 47, dated 22nd March, 1830, published in the C.G. 
of 29th March, 1830, notifies, in exactly the same wording, the 
appointment of Assistant Surgeon James Hartley, who was 
actually ranked from 2nd Oct., 1829. Several other similar cases 
are notified from time to time. 

Cadets were sometimes appointed to the Indian Armj^ in the 
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same manner, young men who were in India at the time of their 
appointment. " One such case may be seen in G.O. of 22nd Nov., 
1830, published in the C.G. of 29th Nov., 1830, appointing Mr. 
Josias Dupre Fergusson a Cadet of Infantry in Bengal. Muiatis 
mutandis, the wording of the order is exactly the same. as for th^ 
Assistant Surgeons. 

It was not until 1854 that British nationality was made a 
condition of appointment, using the word British in the wdest 
sense. The first of the rules for competition, published in 1854, 
throws open appointments to “ all natural-bom subjects of Her 
Majesty,” and to them only. Many foreigners have served in 
the I.M.S. prior to that date. Ephraim Morton, (Madras, ist 
Oct., 1790), and Josiah Harlan, (Bengal, ist July, 1824-27), were 
Americans, citizens of the ‘United States.* Theodore Cantor, 
(Bengal, 1839), was a Dane ; Aloys Sprenger, the famous Oriental 
scholar, (Bengal, 1B43), was a Swiss.’ 

By the India Act of 1853, Act 16 and 17 Viet., cap. 95, 
admission to the I.M.S. was ordered in future to be made by 
competitive examination only, and was thrown open to ” all 
natural-bom subjects of Her Majesty,” as stated above. 

The first competitive examination was held in Jan., 1855, 
when the list of successful candidates was Jieaded by S. O G. 
Chuckerbutty, one of the Bengali students who had gone to 
England with Goodeve ten years before, and who had served as 
an Uncovenanted Medical Ofiicer in Bengal from 1850-54. " 

Since then a large number of natives of India have entered 
the service by competition, and most of them have served with 
credit and success. Dr. Chuckerbutty and Dr. Chandra filled 
in succession the post of Professor of Materia Medica in the 
Calcutta Medical College, along with that of Second Physician 
to the Medical College Hospital ; and both were successful as 
Teachers and as Physicians. Only twice since that time, in 
July, 1910, and in July, 1913, has the list been headed by an 
Indian. 

Only three Indians had succeeded in entering the Service by 
competition prior to its closure from i860 to 1865. Chuckerbutty, 
as’ stated, passed first in Jan., 1855. He died on furlough in 

* The strange career of Josiah Harlan, first Surgeon, later General and 
Governor, has been related in Chap. XXVIII, Doctors as Civil and ~Poliiical 
Officers. 
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London on 2gth Sept., 1874. R. C. Chandra entered on 27th 
Jan., 1858, lie retired as Brigade Surgeon on i8th Oct,, 1891, and 
died in London on 20th Dec., 1895. Both Clnickerbutty and 
Chandra were Bengalis, and both served in Bengal. The third, 
Rustonijee B3Tainjcc, the first Parsi to gain admission,, entered 
on 29111 Jan., 1857, was posted to Bombay, retired as Surgeon- 
Jlajor on 6th Oct., 1875, and died at Ravenscourt Park, West 
London, so reccnllj^ as 3rd Nov., 1913. 

No Indian lias been confirmed as an A.M.O., in the rank of 
Colonel. Lieut. -Colonel E. P. Frenchman acted for some time as 
I.G. of Civil Hospitals in Burma. Lieut.-Colonel H. E. Banatvala 
is now acting in the same appointment in Assam, and presumably 
will be confirmed when the post becomes permanently vacant in 
April, 1914. 

The number of natives of India, counting those only with pure 
native names, who have entered the I.M.S. from Jan., 1855, to 
Aug., 1913, has been 109.* 

Bengal 26 • 

Madras . . . . “ . . . .14 

Bombay ........ 15 

Junior I.M.S 54 

Tlie conditions are now somewhat more stringent. The 
latest regulations for admission, issued by the India Office in 
Jlay, 1910, slate, in rule 2, that " candidates must be natural- 
bom subjects of His Majesty, of European or East Indian 
descent." This definition, it uill be observed, while opening the 
door to all colonists of European descent, French in Canada or 
Mauritius, Dutch in South Africa or Ceylon, closes it entirely, 
not only 011 British subjects of African descent, but on aU Asiatics, 
except Indians ; i.e. on Malays, Arabs, Chinese, etc. Portuguese 
in India apparently might claim both European and East Indian 
descent. It is not easy to see how Armenians, of whom many 
have entered the I.M.S., are included, for they are by descent 
neither European nor East Indian ; but apparently they have 
been considered as domiciled in India. 

In addition to the Assistant Surgeons, or Surgeons' Mates, 
appointed to the service in England, other young qualified men 
were from time to time permitted to go out to practise in India, 


* Portuguese and Armenian names are not included. 
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to succeed to appointments as Assistant Surgeon as vacancies 
occurred. The Company did not encourage men to go out on 
speculation ^vithout permission. 

The admission of a large number of Assistant Surgeons in 
1782-83 to the Bengal Medical Service, and the long discussions- 
oyer the respective rank of the men appointed from home and pf 
those locally admitted, a dispute which lasted for some sixteen 
years, has already been mentioned.* The number of men locally 
appointed during the next thirty years was not large. StiU the 
Government of India found it necessary, from time to time, when 
short-handed, to make a few such appointments. 

That of Lumsdaine-in 1797-99 has been quoted. The Proceed- 
ings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 9th jan., 1798, note the 
recommendation for teinporary employment as Assistant Surgeon 
at Dakka of WiUiam Tutin, a resident there, who had come out 
as Surgeon to an Indiaman. The appointment was sanctioned 
by Government. And in 1801 two doctors who are spoken of 
as residents of Calcutta, J. Hare, junior, and B. Reilly, were 
temporarily appointed. On 31st July, 1794, Thomas Lyon 
petitioned the Calcutta Medical Board, saying that he had been 
taken prisoner in the Indiaman Pigot on 7th Feb. of that year, 
that he had lost the savings. O.f.niup in the Company*^ 

,®^?®;-Suu4harhe had been a prisoner of war for threelnonths, 
■'^^d asked to be appointed an Assistant Surgeon in Bengal. The 
Medical Board recommended his appointment to the Bengal 
Government, which at first refused to make the appointment, 
but a week later agreed to do so.f All four of these officers' were 
eventually confirmed in the service. Lyon -was killed in the 
battle of Deig, in Bhartpur State, on 13th Nov., 1804. 

Numerous temporary local appointments were made to the 
Bengal Service in 1816-19, ^-t the time of the third Maratha war, 
and in 1824-25, for the first Burmese war. On both these 
occasions the Court insisted on the removal from the service of 
all the temporary Assistant Surgeons when the need for their 
services was over. On each occasion about one-half of the tem- 
porary men were successful in getting nominations to the Service 
in the regular way, and the rest were struck off. 


* See Chap. XIV, Strength from time to time. Also articles in Indian Medical 
Gazette, June to November, 1909. 

■ t Proceedings, Calcutta Medical Board, 4th Aug., and 5th Sept., 1794* • 
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nominated to a situation, either civil or military, in the service of the Com- 
pany, and who shall have- obtained such nomination in consequence of 
purchase, or agreement to purchase, or of any corrupt pretence whatever, 
either direct or indirect, by himself or by any other person, with or ivithout 
his privity, shall be rejected from the service of the Company, and ordered 
back to England, if he shall have proceeded to India before a discovery pf^ 
such corrupt practice be made ; . and if such situation shall have been so 
corruptly procured by himself, or with his privity, he shall be rendered 
incapable of holding that, or any other situation whatever, in the said 
service. Provided always, that if a fair disclosure of any corrupt trans- 
action or practice of the nature before described, wherein any Director has 
been concerned, shall be voluntarily made by the party or parties engaged 
in the same with such Director, the appointment thereby procured shall 
be voluntarily confirmed by the Court." 

In 1807, objections were made to medical officers of the Com- 
pany leaving their service to join the King’s Army. A Mily. Letter 
from Madras, dated 6th March, 1807, reports in para. 369 that 
Assistant Surgeon Piper has been discharged, having entered the 
King’s service ; and goes on to state that a rule has been made 
that, for the future, no medical officer will be permitted to retire 
-from the Company’s service without returning to England.* This 
rule does not seem ever to have been enforced. 

Later in the same year, another Madras Mily. Letter of' 21st 
Oct., 1807, states in para. 764, that in future Assistant Surgeons 
will be attached to a certain extent, at first, to King’s, regiments^^ 
to extend their medical knowledge, f 

The following appointment letter of Assistant Surgeon J. F. 
Berger, dated i8th Jan., 1814, is given as a specimen of the manner 
in which a number of men then joined the service. It is a sample 
of many, and shows how yo\mg medical men were allowed to go 
out to India to practise their profession, while waiting to succeed 
to vacancies as they might arise. Apparently they were not 
entitled to any pay until formally appointed to fiU a vacancy. 
But, as a rule, on arrival they would find several vacancies due 
to deaths or retirements which had arisen since their nomination, 
and would not have long to wait before they obtained a footing 
on the establishment. 

" Pursuant to reference of Court of 12*^ instant, 'the Committee have 
taken into consideration the petition of John Francis Berger, for leave 
to proceed to India as an Assistant Surgeon, and Berger having pro- 
duced the necessary testimonials of his qualification for that station are of 
opinion, he be permitted to proceed to Bengal to practise in the line of his 

* Abstracts, Letters from Madras, Vol. IX, 1806-12 (unpaged). t 
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profession and to succeed to the post of Assistant-Surgeon, and that his 
rank be settled at a future time. (Recommended by James Pattison, 
Esq.)" 


In the original letter Bengal is written and struck out, Madras 
being written above. Berger, as- a matter of' fact, never joined 
the Service at all. He may have been a foreigner, as he says in 
his application 'for an appointment, {Asst.-Surgeons' Certificates,. 
Vol. IX), that he was born at Geneva on 26th- June, 1778. He 
was therefore thirty-five at the time of his appointment to the 
I.M.S. He seems to have previously served in the A.M.D., as 
he spealcs of receiving his certificates from the War Office. 

The London College of Surgeons * used to grant, from 1745 
up to 1800, an inferior diploma, or certificate, by which the appli- 
cant was certified as qualified for appointment as Hospital Mate 
or Surgeon’s Mate in the Navy or Army, or to an Indiaman, or as 
Assistant Surgeon to an Indian Presidency. From 1800 to 1822 
they granted, in addition to the diploma of M.R.C.S., a second ' 
, diploma as Licentiate. The followng diploma granted to Assistant 
Surgeon James Mann, though dated 1811, appears to be a specimen 
of the earlier certificate. It occurs in the volume of Asst.-Surgeons' 
Certificates for 1811, and is a specimen of many. In the original 
the words shown in brackets, including, of course, the signatures, 
are in writing, the rest of the document in copper-plate print. 


. “To the Clerk to the Committee of Shipping of the Hon’ble United 
East India Company. Sir, — ^We have examined Mr. (James Mann) and 
find him qualified to serve as Assistant-Surgeon at any of the East India 
Company's Presidencies in the East Indies. 


“ We are. Sir, 


•' College of Surgeons. 
(i5‘^ February) i8 
fii.) 


'Charles Blicke . 
David Dundas . 
Thompson Forster 
C. Hawkins 
J. Earle . 

C. Chandler 
J. Keate . 
Everard Home . 
William Blizard 
^Henry Clive 


Master. 

I Governors. 

I Examiners.” 


• The London College has gone through the following forms ; ' Corponitipn 
of Barber Surgeons (1540-1745) ; Coiporation of Surgeons, London (1745-1S00) ; 
Royal College of Surgeons, London (1800-22) ; Royal College of Surgeons, 
England, from 1822. They have given, from time to time, the folloiving diplomas : 
M.R.C.S. (Corporation), 1540-1800; M.R.C.S., London, 1800-22; M.R.C.S., 
England, 1822 to date. Certificate, Corporation of Surgeons, 1745-1800. Licen- 
tiate, L.R.C.S., London, iSoo-22 ; Fellow, F.R.C.S., England, 1844 to date. 
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In a few cases, members of the Sub-Medical Department have 
been promoted to commissioned rank. Daniel Fallon was 
appointed Sub-Assistant Surgeon, in Bombay, on i6th Jan., 1817. 
He was promoted for good service in the field at Alashkara in 
Arabia, in Nov., 1820, when his immediate supei^r officer. 
Surgeon George Whigham, was killed in action. He was ajfipbinted 
Assistant Surgeon, Bombay, from 27th Jan., 1821, but without 
claim to future promotion. Possibly this bar to his rising 
in the Service might have been removed, had he lived long 
enough ; but he died of cholera at Panwell, Bombay, • on 9th 
April, 1828, before his turn for promotion had arrived. John 
Bowron was bom in Feb., 1799, entered the Bengal Sub-Medical 
Department as a medical pupil on ist July, 1813, became Apothe- 
cary on 7th Sept., 1816, got a commission as Assistant Surgeon, 
Bengal, from 20th Dec., 1825, became Surgeon on i6th Dec., 
1840, retired on 31st Dec., 1851, and died at Hove on 5th March, 
1899, having lived to a greater age than anj^ officer who 

had yet served in the I.M.S. William Leggatt was appointed 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon, Bombay, in Feb., 1823, served in the First 
Burmese War in that capacity on the cruiser Teignmoutli, was 
appointed an acting Assistant Surgeon in March, 1827, and 
confirmed in that rank from 3rd Jan., 1828. He became Surgeon 
on 9th Jan., 1843, and died on i6th M ay, -Tiumas' 

Prendergast, an Apothecary on the Madras Establishment, was 
nominated Assistant Surgeon on 17th Jan., 1830. Having 
declined to appear for examination before the Madras Medical 
Board, he was granted sick leave to England to prosecute 
further medical study ; but not having succeeded in qualifying, 
his appointment was revoked, and he was reappointed Apothecary . 

Since admission to the service was thrown open to competition, 
•a large number of members of the Sub-Medical Department have 
succeeded in gaining commissions by examination.* 

During the last twenty-five years of the nomination system 
commissions as Assistant Surgeons in the I.M.S. were several 
times given by Directors of the Company as prizes at various 
Medical Schools. In 1832 a student recommended by London 
University was nominated by Sir R. Campbell, but this appoint- 
ment hardly proved a success, as W. D. Nash, who was thus 
appointed, resigned, after a few years' service, on 14th June, 1838. 

* See Chap. XXVII, The Uncovenanled and Subordinate Medical Servicsu.^ 

. 
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111 1842 and 1S49 nominations were given b}' Sir J. Lushington 
to the London College of Surgeons, also one in 1847 the Court 
of Directors. At least eight othe.r nominations were given by 
different Directors, from 1852 to 1855, as prizes for competition 
at Medical Schools. A list of these prizemen is given below : — 


Mc(!ic.il Sdiool. 


Director nominating. 


Date o{ Commi^''i'C'n. ! 


iSlh Sept,., I.S.J2 


xpth Jnne, iS.}7 
.lilt Feb., 

3otb 1S52 

20th April. 1S33 
iSUt June, 1S53 
aolh Ocl., 1S53 
20th Oct., 1S53 
30lh Dee., 
i4lh Jnn.. 1855 
9U1 J.in., 1S56 


Namr. 


\V. CnK.icr 


J. Winiuiu'; 

O. ll.nn.‘»t>iow 
\V. D. Bent son 
T. J. Dnthoil 
F. N. Macnainar.'i. 
A. J. Date 
A. Santlcnon. 

J. C. Annesley 
it. 11 . BaTlrnin 
J. H. Thornton 


Komin.'ilctl by 
Council U. C. S. 
(Bart.'s) 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Gny’.s 

Bart.*.*; 

Kind’s College 
London Hospital 
Aberdeen 
St. George’s 
Guy’.s 

King’.s College 


Sir J. Lnsbington 


Court of Directors 
Sir J. Lushington 
J. Masterman 
J. itfasterman 
\V. A. C. Plowdcn ' 
R. Ellis 
Col. J. Sykes 
R. D. Mangles 
J. Masterman 
\V. H. L. Melville 


Most of the officers thus nominated fairly justified their early 
success. Two fell in the j\Inliny, Hansbrow, murdered at Bareli, 
and Bartnim, killed in the relief of Lucknow. Four, Beatson, 
Dale, Sanderson, and Thornton, rose to the rank of Deputy 
Surgeon-General, Thornton also being decorated with the K.C.B. ; 
-Dutlioit died at five, Crozicr at.twcnty years' service. Williams, 
Annesley, and Macnamara retired with between twenty and 
twenty-five years’ service ; the last had held the Professorship 
of Chemistry in Calcutta for over twenty years. Sanderson was 
appointed to the Madras Service, all the others to Bengal. 

Age on admission . — The first introduction of any age limit 
on admission appears to have been about 1821. The regulations 
for admission published in the East India Register of 1822 state 
that the newly appointed Assistant Surgeon must not be under 
twenty years of age. In 1835 the age for admission was raised 
to twenty--two, at which age it I'cmained until Jan., 1887, when it 
was lowered to twent3>'-one. 

Previous to 1855, no maximum age limit existed. On many 
occasions men were appointed at ages which seem to us nowadays 
absurdly high. Lewis Blohme, appointed Assistant Surgeon on 
6th July, 1772, four years later, on 19th Dec., I 77 ^» resigned on 
account of age and in firm ities, and was pensioned on Lord Clive s 
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Fund, Fort William General letter of 19th, Dec., 1776, reports 
in para. 12 — 

" D* Lewis Blohme, late a Surgeon on that Establishment; permitted 
to resign on account of his age and long illness. Have granted him 
certificates to obtain a pension.” ' 

In the volume of Asst-Surgeons’.,^ Certificates for iSiiTtSeorge ' 
Hewetson, appointed to Madras on 28th July, i8ii, swears to 

- his age as 49 years 6 months, on 17th April, 1811. Joseph 
Marechaux, appointed to Bengal on 31st July, 1812, was bom on 
26th Aug., 1764, consequently was within a month of 48 on first 
appointment. Hewetson died at Vellore on 9th Aug,, 1824, 
Marechaux was drowned on 5th Dec., 1814, so neither of them , 
lived long enough to earn a pension. 

Even so late as 1853, such appointments seem to have been 
occasionally made. The Lancet of 9th July, 1853, contains a 
letter on the grievances of the I.M.S., in which the writer complains 
of old and sometimes unqualified men being appointed to the 
Service. The reference in this case is probably to R. C. Knight, 
who was appointed Assistant Surgeon in Bengal on 4th Feb., 1853. 
Neither his age nor his qualification, if any, are recorded ; but he 
had served as an Acting Asst,-Surgeon in Bombay in 1840-41, 
and as an Uncovenanted Medical Officer in 1850-52, so must h^e/-^ 
been much older than most of the men' joining. ' Other Assistant 
Surgeons appointed in 1853 at ages higher than usual were Peter 
O’Brien and Arthur Young. O’Brien was bom oh 19th Nov., 
1806, and appointed Assistant Surgeon on 20th Nov., 1853, at -the 
age of 47. He had, however, served for nine years in the Gwalior 
Contingent as an Uncovenanted Medical Officer, and was by no 
means imqualified, as he had obtained the diploma of M.R.C.S. 
in 1843, before his first appointment, was also M.D. of Calcutta, 
and took the F.R.C.S., England, later, in 1859. Young was bom 
on 2ist Dec., 1816, officiated as Assistant Surgeon in Bombay from 

- 5th Dec., 1846, subsequently serving as an Uncovenanted Medical 
Officer in Sind, before he obtained a commission as Assistant 
Surgeon, Bengal, on 20th Oct., 1853, when he was nearly 37. 

Knight died at Bijnor on 14th June, i860, but both O’Brien 
and Young lived to retire on pension. Young surviving up to 27th 
March, 1906. ' - 

The admission regulations of 1855 fix the age for admission 
as 22 to 28, and these age-limits have remained in force ever 
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" ' Passage Money. If the Assistant Surgeon should proceed in one of 
the Company’s ships, he will have to pay £95 for his accommodation at the 
Captain’s Table," or £55 for his accommodation at the Third Mate’s Miess, 
and his passage money must be lodged in the hands. of the Company’s 
Paymaster, for the said Captain or Third Mate. ’ ” \ 

Between 1822 and 1855 the following additions to and'^idtera- 
tions in these rules appear in the successive half-yearly issues 
of the East India Register. 

In 1825. " At a Court of Directors held on Friday, the 27th February, 
1818 — Resolved that Cadets and Assistant Surgeons be in future ranked • 
according to the seniority of the Directors nominating them, from the date 
of sailing of the several ships from Gravesend (whether the Company’s or 
Private Traders) by Lloyds’ list, and that those who may embark at any 
of the outports, be likewise ranked upon the same principle from the date 
of the ship’s departure from such ou^ort by Lloyds’ list." 

In 1828. " The Assistant Surgeon will likewise be required to take a 
copy of the work published by M' Annesley, entitled ‘ Sketches oj the most 
prevalent Diseases of India,’ and will then receive a certificate of his appoint- 
ment. signed by the Secretary, for which he will be required to pay a fee 
of £s in the Secretary’s office.” 

The clause regarding the execution of a covenant for £500 ’ 
is omitted in 1825. 

In 1834 the clause requiring him to take a copy of Annesley’s 
work is omitted, and three new clauses entered. 

" The Assistant Surgeon is also required, as a condition to'lxis appoint- 
ment, to subscribe to the military or medical fund at his respective presi- ' 
dency, t 

“ The Assistant Surgeon is required, by resolution of Comi: of tlie 21®^ of 
May 1828, to apply at the Cadet office for his orders for embarkation, and 
actually proceed under such orders within three months from the date of 
being passed and sworn before the Military Committee ; he will then be 
furnished with an order to obtain the certificate of his appointment, signed 
by the Secretary, for which he will pay a fee of £s in the Secretary’s office. 

“ ‘ At a Court of Directors held 2i®t May, 1828 . — Resolved that all the 
Cavalry and Infantry Cadets and Assistant Surgeons who shall fail to 
s-Ppiy nt the Cadet office for their orders for embarlcatioh within three 
■ months from the date of their being passed and sworn before the Committee, 
or shall not actually proceed under such orders, be considered as having 
forfeited their appointments, unless special circumstances shall justify the 
Court’s departure from this regulation." 

In 1836 the qualification in medicine is stated as follows in 
addition to attendance on lectures : — 

Above all, that he should produce a certificate of having attended 
diligently the practice of the Physicians at some general hospital in London 
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for six months, or at some dispensary in London for twelve months, or at 
some general hospital in the country (within the United IQngdom) for six 
months ; provided such provincial Hospital contain at least, on an average, 
one hundred in-patients, and have attached to it a regular establishment 
of Physicians as well as Surgeons.” 

Jn 1836 the age of admission was also raised to twenty-two. 

In 1838 the clause " or at some dispensary in London ” is 
omitted, and the following sentence added 

*' No attendance on the practice of a Physician at any Dispensary will 
be admitted." 

In 1842 is added a clause to the effect that subscription to 
the ^Military Orphan Society is compulsory on Assistant Surgeons 
appointed to Bengal. 

In 1S43 the following paragraph is added to the qualification 
required in Surgery : — 

" He is also required to produce a certificate from the Cupper of a Public 
Hospital in London, of having acquired, and being capable of practising 
with proper dexterity, tlie art of cupping.’ 

In 1848 the foUowng addition is made about qualification in 
Surgery : — 

” The Assistant Surgeon, upon receiving a nomination, will be furnished 
mth a letter to the Court of Examiners of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
to be examined in Surgery and their certificate will be deemed a satisfactory 
testimonial of his qualification." 

The rules then go on to say, as before, tliat a diploma from 
Glasgow University, or from one of the Colleges of Surgeons, 
will be accepted. 

In 1852 the following is added to the end of the paragraph on 
" Qualification in Physic ” : — 

" It is also expected that the Assistant Surgeon will produce a certificate 
of having diligently attended, for at least three months, the practical 
instruction given at one of the Asylums for the treatment of the Insane and 
at one of the Institutions or Wards of a hospital especially dedicated to the 
treatment of Ophthalmic disease. He will also be required to attend a 
course of lectures on the principles and practice of Military Surgery, if such 
a coume shall be given at the place at which he has been educated." * 

* A Chair of Military Surgery was founded in Edinburgh in iSo6, and filled 
from 1806 to 1822 by Dr. Thomson, who was succeeded by Sir George Ballingall. 
Mr. Tufnell, a retired Army Surgeon, began to lecture on the same subject at . 
Dublin in 1846, in the College of Surgeons there. Both these chairs were sub- 
sidized by the State, and both were abolished on the foundation of the Army 
Medical School. 
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The Regulations passed for the first competitive examination, 
in. Jan., 1855, are contained in the East India Register for that 
year, and are as follows : — 

“All natural-born subjects of Her Majesty may be candidates for 
admission into the service of the East India Company as Assistant SurgMns. 
They must, however, be between twenty-two and twenty-eight years of 
age, and of sound bodily health. 

“ They must subscribe and send in to D' Scott, Physician .to the East 
India Company, before the 10*^1 day of December, 1854, a declaration to 
the following effect : — 

" ' I (Christian and surname at full length) a candidate for employment 
as an Assistant Surgeon in the service of the East India Company, do hereby 

declare that I was years of age on the day of last, and that 

I labour under no constitutional disease or physical disability that can 
interfere with the due discharge of the duties of a medical officer ; and I 
also attest my readiness to proceed on duty to India within three months of 
receiving my appointment.' 

" This declaration must be accompanied by the following documents : — 

" I. Proof of age, either by extract from the register of the parish in 
which the candidate was bom, or by his own declaration, pursuant to the 
Act 5 and 6 William IV, cap. 62.- 

“2. A diploma in surgery, or a degree in medicine provided that an 
examination in surgery be required for such degree, from some body 
competent by law to grant or confer such diploma or degree. 

" 3. A certificate of having' attended two courses of lectures, of six 
months each, on the practice of physic, and of having attended for six 
months the practice and clinical instruction of the Physicians at somQ 
Hospital, containing at least, on an average, one hundred in-patients, 
or of having attended one course of lectures, of six months, on the 
practice of physic, amd clinical instruction for twelve months. 

" 4. A cer^cate of having attended for three months the practical 
instruction given at one of the public Asylums for the' treatment of the 
Insane. 

"5. A certificate of having attended for three months one of the 
institutions or wards of a Hospital especially devoted to the treatment of 
ophthalmic disease. 

" 6. A certificate of having attended a course of lectures on midwifery, 
and of having conducted, at least, six labours. 

“ 7. A certificate of having acquired a practical knowledge of cupping. 

" Candidates may also, at their option, send in certificates of attendance 
at any Hospitals, or at any course of lectmes in addition to the above. 
Attendance on a course of military smrgery is recommended. 

“ Candidates producing satisfactory certificates will be admitted to an 
examination to be held in January, 1855. 

“ The examination will include the following subjects : — 

" T. Surgery in all its departments. 

“ 2. Medicine, including the diseases of women and children, thera- 
peutics, pharmacy, and hygiene. 

" 3. Anatomy and physiology, including comparative anatomy. 

"4. Natural history, including botany and zoology. 
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" The examination will be conducted— 

" r. B}' means of written questions and answers. 

** 2. Bjr object examinations and experiments, when the subject admits 
of such tests. 

'* 3. By practical examination at the bedside of the patient, and by 
dissections and operations on the dead body. 

" 4. By viva voce examination. 

“ The pensons-who shall be pronounced by the examiners best qualified 
in all respects shall be appointed to fill the requisite number of appointments 
as Assistant Surgeons in the East India Company’s service. 

" All Assistant Surgeons arc required to subscribe to the military or- 
mcdical, and medical retiring funds, at the Presidencies to which they may 
be respectively appointed, and to the Military Orphan Society also if 
appointed to Bengal. 

’* All Assistant Surgeons who shall neglect or refuse to proceed to" India 
under the orders of the Court of Directors, within three months from the 
date of their appointment, will be considered as having forfeited them, 
unless special circumstances shall justify a departure from this regulation. 

" Candidates may apply to D*^ Scott, 13, Stratton Street, for further 
infomiation, if needed. 

*' N.B . — ^The certificates and notices as to examinations herein con- 
tained apply only to the examination to be held in January next. Regula- 
tions regarding the requirements of candidates for future examinations will 
be issued after the first examination. 

*' Candidates who may not have been able to attend the practice of an 
asylum for the insane, or of an ophthalmic hospital, for three months, 
previous to their offering themselves for examination in January, 1855, 
will not be excluded from examination, but will, if successful in obtaining 
recommendation for appointments, be required to produce certificates of 
having attended such practice during the interval between the examination 
and the time of proceeding to India. 

" The Board of Examiners of Candidates for the appointments of 
Assistant Surgeons in the East India Company’s service give notice that, 
on the 8^'* January, 1855, they will hold examinations at the East India 
House, for the selection of Assistant Surgeons. The selection will be made 
according to merit, and it is expected that about thirty appointments \vill 
be awarded.” . • 


In spite of the notice given that the above regulations were 
intended to apply only to the first competitive examination, 
very little change was made during the next five years. In 1856 
the practical study of surgical operations on the dead body was 
recommended, and the follo^ving clauses added to the regulations , 
the first following the rule for proof of age required : 


” A certificate of moral character from a Magistrate, or a JCmster of 
the religious denomination to which the candidate belongs, who as pe - 
ionally Imown him for at least two preceding y^s. . , . v 

" The persons -who shaU be pronounced by the e^nuners to be tte best 
}ualified in all respects will be appointed to fill the.requisi e nu 
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appointments in the East India- Company’s service, and so far as the - 
requirWents of the service will permit they .will have the choice of the 
Presidency in India to which they shall be appointed according to 
the order of merit in which they stand on the list resulting from such 
examination. 

** A copy of these regulations and any further information may be 
obtained on application to the Secretary of the Military Department- East 
India House. 

" The examinations will take place in the months of January and July 
in each year, and due notice will be given by public advertisement of the 
days appointed and of the probable number of candidates to be. selected.” 

The India Act of 1853, (Act 16 and 17 Viet., cap. gs), 
provides that all future admissions to the East India Company’s 
Service, including Assistant Surgeons, after 30th April, 1854, shall 
be by competitive examination. This law, however, wus not 
strictly carried out, as some fifty appointments to the I.M.S. were 
made by nomination between 30th April and 31st Dec., 1854. The 
first competitive examination was held in Jan. 1855, when only 
twenty-eight candidates appeared to compete for tliirty vacancies. 
The examiners were Messrs. Paget, Busk, Hooper, and E. A. 
Parkes. Competitive examination for the A.M.D. was introduced . 
in 1857, the first examination, -for twenty vacancies, being held 
on i6th July, 1857. 

In 1864 a Bill was introduced by Sir Charles Wood, Secretary 
of State for India, to authorize the Government to appoint 
Assistant Surgeons to the I.M.S. without competition, thus partly 
cancelling the Act of 1853. The proposal was lost by two votes. 
The numbers voting, 46 to 44, look as if not much interest was 
taken in the matter. 

It is worthy of remark that, while a nomination as Assistant 
Surgeon -in the I.M.S. had for years been, considered a prize 
worthy of competition by some of the best students in the medical 
schools, when the whole number of appointments was thrown 
open to competition, the number of candidates, twenty-eight, 
was less than the number of vacancies, thirty. At the second 
examination, held in July, 1855, for fifty vacancies, fifty-five 
candidates competed, and forty-six were selected. From 1855 to 
i860, indeed, competition for the I.M.S. does hot 'appear to have 
been brisk. It was not until 1865, after admission to the service 
had been suspended for nearly five years, that the competition 
became really severe. 

From ist Oct., 'i860, to ist April, 1865, no new admissiqij^'n 
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(u tin- I. M S. \vcr«' nvul*’, whilo fho qtK'sfinn (>f nnialgamating 
tin* l.M.S. with th«- A.M.l). was mith-r consideration. When 
the Servirr w.v. ;?j;.’*.in thuiwn ojjcn to competition, early in 1865, 
amojii; the stu'r<".-'>{\d randidate*; were six young Assi.stnnl Sur- 
geons wh<» h.ad ji5St {;om« ihrongh the Net ley conr.^e in the A.Itl.D., 
j. t'leghojn. K. llarvi v, j. lii'nnett, H. Cook, J. T. Welsh, and 
A. Barry. Die li''* w.e- Invaded hy Keinn'lh McLeod, afterwards 
Pndcssuj nf Sniv.dv in C.dcnlta. and of Military Medicine in the 
Army Medical S'dinol at Net ley. Tlje si’cond was Cleghom, wlio 
hecamo Bijcc.tor*(ii'ner.'d in 1895, jnst thirty years later, and the 
third w.is Harvey, wln» .'^nccccd' d Clcghorn in that post in 1898. 
.Among the Assistmtt Surgeons of the .A.M.D., in the batch which 
Harvey and Cleghorn had left, was W. Taj'lor, afterwards Director- 


Gener.al. 

The rules issued for tin* examination of 1S65 do not differ 
gjv.atly from tliosc; of 1855, t<‘n years earlier, as far as the examina- 
tion itself is concerned. But they include rules for the Netlc5f 
course, which w.^s not in existence at (he last preceding examina- 
tion in iSr»o. Tin; niles are. given in full in the Bengal Amy List 
*fLe. chief <liffercnccs from 1S55 arc as follows : — 


" a {(). TIio camlid.ite must possess a tltploma in Surgery or a license 
10 pnicti-e it, .a.-? wcH as a tlcgrce in medicine, or a license to practise it in 
CrtMl Itritain or Irel.nnd. 

*' (d), Degr»-cs, ttiplom.xs, licenses, and certificates of their regislration 
in .iccord.nncc with the Mcdic.il Act of 1S58, must be lodged at the India 
Office, for cxinmination .and registry, .it Ic.ist one fortnight .before the 
eandid.itc appears for e.xamination," 

Rules 3 to 6 give the subjects for examination. Those for 
the competitive examination were three only, anatomy and 
physiology, surgery, and medicine, including therapeutics and 
diseases of women and children. Candidates who desired to do 
so might also lake up comparative anatomy, zoology, botan3^ 
and phj’sics, but marks gained in these subjects only counted 
for place among the successful competitors, not for gaining a 
place among those successful. 

** 8. After passing the preliminary examination, every candidate will bo 
required to attend one entire course of practical instruction at the Army 
Medical School, before being admitted to his examination for a commis- 
sion, on — 

(i) Hygiene. 

(a) Clinical and Military Medicine. 
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(3) Clinical and Military Surgery. . • 

(4) Pathology of Diseases and Injuries incident to Milita^ Service,. 

These courses are to be of not less than four months’ duration. - 

“ 9. At their conclusion, the candidate will be required to pajss an 
examination on the subjects taught in the school. The examination will 
be conducted by the Professors of the school. 

" The Director-General, or any Medical Officer deputed by him, may , 
be present and take part in the examination. If the candidate 'giws 
satisfactory e\ddence of being qualified for the practical duties of an Army 
Medical Of&cer, he will be eligible for a commission as Assistant Surgeon. 

" 10. During the period of his residence at the Army Medical School, 
each candidate will receive an allowance of 5s. per diem \vith quarters, or 
7s. per diem without quarters, to cover all costs of maintenance, and he will 
be required to provide himself with uniform {j)iz. the regulation undress 
uniform of an Assistant Surgeon of the British Service, but -witliout the 
sword). 

" II. All candidates wll be required to conform to such rules of 
discipline as the Senate may, from time to time, exact. 

" The persons who shall be pronounced by the Examiners to be the best 
qualified in all respects will be appointed to fill the requisite number of 
appointments as i^sistant Surgeon in Her Majesty’s Indian Army, and, 
so far as the requirements of the service will permit, they will have the choice 
of the Presidency in India to which they shall be appointed, according to 
the order of merit in which they stand on the list, resulting from the 
preliminary examination. 

"12. All Assistant Surgeons, shall neglect or refuse to proceed to 
India under the orders of the Secreti^^'-€^,^Stete for India \vithin two 
months from the date of their appointment, \^'Be^w5s!tie5ed^ having 
forfeited it, unless special circumstances shall justify a departure^'oifl-cit^.. 
regulation. 

13. Myopia, necessitating the use of glasses, is a disqualification for 
admission to the Indian Medical Service.” 

Since 1865 little alteration has been made in the regulations 
for admission. In Jan., 1887, the minimum age for admission 
to the competitive examination was reduced from twenty-two 
to twenty-one years. In Aug., 1891, a rule was made that no 
candidate shoidd compete for admission more than t\vice ; in 
Jan., 1898, raised to three times. In 1866 a moderate degree 
of myopia was permitted by the Regulations, provided that the 
candidate did not require to wear glasses to operate. In 1873, 
French, German, and Hindustani were added to the optional 
extra subjects of examination. In 1880 the pay of the Surgeons 
on probation at Netley was raised to eight shiUings, and in 1903 
to fourteen shillings a day. 

A Madras G. 0. of 14th Aug., 1821, orders that newly joined 
Assistant Surgeons shaU undergo a probationary course, on their 
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first arrival, of instruction in the treatment of diseases of India, on 
the completion of which they were examined by the Medical 
Board, and, if found fit, reported duly qualified to enter upon the 
general duties of the army. Anotlier Madras G.O. of i8th Aug., 
1829, laj^s dovm that, after finishing the first part of his proba- 
tionary course, and being reported qualified for the charge of 
■ acute cases of the principal diseases of India, tlie Assistant Surgeon 
may be posted to one of His Majesty’s regiments for the second 
part of his course. 

In all three Presidencies, for many years, a modification of 
this s j?stem was in force. The newly j oined Assistant Surgeon ivas 
posted, on his arrival, to the Presidency, and there underwent 
a certain amovmt of instruction in the diseases of India, in the 
chief hospitals of the cit}^ while waiting until his services were 
required elsewhere. After the institution of the Netley course, 
however, no fixed period for his stay was required, and no 
examination held ; he was only detained at the Presidency until 
required for other duty. This system continued in force until 
about 1879. 

Examinations for Promotion were held at a very early date. 
In Long’s Schcfions, No. 591, p. 282, is quoted an instance of 
such an examination in 1762. 

" Proceedings ii<* November, 1762. — Peter Smith, Surgeon’s Mate 
in the Army, Im-ing arrived from Patna, ordered the Secretary to direct 

Clement Crooke to call to his assistance one or more of the Surgeons of 
the Europe ships and examine M*' Smith on liis knowledge of his profession. 
And after such examination they are to report to the Board whether they 
esteem him properly qualified to be promoted to be a Surgeon to the Array.” 

Peter Smith was duly examined and passed. He died at 
Daklca in Jan., 1779. The report of Smith's examination is 
entered in the Bengal Cons, of 15th Nov., 1762. It is signed hy 
Clement Crooke, James Lind, and Christopher King. Crookes 
career has been related in Chap. XII, William Fullerton, and the 
Faina Massacre ; Lind’s in Chap. XXIV, The Sea Service. Lind 
was Surgeon of the Drake, and King of the Eardmcke. 

Orders were passed in Madras in 1775 Assistant Surgeons 
should in future be examined before promotion to the ran * 0 
Surgeon. There are several entries to this effect, some of wfecii 
have been quoted above, in tlie Mily- Cons, of ^ 775"7 • ® 

subject appears to have been raised b}’’ Terence a agan. 
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■was one of the Assistant Surgeons specially noted as not to be 
promoted, so presumably was unqualified. On gth April, 1775, he 
applied for promotion to Surgeon, sa5dng that he had ser'v^ed for 
eight years, and seen much war ser-vice ; he was answered that 
there was lio vacancy. A similar petition, dated 12th Sept., 
1775, received the same answer. On 12th Oct., he complained'" 
that Pasley, the senior Surgeon, was prejudiced against liim, 
therefore he objected to being examined in Madras, and asked 
leave to go to England, with a recommendation to Court for 
promotion, if he could pass at Surgeons’ Hall. Orders were issued 
that he must be examined- in Madras," and Surgeons Anderson, 
Boswell, and Da-vies were directed to examine him. Boswell 
got out of this duty, on the plea of want of leisure ; Anderson and 
Davies examined Gahagan, and reported unfavourably upon his 
qualifications. He was then granted leave to go home, ' and 
sailed in Feb., 1776, on the Ankerwyke. His departure was 
reported to Court in Madras Separate Letter of 14th Feb., 1776, 
para. 5.* 

" Assistant Surgeon Terence Gahagan allo'wed to return to Europe. 
On examination he -was judged unqualified to succeed as Surgeon, but he 
bears a very good character, has been g years in your Ser-vdce constantly 
employed in Hospitals, and is, therefore, recommended to Court’s attention 
should he make himself properly qualified.” 

Terence Gahagan entered the Madras Medical Service as 
Hospital Mate on 4th Aug., 1767, and was promoted to Surgeon, 
from I2th June, 1778.- A letter from Court dated 30th Jan., 
1778, in para 16, states that he is returning to . India on- the 
Grosvenor,^ and is appointed Surgeon at Madras, to rank next 
below the youngest Surgeon. He became Head Surgeon on 
15th Feb,, 1788, member of the Medical Board on 22nd Jan., . 
1800, retired on 29th Feb., 1812, and died in London on 21st 
Jan., 1814. His first regular qualification seems to have been 
the certificate from the London College, which he got in 1777. 
He afterwards obtained, in 1798, the M.D. of King’s College, 
Aberdeen. 

* Abstracts, Letters from Madras, Vol. II, 1773-84, p. 88. 

. t Grosvenor is still remembered on account of the tragic circumstances 
ra her loss, on 4th Aug., 1782, on the coast between Natal and Delagoa Bay. 
Her crew and passengers numbered about X42, under Captain Coxon. Most of 
them got safely ashore, including three ladies and five children ; but only a few, 
five men and a b^, survived to reach the Dutch settlement at the Cape. See 
Bengal. Past and Present, Vol. II, p. 324. 
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For ?civer;il y<'ars after Gahagan's promotion, a dispnic went, 
on between him on the on<! side, and Snrgcons Binmw and Mein 
on the other, as to their respeetivo seniority; The (piestion was, 
whether Gahngan's rank as Surgeon shonld dale from Oct., 1777, 
the date of the Court's order for his promotion, or from tlic date 
of his snbscqiionl anaval at Jtadras, on return from leave. The 
Court finally dt eided in favour of Gahagan. 

Tins earh' promotion oNaminalion .seems to have gradually 
boon discontinued. 

The iwamination h'r i)romoti(m from Assistant Surgeon to 
Surgeon w.is reintroduced in the new warnml of i86.j for the 
para. 33."“ 


’* A««t. Siirpcons of twelve years* service from the dale of first com- 
mif-ion (of which two yc.irs r-hall have been passed in ch.argc of a native 
regiment) who sh.ill have p-^sed the prescribed examiimtion in profo.ssional 
f.nbjcft.s will be promoted to the rank of Surgeon.’' 


Th<‘ Koyal Warrant of loth Maj% iS73,t wliich abolished the 
rank of Assistant Stirg<*on, directs in paragrapli 2- • 


"A Surgeon shall lx* promoted to Singcon M.ijor on completion of 
twelve years* service from dati* of first commission, subject to his passing 
such examination nr, onr I'rincipa! Sccrcl.ary of Stale for India in Council 
may require." 

Tliis examination was dropped in 1880, imdcr llic provisions 
of the Royal Warrant of i6th Nov., 1880, J para, /f of which, 
omitting the order for promotion e.xamination, runs — 


"A Surgeon shall be promoted to Surgeon Major on completion of 
twelve years* scn'icc from date of first commission." 


Surgeon Robert Reid, one of the officers who entered the 
Bengal Medical Service on isl April, 1865, refused to appear or 
this promotion examination, and remained at the hea o ^ e 
list of Surgeons from ist April, 1877, when his contemporanes 
were promoted, to i6th Nov., 1880, when llic examma ion yas 
abolished, and he was promoted, with a loss of three an a 
years’ seniority. 


• See Chap. XXXVII, The Crown ^ucceds Ike Company. 
t See Chap, XXXVIII., 18O5 io 
X mi. 
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Since 1880 there has been no examination for promotion to 
Surgeon-Major or Major: But 'an examination for promotion 
from Lieut, to Captain was introduced by Notification No. 1047, 
dated 23rd Oct., 1903, by the Govt, of India, Mly. Dept.,* para. 4 
of which states — 

" Officers after completing eighteen months’ service will be required 
to pass an examination in. Military Law and Mihtary Medical organi- 
sation." 

■ Commencement of Service. — The medical officers appointed 
from 1855-60 counted their service from the date of the examina- 
tion at which they passed. From 1865 to the middle of, 1889 
their first commissions were dated from the day on which they 
joined the Army Medical School at Netley. From the middle , 
of 1899 to the middle of 1902 their commissions were dated 
from the day they passed out of Netley, under the provisions of 
I.A.C,, clause 115, of June, 1890. This change was made in order 
to assimilate the conditions of ser\dce in the I.M.S. to those of 
the’A.M.D.f At one time the Surgeons on probation for the 
Navy, the A.M.D., and I.M.S., all of whom had passed at the same 
examination, were all under training together 'at Netley, but 
ranking from three different dates, the Navy from the date of 
examination, the I.M.S. from the date of joining Netlej^ and the" 
A.M.D. from the date of leaving Netley. Finally, Notification 
No. 1047 of 23rd Oct., 1903, quoted above, again dated the newly 
joined officer’s commission from the day on which his com'se of 
instruction in England began, beginning with those who joined 
on 1st Sept., 1902. 

The Army Medical School.^— Both the Army Medical School 
jmd the Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley owe their foundation 
to the Crimean war. In 1857 a Royal Commission was appointed 
to inquire into " the regulations affecting the sanitary condition 
of the army, the reorganization of mihtary hospitals, and the 
treatment of the sick and wounded." Of this Commission the 
Right Honourable Sydney Herbert, afterwards Lord Herbert 
of Lea, was President ; Sir James Ranald Martin was one of the 

* See Chap. XXXIX, The New Service. 

t See Chap. XXXVIII, 1865 to 1896. 

t Mu^ of fte infomation about the Army Medical School is taken from an 
IMS *re&ed Caledonian Journal of Oct., 1906, by Col. K. McLeod, 
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mcinborj;. Lord Herbert was, in fact, the founder of the school, 
mid in his nieniory was huinded the, Herbert pri/.e, awarded each 
session to the candidate, who gets (he highest marks in the exami- 
nation held at the end of the term. The Commission reported 
to Parlianu'nt early in 1858. Among their proposals was one 
to liie effect — 


*' that, atlor the fust or liulrancc examination, ciuidiilatcs tor commissions 
should be rent to a military general hospital, there to go through a course 
of instruction in military hygiene and in clinical military medicine and 
surperj*, for whici) purpose tho necessary professional chairs, in Hen of the 
two now cxisUnjr in Kdinhnrglt ami Dublin, should be instituted at the 
principal general hospital in Eni'laml." 


The Royal Victoria Hospital, Nctlcy, was erected by the 
special desire of Her Majcslj* Queen Victoria, both she and the 
Prince Consort taking a personal interest in the plans. The 
foundation-stone was laid by the Queen on 10th jMay, 1856, and 
in 18G3 the building was completed and opened for the reception 
of soldiers invalided from India and the Colonics. 

The Army Medical School was first established at Fort Pitt, 
Chatham. Its Senate was appointed on 31st March, i860, and 
consisted of the following seven officers : — 


Inspr.-Gcnl. Gibson, C.B, 

„ J. R, JIartin. 

„ J. R. Taylor, C.B. 
,, T. Longmorc 
Surg.-Major C. Morchcad 
„ E. A. Parkes 
Dr. W. Aitken 


Director-General, A.M.D, 

Physician to the Secretary of State 
for India. 

I.G., A.M.D,, at Chatham. 
Professor of Military Surgery. 
Professor of Military Medicine. 
Professor of Military Hygiene. 
Professor of Patliology. 


Of the four professors, two were retired officers of the 
A.iSI.D., one, Dr. Morehcad, belonged to the I.M.S., and the 
fourth. Dr. Aitken, had served as Pathologist to the Army in 
the Crimea. 

The Army Medical School remained at Chatham for five 
sessions, or two and a half years. In the meantime one change 
had taken place in the staff, Surgeon-Major Morehead having 
resigned in March, 1861. He was succeeded by Surgeon-Major 
(Hony. Surgeon-General) W. C. Maclean, who remained in office 
for a quarter of a century, until 1886. On the completion of 
the Victoria Hospital the school was moved to Netley, where 
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its first session began on ist April, 1863. For the first two years, 
the selected candidates for the A.M.D. only attended the school, 
admission to the I.M.S. being temporarily suspended. In 1871 
the officers selected for the Medical Department of the Navy 
were also posted to Netley for instruction,' an additional pro- 
fessor being appointed to teach Naval hygiene. On the opening 
of the Naval Medical School at Haslar Hospital, Gosport, in 1880, 
the naval men ceased to attend Netley. • 

\ In igoi it was decided to reorganize the school, a new Army 
Medical School and Staff CoUege being erected at Millbank, on 
the site of the old penitentiary. This school was opened on ist 
September, 1902, the last batch of selected candidates for the 
R.A.M.C. leaving Netley on 29th June, 1902. After this date 
the probationers for both R.A.M.C. and I.M.S. were sent to the 
new school for two months, after which the Lieutenants of the. 
R.A.M.C. went on to Aldershot, those of the I.M.S. going to 
Netley, for two months’ instruction in military medicine and 
surgery. This system went on for nearly three years. The 
Netley School was finally closed on 31st May, 1905. Since then- 
aU Lieutenants on probation for both Services have attended 
the school at Millbank, and afterwards gone through .a course 
at Aldershot. 

Until the Netley School was closed, one of the Professor- 
ships, that of Military Medicine, was always held by a retired 
officer of the I.M.S., the Indian Government paying part of the 
cost of the school. As that Government pays no part of the 
cost of the Millbank School, it no longer appoints one of 
the professors. 

The Professorship of Military Medicine, at Fort Pitt and Netley, 
during the forty-five years that the school existed, from 1860- 
1905, was held by the following officers : — 

Surgeon-Major C. Morehead (Bombay), March, i860, t'o March, 1861. 

Surgeon-General W. C. Maclean (Madras), March, 1861, to Feb. 1886. 

Surgeon-Major D. B. Smith (Bengal), March, 1886, to June,. 1889. 

Brigade Surgeon H. Cayley (Bengal), June, 1889, to July, 1897. 

Colonel Kenneth McLeod (Bengal), Aug., 1897, to July, 1905. 

During its life of forty-five years, 3218 Surgeons on probation 
went through the Army School at Fort Pitt and Netley, 1687 for 
the A.M.D., 1318 for the I.M.S., and 213 for the Navy ; the two 
latter, .of com-se, at Netley onty. 
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The present system of instruction, at the Millbank School 
and at Aldershot, appears to have been found suited to the needs 
of the R.A.M.C. But whether it is adapted to those of the 
I.M.S. is, to say the least of it, doubtful. For a corps which serves 
in India only, it would seem that India is the proper place for 
iristructioh in tropical diseases. In the large hospitals of the 
Presidency towns may be found an inexhaustible supply of material 
for clinical' study and research. These hospitals are now well 
equipped wth modem appliances for bacteriological work. As 
almost all new arrivals in India land at Bombay, that city would 
probably be the most convenient in India as the site of a great 
tropical post-graduate school of medicine. Were such a school 
established, that would be the best place for training the 
Lieutenants on probation for the I.M.S., after they had gone 
through a short military course at Aldershot. 

Since the Crown took over the Government of India in 1858, 
all appointments to the I.M.S. have been made by competitive 
examination, with the exception of some six plague officers who 
were given direct commissions in India in 1902-03, and five men 
who have exchanged from the R.A.M.C. 

It may be of interest to give below a table of the marks gained 
by the successful competitors for the A.M.D. and the I.M.S. 
respectively, during a period of somewhat over twenty years, 
when candidates for the two Services imderwent the same com- 
petitive examination. For the greater part of this period, from 
1880-98, the candidates for the A.M.D. and for the I.M.S., though 
appearing for the same examination, had to declare beforehand 
which Service they wished to enter, and wei'e not competing 
against each other. From 1898 to 1901 the examination for the 
two Services was identical, and those who entered for it, provided 
they were by birth eligible for the A.M.D., were given the choice 
. of which Ser^dce they would select, according to their position 
on the list of successful candidates. 

In the later seventies of last century competition for the 
A.M.D. had ceased to exist. That service was very short-handed, 
and few applicants were forthcoming to fill many vacancies, con- 
sequently all who could pass a qualifying examination received 
_ commissions in the department. With the issue of the Royal 
Warrant of 27th Nov., 1879, this state of affairs instantly 
changed, and after an examination held on 8th Dec., 1879, 
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sixty-five commissions were given, the marks gained by those 
at the top of the list being very high. Surgeon-General Sir 
Alfred Keogh, K.C.B., afterwards Director-General, passed second 
on this occasion. For several examinations the marks required 
to be successful for the A.M.D. were liigher than those required 
for the I.M.S.* 

As a rule, the number of vacancies for the A.M.D. was larger 
than for the I.M.S., and it naturally follows that many men 
succeeded in gaining commissions in the former service who 
would have failed for the latter. 

For two years, Aug., 1887, to Feb., 1889, inclusive, no com- 
petitive examination for the A.M.D. was held. This leaves 
thirty-nine simultaneous exaininations, in five of which the first 
man for the A.M.D. scored higher marks than the first for the 
I.M.S., which took the lead on the other thirty-four occasions. 
And, in these thirty-nine examinations, eight men in all got 
into the I.M.S., who would have failed for the A.M.D. On the 
other hand, out of 842 men admitted to the A.M.D., only 411, or 
less^ than one-half, would have succeeded, on the marks earned, 
in entering the I.M.S. And on one occasion the first man for the 
A.M.D. actually scored fewer marks than the last successful com- 
petitor for the I.M.S. 

The second large batch admitted to the A.M.D., after the 
examination in Feb., 1885, when war with Russia seemed imminent, 
after the Penjdeh affair, and the men admitted by noihination, 
between i8go and igoi, are not included in these tables. . 

Since 1901 the examinations have ho longer been held simul- 
taneously, and have been marked upon a different scale, so that 
comparison is hardly possible. It is probable, however, that the 
difference in favour of the I.M.S., if it still exists, would not be 
so marked now as it formerly was. Indeed, at the last entrance 
examination held in July 1913, when the list was headed by . three 
Indians, the marks required to pass, i.e. those gained by the last 
successful candidate, were lower than for many years past. 

* It may be noted, however, that while, in the two examinations held in 18S1, 
the last man for the I.M.S. got in wth lower marks than the last man in the A.M.D., 
on each occasion the last but one for the I.M.S. would have stood a good way 
up the A.M.D. list. In Feb., 1881, there was a difEerence of nearly 250 marks ■ 
behvcen the last but one (1510) and the last {1265) men in the I.M.S. •' 



